
If	  God	  Is	  Good	  

Faith	  in	  the	  Midst	  of	  Suffering	  and	  
Evil	  



The	  Epicurean	  paradox	  
"Is	  God	  willing	  to	  prevent	  evil,	  
but	   not	   able?	   Then	   he	   is	   not	  
omnipotent.	   Is	   he	   able,	   but	  
not	   wil l ing?	   Then	   he	   is	  
malevolent.	   Is	   he	   both	   able	  
and	   willing?	   Then	   whence	  
cometh	  evil?	  Is	  he	  neither	  able	  
nor	  willing?	  Then	  why	  call	  him	  
God?"	   —	   'the	   Epicurean	  
paradox'.	  

Epicurus	  



The	  problem	  of	  Evil	  

Evil	  is	  not	  	  
really	  evil	  

Not	  Powerful	  	  
all	  the	  6me	  

God	  is	  not	  Good	  	  
all	  the	  6me	  

Natural	  Evil	  
Moral	  Evil	  



The	  problem	  of	  Evil	  

Given	  



The	  problem	  of	  Evil	  

Proof	  

Given	  



EVIL	  AND	  SUFFERING	  
Randy	  Alcorn	  



Evil	  vs.	  Suffering	  

•  ‘Hate	  what	  is	  evil	  and	  cling	  to	  what	  is	  good’	  
Romans	  12:9	  (or	  in	  Amos	  5:14,	  Romans	  16:19,	  
Peter	  3:11,	  3	  John	  11)	  

•  Primary	  and	  Secondary	  evil	  
– Primary	  evil	  as	  per	  the	  bible	  is	  disobeying	  God	  
(Adam	  and	  Eve).	  

– Secondary	  evil	  is	  the	  suffering	  consequence	  of	  the	  
primary	  evil.	  	  

But	   just	   as	   all	   the	   good	   things	   the	   Lord	   your	   God	   has	  
promised	  you	  have	  come	  to	  you,	  so	  he	  will	  bring	  on	  you	  
all	   the	  evil	   things	  he	  has	  threatened,	  un[l	  the	  Lord	  your	  
God	  has	  destroyed	  you	  from	  this	  good	  land	  he	  has	  given	  
you.	  Joshua	  23:15	  

The	   Lord	   Almighty,	   who	   planted	   you,	   has	   decreed	  
disaster	   for	   you,	   because	   the	   people	   of	   both	   Israel	   and	  
Judah	  have	  done	  evil	   and	  aroused	  my	  anger	  by	  burning	  
incense	  to	  Baal.	  Jeremiah	  11:17	  

38	  They	  will	  be	  my	  people,	   and	   I	  will	  be	   their	  God.	  39	   I	  
will	  give	  them	  singleness	  of	  heart	  and	  ac[on,	  so	  that	  they	  
will	  always	  fear	  me	  and	  that	  all	  will	  then	  go	  well	  for	  them	  
and	   for	   their	   children	   a^er	   them.	   40	   I	   will	   make	   an	  
everlas[ng	   covenant	  with	   them:	   I	   will	   never	   stop	   doing	  
good	  to	  them,	  and	  I	  will	  inspire	  them	  to	  fear	  me,	  so	  that	  
they	   will	   never	   turn	   away	   from	  me.	   41	   I	   will	   rejoice	   in	  
doing	   them	   good	   and	   will	   assuredly	   plant	   them	   in	   this	  
land	  with	  all	  my	  heart	  and	  soul.	  Jeremiah	  32:38-‐41	  

For	  all	  have	  sinned,	  and	  come	  short	  of	  the	  glory	  of	  God.	  
Romans	  3:23	  

Since	   you	   listened	   to	   your	   wife	   and	   ate	   from	   the	   tree	  
whose	   fruit	   I	   commanded	   you	  not	   to	   eat,	   the	   ground	   is	  
cursed	   because	   of	   you.	   All	   your	   life	   you	  will	   struggle	   to	  
scratch	  a	  living	  from	  it	  Gensis	  3:17	  
	  
For	   the	   crea[on	   was	   subjected	   to	   fu[lity,	   not	   willingly,	  
but	   because	   of	   Him	  who	   subjected	   it,	   in	   hope.	   Romans	  
8:20	  



Who	  made	  evil	  then?	  

•  Did	  God	  create	  an	  evil	  thing?.	  “God	  saw	  all	  
that	  he	  had	  made,	  and	  it	  was	  very	  good”	  
Genesis	  1:31.	  

•  What	  happened?	  And	  the	  angels	  which	  kept	  
not	  their	  first	  estate,	  but	  le^	  their	  own	  
habita[on,	  he	  hath	  reserved	  in	  everlas[ng	  
chains	  under	  darkness	  unto	  the	  judgment	  of	  
the	  great	  day	  Jude	  1:6	  

We	  know	  How	  evil	  entered	  into	  the	  world	  through	  Adam,	  
but	  we	  do	  not	  know	  how	  evil	  entered	  into	  the	  angels.	  	  
	  
The	  bible	  chose	  to	  be	  silent	  about	  this	  maTer	  



Who	  made	  evil	  then?	  

•  Did	  God	  not	  know	  this?	  	  For	  by	  him	  were	  all	  
things	  created,	  that	  are	  in	  heaven,	  and	  that	  
are	  in	  earth,	  visible	  and	  invisible,	  whether	  
they	  be	  thrones,	  or	  dominions,	  or	  
principali[es,	  or	  powers:	  all	  things	  were	  
created	  by	  him,	  and	  for	  him	  Colossians	  1:16.	  

•  How	  can	  an	  evil	  ruler	  could	  have	  been	  
created	  for	  Christ?	  	  

Redemp6ve	  sacrifice	  



Did	  God	  create	  evil?	  

God	  Created	  all	  
Good	  

Evil	  Intruded,	  from	  
where??	  

Angels	  repelled	  
against	  God	  

Adam	  Fallen	  Earth	  
is	  cursed	  

Christ	  redemp6ve	  
sacrifice	  

16	  And	   the	   Lord	  God	   commanded	   the	  man,	  
saying,	   Of	   every	   tree	   of	   the	   garden	   thou	  
mayest	   freely	  eat:	  17	  But	  of	   the	   tree	  of	   the	  
knowledge	   of	   good	   and	   evil,	   thou	   shalt	   not	  
eat	   of	   it:	   for	   in	   the	   day	   that	   thou	   eatest	  
thereof	   thou	   shalt	   surely	   die.	   Genesis	  
2:16-‐17	  

29	  The	  secret	   things	  belong	  unto	   the	  Lord	  our	  God:	  but	  
those	   things	   which	   are	   revealed	   belong	   unto	   us	   and	   to	  
our	  children	  for	  ever,	  that	  we	  may	  do	  all	  the	  words	  of	  this	  
law.	  Deuteronomy	  29:29	  

Is	  evil	  equal	  and	  opposite	  to	  God?	  
Short	  answer,	  NO.	  

God	  is	  unlimited	  while	  evil	  is	  limited	  
See	  Revela6on	  20:7-‐9	  

Couldn’t	  all	  knowing	  God	  create	  another	  
version	  of	  this	  universe	  where	  this	  was	  

all	  impossible	  to	  happen?	  



What	  are	  you	  choosing	  	  
(Evil	  vs.	  Good)	  

We	  were	  created	  free	  to	  choose	  but	  our	  Freedom	  
of	  Will	  is	  not	  perfect	  
– Governed	  by	  our	  sinful	  nature.	  “Can	  the	  Ethiopian	  
change	  his	  skin	  or	  the	  leopard	  its	  spots?	  Then	  may	  
you	  also	  do	  good	  who	  are	  accustomed	  to	  do	  evil”	  
Jeremiah	  13:23	  	  

– Governed	  by	  misdirec6ons.	  “The	  heart	  is	  deceiiul	  
above	  all	  things	  and	  desperately	  sick”	  Jeremiah	  17:9.	  

– Governed	  by	  our	  desires.	  “For	  from	  within,	  out	  of	  the	  
heart	  of	  men,	  proceed	  evil	  thoughts,	  adulteries,	  
fornica[ons,	  murders..	  “	  Mark	  7:21	  



God	  brings	  the	  good	  out	  of	  the	  bad	  

What	  if	  God,	  wan[ng	  to	  show	  His	  wrath	  and	  to	  
make	  His	  power	  known,	  endured	  with	  much	  

longsuffering	  the	  vessels	  of	  wrath	  prepared	  for	  
destruc[on,	  23	  and	  that	  He	  might	  make	  known	  
the	  riches	  of	  His	  glory	  on	  the	  vessels	  of	  mercy,	  
which	  He	  had	  prepared	  beforehand	  for	  glory	  

And	  we	  know	  that	  all	  things	  work	  together	  for	  
good	  to	  those	  who	  love	  God,	  to	  those	  who	  are	  

the	  called	  according	  to	  His	  purpose.	  Romans	  8:28	  
For	  whom	  He	  foreknew,	  He	  also	  predes[ned	  to	  
be	  conformed	  to	  the	  image	  of	  His	  Son,	  that	  He	  
might	  be	  the	  firstborn	  among	  many	  brethren.	  

Romans	  8:29	  



Why	  God	  doesn’t	  explain?	  

8	  For	  My	  thoughts	  are	  not	  your	  thoughts,	  
Nor	  are	  your	  ways	  My	  ways,”	  says	  the	  Lord.	  
9	  For	  as	  the	  heavens	  are	  higher	  than	  the	  earth,	  
So	  are	  My	  ways	  higher	  than	  your	  ways,	  
And	   My	   thoughts	   than	   your	   thoughts.	   Isaiah	  
55:8-‐9 	  	  

4	  “Where	  were	  you	  when	  I	  laid	  the	  founda[ons	  
of	  the	  earth?	  Tell	  Me,	  if	  you	  have	  understanding.	  
5	  Who	  determined	  its	  measurements?	  Surely	  you	  
know!	  Or	  who	  stretched	  the	  line	  upon	  it?	  Job	  
38:4-‐5	  



Theis[c	  solu[ons	  to	  Problem	  evil	  

•  Is	  God	  limited	  in	  Knowledge?	  
•  Is	  God	  limited	  in	  Goodness?	  
•  Is	  God	  limited	  in	  Love?	  

Perfect	  in	  knowledge,	  Job	  37:16	  
Knows	  everything,	  1	  John	  3:20	  
Even	  the	  very	  hairs	  of	  your	  head	  are	  all	  
numbered	  MaThew	  6:8	  

Does	  God	  know	  the	  future?	  
Even	  before	  a	  word	  is	  on	  my	  tongue….	  In	  your	  
book	  were	  wriTen,	  every	  one	  of	  them,	  the	  
days	  that	  were	  formed	  for	  me,	  when	  as	  yet	  
there	  was	  none	  (Psalm	  139:1-‐16)	  

God	  knows	  the	  choices	  and	  the	  
consequences.	  
For	  if	  the	  mighty	  works	  which	  were	  done	  in	  you	  
had	  been	  done	  in	  Tyre	  and	  Sidon,	  they	  would	  
have	  repented	  long	  ago	  in	  sackcloth	  and	  ashes.	  
Mam	  11:21	  

Why	  do	  you	  ask	  me	  about	  what	  is	  good.	  There	  
is	  only	  one	  who	  is	  good.	  MaT	  19:17	  



Why	  does	  God	  allow	  suffering?	  
We	  also	  rejoice	  in	  our	  sufferings,	  because	  we	  
know	  that	  suffering	  produces	  perseverance	  
(Romans	  5:3)	  

3	  Praise	  be	  to	  the	  God	  and	  Father	  of	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ,	  
the	  Father	  of	  compassion	  and	  the	  God	  of	  all	  comfort,	  4	  who	  
comforts	  us	  in	  all	  our	  troubles,	  so	  that	  we	  can	  comfort	  those	  
in	  any	  trouble	  with	  the	  comfort	  we	  ourselves	  receive	  from	  
God.	  5	  For	  just	  as	  we	  share	  abundantly	  in	  the	  sufferings	  of	  
Christ,	  so	  also	  our	  comfort	  abounds	  through	  Christ.	  6	  If	  we	  
are	  distressed,	  it	  is	  for	  your	  comfort	  and	  salva[on;	  if	  we	  are	  
comforted,	  it	  is	  for	  your	  comfort,	  which	  produces	  in	  you	  
pa[ent	  endurance	  of	  the	  same	  sufferings	  we	  suffer.	  7	  And	  
our	  hope	  for	  you	  is	  firm,	  because	  we	  know	  that	  just	  as	  you	  
share	  in	  our	  sufferings,	  so	  also	  you	  share	  in	  our	  comfort.	  
2	  corinthians	  1:3-‐7	  

Your	  suffering	  draws	  you	  closer	  to	  others	  
Carry	  each	  other	  burden’s	  and	  in	  this	  way	  you	  will	  fulfill	  
the	  law	  of	  Christ.	  Gala[ans	  6:2	  
	  
Since	  he	  himself	  has	  gone	  through	  suffering	  and	  tes[ng,	  
he	  is	  able	  also	  to	  help	  us	  when	  we	  are	  being	  tested.	  
Hebrews	  2:18	  
	  
If	  one	  part	  suffers,	  every	  part	  suffers	  with	  it;	  if	  one	  part	  is	  
honored,	  every	  part	  rejoices	  with	  it.	  1	  Corinthians	  12:26	  

Why	  are	  we	  avoiding	  suffering?	  
	  
I	  tell	  you	  the	  truth	  unless	  the	  kernel	  of	  wheat	  falls	  to	  the	  
ground	  and	  dies,	  it	  remains	  only	  a	  single	  seed.	  But	  if	  it	  
dies,	  it	  produces	  many	  seeds	  (John	  12:24).	  
	  
They	  will	  lay	  their	  hands	  on	  you	  and	  persecute	  you,	  
delivering	  you	  up	  to	  the	  synagogues..	  This	  will	  be	  your	  
opportunity	  to	  bear	  witness	  (Luke	  21:12-‐13)	  



IF	  GOD	  IS	  GOOD	  



If	  God	  is	  Good…	  

•  How	  do	  we	  know	  good	  if	  not	  from	  God,	  isn’t	  
this	  a	  contradic[on	  to	  the	  defini[on	  of	  the	  
problem	  of	  evil?	  

•  Why	  do	  we	  not	  amest	  the	  good	  and	  rather	  
focus	  on	  the	  bad,	  isn’t	  that	  an	  evidence	  of	  
inherited	  goodness?	  

•  Chris[anity	  tells	  you	  that	  without	  God,	  you	  
cannot	  have	  any	  objec[ve	  for	  the	  goodness	  



If	  God	  is	  Good…	  (You	  do	  not	  know)	  

•  God	  would	  relief	  pain.	  	  
– How	  do	  you	  know	  that	  God	  doesn’t	  do	  that	  for	  
99.9%?	  

•  God	  would	  prevent	  disasters.	  	  
– How	  many	  [mes	  could	  the	  earth	  have	  suffered	  
but	  didn’t?	  

•  Creatures	  would	  be	  happy.	  	  
– How	  do	  you	  then	  explain	  the	  happiness	  amidst	  
the	  pain	  of	  all	  the	  people?	  



If	  God	  is	  Good…	  	  

•  How	  do	  we	  know	  what	  is	  good	  and	  what	  is	  
bad,	  and	  by	  who’s	  defini[on?	  
– Does	  good	  being	  full	  of	  food,	  and	  bad	  means	  
hunger?	  

– Does	  death	  means	  bad	  and	  life	  means	  good,	  Well	  
not	  necessarily!!?	  
•  Death	  punishment	  is	  good	  for	  murders.	  
•  Is	  life	  good	  when	  you	  are	  suffering	  an	  excrucia[ng	  pain.	  

Then	  who	  is	  judging	  what	  is	  good	  and	  what	  is	  
bad,	  is	  it	  our	  social	  rela[vity?	  Why	  don’t	  we	  consider	  God’s	  judgement	  as	  
‘the	  right	  judgement	  of	  what	  is	  objec[ve	  good	  
and	  what	  is	  objec[ve	  bad?	  

Objec[ve	  Good	  and	  Objec[ve	  Bad	  



Dear	   Chris[an	   friend,	  
giving	  thanks	  to	  God	  for	  
f o o d 	   i m p l i e s	  
*necessarily*	   that	   he	  
chooses	   who	   eats	   and	  
who	  does	  not.	  	  
	  
Why	  don't	  you	  also	  give	  
him	   thanks	   in	   the	  name	  
of	   all	   those	   who	   have	  
d i e d 	   s l o w l y 	   a n d	  
a g o n i s i n g l y 	   o f	  
malnutri[on	  today?	  

I	  guess	  the	  real	  ques[on	  is	  what	  are	  
you	  doing	  about	  it.	  We	  know	  now	  
that	  God	  is	  good	  and	  he	  has	  his	  
reasons,	  which	  he	  is	  not	  en[rely	  
declaring.	  The	  recent	  sta[s[cs	  

revealed	  that	  religious	  people	  are	  
dona[ng	  much	  more	  than	  atheists,	  
although	  they	  are	  the	  one	  objec[ng,	  

how	  astonishing?	  



Ques[ons?	  


