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AN INTRODUCTION

SEEKING THE FACE OF THE HEAVENLY KING

Some of us may disregard studying the second book of the chronicles on the
assumption that it is a repetition of what came in the two books of the kings; Yet

it is actually a divine storehouse that provides us with precious treasures.

The second book of the chronicles came as a natural extension of the first book

of the chronicles in the following ways:

1- The prophet David departed from this world with an exultant heart; Having
been a man of praise since his youth and probably since his childhood, he
used to find pleasure in singing his psalms while shepherding his father’s
sheep; as though partaking of the exultant life of the heavenly hosts. And
behold, his son Solomon will build the temple, the house of praise and
worship.

2- The prophet David departed from this world, after dedicating the whole
kingdom, and all his possibilities to fulfill his heart’s desire to build a house



for the Lord. And behold, here he delivers the throne to his son Solomon,
with the only goal to fulfill the divine promise to him, that his son will be the

one to build the temple.

The first book of the chronicles starts by Adam and Eve, receiving the
garden of Eden to enjoy an almost heavenly life in a beautiful world
created by God for them and their descendants. But, unfortunately, they
and their descendants soon corrupted that beautiful world. Then the
descendants of Adam got the divine promise of the reform and renewal of
everything they corrupted, realized by the Creator Himself, as the Savior
of mankind. And the book ends with the death of David, whose heart’s
desire was to set a holy place for the ark of the covenant, as a sign of the
divine presence among the people. And behold, the second book of the
chronicles starts with Solomon, who was only preoccupied with building

the temple as a center of the whole earth, to proclaim the divine presence.

If the first book of the chronicles has brought us forth into an enjoyable
journey from Adam to David, to confirm that the Son of David is going to
come for the sake of the salvation of the whole mankind or of the whole
world, the second book concentrates upon David’s household, to exhort all
believers to call the Son of David to dwell among them, as well as in their

hearts. It is the book of the blessed kingdom of God in our life.

The first book shows that our Lord Jesus is the true King who is alone
worthy of our worship, exhorting us to follow the lead of king David, the
man of prayers and praise, and not to follow that of king Saul. The second
book, on the other hand, exhorts us to seek the divine King, the Son of
David, to enjoy the fellowship with him, and to set a house for Him inside
us (7:14;14:4,7;15: 2,4, 12,13, 15; 17: 4; 19: 3; 20: 3; 22: 19; 31: 21;
34: 3 etc.).



THE KINGDOM OF DAVID’'S HOUSEHOLD:

In our study of the first book of the chronicles, we saw how the devil did not
cease to oppose king David and his household, together with the people of
Judah, after the dissent of the kingdom of Israel, in an attempt to put off that
shining lamp; but the grace of God worked on keeping the royal seed of David’s
household, until the coming of the Son of David in the fullness of time, to reign in
the hearts of the believers, and to grant them His righteousness.

The present book starts with the reign of Solomon, the builder of the house of the
Lord; then follows up the history of the kings of Judah, after the dissent of ten
tribes, at the beginning of the reign of Rehoboam the son of Solomon; and
proceeds until the captivation of Judah to Babylon, then their return after seventy

years of captivity.

The book started by the kingdom in the climax of its glory, greatness, and riches;
a kingdom that surpassed all the four kingdoms prophesied by the prophet
Daniel, in his interpretation of the statue seen by Nebuchadnezzar; the four
kingdoms which started by Nebuchadnezzar; as said to him by Daniel: “You are
this head of gold” (Daniel 2: 38), survived for about seventy years, to be followed
by the kingdom of Persia and Media for as long as 130 years; then the kingdom
of the Greeks, divided into four branches, which lasted for 300 years; then the

kingdom of the Romans that lasted for 300 years.

David, the prophet and the king was a greater hero than all those; and Solomon
was a king of great glory among the nations and peoples. The household of
David remained on the throne for more than four centuries. Then, after a long
eclipse, that kingdom shone again by the coming of the Messiah the Son of
David: “Of the increase of whose government and peace there is no end” (Isaiah
9:7)



In the interval between the dissent in the time of Rehoboam, until the Assyrian
captivity, the reign of Judah intermingled with the reign of Israel. The goal of this
was to confirm that those who disregarded the worship of God or opposed it, and
perverted to idol-worship, have reaped failure and collapse; On the contrary, the
good kings among those of Judah have enjoyed success, conquest, and

prosperity.

KING SOLOMON:

The first nine chapters of the book concern the person of king Solomon; and of
them six chapters concern the building of the temple, considered as the most
important of Solomon’s achievements.

Many think of Solomon from the angle of his multiple marriages; which were not
according to God’s will, the fruition of this sin was the dissent of the kingdom in
the days of his son Rehoboam. That, though, did not destroy the positive aspect
and the holy zeal to build the temple and to care for the worship of God.

In the introduction of his poem about Solomon and the two harlots, St. (Mar)
Jacob El-Serougi proclaims the bitterness of his soul, for he spent a long time
seeking nothing from God, he counted himself worthy of scourges, for he did not
attempt to have the riches of the divine treasures by perpetual seeking; the way
Solomon sought from God to grant him heavenly wisdom to care for the people
of God. At the same time, he was confused: Should he keep seeking from God,
who has already given him much, while did not thank Him enough; or should he
cease seeking and keep silent; counting this as unbefitting reaction to God’s

gifts.

+ Behold, all generations draw their riches from Your huge wealth, and from
the rich flow of the spring of Your treasure,.
| count myself as worthy of scourges on account of my shameful

slothfulness to seek Your riches for such a long time.



Who sought from You, and did not get all his needs? And who called You,

and You did not respond?

(St (Mar Jacob El-Serougi)

With all the blessings that Solomon got through the blessings of his righteous
father David, We are committed to perceive the responsibility of everyone for his

own faith and behavior on the great day of the Lord.

+ On this great day of the Lord, the wicked start to beg from the righteous,
and say: ‘Please supplicate and seek from God for our sake.

The Judge is awesome, and our deeds are horrible; Seek for our sake
from God to have mercy upon us.

The righteous looks at his brother who is tormented for doing iniquity, and
has fear to supplicate on his behalf.

The great Adam will not be able to benefit his firstfruit Cain in his suffering;
nor intercede for him before the divine Judge.

The righteous Isaac will not answer for his greedy son Esau, nor defend
his foolishness.

David, with all the beauty of his faith, will not be able to help his son
Solomon, when he is tried because his idol-worship.

The soul that errs is the one to give an account before the divine Judge;
There will be no chance for anyone to supplicate for someone else.

Why did not the wise virgins refrain to give oil from their vessels to the
foolish ones?

They said: “No, lest there should not be enough for us and you” .
Everyone will be on his own before the throne.

Everyone’s deeds will be portrayed on his face; and no one will be

adorned by those of someone else;



(St (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

Man can perceive the goal of the two books of the chronicles by comparing
between what came in the two books of the kings concerning Solomon, and what
came concerning him in the second book of the chronicles. In the books of the
kings the story of the two harlots occupies a prominent position, to show the
wisdom of Solomon since his early youth at the beginning of his reign. Through
the gift of wisdom granted to him from God, he was not preoccupied with their
shameful behavior as harlots, but with saving the little infant from the hands of
the one falsely claiming to be his mother, and to deliver him to his true and
compassionate mother. In that he represented a man of wisdom, love, justice,
and peace. In the book of the chronicles, on the other hand, it did not refer to this
story, but concentrated upon the building of the temple, and organizing the
worship therein; as for example: burning the sweet incense; enjoying the
permanent showbread, the burnt offerings, the Sabbaths, the new moons, and
the feasts; and caring for establishing the choirs of praise. He was the man of

worship and exultation, as though in heaven itself.

THE KINGS AFTER THE DISSENT:

As there was no good king in the northern kingdom (Israel), the book did not
concentrate on that kingdom, but on the kingdom of Judah, and on the seed of
king David.

As there were good and prominent kings in the kingdom of Judah, who cared for
the spiritual revival of the nation; there were, as well, wicked kings, who caused
the kingdom to fall under the divine chastisement by the Assyrian captivity that

lasted for seventy years.

THE FEATURES OF THE BOOK:



1-

This book is considered as a natural extension of the first book of the

chronicles; the two books were one book in the original Hebrew texts.

What come in this book is not considered a repetition of what came in the
two books of the kings without a goal. For the book here is not, in truth, a
historical parade of the kings since the death of David until the return from
the Babylonian captivity; but, in essence, is a practical demonstration of
the role of the true worship, and the care for the sanctity of the temple,
since the time it was built, until its destruction by the hands of the
Babylonians, and the fall of the people in captivity, because of their
slothfulness in worship, not caring for the love of God, and not acquiring
the edifying fear of God.

It is truly the book of the house of God, a call for the church as a holy
congregation, and even a call for every believer to have his heart kindled
with the worship, by the Spirit and the truth; for the kingdom of God to be

built in the inner man, as a deposit of the higher Jerusalem.

The purpose of this book differ from that of the two books of the kings,
which present a spiritual historical parade to reveal the exalted love of
God for His people; which the people with all their categories, even the
priests, paid back with a desire to be liberated from God, as though He
intended to enslave them; And, at the same time, many of them had their
happiness in the carnal pleasures, abominations, imitating the pagan
nations. Hence the books of the kings care to show the shortcomings of
even the good kings; and the horrible sins of the northern kingdom, Israel,
that embraced ten tribes; in which there was not a single good king who
cared to be attached to God.

The persistence of the kingdom of Israel to rebel, to oppose the divine

truth, to mix between the worship of the true God and the pagan worship;



and to make alliance with the pagan nations against the kingdom of
Judah, together with a hatred toward David’s household; caused the

kingdom to fall into the Assyrian captivity; the worst of its kind in history.

5- There were good kings in the kingdom of Judah; yet they had, as well,
serious mistakes; and their children were in most cases wicked, did not
walk upright in the sight of the Lord. And the kingdom of Judah, not
benefiting from the lesson of the fall of the kingdom of Israel into the

Assyrian captivity, fell into the same sins into which Israel did, and ended up

to fall into the Babylonian captivity.

6 The second book of the king came to confirm the grace of God working
even in the darkest of eras; on account of that there are always a holy

remnant who faithfully seek the Holy One.

7- The second book of the chronicles start by the enthronement of king

Solomon the sage, in which we notice the following:

a- It so seem that the first, the main, and even the only preoccupation
of the new king, was to build the house of the Lord.

b- The book does not care to talk about the attempts of some to take
the throne by force; on account of that it intends to show that the
enthronement of king Solomon was a symbol of the coming of the
King of peace, the incarnate Word of God, to set His kingdom in the
hearts of the believers.

c- It shows the person of Solomon as though a priest king; although
he was not of a Levite descent; yet he was a symbol of the Lord
Christ, the King of kings, and the heavenly High Priest, at the same

time.



8- It shows the connection between the royal throne and the temple; that
none of them would prosper without the other. Here we see how the high
priest, with courage and a spirit of godliness, cared to deliver the
throne to Joash, a descendant of David, and was his counselor. And, on
the contrary, when king Uzziah attempted to force himself upon the task of
priesthood, through his authority as king, he was instantly inflicted with

leprosy (Chapter 26)

9- Unfortunately, there were very wicked kings among the descendants of
David, like Ahaz the son of Jotham, and the grandson of Uzziah, who cut
the articles of the house of God to pieces, closed the gates of the house of
the Lord before the people, and built for himself altars in every corner of
the cities of Judah. Carrying bitter animosity against God and His worship,
he was the cause of the destruction of the kingdom of Judah in the days of

his grandchildren.

10-.Despite all the evil done by the wicked Ahaz, the grace of God dwelt upon
his son Hezekiah, who did what is right in the sight of God, according to what his
father David did. Always ready to act, the grace of God
worked in some, whose fathers were wicked; as for example:
It worked in Jutham who feared the Lord; although was the son of Uzziah
who attempted to force himself upon the task of priesthood.
It worked in Hezekiah, the good king, who came after the wicked kings

Manasseh and Amon.

11- God kept on sending prophets to the kingdoms of Judah and Israel, even
during the most evil moments; He even sent great prophets of authority to
confront wicked kings.



12- In His love for mankind, God searches for a holy man in the entire earth,
to make him a blessing for others; “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those

whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chronicles 16 9).
In every generation we hear of a remnant that may seem unknown to

men, but known to God, and the object of His pleasure.

THE DIVISIONS OF THE BOOK:

The first section: The reign of Solomon (Chapters 1 to 9)
I. The beginning of Solomon’s reign
1
ii. The building of the temple
2-7
iii. The glories of the era of Solomon
8-9

The second section: The kings after Solomon (Chapter 10 to 36):

1- Dissent in the days of Rehoboam
10-12

2- Spiritual revival in the days of Abijah
13

3- Revival and happiness in the days of Asa

14 -16

4- Godliness and prosperity in the days of Jehoshaphat
17 - 20

5- A set back in the days of Jehoram, Ahaziah, and
Athaliah 21-22

6- Ueasiness in the days of Joash and Amaziah
23-25



7- Prosperity in the days of Uzziah

26
8- The era of Jotham
17
9- Defilement in the days of Ahaz
28
10- Glory in the days of Hezekiah
29-32
11- Evil in the days of Manasseh and Amon
33
12- Reform in the days of Josiah
34 -35
13-Perdition and destruction in the days of the sons of
Josiah 36

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES

GRANT ME TO BUILD YOUR HOLY HOUSE

+ My God, You have chosen Solomon the son of David to sit on the throne;
You granted him to build a holy house for Yourself;
You satisfied his heart with Yourself, to seek nothing more for himself;
While a young man, he sought wisdom to be able to shepherd Your
people;
You granted him more than what he asked, and beyond what he sought;
He acquired the attachment to You, O Source of satiety;

By You, he became rich, glorified, and filled with peace.



+ You granted me the spirit of adoption to Your heavenly Father;

By You, O King of kings, | would become a son and a king;

| shall desire nothing for myself, except to liken You, O Lover of mankind;

| shall love every one, even those who oppress me;

By You, I shall enjoy the heavenly wisdom, to seek the salvation of all
mankind,;

| desire that all would become a holy temple for You;

Where the sound of praise from the heart is heard;

Where the sweet fragrance of incense would come forth from everyone.

And where burnt offerings of love are unceasingly offered.

+ Our souls grieve for what happened after the death of Solomon;
To see the dissent of the kingdom because of the violence and
foolishness of Rehoboam;
The ten tribes gathered together against You;
They set calves and goats to worship;
They rejected to be attached to You after three years of idol-worship;
They went astray from You, O Sun of righteousness;

They loved the darkness more than the divine Light.

+ By Your love, You turned evil to good;

You separated the goats (the ten tribes) from the sheep;

You kept the kingdom of Judah, to keep the lamp of David’s household
lighted;

You are the Controller of history; O the whole Goodness;

You work along the generations for the salvation of mankind.

+ Amid the pitch darkness, Your grace did not forsake humanity;
Among the ten tribes, there were those who returned to You;
Who forsook their tribes, and attached themselves to Jerusalem and
Judabh;



Who walked by the spirit, and not by the body lusts;

And among the two tribes, there was a remnant holy to You.

+ The devil used all his energies to quench the lighted lamp;

He did not cease his attempts to draw the kings of Judah to evil;

But Your promise remained true;

And in the darkest situation, there was found a child of the royal seed
(Joash).

+ In our amazement before the works of Your love; What could we say?!
You chastised Your people by the Babylonian captivation;
The seventy years of captivity passed very heavily;
That many assumed that it is impossible to fulfill Your promises;
Is it possible to return from captivity after such a long time?
Is it possible again for a son of David to sit on the throne?
Is it possible to rebuild the temple of Solomon that was utterly destroyed?

Is it possible for Jerusalem to be the holy city of God again?

+ Being God of the impossible, the people returned by a decree from the
Persian king;

The temple was rebuilt, Jerusalem was re-set, and the worship was
resumed,;

All that was nothing but a symbol of You, O Son of David;

You liberated us from the bondage of the deuvil;

You set both the Jews and the Gentiles together, a holy church for
Yourself

You granted us to set Your kingdom in our hearts.

You gave us a royal authority, to enjoy the glorious liberty of the children
of God;

Now, Grant me not to cease praying and working;

Until | see Your holy house set in every heart;



Glory be to You, O Savior of the world.

THE FIRST SECTION

THE REIGN OF SOLOMON

(Chapters 1t0 9)

The book cares to talk about the reign of Solomon, known for wisdom and peace;
to become a symbol of the era of the Lord of glory Jesus Christ, who presents
Himself to us to acquire Him in our life, being “the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians
1: 24), and ‘The God of peace” (1 Corinthians 14: 33).

The book did not refer to the faults of Solomon; to present him a symbol of the
heavenly kingdom of Christ, set by the Holy Spirit of God in the depths of our

hearts; to hear the divine voice, say: “The kingdom of God is within you” (Luke
17: 21).

The reign of Solomon and the righteousness of the Lord Christ:



The book disregarded the verdict on Adonijah, who opposed his father David (1
kings 1); Shimei the son of Gera who reviled and scoffed him (1 Kings 2: 8); and
Joab known for arrogance and rebellion. According to a request from his father
David, Solomon issued a verdict of death upon the three of them.(1 Kings 1: 1-2).
But it cared to mention the story of the two harlots, each of whom attempted to
refer the living infant to herself, and the dead infant to the other (1 Kings 3: 16-
28). But Solomon with wisdom revealed the truth. He did not base his verdict on
their evil as being harlots, and their drunkenness that one of them did not feel
that she lied over her own infant and killed him; and that the other did not feel
that her living baby was stolen from her bosom and replaced by the dead one;
but the book showed how the king by his wisdom revealed the truth, and

exposed the lie, and the deception.

About Solomon it was written: “The Lord his God was with him and exalted him

exceedingly” (2 Chronicles 1; 2). In this he was a symbol of the Lord Christ, who
said on behalf of all humanity that got the royal life back in Him: “Ask of me and |
will give you, the nations for Your inheritance; and the ends of the earth for Your

possession” (Psalm 2: 8)

CHAPTER 1

THE BEGINNING OF SOLOMON'’S REIGN

The book start by talking about Solomon'’s visit to the tabernacle of meeting in

the town of Gibeon. (The ark of the covenant was in Jerusalem).



Once David took over Jerusalem, he put in his heart to bring the ark of the
covenant forth to Jerusalem, being the capital of his kingdom. That task carried a
symbol of the kingdom of our Lord Jesus in our life., His dwelling in our hearts,
and our submission to Him by love. In the second chapter we see how David’s
plan was realized; the task of building the temple of the Lord started by Solomon,
being a symbol of the Lord Christ the King of peace; Who set us as His temple by
His Holy Spirit.

1- The Lord exalts Solomon 1

2- The tabernacle of meeting comes first 2-4

3- The altar and the sacrifices 5-6
4- God Appears to Solomon 7-9

5- Solomon seeks from God wisdom and knowledge 10

6- God gives more than what we seek 11-12.

7- Solomon and his chariots and horsemen 13 -17

1- THE LORD EXALTS SOLOMON:

“Now Solomon the son of David was strengthened in his
kingdom, and the Lord his God was with him, and exalted

him exceedingly” (1)

In the last chapter of the first book of the chronicles, it was said: “The Lord God
exalted Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, and bestowed on him such
royal majesty as had not been on any king before him in Israel” (1 Chronicles 29:
25).;

The Lord says: “Those who honor Me | will honor” (1 Samuel 2: 30). Solomon
honored the Lord; He gave priority to the Lord. Before sitting on the throne, to
practice any royal work concerning the nation, he gathered together all the

leaderships and the people, and set forth to the high place that was at Gibeon, to



offer a sacrifice to the Lord in the tabernacle of God, that was made by the

prophet Moses in the wilderness 93).

He received a throne disputed by his own brothers; but the Lord strengthened

him and exalted him, for He was with him.

In this book, Solomon is shown with riches, greatness, authority, and glory, since
his enthronement; yet without showing his increase in this concern, the way it is
shown in the book of the kings; on account of that the present book presents
Solomon to us as a symbol of the Lord Christ who came down to carry humanity
up to His heavens, and to grant them fellowship in His glories. If the Lord Christ,
in His humility became poor, it was to make us rich by His poverty. His glories,
not being outside Him; for He is the source of the riches, the righteousness, the

holiness, and the glory; He intends to grant us Himself, to see all satiety in Him.

+ No one is good except God, who alone brings forth happiness to man,

gives him security, and peace of mind.

(St. Basil the Great)

+ Dedicating ourselves to God, we honor ourselves. He who opens his eyes
to see the sun, will receive gladness in him ... Those who honor God do
that for the sake of their salvation, and for their great benefit. How? For
whoever practices virtue glorifies God; “Glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God'’s ((1 Corinthians 6: 20).

(St. John Chrysostom)

2- THE TABERNACLE OF MEETING COMES FIRST:



“And Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the captains of
thousands, and of hundreds, to the judges , and to every leader in

all Israel, the heads of the fathers’ houses” (2)

The leadership who were around Solomon, being obviously worship-lovers;

partook of Solomon’s love for the collective life of worship.

“Then Solomon and all the congregation with him went to the
high place that was at Gibeon, for the tabernacle of meeting
with God was there, which Moses the

servant of the Lord had made in the wilderness” (3)

Gibeon has been once the greatest sanctuary in Israel; then eventually became
just a stop on the way to Jerusalem. No shortcomings were mentioned of Gibeon
, as a center of worship (1 Kings 1: 3-4); where the tabernacle of meeting has
been; and the bronze altar, that Bezaleel the son of Uri the son of Hur, had

made, and put before the tabernacle of the Lord (1: 3-5).

All Israel gathered together around king Solomon. Here he describe his journey,
together with Israel to Gibeon in some details not mentioned in the book of the
kings 93-6), to show that what Solomon did came as an extension of what the
prophet Moses has done in the old. For the king’ s intent was to confirm his
sanctification and appreciation of the tabernacle of meeting made 300 years
before by the prophet Moses; and of the bronze altar made by Bezaleel (Exodus
31: 38). Namely building the temple of Solomon does not imply an end of the

worship inherited by Israel; but an extension of it, bearing the same thought.

Solomon started his reign by a popular visit to the tabernacle of meeting and the

altar of God. It was a good start of his work; for all Israel felt the need for the



presence of God among them; that they were in the presence of the Lord; and

that the Lord is accompanying them in their whole life journey.

“But David had brought up the ark of God from Kirjat Jearim
to the place David had prepared for it, for he has pitched a
tent for it at Jerusalem” (4)

3- THE ALTAR AND THE SACRIFICES:

“Now the bronze altar that Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of
Hur, had made, he put before the tabernacle of the Lord; Solomon
and the congregation sought Him

there” (5)

The secret of the power of the tabernacle was the altar that refers to the cross
and the sacrifice of the Lord Christ for the salvation of the world. Through the
cross, we bear the righteousness of the Crucified, to come to be righteous in the
sight of God; by which we may sing, saying: “the eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous, and His ears are open on their prayers but the face of the Lord is

against those who do evil” (1 Peter 3: 12)

The leaders and the people went together with king Solomon to Gibeon where
the tabernacle of meeting and the altar of God were; which refer to our
accompanying the crucified Lord Christ, the King of Peace, to enjoy the heavenly
dwelling place; and to experience the cross, the “power of God to salvation”
(Romans 1: 16)

“And Solomon went up there to the bronze altar before the
Lord, which was at the tabernacle of meeting, and offered a
thousand burnt offerings on it” (6)



Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on the altar (6); and probably more

than that of peace offerings, as a sign of gladness and joy before the Lord.

In the beginning of his talk about Solomon, the author of the book intentionally
mentioned that he offered a thousand burnt offerings on the bronze altar. And
that when God appeared to Solomon, He said to him: “I have chosen this place
for Myself as a house of sacrifice” (7: 12). If the figure 1000 in the Holy Book
often refers to heaven and the heavenlies; the goal of this book that concentrates
on the temple and worship is to proclaim the opening of the gates of heaven
before the Jews as well as before the gentiles, so that the church of the new
covenant embracing all, would offer the complete burnt offering; namely the
perfect love for God; the way Abraham offered his beloved son a burnt offering,

acceptable as the sweet fragrance of pleasure before God.

According to some scholars, the book of the chronicles does not refer to the sin
offering, nor to the trespass offering; so that the altar would seem as though
dedicated to the burnt offerings and the peace offerings. Building the house of
the Lord is a call to all mankind to exalt and partake of the sacrifices of
thanksgiving and praise of the heavenlies, as an expression of love and a
response to the exalted love of God toward His rational creation.

Exultant in the spirit on his way to martyrdom, St. Agnatius expressed his view of
the church as the given body of Christ; as Christ offers the Eucharist, His body
and blood, given to make the church live enjoying together with her crucified
Groom with the spirit of giving. That was what motivated him to identify the

church as ‘the place of the sacrifice’ (Thysiasterion) in more than one place.

+ Being a priest for my Lord Jesus Christ, | offer the sacrifice to Him on a
daily basis; and desire to offer my life a sacrifice; the way He offered His life a

sacrifice in love for my sake.



(Agnatius bishop of Antioch)

4- GOD APPEARS TO SOLOMON:

“On that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him,
‘Ask! What shall | give you?” (7)

As Solomon cared to talk to the leaders with the spirit of love, and set forth with
them to the tabernacle of meeting, where he offered a thousand burnt offerings
on the altar, God appeared to him to ask him what he needs.

The two prophets Nathan and Gad were counselors of David the prophet and
king; But it so seems that, because there were no prophets in the days of
Solomon; God Himself appeared to him, and talked to him. That does not imply
that Solomon was better than his father to whom God spoke through His
prophets; For God works in different ways according to the circumstances. He
even spoke directly to some of the men of the Gentiles as Abimelech (Genesis
20); the Egyptian servants of Pharaoh (Genesis 4), and to Pharaoh himself
(Genesis 41).

The word “ask” and its derivatives came here eight times in God’s talk to
Solomon, as man’s request, particularly from God, reveals to a great extent what
lie in his heart. If Solomon has been a warrior, he would have asked for conquest
on his enemies; but, seeing himself a young king, a successor of such a great
king like David, he is in need of wisdom to judge the people of God; That was
therefore what he asked God to give him — wisdom.

According to Josephus the Jewish Historian, When God appeared to Solomon,

the later jumped out of his bed.



God never cease to ask us: “Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask,
and you will receive, that your joy may be full” (John 16: 24).

+ What you may ask would be counted as nothing compared to what |
intend to give you. For what would you ask in My name? ... To make the
demons submit to you?. ... Do not rejoice in this for it is nothing; for if it
was, He would have told His disciples to rejoice. Do not ask for temporal
things, for “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again” (John 4: 13)...
Ask for what will give you satiety; ... Talk in the language of Philip: *’Lord,
show us the Father, and it is sufficient to us” (John 14: 8); to which the
Lord responded, saying to him: “Have | been with you so long, and yet you
have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father”
(John 14: 9 — Volgata)

Offer thanksgiving to Christ who became weak for your sake, for you are

weak; Let your requests befitting of the Godhead of Christ, to be satisfied.

+ Saying “All you have asked”; should not be understood as ‘any thing’, but
it should, in truth, refer to the blessed life. What follows: “Until now you
have asked nothing in My name” (John 16: 24), could be understood in
two ways: Either you have not asked in My name; as you still do not know
My name as you should; or you asked nothing, compared to what you
should ask; namely what you ask is counted as nothing.

(St. Augustine)

“And Solomon said to God, ‘You have shown great mercy to
David my father, and have made me king in his place” (8)



A recognition of God’s favor with thanksgiving: “You have made me king in his
place” You let me take the lace of such a good, great, and godly man; he who
has consummated his mission with the spirit of faithfulness; as though he says
together with Elisha to his spiritual father Elijah: “Please, let a double portion of
your spirit be upon me” (2 kings 1: 9) | wish we bear the same spirit; and feel that
what our fathers got of divine blessings, is a deposit for us, which is befitting of

us to use.

His father David has got mercy from God. Although he sinned, yet, by

repentance, he enjoyed the mercies of God.

+ “No one is pure of defilement even if he is one day old on earth” . David
moans, saying: “Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my
mother conceived me” (Psalm 51: 5); And the apostle also proclaims: “For
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; being justified freely by
His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, who God set
forth to be a propitiation by His blood through faith” (Romans 3: 23-25).
Hence the forgiveness of sin is given to those who believe in God; as the
Lord Himself says: “For this is My blood for the new covenant, which is

shed for many for the remission of sins” (Matthew 26: 28).

(St. Basil the Great)

+ Despite the fact that God’s servants and friends avoid the sins that are for
death, and practice many good works, yet we do not expect them to be
altogether without little sins; for God does not lie when he says: “Not even
a little infant of one day on earth is without sin”.( ) And the blessed
John the Evangelist, who was no doubt not less worthy than the righteous

‘Job’, proclaims: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and



the truth is not in us” (1 John 1: 8); And it is written: “A righteous man may
fall seven times, and rise again” (Proverbs 24: 16).

(Father Caesarius bishop of Arle)

| quoted the verse saying, “No one is without sin even if he is only one day
old on earth”; and added to it: “death reigned even over those who had
not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam”
(Romans 5: 14); a view proclaimed by the Holy Book in a very clear way
by confirming that the little children of Nineveh were justly committed to
fast together with the grown up people, who fasted for their serious sins.

If the stars themselves are not pure in the sight of God, how much more

are the corrupted men who submitted to the sin of disobedience of Adam?

(St. Augustine)

“Now, O Lord God, let Your promise to David my father be

established, for You have made me a king over a people like
the dust of the earth in multitude” (9)

“Let Your promise to David my father be established”. The best thing to seek

from God is to fulfill in us His divine promises to our fathers, to us, and to all men;

“Remember the word to Your servant, upon which You have caused me to hope”
(Psalm 119: 49).

4- SOLOMON SEEKS FROM GOD WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE:



“Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that | may go out and
come in before the people; for who can judge this great

people of Yours?” (10)

Here, it was not mentioned that Solomon was a little child, who does not know
how to go out or to come in (1 kings 3: 7); for he is a symbol of the Lord Christ
the Wisdom of God; but it was said that he was in need of wisdom to go out and

to come in before the people and to judge them.

As a true son of his father David, Solomon chose the spiritual and not the
temporal blessings; knowing that those gifts bring pleasure to God, who He is the
One to give them (Proverb 2: 6).

“For who can judge this great people of Yours” (10). A beautiful feeling of the
heavy weight and seriousness of the responsibility; together with a trust and
confidence in God’s possibilities, and in His gifts to us. Solomon did not seek
wisdom to boast it, but to serve the people of his Lord with the spirit of godliness,

and to judge them with the spirit of justice.

According to St. John Chrysostom, {seeking what he should, notice how he
quickly got two things that should always be in our prayers: To seek with zeal,

and to seek what he should seek

+ David peacefully has fallen asleep; and was replaced by the young man
Solomon on the throne; to whom God said: [Keep my commandments the
way your father David did; Rise up and reign over his kingdom. | shall be
with you; I shall exalt your name in the whole world, if you are with me,

keeping my commandments, and doing my will].

Then the virgin young man got down on his knees to pray before God, a

pure prayer, full of beautiful words of love, heard by God in His exalted



position; saying: [O God of my father David, receive my prayers, and do

not go away from me, for it is You who has chosen me a king..

Grant me a heart full of the secrets of hidden things, to judge Your people
with faithfulness and righteousness (1 Kings 3: 8)

| am a little boy; Be for me a Leader and a Mentor, wiser than any scribe;
Guide David’s son, instruct him, and give him wisdom.

| do not seek riches, but to give me understanding to discern between
good and evil (1 Kings 3: 9-11).

| do not, and will never seek the life of my enemies, but | only seek a heart
full of the secrets of faith (1 Kings 3: 11).



6- GOD GIVES MORE THAN WHAT WE SEEK:

“And God said to Solomon, ‘Because this was in your heart,
and you have not asked for riches or wealth or honor or the
life of your enemies, nor have you asked long life —

but have asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself, that
you may judge My people over whom | have made you king
L1

How did he get such a great inspiration?... If we go back to 1 Chronicles 22: 11-
12, we would hear the voice of the prophet David say to his son: “Now my son,
may the Lord be with you, and may you prosper and build the house of the Lord
Your God, as He has said to you. Only may the Lord give you wisdom and
understanding, and give you charge concerning Israel, that you may keep the law
of the Lord your God”. Having listened to the voice of his father, when God asked
him: “What shall | give you?”, Solomon instantly answered: (I want to have

wisdom and understanding)” (11).

“Wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and | will give
you riches and wealth and honor, such as none of the kings

had who have been before you, nor shall any after



you have the like™ (12)

Although Solomon did not seek riches, wealth, or honor, God gave them to him.
Whoever despises the things of this world, God will give him with abundance.
The Lord Christ says: “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6: 33)

Because he asked for himself the wisdom and discernment; namely he sought
the practical wisdom by which he could practice the life befitting of the believer,
God granted him both the mental and the practical wisdom; that there was no
one like Solomon, until the coming of the Lord Christ, who is greater than
Solomon (Matthew 21: 42; Luke 11: 31). We are promised by Jesus the Lord of
glory, that if we seek the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, He will grant us
the other things; for they will not possess us, nor preoccupy us from the One who
granted them, or corrupt our hearts (Matthew 6: 33); Together with the heavenly
grace, He will grant us our temporal needs; as all the earthly goods will be for our

benefit. Whereas without the grace, these goods will enslave our souls.

+ God then talked to Solomon and said to him: | have chosen you, and will
never forsake you.

And because your mouth sought a just judgment (1 Kings 3: 13), and
because you hated the riches and the vain glory;

| shall grant you wealth, glory, and greatness; and your reputation will
spread all over the world among the kings and peoples of the earth; They will all
be in awe before you (1 Kings 3: 3); and they will come from

everywhere to see how great is your wisdom.



8- SOLOMON, HIS CHARIOTS, AND HIS HORSEMEN:

“So Solomon came to Jerusalem from the high place that
was at Gibeon, from before the tabernacle of meeting, and
reigned over Israel” (13)



“And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen, he had one
thousand four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand
horsemen, whom he stationed in the chariot cities and

with the king in Jerusalem” (14)

Kings of Israel were forbidden to “multiply horses for themselves” (Deuteronomy
17: 16), so as not to be like the pagan kings who assume that their greatness is
in the outer appearances. Yet Solomon forced himself into a forbidden area;
when his own father David never rode a chariot, nor a horse; he rode nothing

higher than a mule.

“Also the king made silver and gold as common in Jerusalem
as stones, and he made cedars as abundant as the
sycamores which are in the lowland” (15)

The book confirms that God fulfilled what He promised Solomon, Beside wisdom,
He granted him wealth and glory. Solomon made gold and silver like stones, and
cedar wood like the Sycamore, the abundance of which makes them cheaper

and of less value; Whereas the abundance of grace, will increase their value.
“And Solomon had horses imported from Egypt and Keveh;
the king’s merchants brought them in Keveh at the current
price” (16)

See the commentary on 1 Kings 10: 28)

“Keveh”, according to some means textile or linen threads, with which Egypt was

famous.



“They also acquired and imported from Egypt a chariot for
six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for one hundred
and fifty; thus, through their agents, they exported

them to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria”
17)

Initiating commercial relationships with Egypt, Solomon imported horses and
linen, which he processed and exported to Syria with great profit (1 Kings 10: 28-
29). He probably learned this from his mother, who, like virtuous women, “Makes
linen garments, and sells them, and supplies sashes for the merchants (of
Canaan) (Proverbs 31: 24).

Now, everything was well established , and the circumstances were ready to start

building the temple.

AN INSPIRATION FROM 1 CHRONICLES 1

IN YOUR COMPANY, O LORD, | SHALL TAKE THE ROYAL PATH

+ Being with Solomon, O Lord, he took the royal path
He was greatly strengthened and learned, for he attached himself to You;
By a divine wisdom, he did not work on his own;
But cooperated with all the leaderships;
Not to boast his abilities, knowledge, and wisdom
But to set forth together with them to the tabernacle of meeting;

And under Your tabernacle, He enjoyed the divine presence.

+ Strengthen me, O my God, to take the royal path;

To work by You, and with Your grace



To work together with my brethren, and not to isolate myself from them;

To encounter You In the midst of my brethren, O Lover of mankind.

+ | wish You are transfigured before me, as You appeared to Solomon,;
To hear Your divine voice, and acquire You;
To enjoy the divine wisdom, in and by You;
You are the secret of my riches, satiety, and joy;
You are the secret of my prosperity and happiness;

| hold fast to Your divine promises, the way my fathers did.

+ | will take the royal path; and will not divert to the right or to the left;
| shall never feel need,;
To me, the gold and silver of the world will be like stones;

And the chariots of the world, and all its possessions, as nothing.

+ Lifting my heart up to Your heavens;
And setting my soul forth as though on heavenly chariots;
| shall find rest in You, and abide forever;
All the currents of this world will not terrify me;
And the temptations of life will not destroy me;
| shall spend my whole life, an exultant journey in Your company
My soul will find peace; and the doors of my heart, mind, and emotions,
will open up for You;
By Your cross, You opened the gates of paradise before me;
And by Your grace You open the doors of my inner man;
Enter into my depths, O King of kings;
And set Your kingdom in me.




CHAPTER 2

THE PREPARATIONS FOR BUILDING THE HOUSE OF
THE LORD

This chapter reveals the goal of talking about the person of king Solomon; as the
book disregarded the political aspect in Solomon’s life, as it did in his father
David’s life; and concentrated on their role in the life of worship, and the

relationship of the people with God.

Solomon was characterized by a wide mind, an ability to judge with wisdom and
discipline, together with a grace from God to have the cooperation of the
leaderships and the whole people (1: 2). He entered, as well, into commercial
relationships with Egypt, the Hittites, and the Aramites (16, 17). Now we see him
issue an order to start building the house of the Lord, and prepare for that task
inside and outside, with a spirit of humility, and the living testimony to God, for

whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain (6)

1- The interior preparation for the building 1-2

2- Solomon seeks a skillful man from the king of Tyre 3-7.

3- Solomon seeks the best kinds of wood 8-9

4- Solomon gives a pledge to sustain the workers 10

5- A Message from the king of Tyre to Solomon 11 -
16

6- The aliens who were dwelling in the land of Israel partake of the work

17 -18

1- THE INSIDE PREPARATION FOR THE BUILDING:



Here, Solomon provides us with a program of work, whether spiritual or temporal;

which is to start by the inside before worrying about the needs from the outside.

“Then Solomon determined to build a temple for the name of

the Lord, and a royal house for himself’ (1)

Solomon issued an order to build a house for the name of the Lord, and to build a
royal house for himself. Here we notice that, while giving priority to the house of
the Lord, at the same time, he did not disregard the needs of the State, namely to
build a palace for running the affairs of the State. The spiritual work does nor
imply slothfulness, negligence, or disregard of the temporal commitments and
responsibilities. He did not seek a house for his own comfort, nor to display his
greatness, but sought one for his kingdom, namely for the services of the State,
to receive his subjects; and to represent an honor before the other States. The
first house is therefore for the glory of God, and the second one for the public
interest. He did not seek what is for himself, but rather what is for the Lord and
his brethren. As it was to be for administrative use, and as a dwelling place for
himself; It needed therefore; a high level of planning, which together with the

building took thirteen years to accomplish.(2 Kings 7: 1-12).

Solomon inherited from his father David his heart desire, and realized what he,
for so long dreamt; he who used to sing,: “One thing | have desired from the
Lord, that will I seek; that | may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my
life; to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple” (Psalm 27: 4);
And, “Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house, or go up to the comfort
of my bed; | will not give sleep to my eyes, or slumber to my eyelids, until | find a
place for the Lord, a dwelling place for the mighty God of Jacob” (Psalm 132: 3-
5)



In the wilderness, the people used to bring offerings and sacrifices to the
movable tabernacle; but now, being established in the promised land, and David
made huge efforts to widen the kingdom, it was high time to build a house for the
Lord, particularly that David had prepared an abundance of building materials

and plans, and prepared the leaders and the people for this task.

“Solomon selected seventy thousand men to bear burdens,
eighty thousand to quarry stone in the mountains, and three thousand six

hundred to oversee them” (2)

According to some, the personality of Solomon is different from that of his father
David: ... between David, the simple shepherd, who loved the people of God,
and served them with his whole heart, And Solomon, famed for his wisdom given
to Him by God, to set establishments, the temple of God in particular;....
Between David, the warrior who was preoccupied with battles since his youth to
the account of the people of God, trusting in God the Grantor of conquest; and
Solomon the man of politics, who attempted to make good relationships with the
surrounding nations, to have their support in the fulfillment of his projects; ...
Between David the ideal leader, who did what is right in the sight of God, to be
counted as the measure by which every king of Judah was evaluated; and
Solomon, ideal in his wisdom; whose was credited for building the temple (John
10: 23; Acts 3: 11; 5: 12); which the Jews desire to rebuild up to this very day.

According to some, Solomon assumed that he has exalted his people, having
brought them forth into the realm of the nations, and entered into commercial
treaties that brought prosperity and glory to his people in his days.; but the price
was too high, too heavy, and too bitter, after his death, and up to several
generations ahead, for his policy has actually caused a spiritual decline for his

people.

2- SOLOMON SEEKS A SKILLFUL MAN FROM THE KING OF TYRE:



“Then Solomon sent to Hiram king of Tyre, saying: ‘As you
have dealt with David my father, and sent him cedars to build himself a house to

dwell in, so deal with me” (3)

After numbering the working men in his State, Solomon resorted to the king of
Tyre in a spiritual, meek, and wise way. ... Solomon probably wrote to thank
Hiram for congratulating him on his enthronement; and at the same time to seek

his help in building a house for the name of the Lord. Here we notice

a- He starts his message by revealing the good relationships that were between
Hiram king of Tyre and David his father, an old, true and genuine relationship (3).
Then Solomon talked to Hiram concerning the building of a

house for the Lord, and the covenant with God (2 Samuel 7). Solomon sought
from the king of Tyre a sign of replenishing that true and amiable relationship.
b- He was not going to erect a memorial for his father David; but to build a temple
for God, whom the heaven of heavens cannot not contain. Solomon was
preoccupied, not with his temporal glory, nor that of his father, but the

glory of the living God.
c- In an obvious way, Solomon reveals his goal of building a house for the Lord
his God; namely in order for the people with their priests, to practice the

following:

* To glorify Him (4); Namely to testify to Him that He is Holy; to imitate the
Seraphim, who sing to Him “Holy” three times (Isaiah 6: 3); and to repeat it
without ceasing.

* To burn before Him sweet incense (4); to imitate the living creatures, and
the heavenly priests who stand before the Lamb, each having a harp and golden
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints

(Revelation 5: 8)
* To offer the perpetual showbread (4)



* To offer morning and evening burnt offerings (4)

* To practice weekly celebrations (the Sabbaths), monthly celebrations (the
new moons), annual celebrations (the set feasts of the Lord our God). Beside the
Jubilee, etc. (4)

In his friendship with the king of Tyre, Solomon does not flatter him but
testifies to God, saying: “for our God is greater than all gods ... the heaven of
heavens cannot contain Him (5-6); for fear that Hiram would assume

that the God of Israel is like his own pagan gods, whom they contain in their

temples.

d- Together with cherishing God with humility, he wrote without reservation: “Who
am | then that | should build him a temple, except to burn sacrifice before him?”
(6). Together with his desire to build Him a great house,

there is, however, no comparison between the greatness of the house, and
the greatness of the Lord Himself. He intended to confirm to the king of Tyre that
God is not like the gods of the Gentiles, dwells in a man-

made house (Acts 17: 24); but he builds a house for Him, so that the priests
and the worshippers would find a place to express their love for God, and their

desire to worship Him.

e- Solomon asks Hiram to send him a man of understanding and experience.
Although Solomon has skillful men in Jerusalem and Judah whom his father
David assigned (1 Chronicles 22: 150; yet he is in need of a leader to

lead those men in that huge task..

The king of Tyre represented the Gentiles, whom the children of Israel failed
to drive out or to send away from the promised land; But he also represented the
little remnant that could receive faith in the living God; and were

hence acceptable as partners in that great work — the building of the house of
the Lord.



Solomon’s message to Hiram the king of Tyre reveals the following scriptural

view of the temple or the house of the Lord:

a- The book, and in particular that message reveal that the main work of
Solomon was to build the house of the Lord, and to organize the worship therein;
and to engage the whole nation in an encounter with God through

worship. It so seem that Solomon with all his wisdom and activities, were only

preoccupied with nothing else but building the temple.

b- A confirmation that, although God is not limited by one place, yet He proclaims
His presence for the sake of His people, to make them enjoy His encounter, and
to express the mutual love between Him and humanity,

particularly with His own people.

c- Solomon'’s care for the contribution of Hiram and his men in building the
temple, prepares the way to reveal the call of the Gentiles to the gospel of Christ;
something that God has long prepared the Jews to accept, all along

their history, through their prophets.

There was the righteous ‘Job’, who, though he was not a descendant of
Abraham; yet in his name, a whole book in the Holy Book was dedicated; and
about whom it was said: “This man was blameless and upright; he feared God
and chunned evil” (Job 1: 1).

And the divine promise came to Abraham himself, saying “As for Me, this is

My covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations” (Genesis 17: 4).

And the Lord says: “These | will bring to My holy mountain, and give them joy
in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on My

altar; for My house will be called a house of prayer for



all nations” (lsaiah 56: 7)

+ “No prophet is accepted in his own town” (Luke 4: 24). If Anathoth, the
home town of the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 11: 21), did nor receive him
well; and it was the same with Isaiah and the other prophets, who were
rejected by their co-patriots; namely by the circumcised;...As for us, who
do not belong to the covenant, but are foreigners to it, we received Moses
and the prophets who proclaimed Christ, we received them with our whole

hearts more then the Jews who rejected Christ, and did not testify to Him.

“Behold, A am building a temple for the name of the Lord my
God, to dedicate it to Him, to burn before him sweet incense, for the
continual showbread, for the burnt offerings

morning and evening, on the Sabbaths, on the new moons,
and on the set feasts of the Lord our God. This is an ordinance

forever to Israel” (4)

In his message to the king of Tyre, Solomon explained the significance of
building the temple in a different way than what came in the book of the king; and

drew his attention to the following concepts:

1- In His house, the Lord dwells among His people (3); namely it
represents the divine presence.

2- ltis the personal house of God with every believer: “For the name of the
Lord my God” (4)

3- A sanctuary in which the sweet fragrance of incense is burned. Saying:
“To dedicate it to Him” (4), he calls us to liken the Seraphim seen by the

prophet Isaiah, who says: “I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and



exalted, and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above Him were
Seraphs, each with six wings. With two wings they covered their faces,
with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they
were calling to one another: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the
whole earth is full of His glory” (Isaiah 6: 1-3). St. Cyril the Great has a
magnificent commentary on this text that concerns our commitment to the

holy life and the holy worship, befitting to present to the Holy God.

+ “They fly” as they have no bodies to weigh them down; their minds
are always high up toward God; their dominion is high up; they do not
meditate in lowly things like we do, but keep their minds in the unutterable

exalted things.

Their mouths “offer praise, honor, and thanksgiving”, which they
proclaim in turn without getting bored; for everything up there is
practiced in an elaborate order.

They utter the word “Holy” three times, and ends the song of
thanksgiving by saying; “The Lord of hosts”; referring to the Holy Trinity

as one divine nature.

In our confession we say that the Father is there, so is the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. Nothing in their nature discerns between them, but they
are one godhead, perceived in three Persons. This is confirmed in
what

the holy Seraphim proclaims that “the whole earth is full of His
glory”; by which they told us ahead of the future secret of the
incarnation of Christ.

Before the Word becomes a body, the avenging Satan, the dragon,

the apostate, had the dominion over the whole earth under heaven;



and the creation was worshipped instead of the Creator. But when
the Word took a body, the whole earth became full of His glory;
every knee bowed before him; and, according to the Holy Book,
every tribe and tongue confessed Him and ministered to Him.

The blessed David presented this cry-out by the Spirit, saying: “All
nations whom You have made shall come and worship You, O Lord
“ (Psalm 86:9 ;Philippi 2: 10-11).

(St. Cyril the Great)
4- The house of the heavenly banquet, for the perpetual showbread.

5- The house of the perfect love: where the believer presents his life a
perfect burnt offering day and night. Here, Solomon referred to the burnt
offerings, and not to the sin offering, nor to the trespass offering[ as the
book, here, does not talk about the sins and forgiveness, but takes us
forth as though to heaven itself, where the perpetual praise is, and the

perfect burnt offerings of love is made.

6- The continual house of joy: for the celebration of the Sabbaths, the new
moons, and the set feasts of the Lord our God (4). By the set feasts of the
Lord, he means the great annual feasts; namely, the Passover, the
Pentecost; and the feast f the tabernacles (Leviticus 23: 4-44;

Deuteronomy 16 1-17).

“And the temple which I build will be great, for our God is
greater than all gods” (5)

“But who is able to build Him a temple, since heaven and the
heaven of heavens cannot contain Him. Who am | then, that |

should build Him a temple, except to burn sacrifice before Him” (6)



The Old Testament often spoke of the heaven of heavens (Deuteronomy 10: 14;
1 Kings 8: 27; 2 Chronicles 6: 18; Nehemiah 9: 6; Psalm 68: 33; Psalm 148: 4).

The apostle Paul says that he was “caught up to the third heaven” (2 Corinthians
12: 2)

And in the ‘Targum’ it came: As the lower, middle, and the higher heavens, could
not contain Him, who supports all things by His arm, and by His authority; the
heaven is the throne of His glory, and the earth is His footstool; the depth and the
whole world is supported by the spirit of His word; .... “Who am | then, that |
should build Him a temple?” (6)

The Jews used to believe that there are seven heavens; and in the Old
Testament, “a heaven of heavens” was mentioned; which most probably refers to
the “third heaven”, where there is the divine throne, and the dwelling place of the
saints with the heavenlies in the eternal life. And according to some, like
‘Ambroseaster’, [Paul the apostle was caught up twice: once to the third heaven,
and another to the paradise, where the right hand robber was taken when he was
crucified together with the Lord Christ].

“Therefore send me at once a man skillful to work in gold
and silver, in bronze and iron, in purple, in crimson, and blue, who
has skill to engrave with the skillful men who are with

me in Judah and Jerusalem, whom David my father
provided” (7)

The excavations confirmed that the Israelites were not experts in arts

If God has chosen the children of Israel in the old as His own people, it was to

prepare the way for the Savior of the world to come from the tribe of Judah, to



open up the gates of heaven before all nations and peoples. “Foreigners will
rebuild your walls, and their kings will serve you; Your gates will always stand
open; they will never be shut, day or night, so that men will bring you the wealth
of the nations — their kings led in triumphal procession” (Isaiah 6: 10, 11). And in
Zechariah it came: “Those who are far away will come and help to build the
temple of the Lord; and you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you”
(Zechariah 6: 15).

Solomon opens the gates of heaven before the peoples and the nations; for the
house he builds is for God, whom the heavens and the heaven of heavens
cannot contain. ... Will it be confined to one people? ...t is the house of the
Creator of heaven and earth, who will be content with the gathering together of

all peoples together with Him, and with His ministers, the heavenly hosts.

3- SOLOMON SEEKS THE BEST KINDS OF WOOQOD:

“Also send me cedar and cypress and algum logs from
Lebanon, for | know that your servants have skill to cut timber in
Lebanon; and indeed my servants will be with your servants” (8)

“To prepare timber for me in abundance, for the temple

which | am about to build shall be great and wonderful” (9)

He sought from the king of Tyre to send him a man, great in his skill and
leadership; And he also sought that the materials to be used in building the
house of the Lord, be of the best kinds, ‘for the temple which | am about to build
is great and wonderful” (9).

4- ASOLOMON GIVES A PLEDGE TO SUSTAIN THE WORKERS:



“And indeed | will give to your servants, the hewers who cut timber,
twenty thousand kors of ground wheat, twenty thousand kors of
barley, twenty thousand baths of wine, and twenty

thousand baths of oil” (10)

King Solomon pledged to be very generous in sustaining the workers. He
promised Hiram that he will not provide the workers with just “bread and water”,
but with an abundance of wheat, barley, oil, and wine. He promised, beside
providing them with high wages, to care for their nutrition and their comfort; he

will even provide them with wine.

5- A MESSAGE FROM THE KING OF TYRE TO SOLOMON:

“Then Hiram king of Tyre answered in writing, which he sent to
Solomon: ‘Because the Lord loves His people, He has made you

king over them™ (11)

The way Solomon, with wisdom, reverence, and honor, wrote to the king of Tyre,,
had its impact on Hiram; who wrote him back congratulating the people of Israel
for his wise reign; “Because the Lord loves His people, He has made you king
over them” (11). He did not say: Because the Lord loves you, He made you king;
but “Because the Lord loves His people...”. For the good leaders is a good gift

from God to his holy and beloved people..

Hiram’s response to Solomon’s message revealed the extension of the
knowledge of God among the nations; and tells of the reaction of the Gentiles to
the gospel of Christ, and their happiness with it. We can say that Hiram here,
prepared the way, symbolically, for the church of the Gentiles, in the following

ways



1- Hiram, the king of Tyre took upon himself the role of Cornellius, the
Gentile centurion, who with his household, and those assembled in his
house, encountered Simon Peter, to listen to him, and to enjoy the grace
of baptism

2- That work prepared the way for what Paul the apostle did, in his care for
the uncircumcised Gentiles, and their response to his preaching. The
response of Hiram befits the Gentiles, thirsty for the knowledge of the
evangelic truth, and faith in it.

“Hiram also said :blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who made
heaven and earth, for He has given king David a wise son,
endowed with prudence and understanding, who will build

a temple for the Lord, and a royal house for himself” (12)

Hiram testified that the Lord so loved His people to make Solomon reign over
them; being the son of David the man of wisdom and knowledge; to build a
house for the Lord, and a royal house for his kingdom. Was that not a prophecy
about the testimony of the Gentiles to the true Solomon, the Lord of Glory, the
Son Of David, the Wisdom of God, who established the church of the new

covenant, an eternal house, a center of His heavenly kingdom?!

Here, Hiram sees Solomon, not only as a good gift from the Lord to His people,
but also a good gift to his own father David: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for He has given David a wise son, endowed with prudence and understanding”

(12). For the prudent son is a gift from God to his family.

Walking by the spirit of godliness and uprightness, thanks to the same spirit of
David their king, the people of Israel had an impact on the surrounding nations
like Tyre. On the contrary, when the people of Israel tended to worship the gods

of the Gentiles around them, those nations were stirred up against them,



prevailed upon them and humiliated them. Whenever man does evil, evil itself will

lead him to perdition, and deprive him of his honor and possibilities.

“And now | have sent a skillful man, endowed with understanding,
Huram my master craftsman” (13)

“ (the son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a
man of Tyre), skillful to work in gold and silver, bronze and iron,
stone and wood, purple and blue, fine linen

and crimson, and to make any engraving and to accomplish any
plan which may be given to him, with your skillful men and with the
skillful men of my lord David your father” (14)

Hiram sent to Solomon a Skillful man having both Israeli and Gentile blood; his
mother was a daughter of the tribe of Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre.
That skillful man refers to the church of the new covenant that embraces

members of Jewish origin and others of gentile origin.

“Now therefore, the wheat, the barley, the oil, and the wine, which
my Lord has spoken of, let him send to his servants” (15)

“And we will cut wood from Lebanon, as much as you need, we will
bring it to you in rafts by sea to Joppa, and you will carry it up to

Jerusalem” (16)

A treaty was made between the two kings: the king of Tyre provides Solomon
with all his needs, and brings them forth to Joppa; And Solomon provides the
workers with all their needs (15 — 16). This treaty was mentioned in 1 Kings 5: 8-
9.

7- THE ALIENS WHO WERE IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL PARTAKE OF
THE WORK:



“Then Solomon numbered all the aliens who were in the land of
Israel, after the census which David his father had numbered them,
and there were found to be one hundred and

fifty-three thousand six hundred” (17)

By the aliens are meant the Canaanites who used to inhabit the land before, and
were not driven out by the Israelites.

“And he made seventy thousand of them bearers of burdens, eighty
thousand hewers of stone in the mountain, and three thousand six

hundred overseers to make the people work” (18)

Solomon used the aliens who had no right of inheritance in the promised land, as
bearers of burdens and hewers of stones. Their number at that time was one
hundred and fifty-three thousand six hundred. They were not forced to work for
free, but to earn their living for a generous wage, according to the

commandment, saying: “You shall not oppress a stranger” (Exodus 23: 9)

Beside the goods that proceed from the fertile land of Canaan, the project of
building the temple, the palace of the queen, and the other projects run by king

Solomon, were source of income to many.

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 2

WHAT DO YOU WANT ME TO DO, O LORD?



+ You chose David, the youngest of his brothers;
Who was despised by his father and brothers;
But You never despise the little ones;
You took that young shepherd,
And let him sit on the throne to shepherd Your people;
Instead of the flute by which he used to gather the sheep around him,

You set him to be the sweet Psalmist of Israel.

+ You chose his son Solomon, a wise king in his youth;
You granted him wisdom from up high;

And together with wisdom, you granted him the riches, the glory, and

fame;
He put in his heart to build You a house;
You, whom heavens and earth could not contain.
+ You granted him wisdom, grace, and good ordinance;

He called the king of Tyre to partake of building Your house;

And he let the aliens partake of the work to Your account, O Holy One;
He found grace in the sight of all;

And by his wisdom he did not abuse their love;

But provided them with their needs for their work.

+ O, who chose David and Solomon;
And granted each of them the work that suits his talents and possibilities;
| wonder, what do You want me to do?
Open my eyes up to perceive my mission;
Hold my hand, and lead me, strengthen my depths;
Make me work, but not with slothfulness;
For by You | can do anything;

Grant me not to pervert to the right nor to the left;



But by Your Holy Spirit, | would commit myself to walk along the royal
path;

Be my Leader, my Helper, and my Refuge;

So as not to cease working according to Your holy will.




CHAPTER 3

BUILDING THE HOUSE OF THE LORD

The two books of the kings give a fuller account of the building of the house of the Lord, than
here in the books of the chronicles.

The place and the time of building the temple 1-2

The dimensions and the decorations of the temple 3-9

The two cherubs in the Most Holy Place 10 - 13

The curtain (the veil) of the temple 14

The pillars 15-17
A warning

THE PLACE AND THE TIME OF BUILDING THE TEMPLE:

In our commentary of the book of Exodus (chapter 25), we saw that, according to father
Methodeus: The Jews prophesied about what we shall be; while we prophesy about the
heavenlies; for the tabernacle (the temple) is a symbol of the church; while the church is the

symbol of the heavenlies.

“Then Solomon began to build the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem on Mount
Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father David. It was on the threshing floor of
Araunah
the Jebusite, the place provided by David” (1)

This chapter is the only place in the Holy Book, where the location of the temple was
proclaimed — Mount Moriah — where Abraham was ready to offer his son Isaac a sacrifice to
God (Genesis 22: 2).

The temple was erected in the location where the first symbol or a practical reference to the

sacrifice of the only begotten Son, took place; offered by the Father for the salvation of



humanity. That is the foundation and the goal of the house of God, namely the enjoyment of

the sacrifice of redemption, offered by the Lord Christ.

+ According to his faith, Abraham got attached to the commandment of the Word of God; and
with a ready mind, he offered to God as sacrifice, his only beloved son. And what would bring
pleasure to the heart of God, is to offer to the account of all Abraham’s descendants, His only

begotten Son a sacrifice for our redemption.

(St.
Erinaos)

The choice of this location reveals how God looks at His holy house in the midst of His people; as

the house of the Passover sacrifice, that grants the believer a joyful salvation.

Solomon did not have to search for a convenient location for the temple; for he already had the
location ahead (1 chronicles 21: 18;; 22: 1); His father intended to give him the peace of
mind; not to waste his time; and to spare

him any probable controversies between his leaders as to the best place to erect it.

The choice of the location of the temple was based on the following criteria:

a- It is in Jerusalem; the city chosen by God to put His name on. And heaven
was called ‘the higher Jerusalem” (Galatians 4: 26)

b- On Mount Moriah; where Abraham was ready to offer his only son Isaac a
burnt offering to God (Genesis 22: 2); and where God provided Abraham with a ram to offer
instead of his son Isaac. As it was a symbol of the sacrifice of the Lord Christ, it was befitting
to build the house of the Lord upon the atonement sacrifice of Christ on behalf of the whole
world.

c- In that location the Lord appeared to David and answered him with fire (1
Chronicles 21: 18, 26). And there, David offered a sacrifice as an atonement on the sin he

has committed.



David purchased the lot by his own money, and refused to offer a sacrifice
on a site given free to him. He purchased it through a divine inspiration.

The temple was set on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite; to let
the Gentiles perceive that He is God of all mankind, and not confined to the Jews alone.

In the Jewish tradition there came a story concerning that location, saying
that two brothers who were living in the vicinity, one was married with children, and the other
a bachelor. Out of love for his unmarried brother, and feeling that he was in need of help to
prepare for his coming wedding, the married one used to carry some produce from his
storehouse, and bring them secretly to the storehouse of his brother. At the same time the
bachelor, out of love for his married brother, and feeling that he was in need of help with his
heavy family burden, used to do the same thing every evening. Every morning each one of
them noticed that his storehouse remained the same. And on a certain evening, the two
encountered one another carrying produce to his brother’s storehouse. When they realized
the beautiful fact, they embraced one another and cried for joy. In that location of brotherly

love, God chose to set His holy house, the house of divine and brotherly love.

“He began building on the second day of the second month of the fourth year of his
reign” (2)

The actual work did not start before the fourth year of the reign of king Solomon (2). Even
though the location was fixed, and so was the architectural plan; yet the project was so huge
and in need of elaborate preparations; beside the enormous number of workers, who needed

some time to be all available.

THE DIMENSIONS AND THE DECORATIONS OF THE TEMPLE:

“The foundation Solomon laid for building the temple of God was sixty cubits long and
twenty cubits wide (using the cubits of the old standard).(3)

“ The portico at the front of the temple was twenty cubits long across the width of the
building, and twenty cubits high. He overlaid the inside with pure gold” (4)



As the dimensions of the building were already set by king David, there was no need to
change them. It is to be noticed that the height was great compared to the length and width.

The height was 120 cubits, while the length and the width were each only 20 cubits.

The height of the sanctuary was 30 cubits; while the main court before it, which was not

mentioned in the book of the kings, was a separate high building before the sanctuary.

“He paneled the main hall with pine and covered it with fine gold and decorated it with

palm tree and chain designs” (5)

As to the decorations of the temple, although the woodwork was extremely magnificent; It
was however covered with fine gold (5). the great house was paneled by pine wood, covered

with fine gold; and decorated with palm trees and chain designs.

According to the scholar Origen, the wood, used in the house of the Lord was of a kind

resistant to pests, which refers to knowledge or chastity that never gets old nor corrupt.

The gold, as we have already repeated in our commentary on the Holy Book, refers to
heaven; the palm tree to victory, and the chains to unity. The golden chains refer to the
prominent feature of the church of Christ, that bears the heavenly thought, perpetually enjoys
the life of victory in her strife against the devil and sin; and the unity of her members together

as one body for the One Head — the Lord Christ -- as a holy heavenly bride.

According to the scholar Origen, the gold refers to faith that makes the heart heaven, hence it
refers to the heavenlies; And it refers as well, to the saints, being heaven, and God dwells in
their hearts. He says: [If you believe, you will offer your heart and mind as gold! ... That is
why, Moses, representing the spiritual law, proclaims: “From what you have, take (an
offering)” (Exodus 35: 5)... If you can take from what the things you have, they are, therefore

inside you; namely, we can offer the Lord of our feelings, words, etc.]



And according to father Methodeus, gold refers to the life of virginity, saying: [God
commanded to make the articles to be used in the Most Holy place, of gold, for two reasons:
The first for it never rusts; and the second is that its color is close to that of the sun rays; by
which it suits the virginity that bears no defilement nor wrinkles; but always shines with the
light of the Word. Through it we can stand close to God, inside the Most Holy place, before
the curtain (the veil), with undefiled hands, offering acceptable prayers to the Lord, sweet
fragrance of incense in the golden censors of the twenty-four elders, which are the prayers of
the saints.

“He adorned the temple with precious stones; and the gold he used was gold of
Parvaim” (6)
“He overlaid the ceiling beams, the door frames the walls, and the doors of the temple

with gold; and he carved cherubim on the walls” (7)

As the Most Holy place represents the heavenly throne of God, There are the two statutes of
the cherubim; and the veil is decorated with the images of the cherubim (14); who would
never allow entrance to the throne of God except to those bearing the heavenly features.
Even the walls are decorated by images of the cherubim, because the house of God is a

second heaven.

“He built the Most Holy Place, its length corresponding to the width of the temple —
twenty cubits long and twenty cubits wide. He overlaid the inside with six hundred talents of
fine gold” (8)

“The gold nails weighed sixty shekels. He also overlaid the upper parts with gold” (9)

All things in the temple were overlaid with gold.

If the temple refers to the heart of the believer, according to the words of the apostle Paul:
"Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple, and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” (1
Corinthians 3 16. And gold refers to the heavenlies, it is, therefore, befitting of the believer to

have his whole inner life and behavior, bear a heavenly feature.



The Most Holy place, with its twenty cubits long, and twenty cubits wide, is wholly overlaid

with gold; even the nails are of gold, and its upper parts are overlaid with gold.

The temple, being a symbol of heaven, all its walls, doors, and foundations, are adorned with

precious stones and pearls (Revelations 21: 18-21).

3- THE TWO CHERUBIM IN THE MOST HOLY PLACE:

“In the Most Holy Place he made a pair of sculptured cherubim and overlaid them with
gold” (10)

The word ‘cherubim’, meaning (knowledge); According to the scholar Origen, the two
cherubs are described as being golden; as they refer to the abundance of the heavenly

knowledge.

“The total wingspan of the cherubim was twenty cubits. One wing of the first cherub
was five cubits long and touched the wing of the other cherub” (11)
“Similarly, one wing of the second cherub was five cubits long and touched the other

temple wall, and its other wing, also five cubits long, touched the wing of the first cherub” (12)

If the wings of the two cherubs were together twenty cubits long, five cubits for every wing,
the two wings are spread to occupy the whole width of the Most Holy place.. If the Most Holy
place represents the heaven, into which no one would enter except those who bear the
feature of heaven, it is befitting of all men, encountering the Lord, to enjoy the heavenly

features, and dust would have no place in their hearts.

“The wings of these cherubim extended twenty cubits. They stood on their feet facing
the main hall” (13)



Before the building of the temple, the two cherubs over the ark of the covenant were
relatively small; but now they are so big to fill all the width of the Most Holy place. The two
cherubs were standing with their faces directed toward the ark of the covenant; to appear as
servants of the unseen God; as though calling all believers, priests, Levites, and people, to

partake of their worship of God, and not to worship them instead.

THE CURTAIN (THE VEIL) OF THE TEMPLE:

“He made the curtain of blue, purple, and crimson yarn and fine linen, with cherubim
worked into it” (14)

The curtain veils the Most Holy place from the sanctuary; revealing the need of humanity,
even those who worship God, to reconcile with God; to be able to cross over to the
heavenlies. That was realized by the cross of the Lord Christ, when the curtain of the temple
was torn in two from top to bottom (Matthew 27: 51); not by human hand, but by the work of

the Savior Himself.

The curtain was made of several materials and diverse colors: blue, purple, and crimson,
and of fine linen (14). The blue refers to heaven; the purple is worn by kings; the crimson is
the color of blood; and the white linen refers to purity. It is therefore befitting of the believer to
bear the heavenly feature, and to walk as a king of authority; not to fear the hosts of
darkness, to enjoy the blood of the Lord Christ for the remission of sins, and to live in purity

and chastity.

We have already talked about the symbolism of the blue, the purple, the crimson, and the

linen, in our commentary on chapter 25 of the book of Exodus.

According to the scholar Origen, the purple refers to the shine of love, as well as to fire. The
true Christian bears the fire of the Holy Spirit in his heart, that lightens his way, and burns the

thorns that strangle the soul.



The crimson refers to the blood of the Lord Christ, the Savior; to our testimony to Him even to
blood; for according to the apostle”: “for Your sake, we are killed all day long” (Psalm 44:
22).. The crimson used to refer to shedding the blood of believers, whether in the eras of

martyrdom, or in bringing them to death, daily, for the sake of the Lord.

The twined yarn of fine linen, refer to the body. Being twined refers to being disciplined and
controlled; according to the saying of the apostle Paul: “I discipline my body, and bring it into
subjection” (1 Corinthians 9: 27). every control and discipline of the body in Jesus Christ is an

offering to the house of the Lord.

THE TWO PILLARS:

“In the front of the temple he made two pillars, which together, were thirty-five cubits
long, each with a capital on top measuring five cubits” (15)

“He made interwoven chains and put them on top of the pillars. He also made a
hundred pomegranates and attached them to the chains” (16)

“He erected the pillars in the front of the temple, one to the south, and one to the
north. The one to the south he named Jakin, and the one to the north Boaz” (17)

Two pillars were erected in front of the temple, each 18 cubits high (1 Kings &: 15); called
Jakin (namely the foundation), and Boaz (namely thepower). Which, according to some, refer
to the house of David established by the Lord (2 Samuel 7), and will stand fast by the power
of God. The chains on the top of the pillars, refer to the unity of the whole nation, even
though formed of twelve tribes.

If the unity in the Old Testament was symbolized by chains connecting the pillars; the Lord
gave us His body, to make all, diverse organs in one body, with one Head — our Lord Jesus
Christ.

A WARNING:



Although Solomon enjoyed several privileges, like the wisdom, building the house of the
Lord, and the other things, by which he seems as though he surpassed his father David; Yet,
those privileges would eventually came to judge him, when he misused them. According to
St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi, when Solomon was splendid, God sent fire and consumed his
offering, a sign of accepting him and having pleasure with him. But once he started to
sacrifice to the demons and idols, He cast him away from His face.... Now, why did God who
knows everything choose Judas as His disciple? ... And why did He create Satan, the
opponent of the divine truth? ...He said;

He created him while being beautiful, pure, blameless, meek, upright, and full of love
toward the Son of God;

After choosing him, fitting, and full of beauty, he eventually changed, lost his beauty,
and became repulsive.

If you say that, knowing for sure ahead that he would change; why did He choose him
for such a temporary and non-abiding beauty?

Much could be said in this concern, if you listen to them with love and discernment.
In case God, who searches the heart and mind, acts according to His prior knowledge, He
would annul the ordinance of the exalted might.
He would not bring Adam forth into paradise; and would not command him not to eat from the
tree (Genesis 2: 17)
He would not create Satan together with the angels; Nor would make the crafty serpent that
led Eve astray (Genesis 3: 1).
That would have annulled the upright might of creation; and the world would not come into
existence the way it did.
If He acted according to His prior knowledge, He would not conform the blasphemer in his
mother’'s womb.
Nor would give the idol-worshipper the chance to see light; nor would, altogether, bring the
non-believer into the world.
God, Knowledgeable in everything, brought Himself down to no knowledge, for the sake of

His exalted mercies for His creation.



He created Adam, and despite knowing beforehand that he will disobey Him, He went ahead
and created him

With His good intention, God brought him into paradise, despite knowing that he will not
abide in it.

He strictly commanded him not to eat from the tree; And if He acted according to His prior
knowledge, He would not command him.

Despite His prior knowledge that Satan is going to fall, God created him among the heavenly
creatures

God gave the atheist a mouth and a tongue, although He knew that he will use them to
blaspheme Him.

God brought Adam into paradise to stay there; but his exit from it is a result of his own sin.
Satan was created among Michael’s folks, yet when he envied, he fell, and lost his freedom.
When God chose Judas, knowing beforehand that he will deliver Him, He likened His Father
in His works;

When Judas was beautiful, the Lord assigned him to preach together with the other beautiful
disciples and when he became a traitor, He put him among His crucifiers;

God His Father does not discard anyone as long as he is beautiful;

When Solomon was beautiful, God responded to his prayer, sent fire on his offering (1
chronicles 7: 1) ;But when he became a minister to the heathen sacrifices, He cast him away
(1 Kings 11).

The Son of God promised Judas a throne (Matthew 19: 28); But when he denied Him, he

brought him down, and the hanging rope was his wages (Matthew 27: 5).

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-
Serougi)

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 3

SET YOUR AMAZING TEMPLE IN ME



+  Allow me, O Heavenly One, to wonder:
How were the feelings of the heavenly hosts;
As they saw You incarnate in the virgin womb for my sake?
Heaven is not pure in Your sight, O Holy One;
Heaven and earth could not contain You, O Infinite One!
The heavenly creatures could not perceive Your exalted secrets;
How did You descend to our earth; You whom all the heavenly hosts fear You;

+  You came down to set out of the men of dust, almost heavenly creatures
To bring us up from the trash;
And by Your Holy Spirit, to make us a temple for Yourself;

+  Solomon built for You a temple on Mount Moriah;
Where Abraham offered his son Isaac a burnt offering, by intention and love.
And where David offered a sacrifice to seek Your forgiveness, and to save Your
people from the plague;
Here You are, the Lord of Solomon and his Savior, set Your temple inside me;
By Your Holy Spirit, You turn my depths into a new Mount Moriah;
And even to set out of my heart a new Golgotha;

To proclaim the power of Your cross, and the gladness of Your resurrection in me;

+  Solomon paneled Your house with pine wood, and overlaid it with fine gold;
And here You overlay my heart with un-corruptible virginity;

And turn my nature of dust into an almost heavenly nature;

+  Solomon decorated Your house with extremely beautiful precious stones
And here You are, adorn my soul with Your Holy Spirit;
To grant me the fellowship of Your amazing nature;
To become, by Your grace, a living icon of you

To take from what is Yours, and give me;



To grant me love, joy, peace, chastity, and goodness;

To shine Your light in me, to scatter the darkness.

+  No man could enter the most Holy place;

Except the High Priest once a year;

And here You are, dwelling in me, together with your heavenly Father and the Holy
Spirit;

How great is your love for humanity!

You raised her from her fall, up to exalted glories;

You prepared her to enjoy sonhood to You;

And Here you are, preparing for her an endless inheritance;

Grant our hearts, minds, emotions, and feelings;

To become a choir that unceasingly praise Your name;

To partake of the life of the heavenly hosts;

What an amazing temple, You made by Your own hands!




CHAPTER 4

THE METAL FURNITURE AND THE HOLY ARTICLES

The furnishing of the temple came in 1 Kings 7: 13 — 51), It had its importance in the temple
of the Lord; and, at the same time, it bore symbols that touch the life of the believers in the
new covenant. Without that furnishings, set by the Lord, it was not possible for the priests to
practice their work that would bring pleasure to the Lord.

The bronze altar 1

The Sea of cast bronze 2-6

The lampstands and the tables 7-8

The doors for the priests’ court 9-10

The holy articles and others 11-22

Some may wonder, what shall we benefit from our study  of the holy temple, the metal
furnishing, and the holy articles?
The scholar Origen gives us the answer to this question in his talk about the tabernacle of

meeting and its furnishings, which also apply to the temple.

Everyone of us can build a tabernacle of meeting for God in his own soul. And as the early
fathers said, that the tabernacle of meeting represents the whole world; Every individual
bears the image of the world. Why then, can each of us consummate the image of the

tabernacle inside himself?

The pillars of virtues have to be erected inside him; which refer to longsuffering, and
prudence. For man sometimes may look as one with perseverance, yet without prudence;
Such a person has pillars, but not silver. He who suffers because of the Word of God, and
preaches it with courage, is adorned with the silver pillars, and is protected by them.



Palaces inside you could also be open wider, when the heart is open; according to the words
uttered by the apostle Paul to the Corinthians, saying: “You also should be open” (2
Corinthians 6: 13). Man could also strengthen himself by ‘bars’, when he is bound to the unity

of love.

And he can stand on the silver foundations, when he is founded upon the steadfast

prophetical and apostolic Word of God..

He can adorn the tops of the pillars with capitals, with faith in Christ; for “The head of every
man is Christ” (1 Corinthians 11: 3).

Man can also set ten courts in his soul, when he goes deep, not just in one, two, or three
words in the law; but when he enjoy the openness of the spiritual meaning of the ten
commandments of the law; when he give the fruition of the spirit: love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, and faithfulness; particularly when he adds ‘Love’ to all
these; when his soul is alert: “when he will not give sleep to her eyes, or slumber to her
eyelids, until he finds a place for the Lord, a dwelling place for the Mighty God of Jacob”
(Psalm 132: 4-5)

| say: Let a steadfast altar is set in his soul, on which prayers are raised, to enjoy the mercy
of God; on which pride, as a well-fed calf is sacrificed by the knife of moderation; anger is

slaughtered as a ram; and all evil pleasures are slaughtered as goats.

Let him know how to keep for the priests the right limb, the breast, and the jaw from the
sacrifice; as a reference to the good deeds of the right hand (nanely not doing any kind of
evil); the breast refers to the upright heart, and the dedicated mind; while the jaw represents
the uttered Word of God.

Let man perceive the necessity of putting the “lampstand” in his inner sanctuary, perpetually
lighting its lamps; And of girdling his waist, to become like the faithful servant who waits for

the return of his master from the wedding (Luke 12: 35-36); About these lamps, the Lord



Himself says: “The lamp of the body is the eye” (Matthew 6: 22). Let him put the lampstand at
the south end facing the north; For when the lamps are lighted, namely when the inner heart
flares up, it would perpetually watch toward the north, to anticipate what come from the north,
when “He saw a boiling pot, and it is facing away from the north; ... For out of the north,
calamity shall break forth “ (Jeremiah 1L 13-14). Let man, therefore, be always alert,
anticipate the deception of his enemy, and always ready to confront his wars, whenever he
starts his attacks; according to the words of the apostle Peter: “Your adversary the devil

walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5: 8).

Let him put “the table, with twelve loaves of bread” on the north, directed toward the
south. The bread refers to the apostolic word in number, power, and continuity of use,
according God’s command to the prophet Moses that bread has to be perpetually put before
the lord; and man has to direct his sight on the south in anticipation of the coming of the Lord,

“For the comes from Teman”, as it is written, which is in the south.:

Let him put “the altar of incense” in the depths of his heart, to say together with the apostle:
“We are the sweet fragrance of Christ” (2 Corinthians 2: 15).

Let every man have an “ark of covenant” where he keeps the two tablets of the law, to
meditate in God’s law day and night (Psalm 1: 2); Let his mind be, like the ark of the
covenant, and like a library that includes the books of God; for the prophets have “blessed

those who keep His commandments” in their memory (Psalm 105 (106): 3).

Let him, as well, keep in his heart “the pot of manna”, a reference to the beauty and
sweetness of the understanding the Word of God; And let him also keep “the rod of Aaron”,

which gave flowers of upright chastisement; a reference to the teachings of priesthood.

Beside all those heavenly things,, let him put on “the attire of the high priest”, which is the
best a man can do, namely taking upon himself the role of the high priest. which, according
to some, refers to watching the heart; while to others, it is the reasonable thought of the

mind. Whatever it is called, it would remain referring to that part of the soul that has the main



tendency toward God. Let us then, adorn this part by a long priesthood garment, that reaches
down to cover the feet, and the whole body; a reference to be wholly covered with the attire
of chastity. Let him also put on the outer robe, adorned with precious stones, a reference to
the good deeds: “that men may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5: 16). The high priest should cover up his private parts of his body, “to be holy,
both in body and in spirit” (1 Corinthians 7: 34); and pure both in thought and works. He
should put bells on the lower fringe of his robe so that, according to the Holy Book, “its sound
will be heard when he goes into the holy place before the Lord, and when he comes out”
(Exodus 28: 35). Those bells, in my opinion have the goal that he should not keep silent
concerning the last days of life and the end of the world, but, by continuous ringing, they are
as though debate and talk, according to the words: “In all you do, remember the end of your
life, and then you will never sin” (Sirach 7: 36). This way, our inner man is adorned to
become like the high priest of God, worthy to enter, not only into the sanctuary, but even into

the Most Holy Place, and to approach the throne of mercy. with the cherubim.

While the sanctuary refers to the holy life in the present world, the Most Holy Place, into
which the high priest enters once a year, refers to the crossing over to the heavenlies, where
the throne of mercy is, and where He who sits on the cherubim, where God proclaims
Himself in the pure heart; He who says: “For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke
17: 21)

(The scholar
Origen)
THE BRONZE ALTAR:

“Moreover, he made a bronze altar; twenty cubits was its length, twenty cubits was its
width, and ten cubits was its height” (1)

He who approaches the temple from the east, will find the entrance into the court of the
priests. To that entrance, the people used to come with their sacrifices and offerings which

they bring forth to the Lord. On the right hand toward the south, there was the bronze altar,



on which fire has been perpetually ablaze, and the priests offering the sacrifices (Exodus 27:
1-8; 38: 1-7) That bronze altar, here, was analogous to a similar Mosaic altar in Gibeon (1: 6;

Exodus 38: 30); yet much larger.

The things made of bronze were: the altar of burnt offerings (1); the Sea of cast bronze; the
lavers to contain the water (2-6); the cover of the doors of the courts of the priest (19), and

certain articles of the altar, etc. (10-18).

The bronze altar, on which a multitude of sacrifices were offered and burnt; was not
mentioned in the book of the kings; and was much larger than the one built by Moses in the
tabernacle of meeting, which was not more than five square cubits; while the bronze altar in
the temple of Solomon was twenty square cubits; on account of that, with the great increase,
in the number of the children of Israel, and their riche; there was hope that they would be, as
well, more godly, through their experience of fellowship with God all along the successive
generations.. Because it was expected that the sacrificed would be more numerous than
before, it was made so wide to accommodate a greater number of them. The way God has
widened their frontiers, it was befitting of them to make His altar bigger; For what you offer

should be according to what you get.

The altar was ten cubits high, to let the people who worship in the outer court see the burnt
offerings, and that their hearts be so impressed by what they see, to offer repentance on their
sins; saying: [For the sake of God’s mercy, | did not perish; and this sacrifice is received by
God as an atonement for my sins]. And by that they would probably be led to recognize the
great sacrifice that is to be offered at the fullness of time — the sacrifice of the Lord Christ....
They would probably soar up in the heavenlies, when they see the smoke ascending from

the burnt sacrifices.

The Holy Book did not say how they ascended, carrying the sacrifices, up to the high altar;
but according to some they must have done, the way they would ascend up hill, without using

a staircase, which is forbidden by the law (Exodus 20: 26).



In the sermons of the scholar Origen, on the book of Joshua, he presents to us a living
portrait of the ministry of the altar, and the sacrifices in the old covenant, as a symbol of what

was later fulfilled in the sacrifice of the Lord Christ on the cross.

If we understand the way Moses died, we may perceive how the Lord Christ reigns. When
you see the desolation of Jerusalem; the altar without sacrifices nor offerings, and with
neither priests nor Levites, When you see all that, you may say that Moses, the servant of
God has died..

When you notice that no one comes three times a year to stand before the face of the Lord;
offers offerings in the temple, slays the lamb of Passover, eats unleavened bread, offers the
firstfruit, dedicates the firstborn; When you see all that you may say that Moses the servant of
God has died.

But when you see how the Gentiles entered into faith, the churches are built, the altar
consecrated by the precious blood of Jesus Christ instead of the blood of the sacrifices; and
perceive that the priests and the Levites are no longer preoccupied with the blood of bulls
and calves, but with the Word of God through the grace of the Holy Spirit; When you see all
that you may say that the Lord Christ has taken the leadership instead of Moses

When you see Christ, our new Passover, slain, when you eat the unleavened bread of
salvation; and you see how the good land of the church gives fruition, thirty, sixty, and a
hundredfold, namely, the widows, the virgins, and the martyrs; When you see the people of
Israel increase in number, those who are born, not out of the will nor the body of man, but
from God to become the children of God; and those who were scattered are gathered
together into One in His Person; ... When you see keeping the law of the Sabbath, not by
forsaking work, but by uprooting sin; When all these things are consummated, you will then
perceive that Moses the servant of God has died; and that Christ the Son of God has the

leadership



(The scholar

Origen)

THE SEA OF CAST BRONZE:

“Then he made the Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the other; it was
completely round. Its height was five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits measured its

circumference” (2)

On the left hand side of the entrance, toward the south side of the court of the priests, there
was the Sea of cast bronze, instead of the small laver which was set in the court of the
tabernacle of meeting (Exodus 30: 17-21’ 38: 8).. It stood on twelve oxen statutes; probably
referring to the twelve tribes of Israel (2 Kings 16: 17); arranged in groups , each of three

statutes of oxen, each group facing different direction.

The priests were committed to have their hands and feet clean, lest they would die (exodus
30: 20).

The drinking water in the Holy Book refers to the Holy Spirit (John 7: 37-39); whereas the
water for washing refers to the Word of God (Psalm 119: 9; John 15: 3; Ephesians 5: 25-27).

Working in the temple, the priests need water to wash their bodies, and need the Word of
God to wash their hearts by the Holy Spirit, the Grantor of purity, sanctity, and the continuous
renewal. That is what the Lord Christ proclaimed by washing the feet of His disciples before
letting them have communion in His holy body and precious blood on the great Thursday of

the Bascha week.

The Sea of cast bronze was like the font of baptism in the church of the new covenant. It is

befitting of us to “purge our consciences from dead works by the true repentance, to serve



the living God” (Hebrew 9: 14); beside “purifying our hands and hearts” (James 4: 8); in order
to hear the Lord Christ, saying: “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet” and will be

renewed by repentance whenever he come to serve (John 13: 10)

According to the Jewish historian Josephus it was called a “Sea” because of its great size; to
the rabbinical interpreters it was large enough for the priests to bathe in it), and to others it is
so called in reference to its symbolic work, referring to the early water in the process of
creation, over which the Spirit of God hovered.

The altar and the Sea are two symbols of the heavenly altar not made by human hand.

“And under it was the likeness of oxen encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, all
the way around the sea. The oxen were cast in two rows, when it was cast” (3)

“It stood on twelve oxen: three looking toward the north, three looking toward the
west, three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east; the sea was set
upon them; and

all their back parts pointed inward” (4)

“It was a handbreadth thick; and its brim was shaped like the brim of a cup, like a
lily blossom. | contained three thousand baths” (5)

“He also made ten lavers, and put five on the right side and five on the left, to wash in
them; such things as they offered for the burnt offering they would wash in them, but the Sea
was for

the priests to wash in” (6)

There were ten bronze carts adorned by images of lions, oxen, and cherubim; and each cart
carries a laver with a capacity of 230 gallons of water. These carts with their lavers, placed in
the priests’ court on the right, set on wheels for easy movement, were used to wash the
sacrifices, and probably for cleansing the temple in general.. The dirty water is then poured in

a convenient place, and replaced with clean water from the Sea of cast bronze.



Those carts that carried the lavers were magnificently adorned with beautiful designs, for the
priests to perceive that God sees beauty in the sanctity and purity; and that there is no
separation between the two of them (Exodus 28: 2; Psalm 29: 2; 69: 6; 110: 3).

In the tabernacle of meeting there was only one laver, on account of that all the priests
belonged to the Tribe of Levi; and even the kings were not allowed to practice the priesthood
work. But in the temple, referring to the new covenant, there were ten lavers: five on the right
side and five on the left; on account of that the priest (of the new covenant) do not belong to
a specific tribe, nor to a specific nation; for, in Jesus Christ, there is no Jew or Greek; but all

the priests are hidden in the heavenly highest Priest, our Lord Jesus Christ.

The way the priests should wash themselves, so should the sacrifices be washed. ... We are

committed to elaborately cast away every evil thought.

3- THE GOLDEN LAMPSTANDS AND THE TABLES:

“And he made ten lampstands of gold according to their design, and set them in the temple,
five on the right side and five on the left” (7)

As the place was spacious, wherever no daylight could reach, was in need of those
lampstands, that were done according to the same deign in the tabernacle of meeting.. (The

historian Josephus exaggerated to claim that there were 10,000 lampstands in the temple).

In the days of the prophet Moses there was only one lampstand, namely the five books of

Moses (the Pentateuch) The addition of more lampstands refer to the addition of more holy
books; by which the light shines more, and the lampstands, namely the churches increased
in number (Revelation 1: 20). Moses established one lampstand — the Jewish church. But in
the temple of the gospel, they multiplied, not on account of the increase of believers among

the Jews, but of the multitude of the churches among the Gentiles and peoples.



“He also made ten tables, and placed them in the temple, five on the right side

and five on the left. And he made one hundred bowls of gold” (8)

In (1 Kings 7: 48) only one table for showbread was mentioned; for the goal of the book was
to confirm the setting of the kingdom of Israel to prepare the way for the coming of the
Savior Messiah. Whereas in 2 chronicles 4: 8), it refers to ten tables: five on the right side
and five on the left. The church of the new covenant, as a symbol of heaven, opens her
doors before the new Israel, in which the Jews dissolve among the Gentiles. Christ presents
Himself a heavenly bread to the peoples, coming from the East and from the West; namely

from the end of the world to its other end, without partiality to a specific nation.

Twelve loaves of bread were probably put on every table. For the larger the house of the
Lord, the larger the ministry becomes; namely in my Father’s house there are enough bread

for all the household.

4- THE DOORS OF THE PRIESTS’ COURT:

“Furthermore he made the court of the priest, and the great court and doors for the

court; and he overlaid these doors with bronze” (9)

The doors of the priests’ court were overlaid with bronze (9), to protect them from the impact

of the atmosphere. (the bronze doors were mentioned in psalm 107: 16).

“He set the Sea on the right side, to the southeast” (10)

THE HOLY ARTICLES AND OTHERS:

“Then Huram made the pots and the shovels and the bowls. So Huram finished
doing the work that he was to do for king Solomon for the house of God:” (11)

“the two pillars and the bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of the two pillars; the

two networks covering the two bowl-shaped capitals which were on top of the pillars” (12)



Here we see a short account of the articles that were made of bronze.

Here, as well, we may notice the following:

Huram was a skillful, elaborate, and committed craftsman, who finished doing the
work that he was assigned to do for king Solomon for the house of God.(11), he was counted
as the father of all the skillful craftsmen

Being very generous, Solomon commanded him to make articles of every kind
and in such great abundance, that if any was damaged it could be readily replaced. And the
bronze remaining could not be used in any other goal, for it was dedicated to the temple..

There were generous donations to which Solomon himself contributed

“four hundred pomegranates for the two networks (two rows of pomegranates for each
network, to cover the two bowl-shaped capitals tat were on the pillars)” (13)

“He also made carts and the lavers on the carts” (14)

“the Sea and the twelve oxen under it” (15)

“also the pots, the shovels, the forks -- and all their articles Huram his master
craftsman made of burnished bronze for king Solomon for the house of the Lord” (16)

“In the plain of Jordan the king had them cast in clay molds, between Succoth and
Zeredah” (17)

“And Solomon had all these articles made in such great abundance that the weight of
the bronze was not determined” (18)

“Thus Solomon had all the furnishings made for the house of God; the altar of gold,

and the tables on which was the showbread” (19)

“The golden altar” was set in front of the curtain that separates the Most Holy Place from
the sanctuary. On it the priests used to offer incense in the morning and the evening (Exodus
30: 1-10; 37: 25-29).



Rising the incense refers to raising prayers to God (Psalm 141: 1-2; Revelation 5: 8; Luke 1:
8-10). Its composition was given by the Lord to the prophet Moses to offer in the tabernacle
and the temple, and could not be duplicated for any other purpose (Exodus 30: 34-38).

On the great day of atonement, the high priest uses the blood to cleanse and purify the altar
(Exodus 30: 10), For we cannot approach God without the atoning blood of the Lord Christ;
and except by pure hands and heart (Psalm 24: 3-5).

It probably was made of great size as it happened with the bronze altar.

Only here in the Holy Book it was referred to a multitude of the tables of showbread.

“the lampstands with their lamps of pure gold to burn in the prescribed manner in front
of the inner sanctuary” (20)

“with the flowers and the lamps and the wick-trimmers of gold, of purest gold;” (21)

“the trimmers, the bowls, and the ladles, and the censers of pure gold. As for the entry
of the sanctuary, its inner doors to the Most Holy Place, and the doors of main hall of the
temple,

were of gold” (22).

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 4

HOW GREAT IS THE WORK OF YOUR HAND IN ME, O LORD

Who could build Your temple but You?

Who could furnish it except by Your grace?

Set inside me the silver pillars of virtue

For Your Words are the pillars on which the building of my souls are set;

I wish | am adorned by You, O wholly beautiful Word of God.

Widen the size of Your temple in me;

To become the object of Your pleasure



Let it be large enough to accommodate, by love, You and all my brethren;
So that hate, envy, or pride would have no place in my thoughts;

And not a single word of revile would come out of my mouth.

Set a golden lampstand in me;
Shine by the light of Your righteousness, to scatter the darkness in me;

For by Your light, the prince of the kingdom of darkness would not be able to crawl into me.

Set in me the table of showbread;

So that | would not be fed by the love and pleasures of this world;

But enjoy and be satisfied by the bread of the angels;

Let me be nourished by Your life-giving body and Your precious blood,;

To enjoy the eternal life;

Let the sweet fragrance of incense ascend up to heaven;
Let my prayers be well received by You;

Let them bear Your sweet fragrance and enter into Your divine throne.

Receive my life a sacrifice of love, a perfect burnt offering before You;
Having nothing to offer You on my own;

Grant me to offer from what You have given me;

Sanctify my emotions, feelings, and words;

To offer love as a sacrifice well received by You.

Let all my energies, and talents, become holy articles for You;

Let them never cease ministering, worshipping, and praising You




CHAPTER 5

DELIVERING THE TEMPLE TO THE LORD

Now it was the time for the Lord to receive His house as an offering from the
whole congregation: from the king, the leaders, the priests, the ministers, and the
whole people. The Lord received it in a cloud (13-14); as though the
congregation have opened their hearts before the Lord, who came to them on a

cloud, to proclaim His presence in His house, and among His people.

The building of the temple of the Lord was consummated, and in it the

consecrated furnishings were put to minister to the Lord.

1- All the articles dedicated by king David were brought into the temple
1
2- The ark of the covenant brought into the house of the Lord
2-10
3- Singing thanksgiving to the Lord
11-12
4- A cloud and the glory of the Lord filled the house of God
13-14
1- ALL THE ARTICLES DEDICATED BY KING DAVID WERE BROUGHT

INTO THE TEMPLE:

Solomon cared to bring the ark of the covenant from the city of David to the great
house of the Lord that he prepared. The author does not mention the bronze altar
set by Solomon in the wilderness; for another bigger bronze altar was set for the

temple.



When the ark of the covenant found its rest in the house of the Lord. The priests
retracted the poles from the ark, , so that the ends of the poles of the ark could
be seen from the holy place; a reference to that the journey of the wilderness

came to an end.

The ark of the covenant refers to the Lord Christ who dwelt among us by His
incarnation, to bring us forth to heaven, where our souls would settle down and
find comfort in Him; He is in us being a holy temple for Him; and by His salvation
work, he set out of us a new earth and a new heaven, where His righteousness

dwells in us.

“So all the work that Solomon had done for the house of the Lord
was finished, and Solomon brought in all the things which his father
David had dedicated: the silver, the Gold

and all the furnishings. And he put them in the treasuries of the
house of God” (1)

The book used every chance to refer to David as the one who prepared
everything possible for the house of the Lord.

All the holy articles, beside the gold and silver, dedicated for the house of the
Lord were put in the treasuries of the temple; with no need for any celebration
thereof on account of that it is the temple that sanctifies the gold, and not the

gold sanctifies the temple (Matthew 22: 17)

Solomon did not take anything of which his father David had dedicated to the
temple, norof what the leaders or the people have donated, to put in the

treasuries of the royal palace, to use it in the time of need.



2- THE ARK OF THE COVENANT BROUGHT INTO THE HOUSE OF THE
LORD:

“Now Solomon assembled Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the
chief fathers of the children of Israel in Jerusalem, that they might
bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord

up from the city of David, which is Zion” (2)

It was befitting to bring the ark of the Lord into the temple with due reverence.
Indeed a multitude of articles were made in larger sizes according to the size of
the temple, and the largely increased size of the ministry from what it has been
in the tabernacle of meeting; But, concerning the ark of the covenant, the cover,
and the two cherubim on the cover, they all stayed as they were; on account of
that God’s presence and grace, would never change with the size of the place of
worship (the temple or the church), nor with the number of the worshippers,
whatever the material possibilities of the place of worship are. The Lord Christ
confirmed that if two or three get together in his name, he will be among them,

even if they are two or three thousand.

The ark of the covenant was brought into the temple with the attendance of a
great crowd of the elders of Israel, who most probably came in reverence and in

appropriate attire (2-4).

“Therefore, all the men of Israel assembled together with the king at
the feast, which was in the seventh month” (3)

“So all the elders of Israel came, and the Levites took up the ark”
(4)

“Then they brought up the ark, the tabernacle of meeting and all the
furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The priests and the Levites
brought them up” (5)



Together with the ark of the covenant they brought up all the holy articles that
were in the tabernacle of meeting, which were not cast away, nor used to make
other articles. Although some of them were most probably too small to use under
the new circumstances, they were preserved for memorandum, for they were
sanctified to the Lord. The ark of the covenant, the tabernacle of meeting, and
the holy articles were brought forth to the temple in a huge procession; for which
Solomon assembled Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers of the
children of Israel

“Also King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who were
assembled with him before the ark were sacrificing sheep and oxen
that could not be counted or numbered for

multitude” (6)

“Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord to
its place into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy

Place, under the wings of the cherubim” (7)

The Levites carried the ark of the covenant to the temple. But bringing it into the
Most Holy Place was the task of the priests, where they alone, were allowed to
enter and not the Levites.

“For the cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark, and
the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles” (8)

“And the poles extended so that the ends of the poles of the ark
could be seen from the holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary,
but they could not be seen from the outside.

And they are there to this day” (9)

The poles were retracted, on account of that the ark will be not be moved any
more. Furthermore retracting the poles refers to rest; for the Lord Christ finds

comfort in the hearts open up for Him as though He is in His temple. Preparing a



place for Him in our hearts, being His kingdom, He would settle down in them,
and He would grant us, as well to settle down in His heavenly kingdom which He

is preparing for us.

The Lord longed for His ark of the covenant to settle down in His holy temple;
The apostle says: “Do not say in your heart, “‘Who will ascend into heaven’, that
is to bring Christ from above, or ‘who will descend into the abyss’, that is to bring
Christ up from the dead?” (Romans 10: 6-7).

“And they are there to this day?” Not to the day this book is written, but to the day
when the version from which the author quoted his report; was written and where
it remained until the day Jerusalem was desolated (Psalm 137: 7).

“There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets which Moses
put there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the

children of Israel, when they had come out of Egypt” (10)

The rod of Aaron and the pot of the manna were no more there.

3- SINGING A SONG OF THANKSGIVING TO THE LORD:

“And it came to pass when the priests came out of the Most Holy
Place (for all the priests who were present had sanctified

themselves, without keeping to their divisions)” (11)

The priests were sanctified as they came out of the sanctuary; They were
committed to come out so that the true King Himself, would enter and proclaim
His glory.. On that day not just one division of the priests was present; on
account of that, being a public occasion, that would never happen again in the
life of that generation of priests. Sacrifices were offered; and it was befitting of all

the priests to partake of the celebration and behold the Lord’s glory.



“and the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and
Heman and Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, stood at the east
end of the altar, clothed in white linen,

having cymbals, stringed instruments and harps, and with them

one hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets —* (12)

It was claimed that there were more than 4000 harps. The church of the new
covenant inherited from the temple the rite of praising the Lord; with which the
church — the daughter of Zion likens David the prophet and king, ,the “sweet
psalmist of Israel” (2 Samuel 23: 1), finding in the psalms new depths of
gladness, in the light of the salvation work on the cross, His resurrection, and His
ascension to heaven. The apostle Paul defined the kingdom of the Lord as

“righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14: 17).

+ Whatever you do, do it well, for by this you praise God.

+ If the angels with their simple spiritual nature, are claimed to have tongues
by which they sing praise to their God and Creator, and offer thanks
without ceasing; How much more would the glorified bodies of men do it
after the resurrection. For all the members of the glorified body will have
tongues in their mouths, to give voice to their talking tongues; By that they
would utter divine praises that flow with words of their love, and joy, that fill

their feelings



Praising God is a specific task of the angels.

The psalms provide the soul with peace; ... appease in it the confusion of
thoughts, and the accumulation of covetousness ... This book of psalms is
the book of love;... a weapon against the devil; ... a cause of rest after the
labor of the day; ... a comfort for the elderly; .... an exhortation of our holy
rejoices and sorrows; ... a magnificent song is the voice of the church; ...

a sweet fragrant incense.

The quiet praises bring the mind into a condition of joy and peace.



+ Whoever — whatever be his experience — can count the causes that would
stir up joy in his heart, to make it flare with fire; and in whom the greatly zealous
godly prayers stir up? But we can raise certain few points:

Singing a psalm sometimes stirs up in us a fervent prayer.

The harmonious melody of someone would sometimes stir up the idle
minds to raise fervent supplications.

And the respectable way of uttering praise, would sometimes, flare the

zeal of those around..

(Father Isaac)
3- A CLOUD AND THE GLORY OF GOD FILLED THE HOUSE:

“Indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as
one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the
Lord, and when they lifted up their voice

with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and
praised the Lord, saying: ‘For He is good; for His mercy endures

forever’, that the house, the house of the Lord,



was filled with a cloud” (13)

This incident was not mentioned in the book of the kings.

Having been sanctified, the priests came out of the Most Holy Place. When one

hundred and twenty of them sounded the trumpets, amid the praise of the singing

Levites, the glory of the Lord dwelt like a cloud, before which the priest stood in

awe, as though they were in heaven, and were filled with the fear of God together

with an exalted love for Him.

God proclaimed His glory in the temple:

1-

2-

Not when animal sacrifices were offered , but when the sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving that give pleasure to God were offered (Psalm 69: 31)
When one hundred and twenty priests partook of the praise by the three
divisions of the Levite singers who stood on the east end of the altars (12),
the nearest location to the congregation.

God proclaimed His glory when they celebrated God’s eternal goodness
and mercies. The expression: “"For He is good, and His mercy endures
forever” was repeated 26 times in psalm 136; for God’s glory is proclaimed

by His mercy and goodness.

When the cloud of glory filled the temple, it brought forth divine beauty,
more so than the gold with which it was overlaid, or the precious stones
with which it was adorned. Nevertheless, that glory is not to be compared
to the glory that will be proclaimed by preaching the gospel (2 Corinthians
3: 8-10).

By the cloud that dwelt upon, and filled the house of the Lord, the Lord
proclaimed His pleasure with the temple, the same as he was pleased

with the tabernacle made by Moses; For by a cloud He proclaimed His



divine presence whenever Moses entered into the tabernacle (Exodus 40:
34).

+ | wish he who died together with Christ and was risen together with Him,
would sing His praise; | wish he would pray toward the east; for it is written
in the second book of the chronicles, that in the celebration of the
dedication of the temple of the Lord, the priests, the Levites, and the
singers stood toward the east, to give thanks to the Lord and to praise

Him with the cymbals and the harps.

(The laws of the apostles)

“so that the priest could not continue ministering because of the
cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God” (14)

“The priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud, for the glory of
the Lord filled the house of God” (14). That is an evidence that the Levite
priesthood will eventually cease to minister, once the Messiah, in whose body the
fullness of Godhead will dwell, comes to His temple, “But who can endure the
day of His coming? And who can stand when he appears? For He is like a
refiner’s fire” (Malachi 3: 1, 2).

God proclaimed His appreciation of the weakness of the priests who could not
endure the splendor of His glory, and could not continue ministering; the same
thing that will later happen to the disciples on Mount Tabor, when they enter into
the cloud (Luke 9: 34).

Describing what happened in the temple that day, the historian Josephus says:
[Once the priests put everything in its proper place around the ark of the

covenant, and got out, a dense cloud dwelt and spread in a gentle way in the



temple, not like a stormy cloud as it happens in severe winter. The cloud,
however was so dense that darkness fell, and the priest could not distinguish one
another, yet it granted all a seen glorious portrait of God, descending on that

temple, and His joyful dwelling in His tabernacle.

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 5

FIND YOUR REST, O LORD, IN MY HEART

+ In Your humility, You granted Your people the ark of Your covenant;

A sign of Your dwelling among them;

In the wilderness, it so passed that whenever the ark moved, they moved;

And whenever it stopped, they stopped;

And once Solomon built Your holy temple, the ark was put in the Most
Holy Place;

There, the poles were retracted from the ark;

For it settled down at last in the Most Holy Place;

It settled down where Your people did in the promised land.

+ Proclaim Your presence inside me;

The way Your ark settled down in the Most Holy Place;

And the way You used to find comfort in the house of Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus;

Find Comfort, O Lord, in my heart, and let me find comfort in You.

+ You proclaimed Your pleasure in the house built by Solomon;

For which the king, the leaders, the people, and even some foreigners,
partook of its building;

By the dwelling of the cloud of Your glory in it;



That the priests could not recognize one another;

For their hearts and minds were overwhelmed by Your exalted secrets

Let my tongue, together with my heart praise You,
Let my depths exult by You;

And let them offer a new praise to You.



CHAPTER 6

THE HOUSE OF THE LORD AND BLESSING THE
CONGREGATION

Although this chapter conforms to (1 Kings 8), yet each of the two chapters has

its own goal:

In (1 Kings 8), it was said that the celebration extended for as long as fourteen
days. For it was bound to the feast of the tabernacles; and was called “The
dedication of the house”; and that on the eighth day, the great day of the Feast,
“the king sent the people away” (1 Kings 8: 65-66); But in 2 chronicles, it is said
that on the eighth day, “they held a sacred assembly” (2 chronicles 7: 9).

The eighth day refers to the eternal life, being the first day of the new week; It is
as though that feast concerns all those who have a portion in the gladness of the

resurrection.

As the glory of the Lord dwelt in His holy house, and proclaimed God’s presence
among His people, king Solomon used the chance to seek the blessing of the
Lord for His people; He raised a prayer to the Lord to be glorified in His people
through His holy temple (See 1 Kings 8).

You can refer to our commentary on the book of kings 8, concerning the sayings

of the fathers about the dedication of the temple.

1- Encountering Him who dwells in the dark cloud
1-2



2- The king blesses all the congregation of Israel
3-11

3- A prayer before the altar of the Lord
12 -42

a- Seeking from the Lord to fulfill His promises

12 - 20

b- God, the merciful Judge of the people
21-23

c- God, the Leader of the army and the Liberator of the people
24 - 25

d- God accepts the repentance
26 - 31

e- God shows compassion on all the peoples
32-33

f- God is the advocate of His believers
34 -39

g- The power of prayer in His house
40 - 41

h- “Remember the mercies of Your servant David”
42

1- AN ENCOUNTER WITH HIM WHO DWELLS IN THE DARK CLOUD:

“Then Solomon said, ‘He would dwell in the dark cloud” (1)

The temple was built, all its holy furnishing were put in place; and all the people
were well prepared with their whole heart to encounter God. The King stood on
the platform; the priests by the altar; the Levites were ready for work; and the
people gathered together with one spirit. Behold, all of them came to enjoy an

awesome and joyful moments; when God proclaimed His divine presence and



His glory; and “the house of the Lord was filled with a cloud” (5: 13). Feeling his
attachment to the Lord, Solomon was only preoccupied with blessing the people

of Israel.

The closest Solomon’s attachment to the Lord, the more he loved his people, and
longed for them to have a flood of divine blessings. Solomon was exultant and
was proud that he built a house for the Lord, to dwell forever in it; he built it, not
with the spirit of haughtiness, nor for the sake of his own glory, like ‘Ahasuerus’
who held a banquet to proclaim his riches and glory, and the greatness of his
kingdom (Esther 1: 4), and behaved in an unbefitting way; but Solomon, on the
other hand, did that great achievement for a magnificent goal, so that God may
proclaim His perpetual dwelling among His people.

God, being light; why would He dwell in a dark cloud? ... In the heaven of
heavens God dwells in the divine light, where no human eye can behold; but
here on earth, He dwells in dense or dark cloud, to enable us to encounter Him,

when He proclaims Himself in the depths of our souls.

Here, Solomon refers to the words of God to the prophet Moses on Mount Sinai:,
saying: “l shall come to you in the darkness of the cloud, that the people will hear
when | talk to you, and believe in you forever” (See Exodus 19: 9; 19: 16’
Deuteronomy 4: 11; 5: 22). It was not possible for the people to enjoy the divine

light; for the Lord said to Moses: “No man shall see Me and live” (Exodus 33: 20)

+ The Lord is in both the light and in the dark cloud. He is in the light for the
beginners with whom He openly talks; But concerning the advanced, He
talks to them mystically. He des not talk to the disciple the same way he
does to the common people; for to the disciples He talks in a mystical way;
and says: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Luke 8: 8). That is the
meaning of “a dark cloud around Him”, namely (secrets around Him). That

is why in the book of Exodus, it is said that all the people were standing at



the foot of the mountain; while Moses alone ascended on Mount Sinai in a
densely dark cloud; for the people were not able to recognize the secrets,
while Moses alone could understand; hence the book says: “He made

darkness His secret place” (Psalm 18: 11).

“He made darkness His secret place” (Psalm 18: 11). It is clear, therefore,
that the thoughts about God, available before the human understanding,
and according to personal worthiness, are not always clear and obvious;
for God hides Himself as though in a dark cloud, from those who are
unable to behold Him — partly because of the impurity of their minds,
bound to their lowly human bodies (Philippians 3: 21); and partly because
of their limited abilities to perceive God; which led the prophet to refer to
the depth of the dogma about God, which is beyond the same spirit, “shut”
(Isaiah 22: 22), and “sealed” the writings of the prophet isaiah (Isaiah 29:
11). If the Spirit did not open up the words of the prophets, the shut-in

facts would never be revealed



(The scholar Origen)

“But | have built You an exalted house, and a place for You
to dwell in forever™ (2)

These six chapters concerning the building of the house of the Lord reveal the

following concept of the temple in Solomon’s heart:

1- The house of the Lord (6: 10), a dwelling place for Him (6: 2). The word
“house” was mentioned 37 times in the three chapters (5 to 7)

2- The house of blessing: Solomon starts his talk by saying: “Blessed be
the Lord” (6: 4), and at the same time he “turned around and blessed the
whole congregation of Israel”( 6: 3). In His house, it brings pleasure to

God to pour His blessings in abundance on us.

+ Oh, Lord Jesus, | wish You lift away from us the pods and grant us
Your blessings, for You are the One responsible in Your Father’s
house. | wish You accept us as Your servants, even though we
came late; for You accepted those of the eleventh hour, and gave
them the same wages (Matthew 20: 9); You granted them the same
life, but not the same glory; as the crown of righteousness is given
only to him who can say: “I have fought the good fight” (2 Timothy
4: 7).

(St. Ambrose)



3- The house of testimony: Which embraces the ark of the testimony,

namely of the covenant between God and His people (6: 19)

4- The house of prayer: (6: 12-44). The Lord Himself proclaimed on the
tongue of the prophet Isaiah that He opens His house up before all
peoples for prayer, saying: “Even them | will bring to My holy mountain,
and make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and
their sacrifices will be accepted on My altar; for My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all nations” (Isaiah 56: 7). And when the Jews abused
it, the Lord said to them: “My house shall be called a house of prayer, but
you have made it a den of thieves” (Matthew 21: 13; Luke 19: 46).

5- The house of praise: (7: 1-3).

2- THE KING BLESSES ALL THE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL:

Solomon was most probably directing his face toward the Most High Place; But
now as the cloud filled the whole house of the Lord, he turned his face toward the
people; giving them his face, at the same time he prayed to God, to be glorified
by blessing His people.

“Then the king turned around and blessed the whole

congregation of Israel, while all the congregation of Israel stood” (3)

It is the priest who usually bless the people (Numbers 6: 22-27); but in certain
circumstances like this, the king could bless, as David as well (2 Samuel 6: 18,
20). Solomon blessed the assembly, and through them he blessed the whole
nation. Here we see Solomon on his platform, set according to the image of the

altar in the wilderness, to pray for the sake of the whole people, and as their



representative, intercessor, and advocate, he prayed to God for their sake, more
than a king who give commands to be obeyed. He knelt on his knees on the
platform, and spread his hands toward heaven, and prayed for the sake of his
people. In that he was a symbol of the divine Intercessor, about whom it is
written: “If anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only,
but also for the whole world” (1 John 2: 1-2).

It is befitting of every true believer, even a small child, to pray for the sake of all
mankind, and to seek for them the heavenly blessings. In this, Solomon bore the
Spirit of his Lord, “who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2: 4)

“And he said, ‘Blessed be the Lord, God of Israel, who has

fulfilled with His hands what He spoke with His mouth to my father David, saying
()

According to some, the best translation of the expression: “Blessed be the Lord”,
is (He is worthy of thanksgiving); Solomon gave thanks to the Lord for choosing
Jerusalem as the city of God, for choosing his father David a king; and for

choosing him (Solomon) to build the house of the Lord.

Here, Solomon confesses that this great task bestowed on him was a divine gift,
and not for the sake of his own worthiness, saying: “Blessed be the Lord, God of
Israel, who spoke with His mouth to my father David” . It was a gift from the God
of Israel to his father. With humility he confirms that the foremost favor is to God
the Grantor of that gift, and not to his father David; And that his father has

prepared everything for the task, as though he was the one who planted, and he

(Solomon) watered what his father planted.



The believer should hold fast to God’s promises which will never fail, for He is
faithful (1 John 1: 9). He was with Abraham throughout his life, and promised to
be with Isaac (Genesis 26: 3; 24), and with Jacob (Genesis 28: 15; 31: 3; 46: 1-
4).

He renewed the promise with Moses (Exodus 3L 12; 33: 14), and then with
Joshua (Joshual 5-9; 3: 7; 6: 27).

He also promised Gideon (Judges 6: 15-16); And Samuel confirmed it to the
nation (1 Samuel 12: 22). David encouraged his son Solomon by that promise
when he delivered to him the responsibility of building the temple (1 chronicles
28: 20).

It is good for the believer to remember the favor of those who preceded and
those who follow him, to say together with the apostle Paul: “I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the increase (1 Corinthians 3: 6)

“He spoke with His mouth to my father David”. In his talk to his people, as well as
in his prayer to God, Solomon refers to past history; the past for him is a live
foundation upon which he builds his faith in God and relationship with Him. As far
as we are concerned, it is befitting of us as believers, to count God’s choice of
Abraham as a father to a multitude of nations; Moses as the receiver of the law;
David as a king over His people; and Solomon as the builder of His house; as
being done to our account and for our sake. He chose us as well to be His
children, to have pleasure in our entrance into a covenant with Him, or to renew
the covenant with Him, and to recognize the particular mission He set for each of

us.

“Since the day that | brought My people out of the land of
Egypt, | have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a house,
that My name might be there, nor did |

choose any man to be a ruler over My people Israel” (5)



“But | have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be there,
and | have chosen David to be over My people Israel” (6)

Solomon had no favor in what he did, as the task was according to God’s choice,
to His divine plan, and to His help to his father David and to him. It brought
pleasure to God to choose Jerusalem as His city, and David as a king over His
people.

“Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a temple
for the name of the Lord God of Israel” (7)

But the Lord said to my father David, ‘Whereas it was in your
heart to build a temple for My name, you did well in that it was in

your heart” (8)

David’s heart desire was to build a house for the Lord, came conforming to God’s
will, but it was Solomon who will consummate it.

“Nevertheless you shall not build the house, but your son
who will come forth from your own loins, he shall build the temple
for My name” (9)

“So the Lord has fulfilled His word which He spoke, and |
have filled the position of my father David, and sat on the throne of
Israel, as the Lord promised; and | have built the

temple for the name of the Lord God of Israel” (10)

“And there, | have put the ark, in which is the covenant of the
Lord which He made with the children of Israel” (11)

3- A PRAYER BEFORE THE ALTAR OF THE LORD:

That prayer concentrated on God’s promise to David concerning His temple (7. 9.
10)



That temple or house is connected to three covenants:

a- The first covenant with Abraham, referred to, by choosing Mount Moriah,
where Abraham offered his son a burnt offering, to become the location of the
temple (Genesis 17: 1)

a- The second covenant with Moses on Mount Sinai during the exodus, as
testified by the ark of the covenant.

b- The third covenant with the prophet David (10), as testified by Solomon
being assigned to build the temple. The book often connected between
the ark of the covenant and David’s throne. Even in the Babylonian
captivity, when the temple was destroyed, and the ark of the covenant
suffered, the throne of David was destroyed as well, and David’s

household suffered much

A- Seeking from God to fulfill His promises:

Solomon made a bronze platform, set it in the midst of the court, with the same
dimensions as the bronze altar in (Exodus 27: 1). On it he stood, then knelt down
on his knees, before all the congregation of Israel, and spread out his hands and
prayed (13 etc.). It is as though that platform was bound to the altar of the
wilderness, namely the altar of the tabernacle; where Solomon is glorified as a
symbol of the Lord Christ.

While the altar of atonement in the wilderness refers to the cross, on which Christ
bears the sins of the world, and atones for them; the platform here, refers to the
other aspect of the cross, where the Crucified reigns in the heart, and proclaims
His kingdom in it. It could be said, as well, that, while the altar of the wilderness
refers to the cross, working in mankind, bearing their iniquities, to raise them up
to the eternal glories; the platform refers to the work of the Crucified, risen from
the dead, as there, in heaven, there is no need for forgiveness, for, in heaven no

one commits a sin or iniquity against God. By that, the altar, through which we



get the forgiveness from God, will become a throne for God, o\n which He reigns

by righteousness on our hearts.

“Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the
presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread out his
hands” (12)

By kneeling before the altar and spreading out his hands (12-21), Solomon seeks
from God to fulfill His promises to his father David; and to open His eyes upon

that house day and night.

“He spread out his hands”: The Holy Book often spoke about spreading out the
hands; but we do not find in it a single prayer about bringing them together.

Spreading out the hands bears many meanings:

1- A call for an encounter with others: Admonishing His people who gave
Him the back and not the face (Jeremiah 32: 33), God says to them: “I have
stretched out My hands all day long to a rebellious people”

(Isaiah 65: 2; Romans 10: 21).
2- A feeling that man, empty-handed, anticipates the gifts and blessings of
God. That was the feelings of Ezra the priest, who said: “At the evening
sacrifice | arose from my fasting; and having torn my garment and

my robe, | fell on my knees and spread out my hands to the Lord my God:
(Ezra 9: 5). It is also said:

“If you would prepare your heart and stretch out your hands before Him”

(Job 11: 13)

“I spread out my hands to You; my soul longs for You like a thirsty land”

(Psalm 143: 6)

“My eyes waste away because of affliction. Lord, | have called daily upon

You; | have stretched out my hands toward You” (Psalm 88: 9).



3- Spreading His hands, the Lord proclaims His compassion and mercy
on His people: “As an eagle stirs up his nest, hovers over its young, spreading
out its wings, taking them up, carrying them on its wings”

(Deuteronomy 32: 11)

4- To liken the heavenly creatures, particularly the cherubim, who
spread their wings (1 Lings 6: 27; 8: 7).

5- Spreading out the hands is an expression used when someone intends
to chastise or the do harm to another (see Lamentations 1: 10)

6- Spreading out the hands bears as well, a symbol of the Crucified who
spread His hands to grant humanity the power of salvation, to embrace
believers from all nations, to bear them to the bosom of

the Father; and to grant them conquest over the devil and all his
power; as when Moses, spreading his hands, brought forth conquest over
Amalek: “So it was , when Moses held up his hands, that Israel prevailed;
and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed” (Exodus 17: 11). Israel
and Amalek stood in awe to see Moses ascend the mountain and spread
out his hands; watching an amazing and unique battle: Moses as the
symbol of the Crucified, in whom the believers smelled the fragrance of
life, Amalek, on the other hand smelled the smell of death. According to
the apostle Paul: “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God”
(1 Corinthians 1: 18). Moses let the two sides fight each other, he did not

give a command to his people to charge, but silently spread his hands

Portraying the activity of Moses spreading his hands in the battle against

Amaleki, St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi says:

+ You who dares to blame! ... Wait for the ultimate result, then start to
admonish (Moses)
Before blaming him for leaving the battlefield and ascending the mountain,

watch how he spread his hands and bought the conquest forth.



Watch how he humbly took along with him Aaron and Hur (Numbers 12:
3), to portray the three crosses on the Golgotha (Mark 15: 27).

Watch how he placed the cross of might on his chest, and spread his
hands, to portray what the Son of God is going to do in an obvious manner.

Watch how, when he placed the banner of the cross on the hill, the
shadow of the cross reflected upon the rows of the enemy and confused them.

Watch how the swift horses trampled, the mighty men fell, the horsemen
collapsed, and the foot soldiers defeated.

Watch how the swords, the arrows, and the spears were broken; how the
shields and the bows were cast down.

Watch how the archers could not aim their arrows; and how the horsemen
could not escape on their swift horses.

Watch how the shields and armors could not cover the bodies against the
strikes; and how the helmets could not protect their heads

Watch how the chariots, together with their charioteers, were amazingly
captivated; and how the mighty horses, together with their rider, were paralyzed.

Watch how the archers cast away their arrows without aiming them; and
how the swift horses fled away in confusion.

Watch how the wicked Amalek could not fight; for the cross was against

him.

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

In my talk about the features of the Coptic icons, under the title: [lcons of men of
prayer], | referred to the Coptic artist’s care to portray some saints spreading
their hands for prayer; and gave five examples for it, saying:

[According to ‘Wasel'. [Portraying the saints, the Coptic artist uses this tendency
for praying; by drawing them spreading their hands in prayer to God (Orant); as
though to proclaim that praying is the secret of their holiness. This tendency is

taking after the position of the Lord Christ on the cross, which represents one of



the most important movement by the priest during ministering the rite of the holy
liturgy; and the position the martyrs and the saints prefer to take in the
movements of their departure to paradise. The early church used it in prayer; as
according to the scholar Tertullian: they looked upward with hands spread and

heads uncovered].

“(for Solomon has made a bronze platform five cubits long,
five cubits broad, and three cubits high, and had set it in the midst of the court,
and he stood on it, knelt down on

his knees, before all the congregation of Israel, and spread

out his hands toward heaven” (13)

After the building of the house of the Lord was finished, Solomon did not invite
the kings, the leaders, and the elite of the surrounding nations, to boast the
greatness of the buildings, the huge cost and the great effort of building them, but
he invited the common people, together with the priests, and the elders of the
people. To bow down, to kneel on his knees, to spread out his hands, and to
reveal what was in his heart, all that was still not befitting of the greatness of the
Mighty God, whom the heavens and earth could not contain. His celebration was
not to parade what he has already, and what is going to achieve in the coming
years, but to encounter the people with the spirit of humility, to enjoy the divine
presence, and to renew the covenant with God, who, in His humility made it with
our father Abraham, with His prophet Moses, and with David the sweet psalmist
of Israel.

He stood on the platform, knelt down on his knees, and spread out his hands, to
bear a symbol of the crucified Lord Jesus Christ who spread His hands with love,
to fulfill the reconciliation between the Father and humanity, and to carry
believers from all peoples to the heavenly life.



“and said, ‘Lord God of Israel, there is no God in heaven or
on earth like You, who keep His covenant and mercy with Your

servants who walk before You with all their hearts” (14)

All creatures have their equals and brethren among other creatures; but the
Creator has no equal, He is absolutely above and beyond all creation.
He is faithful, and all those who walk before Him with their whole hearts will find

Him keeping His promises with them, and will show them mercy.

“You have kept what You promised Your servant David my
father; You have both spoken with Your mouth and fulfilled it with
Your hand, as it is this day” (15)

“Therefore, Lord God of Israel, now keep what You promised
Your servant David my father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a
man sit before me on the throne of Israel, only

if your sons take heed to their way, to walk in My law as you
have walked before Me” (16)

“Now then, O Lord God of Israel, let Your word come true
which You have spoken to Your servant David” (17)

“But will God indeed dwell with men on the earth? Behold,
heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You; how much
less this temple | have built for You?” (18)

Overwhelmed with emotions, Solomon saw that all what he has done are
counted as not befitting of the greatness of God. How can the Almighty God
dwell in a house built by human hands? He referred to this fact in his message to

Hiram king of Tyre (2: 6), and here he refers to it in his prayer to God.

The Lord says: “Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool. Where is the
house that you will build Me, and where is the place of My rest?!” (Isaiah 66: 1).

And Steven, the first martyr, in his speech to his Jews persecutors, referred to



this saying on the tongue of Solomon and that of the prophet Isaiah (Acts 7: 47-
50).; and the apostle Paul confirmed it in his preaching to the Gentiles (Acts 17:
24). Solomon, Isaiah, Steven, and Paul have all realized that God’s desire to

dwell among His people, is out of His love, grace, and humility.

“Yet regard the prayer of Your servant, and his supplication,
O Lord my God, and listen to the cry and to the prayer which Your
servant is praying before You” (19)

“That Your eyes may be open toward this temple day and
night, toward the place where You said You would put Your name,
that You may hear the prayer which Your

servant prays toward this place” (20)\

When Jonah looked toward the temple and prayed, God forgave him (Jonah 2:
4); so with Daniel in the land of captivity, when he looked toward Jerusalem and
the temple and prayed for the people’s sake ((Daniel 6: 10).

B- God the merciful Judge of His people::

“And may You hear the supplications of Your servant and of
Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place; hear from
Your dwelling place in heaven, and when

You hear, forgive” (21)

+ God is Omnipresent, but He loves those who seek Him, and come to His
house, particularly those who endure great troubles to do so. In His house He is
ready to listen to the prayers of the needy:

‘Hannah’ had the promise to give birth to the prophet Samuel, while

standing praying in the temple.



‘Anna’, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel., a widow of about 84
years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fasting and
prayers, night and day, stood in the temple praising the Lord, and

prophesied the birth of Christ (Luke 2: 36-37)..

And Simon the elder, just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel,

and the Holy Spirit was upon him; came by the Spirit to the temple; and

there he saw the infant Jesus with His mother, , took Him up in His arms,
and had His blessing before he died (Luke 2: 25-32). In the church, the
sacrifice of reconciliation is offered, where the people come together, and
where the Lord comes according to His promise to dwell among them.

In case you did something that provoked God’s anger, come to the church
and reconcile with Him; for there, the spirits of His saints will intercede for you; so
will probably do one of the living believers.. When you stand

in the church, you should not forget that there is someone who is probably

praying for your sake, without your knowledge; and if you feel that your

prayer is weak, be encouraged, and have one of the saints as your
intercessor. It often happens that we come to the church with cool hearts,
and while praying, all of a sudden we feel the warmth of worship and the
strength of prayer, either by the help of saints, the prayers of the priest, or
of one of the humble believers. It often happens that, while slothfully
standing there, our eyes may come on one of those praying, pouring his
soul and heart in prayer before the Lord, and our own hearts will ignite

with a holy zeal, and the warmth of prayer will flow in us.

(Bishop St. Potin)

“If anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an

oath, and comes and takes an oath before Your altar in this temple” (22)



The Sage looks at the house of the Lord as an awesome Court of justice, where
the cases between people are tried; And therefore, in case someone swears a
vow before the altar, he is committed to be true. Solomon started his reign by his
famous verdict in the case of the two harlots (3: 6); but, as it is impossible for
him, as well as for the courts of the State to see all the cases of the people, big
and small, nor to reach the right verdict in them; Solomon seeks from God who
searches the hearts and minds , and who knows the hidden things, to intervene
for the sake of realizing the justice, to lift up the oppression from his State and

land.

“then hear from heaven, and act, and judge Your servants,
bringing retribution on the wicked by bringing his way on his own
head, and justifying the righteous by giving

him according to his righteousness” (23)

Solomon seeks from the Holy and Righteous God, to watch what dwells upon the

righteous of oppression, and to justify them.

C- God, the Leader of the army, and the Liberator of His people:

Looking at the history of His people since their exodus from Egypt up to the last
days of his father David, Solomon saw behind every conquest, the mighty hand
of God; and behind every defeat, a falling into sin, and a perversion from the

divine truth; he saw that the goal of the defeat is the return of the people to the

truth, and the edification of their life.

That divine work does not annul the role of the ruler or the king, beside his care
for the military things, to set wise leaders and those of experience; for God does

not work with the lazy and the slothful.



On another aspect, God grants the conquest, and sometimes allows for defeat,

to provoke us to perceive the hidden battle between man and the devil.

“Or if Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy,
because they have sinned against You, and return and confess
Your name, and pray and make supplication

before You in this temple” (24)

Solomon expected that there will be difficult days through which his people will
go, on account of that they will fall into sins, and will be in need of divine
chastisement, to return to God, to seek Him, and to supplicate to Him in the time
of affliction (24, 26, 28).

“Then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people
Israel, and bring them back to the land which You gave to them and
their fathers” (25)

+ While entreating the Savior of our souls, to destroy our iron chains, to
liberate us from our tough imprisonment, and to make our spirits lighter
than any wing; Let us contribute on our side by having an exultant
enflamed zeal; for by that we would in a short time be liberated from the
evil that presses on us, to perceive our past condition, and to hold fast to
the freedom given to us as a gift from God, by the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and His love for men; Glory and dominion be to Him forever, Amen.

(St. John Chrysostom)

D- God accepts repentance:



With a practical evangelical thought, St. John Chrysostom wishes for man not to
concentrate on his sins, but rather on the Grantor of the Kingdom and
forgiveness. For concentrating on heaven will lift up his inner being, as though by
the wings of the Holy Spirit, to recognize the glory prepared for him; to perceive
the truth of his weakness, to recognize the grace of God, capable to turn the
heart from corruption to non-corruption; and even to set out of the heart of dust, a

new heaven; and out of men what are like angels.

“When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they
have sinned against You, when they pray toward this place, and
confess Your name, and turn from their sin

because You afflict them” (26)

“Then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of Your servants,
Your people Israel, that You may teach them the good way in which
they should walk; ans send rain on Your

land which You have given to Your people as an

inheritance” (27)

“Be glad then, you children of Zion, and rejoice in the lord your God; for He has
given you the former rain faithfully, and He will cause the rain to come down for

you — the former rain and the latter rain in the first month” (Joel 2: 23)

“Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the

early and the latter rain” (James 5: 7)

That is the rain promised by the Lord Christ to send to His disciples, from the
Father, as a sign of His love and care for them. And as it is written:

- “In the light of the king’s face is life; and his favor is like a cloud of the latter rain”
(Proverb 16: 15).



“His going forth is established as the morning. He will come to us like the rain,
like the latter and former rain to the earth” (Hosea 6: 3)

“Ask the Lord for rain. In the same time of the latter rain, the Lord will make
flashing clouds; He will give them showers of rain; grass in the field for everyone”
(Zechariah 10: 1)

“Let us now fear the Lord our God, who gives rain, both the former and the latter,
in its season. He reserves for us the appointed weeks of the harvest” (Jeremiah
5: 24)

+ The Mighty God gives rain on earth, when He waters the dry hearts of the
Gentiles by the grace of the heavenly preaching, and sends water on all
things; for, by the fullness of the Spirit, He turns the barrenness of man to
fruition; as said by the lips of the Lord Himself: “Whoever drinks of the
water that | shall give him will never thirst” (John 4: 14)

(Pope Gregory the Great)

+ It is the same rain that come on the whole world; but it appears different
on things of different color: It appears white on the while lilies; red on the
roses; violet on the violet; etc. It is something on the palm tree, and
something else on the grapevine; It is everything on all things. It conforms
itself according to what receives it, and becomes convenient for every
plant.

So is the Holy Spirit; although of one nature, and indivisible, Yet He grants
His grace to everyone according to His will.

When a tree is watered it produces blossoms; so will the soul while in sin,
getting qualified by repentance for the grace of the Holy Spirit, it flowers in
righteousness.

Through the same Spirit in His nature; but by the will of God, and in the
name of the Son, He produce virtuous fruition in different persons: He will



use the tongue of someone for wisdom; will enlighten another with
prophecy; will give another the power of driving the unclean spirits out;
and will grant another the gift of interpreting the Holy Books. He will give
self-control to someone; and will teach another to give, another to fast, or
to be humble; and another to despise the things pertaining to the body;
and will prepare another for martyrdom. He works differently in different

persons; though He Himself is One with no difference.

(St. Cyril of Jerusalem)

| wish our soul bless the Lord, so that the Lord will bless us. For when the
Lord blesses us, we grow; and when we bless the Lord, we grow as well;
In both cases we are the ones who get the benefit (and not the Lord).
First, let us have the blessing of the Lord; for then we can bless Him. His
blessing on us is the rain, and, at the same time, it is the fruition (namely
we bless Him by the blessing He gave us). The rain will come back to God
the Owner of the earth , who rained on us.

Let us sing these words by a fruitful worship, by a true heart, and by no
vain words, for it is obvious that God was called “A Vinedresser” (John 15:
1); And as the apostle says: “You are God'’s field; You are God'’s building”
(1 Corinthians 3: 9). God the Father is a Vinedresser, who plants His vine,
and anticipates its fruition. The Lord Christ Himself says that He planted a
vine and delivered it to vinedressers who were supposed to give the

fruition in due time.

The lowlands will be filled, and the highland will dry up.

The grace is rain; So why do you marvel if “God resist the proud, but gives
grace to the humble?” (James 4. 6);

“Do not be haughty but fear” (Romans 11: 20). Fear until you get filled; Do
not be haughty lest you dry up.



(St. Augustine)

+ As the barren land cannot produce fruition unless it receives water; So are
we, who were dry wood before, we would never have been able to bear
the fruition of life without a flow of rain from above. Our bodies receive
union with non-corruption through the cleansing of baptism; but our souls
will, through the Spirit. This and that are important for the sake of this

cause; for they both contribute to the divine life.

(St. Erinaos)

“When there is famine in the land, pestilence or blight or
mildew, locusts or grasshoppers; when their enemies besiege them
in the land of their cities; whatever plague or

whatever sickness there is” (28)

We often suffer afflictions, to the extent that we count ourselves as have lost

everything. But by repentance, we return to the Lord, and rise up as though to
heaven itself.

+ That is the work of the divine Physician; not in a court of justice, nor in a

position to punish on sin, but He grants the forgiveness of sin.

+ After suffering in a foreign land what the wicked deserve, of hunger and
thirst, perceiving the perdition he brought upon himself through putting
himself, by his own choice in foreign hands far from his father, how he
became in exile, instead of his own home, in need instead of in riches, in

famine instead of in abundance, The prodigal son said: “I perish with



hunger” (Luke 15: 17).. It is as though he says [I, who am not a stranger,
but a son of a good father, and a brother of a good brother; free and
noble, have become lower than the hired hands; | have fallen from the
exalted high rank down to the lowest of grades.

+ You have lost paradise (the garden of Eden), but God granted you
heaven, to confirm His compassion, that He will conquer the devil; even if
he makes thousands of plans against mankind, they will not benefit him;
for God always leads us to a greater honor.

You have fallen under judgment for sometime; but you were honored by
eternal life.

While God commands the earth to produce for you thorns and thistles, He
lets the soil of the spirit give you fruition. So you see that the gain is

greater than the loss.

(St. John Chrysostom)

“whatever prayer or whatever supplication is made by
anyone, or by all Your people Israel, when each one knows his own
burden and his own grief, and spreads out his

hands to this house” (29)

“then hear from heaven, Your dwelling place, and forgive,
and give to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart You

know (for You alone know the hearts of all men)” (30)

God alone knows the hearts of men; all their thoughts, goals, and intentions, are
exposed before Him. However they may be hidden from men, angels, and
demons, they could never be hidden from God; who knows, not just what is in the

heart, but knows the heart itself and even its pulses.



It was written: “And at once some of the scribes said within themselves,
‘This man blasphemes’. But Jesus knowing their thoughts, said, ‘Why do
you think evil in your hearts?” (Matthew 9: 2, 3). But this only concerns
God, namely knowing the hidden secrets of men. Hear what the prophets
say: “You alone know the hearts of men” (30); and ’ “God searches the
heart and mind” ( Psalm 7: 9).;and, “The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked; Who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17: 9).. ... Several
texts tell us that knowing the heart and the mind is something that concern

God alone.

(St. John Chrysostom)

“that they may fear you, to walk in Your ways as long as they

live in the land which You gave our fathers” (31)

D- God, the Compassionate on all peoples:

“Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people
Israel, but who comes from a far country for the sake of Your great
name and Your mighty hand and Your

outstretched arm, when they come and pray in this temple”
(32)

“then hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and do
according to all for which the foreigner calls to You; that all the
people of the earth may know Your name and fear You,

as do Your people Israel, and that they may know that this

temple which | have built is called by Your name” (33)



Solomon expected that some belonging to foreign nations will come to the temple
of the Lord from far land, and submit to the living God, once they discover the

vanity of their idols, and perceive that God is the Lord of the whole earth.

+ God is so compassionate that He will never turn His face away from a true
repentant. Even when man goes to the extreme of evil, once he returns to
the way of virtue, God will receive him, welcome him, and does everything
to bring him back to his former condition. God shows the highest of mercy,
even if man does not show complete repentance; He does not disregard
the smallest of things, but gives the greatest of rewards; which is shown
by the prophet Isaiah who says: “For the iniquity of his covetousness, |
was angry and struck him; | hid and was angry; and he went on
backsliding in the way of his heart. | have seen his ways and will heal him,
| will also lead him, and restore comfort to him, and to his mourners”
(Isaiah 57: 17-18).

(St. John Chrysostom)

F- God, the Advocate of His believers:

“When Your people go out to battle against their enemies,
wherever You send them, and when they pray to You toward this
city which You have chosen, and toward the

temple which | have built for Your name” (34)

“then hear from heaven their prayer and their supplication,
and maintain their cause” (35)

“When they sin against You (for there is no one who does
not sin), and You become angry with them and deliver them to the
enemy, and they take them captive to a land

far or near” (36)



“Yet when they come to themselves in the land where they
were carried captive, and repent, and make supplication to You in
the land of their captivity, saying: ‘We have

sinned; we have done wrong, and have acted wickedly” (37)

“and when they return to You with all their heart and with all
their soul in the land of their captivity, where they have been carried
captive, and pray toward their land which

You gave to their fathers, toward the city which You have
chosen, and toward the temple which | have built for Your name”
(38)

“Then hear from heaven, Your dwelling place their prayer
and their supplications, and maintain their cause, and forgive Your

people who have sinned against You” (39)

G- The power of praying in His house:

“Now, my God, | pray, let Your eyes be open, and let Your
ears be attentive to the prayer made in this place” (40)

Solomon desire was that God’s eyes be open, and His ears attentive to the
prayers made in this place.... But now, as the Lord dwell among us, came to be
as one of us, very close to us, we have the right to enter into the bosom of the

Father; and then, everything we seek in the name of Christ will be given.

In the book entitled “The Life of Prayer” it came that a certain monk was slothful
to attend the collective prayers despite his presence among the congregation.
One night, while standing for prayer, he saw a pillar of light going up to heaven
from where the brethren gather to pray. And beside this pillar of light, he saw a
tiny spot of faint light which sometimes shine, and sometimes is so pale to be
almost invisible. While he was marveling at what he saw, behold, he heard the

voice of God saying to him: [Why would you marvel? The pillar of light come up



from the brethren who gather together in a pure prayer; While this tiny spot of
light is the prayer of him who, despite his presence among the congregation he is
slothful to join them. Now, in case you intend to continue living in the
congregation, you have to abide to its laws and statutes; And once you are

strong enough to live alone far from it and pray on your own, you may do that].

“Now, therefore, arise, O Lord God, You and the ark of Your
strength. Let Your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation;

and let Your saints rejoice in goodness” (41)

Here, Solomon ends his prayer by words he quoted from his good father David in
(Psalm 132: 8-10). Which was not included in the book of kings

“Clothed with salvation”. They not only enjoy salvation, but will become a tool

for the salvation of others, through offering the sacrifices of righteousness.

“And Your saints rejoice in goodness”, The service of the temple will become
the source of joy and gladness to the whole people, to “be satisfied with the

goodness of Your house, of Your holy temple” (Psalm 65: 4)

H- “Remember Your mercies on Your servant David”

“O Lord God, do not turn away the face of Your anointed,;

Remember Your mercies on Your servant David” (42)

In the book of the king, the end of Solomon’s prayer came to refer to Moses and
the exodus from the bondage of Pharaoh; But here, it refers to God’s mercies on
His servant David. While the book of the kings was preoccupied with the
liberation from the bondage of Pharaoh and his armies (the devil and the hosts of

darkness); the present book is preoccupied with the setting of the kingdom of the



Son of David, the Lord of lords, and the King of kings in the church of the new

covenant.

Solomon ends his prayer by two requests:

1- Ifitis God who anointed him a king over His people; he would never be
able to fulfill his mission if God turns His face away from him. His practice
of the royal shepherding has its source in the King of kings, the greatest
Shepherd, without whom he would certainly fail to fulfill his mission

2- Remembering God’s mercies on His servant David, Solomon trusts in
God’s promises to his father David, that bear mercy, help, and comfort;

which God desires to grant to all men.

+ We should perpetually preach the mercy of God. We should always tell

you about the limitless sea of His exalted love; for we live and exist by His mercy.

(St. John Chrysostom)

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 6

| BOW DOWN BEFORE YOU, O LORD, AND SPREAD MY HANDS OUT
TOWARD YOU

+ Having in his heart to build a house for the Lord;
Solomon dedicated al his energies, and the nation’s energies for this

glorious work;
And once the work came to an end, his soul was crushed inside him, by

thinking:



What building is befitting for Him, whom heaven and earth cannot

contain?!

+ He did not boast what he achieved before kings and leaders;
but, together with the common people, he set forth to Your house;
He bowed down and spread his hands out toward You;
He sought Your dwelling among Your people;
The house was filled with a dark cloud,;

And Your fear dwelt upon all, together with unutterable glorious joy.

+ He opened his mouth blessing you for the sake of Your love and
condescension;
| wonder, when he spread his hands, that he became a symbol for You?
You who ascended to Mount Golgotha;
Where You spread Your pure hands;
Crushing the dragon under the feet of Your children;
And You opened the gates of heaven,

To make the heavenlies exult in the salvation of mankind.

+ Solomon became a partner with Moses, the great among the prophets, the
receiver of the Law;

He who ascended the mount, spread out his hands, to let You lead the
battle Yourself;

Whenever he spread his hands, his people prevailed over Amalek;

Grant me to bow down on my knees, spread my hands out toward You,
and cry out, saying;

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives
in me” (Galatians 2: 20);

Let me hide in You, O the Crucified Savior of the world;

Let my heart ignite with faith, hope, and love;



| see heaven open, listening to the sighs of my heart; | seek for the sake of
every one who went astray from the true way;
| beseech You, O heavenly Physician, to heal every sick

My heart moans together with every naked. hungry, and needy.

+ By Your cross, You open up the gates of Your mercies, and pour Your
blessings on us

By Your cross, You cover us against the reproach of sin, and scatter any
darkness in us;

By Your cross, we challenge the devil, sin, covetousness, and seductions
of the world;:

By Your cross, You crush the head of the devil underneath our feet;

By Your cross, we practice our sonhood to Your Father, and become Your
ambassadors;

By Your cross, You conform in us, and we come to be a living icon of You;

By Your cross, You gather us together, to be the one holy bride;

By Your cross, Your commandments turn into adornments for our hearts

By Your cross, You turn our hearts of dust into a new heaven;

By Your cross, You raise our hearts up to heaven, so as not to be defiled
by the uncleanness of the world

By Your cross, no hate will crawl into our hearts, even against our
enemies;

By Your cross, we desire that Your salvation be proclaimed even to the
opponents of the truth;

By Your cross, Your Holy Spirit unceasingly renews our depths;

By Your cross, You grant us grace upon grace, and glory above glory;

By Your cross, You reveal to us Your divine life-giving secrets;

By Your cross, You bring us forth to Your heavens;

By Your cross, we enjoy the inner joy and peace;

By Your cross, we anticipate Your coming on the clouds, to set forth to

You;



By Your cross, we join the heavenly choirs;
By Your cross, we come to be like the cherubim, fly up to heaven, and
settle down in Your bosom;

Glory be to You, O Crucified, Grantor of the resurrection and glory




CHAPTER 7

GOD RESPONDS TO SOLOMON'S PRAYER

Because Solomon offered a prayer with the spirit of humility and thanksgiving to God
who granted him that task as a divine gift; and at the same time, he sought nothing for
himself, but mercy for the people; and did not forget the role played by his father in the

work; God responded to his prayer, for it conforms with the holy will of God.

1- A public divine response to Solomon’s prayer 1
2- The priests were unable to enter the house of God 2-3

3- Animal sacrifices, and sacrifices of praise 4-6

4- Joyful celebrations 7-11
5- The Lord appears to Solomon 17 -18

6- The Lord warns Solomon against perversion from His commandment 19 - 22

1- A PUBLIC DIVINE RESPONSE TO SOLOMON'’S PRAYER:

“Now when Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven
and consumed the burnt offerings and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the

temple” (1)

There is no mention in the book of the kings of the response of God to Solomon’s
prayer, nor His receiving the dedication of the temple (6). Which is a magnificent portrait
of the experience of the believer of the deposit of heaven, while still in this world, in this
body.

Before Solomon even move after his prayer, God instantly proclaimed His response to

this prayer by a fire that came down from heaven.



That also happened when Elijah offered a sacrifice to God against the four hundred and

fifty priests of the Baal who were crying out and cutting themselves from morning to

noon (1 kings 18: 36-39). And when fire came down from the Lord and burned the burnt

offering and the fat, when Aaron was dedicated as a high priest (Leviticus 9: 24)

What is the significance of the falling of fire? And what is its activity in the life of those in

attendance?

1-

God proclaimed to Solomon, as well as to all those who were there of the leaders
and people, in a public way, His response to Solomon’s prayer, by His
acceptance of the king, the house he built, the worship he offered, and the
people attending the celebration. By sending fire, God showed His pleasure on
Moses (Leviticus 9: 24), on Gideon (Judges 6: 21), on David (1 Chronicles 21:
26), and on Elijah (1 kings 18: 38); and as it was said by the prophet Isaiah:
“Fearfulness has seized the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the
devouring fire?” (Isaiah 33: 14)

According to some, the fire here, refers to the dwelling of God Himself or His
glory; as it is written: “For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God”
(Deuteronomy 4: 24); And when God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, fire came
down (Exodus 24: 16-17); And the Holy Spirit came down as tongues of fire,
once the church was sanctified by the sacrifice of the crucified Christ (Acts 2: 3).
That proclamation encouraged the priests and the people to proceed in their
joyful celebrations for as long as 14 days, and encouraged Solomon to glorify
God publicly.

Sending fire on the sacrifice refers to the fact that God did not send fire to
consume the people because of their sins, but to consume their sacrifices as an
atonement for them, to appease His anger. Here it is to be noticed that the fire
has not come down when the sacrifices were slain, but not before the prayer was

raised. Together with offering the sacrifice, we are committed to enter into a



debate with God; who will not enter into the boat of our life against our will; for it
is written: “They willingly received Him into the boat” (John 6: 21).

The descent of fire also refers to the descent of the fiery Spirit of God to enflame
our hearts by the fire of His love, to burn the thorns of sin and the corruptive
covetousness. While the Lord Christ talked to the two disciples of Emmaus, they
said to one another “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on
the road?” (Luke 24: 32).

According to some fathers, the descent of fire refers to the decent of a heavenly
creature, namely angels, about whom it is written: “He makes His angels spirits,
His ministers a flame of fire” (Psalm 104: 4). And as referred by St. (Mar) Jacob
El-Serougi to what happened when Elijah’s disciple Elisha saw chariots and
horses of fire to take Elijah up.; and to the descent of fire on the sacrifice offered
by Elijah.

Hoping that the grace of the Holy Spirit would not cool down in us, the blessed
Paul warned us, saying: “Do not quench the Spirit” (Thessalonians 5: 19). We
may remain partners with Christ, if we hold fast until the end to the Spirit who
was given to us. Saying “Do not quench the Spirit” does not imply that the Spirit
is put under the authority of man, or that He may suffer by him, but because the
unthankful man intends to quench the Spirit, and would become like the wicked
who contradict the Spirit by their unholy deeds. They are without understanding,
deceptive, and sin lovers. They keep walking in the dark, for they do not have
“the true Light which gives light to every man who comes into the world” (John 1.:
9)..

This kind of fire took hold of the prophet Jeremiah, in whom the Word was like
fire, and said that he cannot endure it (Jeremiah 20: 9). Then came our Lord
Jesus Christ, the man-lover to send fire on the earth, saying: “how I wish it were
already kindled” (Luke 12: 49); who, as testified by the prophet Ezekiel (18: 23,
32), desires the repentance of man more than his death; so as to uproot the evil

completely from man; then the souls that are purified could bring forth fruition, the



seeds planted by the Lord, “Some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty”
(Matthew 13: 8)

As an example, Cleopas and his companion (Luke 24: 32), who were at first
weak because of their lack of knowledge; then their heart burned within them by
the words of the Savior, and showed the fruition of their knowledge. And when
the blessed Paul took hold of this fire (Romans 12: 11), he did not refer it to flesh
and blood, but being experienced in the grace, he became a preacher of the
Word (Christ)..

(Pope Athanasius the apostolic)

We confirm that this fire sent by the Lord Christ, is for the salvation and benefit of
men; with which God fills our hearts. The fire here is the salvation message of
the gospel, and the power of its commandments. For all of us here on earth, who
are dead-cold because of sin and are in ignorance, will be kindled by the godly
life, and, according to the blessed Paul, will come to be “fervent in Spirit”
(Romans 12: 11), We shall also be fellows in the Holy Spirit, who is like fire within

us.

According to a saintly prophet in God, about Christ the Savior of all: “The Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the
covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is coming, says the Lord of hosts; But
who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when he appear?
For He is like a refiner’s fire, and a purifier of silver” (Malachi 3: 1-3). By the
temple here, he means the body that is holy in truth, with no defilement, who is
born by the holy virgin, by the Holy Spirit and the power of the Father; As it is
said to the blessed virgin: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Highest will overshadow you” (Luke 1: 35); He was counted as the

Messenger of the covenant, who comes to reveal to us the good will of the



Father, and to serve us; as according to His words: “All things that | heard from
My Father | have made known to you” (John 15: 15) ... And like those who use
the fire to refine the silver and gold, so the Savior purifies the thought of all those
who believe in Him by teachings with the power of the Holy Spirit.

We interpret the live coal that touched the lips of the prophet (Isaiah 6: 6-7) and
purified him of every sin, as being the message of salvation and the confession
of faith in Christ; which is confirmed by the apostle Paul, saying: “If you confess
with your mouth the lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10: 9).

We say, therefore, that the power of the divine message is like a live coal and
fire, as the God of all says to the prophet Jeremiah: “Behold, | will make My word
in your mouth fire, and these people wood, and it shall devour them” (Jeremiah5::
14); and, “Is not My word like fire, says the Lord?” (Jeremiah 23: 29).

(St, Cyril the Great)

2- THE PRIESTS UNABLE TO ENTER THE HOUSE OF GOD:

And the priests could not enter the house of the Lord, because the glory of
the Lord had filled the Lord’s house” (2)

The Lord said to the prophet Moses: “You cannot see My face, for no man shall see Me
and live” (Exodus 33: 20)

+ It is impossible for us to behold God by our human eyes; for the un-corporeal
cannot fall under corporeal eyes; as testified by the only begotten Son of God the
Father, Himself, saying: “No one has ever seen God”. If therefore anyone

understand from what came in Ezekiel that he has seen God (Ezekiel 28: 1); he,



according to the Holy Book, has actually seen “the likeness of the glory of God”
and not God Himself. .If therefore, seeing the likeness of the glory of God has
filled the prophets with terror, if anyone attempts to see God, he will die; Because
of that, by His mercy, God spread the heavens before His divinity to keep us from
perdition. This is proved by the saying of the prophet: “Oh, that You would rend
the heavens.! That You would come down! That the mountains would shake at

Your presence” (Isaiah 64: 1).

Why would you marvel that Daniel was terrified and fell down on his face by
seeing the likeness of the glory of God, when he just saw the archangel Gabriel,
who is no more than a servant of God, who came in human form (See Daniel 10:
9; 16: 18). If therefore seeing Gabriel has terrified the prophet, Can man see God

Himself, and not die?

(St. Cyril of Jerusalem)

“When the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of
the Lord on the temple, they bowed their faces to the ground on the pavement, and
worshipped and

praised the Lord, saying: ‘For He is good; For His mercies endure

forever”(3)

The reaction to that holy fire and the glory of God, was that the hearts of the priests
were filled with the fear of God, and could not enter into the house of God, for the glory
of God filled the house. The people bowed to the ground , worshipped, and gave God
thanks (3). Yet, together with the holy fear of God, the hearts of all were filled with
peace, and they stood fast before the Lord.. They honored the divine glory with
submission, fear, and pleasure; together with feeling of unworthiness of the divine
presence, and true longing to worship God with all submission, together with the holy

hosts.



With the descent of the divine fire, their tongues set forth with praise, saying: “For He is
good; For His mercies endure forever”, a praise perpetually offered by the heavenlies,

and the godly men.

It is as though the priests, together with the people cried out, saying: [It is out of His
mercy that God did not send fire to consume them, but to consume the sacrifice instead
of them; to consume the thorns of our sins, and to ignite our feelings with the fire of the

divine love.

The object of praise and thanksgiving is God Himself, being good; and His goodness is
unique and absolute. He dwells among His people, Keeper of the covenant; the true

leader, greater than all the human leaders, and all the heavenly hosts.

He is good as a Creator, who brought us forth from nothing, and created all our needs.
He is good as a Savior; If any harm or corruption come over us because of our sins, He
remains good to reform what we have corrupted.

Hi is good, sends leaders, and even wishes to set every man as a leader; and remains,
Himself the hidden Leader who is capable of bringing us forth into His bosoms.

He is good as a Watrrior; who supports the weak, the oppressed. and those who have
no one to support them.

He is good as a Helper, who cares for everything small and big in the life of His
creatures, even for a morsel of bread we need.

He is good as Heavenly who, though dwelling in heaven, yet He does not forsake the
earthlies, but desires to turn them into what is almost like the heavenlies, prepares for
them places in heaven,, to come and take them, and grant them the fellowship in His

heavenly glories.

+ “For His mercies endure forever”. And according to the psalmist: “For in death
there is no remembrance of You” (Psalm 6: 5); For in death no one can repent his sins..



As long as you are in this world, | beg you to repent. ... Confess, and give thanks
to God, For here on earth, God is merciful; and can be compassionate on the
repentant, but there, He is a Judge and not merciful. Here, He stretches His
hands to the fallen, but there, He acts a Judge.

| say all this now to motivate those who assume that in Hades there could be a

remorse on sin.

(St. Jerome)

+ “Let the house of Israel say: ‘He is good and His mercies endure forever”. Why
does he refer to the house of Israel who suffered much from captivity? those who
were enslaved in Egypt, were led to the end of the earth, and suffered much in
Palestine? ... He means to say that they, in particular, are witnesses to His
multitude of goodness, which they have enjoyed more than anyone else. Their
sufferings are in themselves a sign of His great care; and, above anything else,
they are committed to thanksgiving for having Christ come from among them. |
mean, even if they have suffered a multitude of calamities, it was because of
their own denial, and not because of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

He came to them, and perpetually told them: “I was not sent except to the lost
sheep of Israel” (Matthew 15: 24); and said to His disciples: “Do not go into the
way of the Gentiles, ... but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”
.(Matthew 10: 5, 6); and to the Canaanite woman He said: “It is not good to take
the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs” (Matthew 15: 26).

He actually did everything, and was preoccupied with the salvation of this people.

And now, having showed that they are unworthy of His goodness, let them think about

the increase of their denial.

(St. John Chrysostom)



3- ANIMAL SACRIFICES AND SACRIFICES OF PRAISE:

“Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the Lord” (4)

This fire kindled the heart of the king and those of the people with love, to offer more
sacrifices.... The more pleasure in us God proclaims, the more will be our longing to

worship Him, and to minister to Him without failing.

+ Listen to the voice of the prophet, saying: “I will freely sacrifice to You, O Lord”
(Psalm 54: 6). Learn how to offer endurance of labor by your own free will. He
who discovers his slothfulness, accuses himself, and optionally endures affliction,

will always feel remorse.

Let everyone of you meditate in the amazing freedom granted by the Lord Jesus
Christ to His faithful people through the life-giving new birth, and through pouring
the Holy Spirit. ... For then, he would perceive that God could never be
ministered by slothfulness; and that even if we honor Him every day, we could

never give Him His due.

We, therefore, above anything else, liberate our hearts from being attached to

evil, to be able, in a better way, to feed on the fruition of justice.

“I will freely sacrifice to You, O Lord”.. The prophet did not use this expression
without reason; for he perceived that many, have ministered to God only out of
commitment, and their inner hearts were opponents to ministry; While promising

something with their mouths, they planned something else in their hearts.

“I will freely sacrifice to You, O Lord” .Even though the gifts were little in
themselves, they become great through offering them with pleasure; while those
offered out of commitment, will most probably corrupt their giver; He who sets a

banquet against his own will, will perpetually complain because its high cost.



| will freely sacrifice to You, O Lord”.. Offer every day joyfully to your Creator,
offer him few, utter sweet words of praise by your tongue; Hasten, as well, to
consummate, by the spirit of godliness, the ministry allotted to you. Listen to the
words said by the prophet: “The optionally given offerings of my mouth are

acceptable to You, O Lord"..

(Father Valerian)

“King Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-two thousand bulls, and one
hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated
the house of God” (5)

“And the priests attended to their services, the Levites also with

instruments of music of the Lord, which king David had made to praise the

Lord, saying: ‘For His mercy endures

forever, whenever David offered praise by their ministry. The priests

sounded trumpets opposite them, while all Israel stood” (6)

Those animal sacrifices were mixed with sacrifices of joyful praise.

The two books of the chronicles, being books of worship to God, care for the role of
praise in worship, in every occasion to glorify God. The Levites sang praise, the priests
sounded trumpets, while all Israel stood; Together with praise, sacrifices were offered in

the temple.

4- JOYFUL CELEBRATIONS:

“Furthermore Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in
front of the house of the Lord; for there he offered burnt offerings and the

fat of the peace offerings



, because the bronze altar which Solomon had made was not able to
receive the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat” (7)

“At that time Solomon kept the feast seven days, and all Israel with him, a
very great congregation from the entrance of Hammath to the Brook of
Egypt” (8)

And on the eighth day they held a sacred assembly, for they observed the
dedication of the altar seven days, and the feast seven days” (9)

On the twenty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people away to
their tents, joyful and glad of heart for the goodness that the Lord had
done for David, for Solomon,

and for His people Israel” (10)

With every gladness and zeal, the celebrations were extended in the following way:

a- Solomon, and all Israel with him, a very great congregation (8), celebrated the
Feast for seven days, from the second to the ninth day of the month..

b- The tenth day was the great day of atonement (9)

c- From the fifteenth day, the Feast of the tabernacles started until the twenty-
second day.(9)

d- On the twenty-third day of the month, Solomon sent the people away to their

tents, joyful and glad of heart (10)

“Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord and the king’s house; and
Solomon successfully accomplished all that came into his heart to make in
the house of the Lord

and in His own house” (11)

This worship, filled with joy and gladness, supported Solomon to finish his mission to
build the house of the Lord and the king’s house, and to accomplish all that came into

his heart with all success.



The living and true worship goes hand in hand with the spirit of success in every aspect

of life for the sake of the enjoyment of the divine presence

5- THE LORD APPEARS TO SOLOMON:

“Then the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: ‘I have

heard your prayer, and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice” (12)

Being the divine Worker and the Controller, God chose His house which He called “the
house of sacrifice”; He chose Jerusalem to be the city of God where His house to be
built; and chose David to become a king on His people. God appeared to Solomon by
night, to confirm His acceptance of, and His pleasure in his work, of His gladness for his
faithfulness, loyalty, and zeal, and his spiritual way in building His house; And to

proclaim to him His response to his prayer, previously written in the sixth chapter. (12)

“The house of sacrifice”. . St. Agnatius the Theophorus called the church “the place of
sacrifice”; the “Golgotha” on which the Lord Christ was crucified, as a sin offering for the

sake of the whole world.

God, Himself, calls the temple “the house of sacrifice”, which carries two meanings:

a- The worship has to be bound to sacrifice; as without the shedding of blood, you
cannot approach God, where forgiveness will be realized by the precious blood
of Christ

b- Jerusalem is the convenient location to offer the sacrifice. Hezekiah and Josiah
have both exerted all effort to uproot all other places to offer a sacrifice to the
Lord.

“When | shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to
destroy the land, or send pestilence among My people” (13)



“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and
pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear
from heaven, and will forgive

their sin and heal their land” (14)

Here God proclaims His complete acceptance of Solomon’s prayer, which is not
mentioned in the book of the kings. God promised to accept the repentance of His
people, and to return to them, saying: “I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin

and heal their land” (14).

+ When the regular people gather together in one accord, it will be so great, and
would never be disregarded by God (2 Chronicles 7: 14; Matthew 18: 19)

(Father Ambroseaster)
“Now, My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to prayer made in this
place” (15)
“For now | have chosen and sanctified this house, that My name may be
there forever; and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually” (16)
“As for you, if you walk before Me aa your father David walked, and do
according to all that | have commanded you; and if you keep My statutes

and My judgments” (17)

Perceiving his inability and that of all men to keep the commandment, Solomon, in his
prayer says: “May the Lord our God be with us as He was with our fathers. May He not
leave us nor forsake us; that He may incline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His
ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, which He
commanded our fathers” (1 Kings 8: 57. 59)..As to man’s side, he says: “Let your heart
therefore be loyal to the Lord our God, to walk in His statutes and keep His

commandments, as at this day” (1 Kings 8: 61).



On His side, God appeared to Solomon, filled His house with glory, and poured joy and
exultation in the hearts of all who were there. Yet, on the side of Solomon, the leaders,
and the people, they are committed to obey the commandment, and to feel their
responsibilities, to respond to God’s mercy and grace. God gives us His grace to grant
us the sweetness of the commandment, and the possibility of having fellowship with

Him; and on our side, we are committed to strive by the Lord without slothfulness.

+ As | can see, the grace of the Holy Spirit is always ready to fill those who, from

the beginning decide to hold fast in their war against the enemy (the devil), and never to

surrender until they prevail over him.
Anyway, the Holy Spirit who called them, although He will make the way of
repentance easy, sweet, and well paved; yet He comes back again to reveal to
them the actual truth of the way (its difficulties and labor). Helping them in
everything, He commits them to offer the necessary works of repentance; and
reveals to them what the works of the body and soul are... until He brings them
back to God their Creator in true repentance.

Through this goal, the Holy Spirit strengthens them to strive, body and soul, until
both become alike in purity, as they are in the inheritance of the eternal life. As to
the body, it strives in continuous fasting, and perpetual watching; while the soul
strives in spiritual practices, together with persistence on all kinds of virtues,
through the body. We therefore, have to care to do nothing with slothfulness, but
to do everything by the body in the fear of God, to bring forth fruition.

(St. Anthony the Great)

+ Paul warns his listeners not to be slothful, on account of that God will search for

them, and will even send them as ambassadors. On the contrary, we are

committed to bring Him pleasure, and to reap our spiritual blessings.



Paul means to say: [The way your salvation is our job, it is yours as well. As we
preach the word to you, we endure sorrows; and, receiving it, you endure them
as well. ... We endure to provide you with what you receive; and you endure to
receive what is given to you, so as not to lose anything. Your salvation is
realized, not only by faith, but also by enduring the same sufferings we do. You
are like a boxer in an arena, full of the great energy of (the work itself) which

would increase the more you feel the need to endure everything with nobility. .

(St. John Chrysostom)

Let us then run the race in this world, to earn the reward in the coming world.

(St. Jerome)
“then | shall establish the throne of your kingdom as | covenanted with
David your father, saying: ‘You shall never fail to have a man as ruler in Israel”
(18)

A WARNING AGAINST PERVERSION FROM THE COMMANDMENT:

“But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and commandments which |

set before you, and go and serve other gods, and worship them” (19)

It is befitting of us to believe that a delay to keep the commandment, is actually a
disobedience by him who intends to keep the commandment ... We have to
remember the saying: “Do not delay to turn back to the Lord; and do not
postpone it from day to day” (Sirach 5: 7); and, “Do not say to your neighbor, ;Go
and come back, and tomorrow | will give it;, when you have it with you” (Proverb
3:28)



(The scholar Origen)

“then | will uproot them from My land which | have given them, and this
house I have sanctified for My name | will cast out of My sight, and will
make it to be a proverb and

a byword among all nations” (20)

“And as for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be
astonished and say: Why has the Lord done thus to this land and this
house?” (21)

“then they will answer, ‘because they forsook the Lord God of their fathers,
who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and embraced other gods, and
worshipped them and

served them; therefore He has brought all this calamity on them™ (22)

If God had pleasure in building a house for Himself, to dwell in it forever among His
people, He is preoccupied with the sanctity of his people. The temple would not protect
them from destruction, if they disobey the divine commandment. According to the
prophet Jeremiah: “Do not trust in these lying words, saying: ‘the temple of the Lord, the

temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are these;” (Jeremiah 7: 4).

+ “And it will be when you say, ‘Why does the Lord our God do all these things to
us? Then you shall answer them, ‘Just as you have forsaken Me and served
foreign gods in your land, so you shall serve aliens in a land that is not yours™
(Jeremiah 5: 19)

We ought to understand the literal meaning; It is enough for now to activate the

memory of those who intend to understand.



The children of Israel who possessed the holy land, the temple, and the house of
prayer; ought to worship the living God; Yet, having disobeyed the law and the
divine commandment, worshipped the idols, and received the idols from
Damascus, and the idols of the Gentiles in their land, as is written in the book of
the kings, they became worthy of being cast in the lands of the idols, where the

idols are worshipped.

That is why the Lord says: “Just as you have forsaken Me, and served foreign
gods in your land, so you shall serve the aliens in a land that is not yours”.
Namely, whoever takes for himself a god of anything, he will be as though

worship foreign gods.

If you deify food and drinks, “Your god is your belly” (Philippians 3: 19). ... If you
count the silver of this world as great riches, they are therefore your gods about
which the Lord Christ Himself warned, saying: “No servant can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal
to the one, and despise the other; you cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke
16: 13).

God promises that if the nation returns and repents, He will not execute His
threat; but if they become corrupt and unworthy, He will do as He said. The
divine ordinance concerning men in this world basically concerns two nations; of
which the Jewish nation come in the first position; Then, after the coming of the
Lord Christ, our nation comes in the second position. God threatened the first
nation, and, consequently, it was captivated, their city, and temple were
destroyed, their altar was defiled, and they lost the sanctuaries they used to
possess; for the Lord said to them: “Return to e”, and they did not. Then He
spoke to the second nation to edify and to plant them, But, knowing that this
latter nation is formed of those who were prone to fall and corrupt, He threatened
them, as well, saying: [Although, at the beginning, | spoke about planting you,

yet, in case you sin, you will certainly end up like the former nation].



AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 7.

You;

PROCLAIM YOUR DWELLING IN MY DEPTHS, O LORD

As Solomon did not boast his works before the foreigners;
But assembled His people in Your temple;

And with the spirit of love and humility, he bowed and spread his hands toward

You responded to his prayer with Your amazing fire;
Which consumed no one;
But only the sacrifices they offered, to proclaim Your pleasure and acceptance;

To confirm to them that You are the Forgiver of sins and the receiver of offerings;

Your glory filled the house, and the priests were terrified before You;
The people worshipped in fear;

And their hearts, before their tongues, uttered praise with an exultant spirit

Let Your Holy Spirit proclaim Your presence in my depths;

Nail Your fear in me;

In awe | would encounter You, O Forgiver of sins;

And with confidence, | trust that You will save my soul from corruption;
You fill my depths by the reflection of Your splendor in me;

| cherish Your presence, and my depths bow before You;

| shall no longer remember my sins in despair;

Nor my soul will be disturbed because of my weakness



When | trust that You will accompany me in the journey of my life.
| will ascend, as though with the ladder of the cross to Your paradise;

My soul will praise You, and will not forget Your mercies forever.

What sacrifice shall | offer You?
Except by being attached to Your cross?

And holding fast to Your precious blood?

You are truly good, wholly good;

Instead of my corruption, You grant me a good nature;

You turn all my affairs to the edification of my soul;

Your right hand holds me, and brings me forth from glory to glory;
It will lift me up, so as not to fear the events of time;

It embraces me, to keep the devil from crawling into me;

Your love and mercy are great, O amazing Redeemer.

Instead of my hidden moans and the bitterness of my soul,
You make me join the heavenly choir;
You turn all my emotions, feelings, and energies,

Into a harp on which Your Holy Spirit plays.

You turn the days of my sojourn into perpetual feasts;
To make me feel like being in heaven,;

Where affliction cannot destroy my soul;

Where covetousness have no authority over me;

By You, earth would turn into heaven;

Your grace brings me up as though to heavenly sanctuaries;

Instead of drought, Your Holy Spirit rains Your divine grace over me;
And instead of hunger You satisfy my soul by You, O the bread of life;

Your divine promises transfigure before me;



Your commandments become like jewels to adorn me;
Your statutes provide me with honey;

Nothing will occupy my soul;

But You will sit in it as Your throne.

No enemy will lead me captive to his land;
As long as You proclaim Your glory in my heart;

No one will captivate me, as long as You are the Liberator of my soul.




CHAPTER 8

SOLOMON’S ACHIEVEMENTS AND COMMITMENTS

In the second book of the chronicles the foremost achievement of Solomon, was
building the house of the Lord, organizing the worship and ministry in it, beside offering
sacrifices and offerings to the Lord. But it did not disregard his other commitments,
whether building the royal palace, and building and fortifying the cities, and entering into

commercial relationships with other nations.
SOLOMON’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER NATIONS:

In the second chapter, the book refers to Solomon’s invitation of the other nations to
partake of building the temple, in particular Hiram king of Tyre, and the aliens who were
living in the kingdom. If for some political reason or another, he got married to pagan
wives, yet he refused to let the daughter of Pharaoh and her entourage live in the city of

David, into which the ark of the covenant entered and sanctified.

He had an open mind in his relationship with other nations, and entered with them into
commercial relationships, which had an impact on them to experience his wisdom;

which was demonstrated by the visit of the queen of Sheba to him.

When the Lord appeared to Solomon in Gibeon, He promised to grant him so much
riches and honor, that no other king would be like him all the days of his life (3: 13);
Keeping this promise, gave Solomon an exalted fame and admiration among the other

nations.



David before him prevailed upon many enemies, and the kingdom in his days greatly
extended, but he did not set many constructions beside his own house; Solomon, on the
other hand, having inherited such an extended kingdom in an atmosphere of peace,
used every chance to increase his wealth and his authority with diplomatic ways; and

cared to set many establishments in an extravagant luxury and exaggerated ways.

1-The cities built by Solomon 1-6
2- The laborers used by Solomon 7-10
3- Solomon cared for his Egyptian wife, yet out of the city of David 11

4- Solomon organizes the ministry in the temple

12 -16

5- Solomon’s commercial relationships with foreign nations 17 -

18

1- THE CITIES BUILT BY SOLOMON:

According to some, Because Solomon was preoccupied with practical constructions,
despite being a man of knowledge, understanding, and wisdom, he had no time for
study and meditation. Yet many of his personal works show his care for the Word of
God and meditation in it, through the work of the Holy Spirit who inspired to him to
author the holy books of proverbs, the Ecclesiastes, the song of songs, and the wisdom;
beside his prayer in the temple that reveals his knowledge of the law, the book of
Deuteronomy in particular. All that tell us that his other preoccupations did not make him

disregard his studies, readings, and meditation.

“It came to pass at the end of twenty years, in which Solomon had

built the house of the Lord and His own house” (1)

He cared for the temple of the Lord and its annexes, the royal palace, for building and

renewing some cities, providing his wife the daughter of Pharaoh with comfort, yet out of



the city of David, caring for the alien workers, the men of war from among his people,

and organizing the worship and ministry in the temple.

We see here how Hiram king of Tyre, give cities to Solomon, a reference to the work of
the Lord with the church of the new covenant, when magnificent cities are delivered to

the church of Christ, to receive faith, and be filled with peace.

The first book of the kings referred to those cities given by the king of Tyre to Solomon
(1 Kings 9: 11-13). Yet there was no mention of the fault committed by Solomon in
giving twenty cities of the land of Galilee to Hiram, which were so despised by Hiram to
call them ‘the land of Cabul’ , namely (cheap and valueless) (1 kings 9: 11-14). Those
cities being within the promised land, that act implied unfaithfulness on the part of

Solomon, to deliver the land of the Lord to the Gentiles.

“that the cities which Hiram had given to Solomon, Solomon built
them, and he settled the children of Israel there” (2)

“And Solomon went to Hamath Zobah and seized it” (3)

“He also built Tadmor in the wilderness, and all the storage cities
which he built in Hamath” (4)

“He built upper Beth Horon and lower Beth Horon, fortified cities
with walls, gates, and bars” (5)

“also Baalath and all the storage cities that Solomon had, and all
the chariot cities of the cavalry, and all that Solomon desired to
build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and

throughout all the land of his dominion” (6)

The Lord allowed Solomon, not only to build what the State required, but all his heart’s
desire. Yet he has done that with exaggerated extravagance, beside marrying many
wives for one reason or another, which required collecting more taxes and an increase

of the burden on the people, that ultimately led to the division of the kingdom directly



after his death, and the reign of his son Rehoboan on his throne; when ten tribes joined

his rival Jeroboam who reigned on the northern kingdom.

Although that was mentioned in the book of the kings, yet the book of the chronicles
concentrated on the shining side concerning the worship, leaving the weaknesses of

Solomon and his failings to the book of the kings.

2- THE LABORERS USED BY SOLOMON:

As a king, a leader, and a business man, Solomon did not seek his own comfort, but
used many hands; he perceived that for his people’s sake, he should encourage work

by every means,

“All the people who were left of the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites,
Hivites, and Jebusites, who were not of Israel” (7)

“(that is their descendants who were left in the land after them,

whom the children of Israel did not destroy), from these, Solomon

raised forced labor, as it is to this day” (8)

There were a multitude of Canaanite aliens, who were allowed to live among the people

of Israel, but not without work.

“But Solomon did not make the children of Israel servants for his
work. Some were men of war, captains of his officers, captains of
his chariots, and his cavalry” (9)

“And others were chiefs of the officials of king Solomon: two

hundred and fifty, who ruled over the people” (10)

3- SOLOMON CARED FOR HIS EGYPTIAN WIFE, YET, OUT OF THE CITY OF
DAVID:



“Now Solomon brought the daughter of Pharaoh up from the city of
David to the house he had built for her, for he said, ‘My wife shall not dwell
in the house of king David

of Israel, because the places to which the ark of the Lord has come

are holy” (11)

According to the book of the kings (1 Kings 9: 24), moving the daughter of Pharaoh from
the city of David to the house Solomon built for her, was a kind of special privilege, But
according to the book of the chronicles, that cares for the worship and holiness, it was
not befitting to let her stay in the city of David, even if she received faith in the living
God, on account of that, among her maidservants who came with her from Egypt, there
might be some pagans.

The relationship between Solomon and the daughter of Pharaoh carried a symbolic
meaning. The kings of Egypt used to give his daughters born by maiden servants, who
had no right for the throne, of Egypt, to the kings of other nations. But to Solomon,
Pharaoh gave him his own legitimate daughter, in marriage. She had the right to sit on
the throne of Egypt if she had no son to inherit the throne. Marriage here was a
confirmation that Solomon himself had the right in the land of Egypt; which refers to the
submission of many kings and leaders to the Lord Christ, through their acceptance of

faith in Him.

Solomon built a palace for the daughter of Pharaoh, to which he brought her up,
together with her entourage; for fear that his Egyptian wife and her entourage might do
something unfitting to the holiness of the city of David. The queen could have been a
proselyte and with her or with one of her entourage, there probably be some idols from
Egypt. Despite his good relationships with the Gentiles, Solomon refused to let the
daughter of Pharaoh live where the ark of the covenant has been, even if she received
faith in the living God, for fear that one of her maiden servants who came with her from

Egypt might be a non-believer.



3- SOLOMON ORGANIZES THE MINISTRY IN THE TEMPLE:

The religious ministries were mentioned in verses 12 — 16 of the eighth chapter of the
book of the chronicles, particularly the burnt offerings, which were not included in the
book of the kings. Although there was no mention of the details of what Solomon has
done, there was a confirmation that he cared for organizing the daily, the monthly, and

the annual ministry in the temple, particularly the burnt offerings and the praise.

“Then Solomon offered burnt offerings to the Lord on the altar of
the Lord he had built before the vestibule” (12)

“according to the daily rate, offering according to the commandment
of Moses, for the Sabbaths, the new moon, and the three appointed
yearly feasrs — the Feast of

Unleavened Bread, the Feast of the Weeks, and the feast of

tabernacles” (13)

Solomon role did not stop at building the temple and celebrating its dedication, but
continued caring for offering daily offerings, weekly ones every Sabbath (double the
daily offerings), monthly offerings in the new moons, and annual offerings in the three

major feasts.

Solomon’s heart was kindled, longing to carry out the religious rites of offering
sacrifices, incense, and praise, according to the law, through the priests and the
Levites. During that period, before his perversion behind his pagan wives, he did not
practice the worship as a literal routine, but, together with his commitment to do
everything according to the law, he did everything with his whole inner being, enjoying a
fellowship with God, through praying and heavenly thoughts throughout the shadow of
the old covenant.



So attached to God, Solomon, together with the prophet Jeremiah, felt that God’s
mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3: 23); as though to say:: ““The Lord is

my portion’, says my soul, therefore | hope in Him” (Lamentation 3: 24).

+ The burnt offering is the sacrifice wholly consumed by fire on the altar.
| wish the divine fire raises us up high by the fire of wisdom, and ignite us wholly.
Not just our souls, but our bodies as well, to have eternity. Let it be offered as

burnt offering, for death to be swallowed.

(St. Augustine)

+ As both the body and soul, namely man in his wholeness, desire to become a
holy sacrifice to God, the Psalmist proclaims that “the sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit”™ (Psalm 51: 17)

+ Let us then offer our souls a sacrifice by fasting; for there is nothing better to offer
to God, which is confirmed by the prophet saying: “A broken and a contrite heart
—these O God, You will not despise” . Offer yourself to God, O man; Offer the
offering of fasting; make yourself a pure sacrifice, a holy sacrifice, and a living

sacrifice, that remains yours, even while offering it to God.

(Father Peter Chrystologus)

+ He said to them: “For | did not speak to your fathers, or command them in the
day that | brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or
sacrifices; but this is what | commanded them: ... Let none of you think evil in
your heart against your neighbor, and do not love a false oath” (Jeremiah 7: 22,
23; Zechariah 8: 17) ... He means to say that the contrite heart is a sweet

fragrance to the Lord who created him.



(The epistle of Barnabas)

+ That was the reason the righteous ‘Job’ used to offer burnt offerings for the sake

of his children, lest they might have unintentionally erred toward God in their thoughts.

(St. Jerome)

+ | had fear in all my works, knowing that You would never justify me when guilty.

“Job’ would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the
number of all his sons; for he said; ‘It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God
in their hearts” (Job 1: 6)

(Pope Gregory the Great)

+ It was necessary for Christ, the Savior of all to carry the cross, as it is said about
him on the tongue of Isaiah: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given;
and the government will be upon His shoulders; and His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor; Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah
9: 6). The cross is His government, by which He became a King over the world;
“And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also
has highly exalted Him, and given Him the name which is above every name;
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of
those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2: 8-
11).



When the blessed man Abraham ascended the mountain to offer His son Isaac a
burnt offering according to the command of God, he put the wood over his son,
as a symbol of Christ who will carry the cross on His shoulders. The passion of
Christ are therefore His glories, as He, Himself, taught us, saying: “Now the Son
of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him” (John 13: 31).

(St. Cyril the Great)

“And according to the order of David his father, he appointed the
divisions of the priests for their service, the Levites for their duties (to
praise and serve before the priests)

as the duty of each day required, and the gatekeepers by their

divisions at each gate; for so David the man of God had

commanded” (14)

Solomon continued to offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving, changed nothing

of the order put by his father David, did not cease, but did it day after day.

“The man of God”, a general expression in the two books of the kings, although rarely
mentioned in those of the chronicles, said only about Moses (1 Chronicles 28: 14),

about David and another prophet (2 Chronic;es 25:7, 9).

+ It is befitting of the heart and mouth of the Christian not to cease praising God;

not to glorify Him in case of prosperity, and grumble against Him in affliction.

+ He who readily pray, praises in his heart, even though his tongue could be silent.
Whereas if man prays without longing, he would be considered as mute before God,

even though his voice may reach other men.



Now, gathering together in the church, we praise God; but once everyone of us
go back to work, he seems as though he ceased to praise God. | wish one never
cease to walk uprightly, to be praising God all the time. You cease to praise God
when you pervert from justice and from everything that bring pleasure to God; but
if you persist on the upright life, your life will be eloquent, and God’s ears will

open to your heart.

All what you do, do good, for by this you praise God.

There, we will find comfort, we will love, and we will praise.

(St. Augustine)

How beautiful are those who sing the secrets of the Lord. | wish I, as well, imitate

them in their prayer ... Do not despise a spiritual song, and do not disregard

listening to it.

(St. Methodeus bishop of Olymbus)

Make the evening musical.... Sing by the Spirit, and by understanding. Sing the

psalms.

(St. Jerome)

The kingdom of God is within you; namely the joy planted by the Holy Spirit in

your hearts, being an icon and a deposit of the eternal joy, enjoyed by the souls

of the saints.



(St. Gregory bishop of Nyssa)

“They did not depart from the command of the king to the priests
and Levites concerning any matter or concerning the treasuries”
(15)

“Now all the work of Solomon was well-ordered from the day of the
foundation of the house of the Lord until it was finished. So the
house of the Lord was completed” (16)

4- SOLOMON’'S COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH FOREIGN NATIONS:

Hiram king of Tyre contributed, not only in building the temple, but to the prosperity of
the glorious kingdom of Solomon.

“Then Solomon went to Ezion Gaber and Elath on the seacoast in
the land of Edom” (17)

“Ezion Gaber”, is on the Gulf of Aquaba, near Elath.

“And Hiram sent him ships by the hand of his servants, and the
servants who knew the sea. They went with the servants of
Solomon to Ophir, and acquired four hundred

and fifty talents of gold from there, and brought it to king Solomon”
(18)

Caring for the international trade, Solomon built a maritime fleet; and resorted to Hiram
king of Tyre to provide him with experts to manage and run the fleet, for his servants

know the sea; while the experience of the Jews was confined to the lakes..



He visited the ports of Elath, Ezion Gaber to examine the situation and to enter into

international commercial relationships.

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 8

LET ME OFFER YOU A DAILY OFFERING, AND UNCEASING PRAISE, O LORD

+ Solomon built a magnificent temple that drew the attention of many;
All assumed that it will endure to the end of time;
And set great establishments as well;
He built cities and strongholds;
What remained of all that?!
Even the temple that represented Your presence among Your people,

Has been utterly burnt down to the foundations.

+ Nothing remained but the pure hearts that followed the lead of David’s heart;
The sacrifices of love, burnt offerings of praise, and the incense of the pure
prayers, only remained;
Turn my life into a sacrifice of love;
Let my whole being become a spiritual harp;
That sounds a unique symphony;

That harmonizes with the praises of the heavenly hosts.

+ When shall I encounter You on the clouds?
When shall I join the heavenly choir?!
When shall I sing the new song of Your love?!
| wonder, by what language shall | sing in heaven, Oh my Beloved?!

And what sacrifice shall | offer before Your holy throne?!



CHAPTER 9

THE QUEEN OF SHEBA AND SOLOMON'S
INTERNATIONAL FAME

This final chapter of the biography of Solomon in this book, parades his
international fame, particularly the queen of Sheba’s visit to him .This chapter
came exactly conforming to what came in (1 Kings 10), a verse by verse, with the
exception of the two verses 1 — 2; And the three last verses which were quoted
from (1 Kings 11: 41-43)

Sheba was a developed and a rich country at Southern Arabia; And the queen
brought with her very precious gifts as samples of what her country can give
(Isaiah 60: 6; Jeremiah 6: 20’ Ezekiel 38: 13).

Sheba had a foremost importance in these days, for all the ships sailing toward

the south or to the Indian Ocean pass through Sheba.

1- The queen of Sheba visits Solomon, and honors him 1-12

2- The greatness of Solomon’s court and his riches 13 -
28

3- The end of Solomon’s reign 29 —
31

1- THE QUEEN OF SHEBA VISITS SOLOMON, AND HONORS HIM:

This episode was written in detail in the first book of the kings; And the Lord

Christ Himself referred to it (Matthew 12: 42). In this episode it is to be noticed:

1- The encounter of the queen of Sheba with king Solomon is considered an

invitation directed to every man to encounter Him, who is greater than



Solomon, the Wisdom of God Himself, the Creator of Solomon, who
granted him the wisdom. The Lord Christ admonished the Jews who
rejected Him, when the queen of Sheba, a Gentile, came from afar to

listen to His wisdom.

What the queen of Sheba enjoyed through her encounter with Solomon is,

however, not to be compared with what we enjoy through our encounter and

fellowship of the Lord and Savior of Solomon.

2-

Solomon did not invite the queen of Sheba to visit him; and she was not in
need to come all the way from her far country to investigate the facts
concerning Solomon; but she hastened to see by her own eyes (6). She
was drawn by his glory and his personality that drew many, even kings.
He was unique among the kings of an international fame, in that he did not
have his fame through wars and violence, but by the spirit of wisdom and
peace given to him by God. His reign endured forty years with no war
against any nation or people; and on another aspect, his relationship with

the kings and peoples bore mutual respect.

Encountering Solomon, the queen of Sheba perceived that what she saw
by her own eyes surpassed what she heard about him. ... When our
Christ proclaims His glory in us, His sweet fragrance in us will testify to us,
to make us “ready to give a defense to everyone who asks us a reason for

the hope that is in us, with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3: 15).

Hiram king of Tyre, although he has provided Solomon with a plenty of
gold, wood, building materials, and experts in building and laborers; yet he
did not care to go to Solomon to learn wisdom; as the queen of Sheba did.

The queen of Sheba exulted when she encountered king Solomon; a

reference to the Lord Christ, the Fountain of joy for all who encounter Him.



5-

The queen of Sheba blessed all those who perpetually stand before

Solomon, on account of that they see his face and listen to his wisdom.

She was impressed by His great authority over all the kings from the River
to the land of the Philistines (26).... Indeed, those who honor God, will be
honored by God (1 Samuel 2: 30). Solomon has greatly honored God, by
building decorating the temple; giving God praise and thanksgiving, and
by dedicating what God granted him of wisdom and riches to the account

of the kingdom of God and the service of His people.

The queen of Sheba endured much trouble and expenses to hear the
wisdom of Solomon, yet she counted that she was greatly rewarded.
Solomon’s wisdom bore a symbol of the Hypostasis of wisdom, our Lord
Jesus Christ, He who draws the souls, and brings them forth into the
bosom of God the Father.

Solomon knew how to kindle the gift freely given to him, by sharing it with
others. He was not preoccupied by the enormity of the gifts he has got, as
much as he was preoccupied by letting all enjoy the wisdom of God.

The queen of Sheba was greatly impressed by the good ordinance of
Solomon’s household, co-workers, and servants; And according to some,
his talk about wisdom or organizing the worship of God; which drew her
heart to the Lord Christ, the unique atoning Sacrifice, capable to

consummate the salvation to all who come to Him..

10- Solomon’s impact by His wisdom in the Lord, was not only on his

servants, but extended to their sons, who cherished being called “the sons
of Solomon’s servants” (Ezra 2: 55; Nehemiah 7: 57).



11-Presenting a living example of the true love, the queen of Sheba praised

God for His work with the people of Israel through king Solomon (8).

“Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of
Solomon, she came to Jerusalem to test Solomon with hard questions, having a
very great retinue, camels that bore
spices, gold in abundance, and precious stones; and when
she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was in her
heart” (1)

Hearing about Solomon from the merchants who, with their ships pass through
Sheba, the queen of Sheba presents a living portrait of the true believer from

many aspects.

The queen of Sheba, not satisfied with what she heard about Solomon, but
moved to encounter him and test him, not in doubt of what she heard, or she
would not come with such an abundance of precious gifts, but came to

enjoy getting to know him in person. In that she symbolized the Magi who, when
they saw the star, they moved with their gifts toward Jerusalem to encounter the
newly born king of the Jews, and to worship Him. .... On the

contrary, when king Herod assembled the high priests and the scribes (Matthew
2: 4) to ask them: “where will Christ be born?”, they gave him the prophecy, but

did not care to move to encounter the newly born Christ.

+ The Magi preparing gifts to honor the newly born king; the Truth instructed
them what they should do;
They opened up their treasures; the gold, for He is a great king; the myrrh,
for he will be killed; and the frankincense to honor Him as God.
They joyfully carried the treasures of their fathers, to give their offerings to

the great King;



While walking their way, they preached the good news, that a great king
has shined over the whole world;

Wherever they traveled or dwelt, they told His story, saying; ‘We are
heading toward the Mighty One born in Judea’;

Wherever they came or departed, they planted the good news of His birth.

Their preaching was distributed along their way, and their news were

sung.

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

The queen of Sheba told Solomon all what was in her heart, and he told her all
what she sought to know (2). An exchange that represents the relationship of the
soul with her Christ. On her side, the soul reveals what is in her heart; and on His
side, her Christ tells her His divine secrets which she desires to know.

It is befitting of the believer to open his heart up before his Savior, and to enter

with him into an open debate.

“So Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing

so difficult for Solomon that he could not explain it to her” (2)

When the believer opens his heart up to talk with his Savior, the way the queen
of Sheba did with king Solomon, the Lord of glory will open up to him His hidden
treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2: 3), and will hide nothing from
him.

+ The Son of God was called “Messenger of the great Counsel” for the sake
of the things He taught, He proclaimed to men in particular about the
Father, saying: “| have manifested Your name to the men whom You have
given Me out of the world” (John 17: 6); He manifested His name by words
and deeds.



(St. John Chrysostom)

+ There is no knowledge without faith, nor faith without knowledge; ... The
Son is the true Teacher about the Father. ... We believe in the Son to
know the Father, with whom is also the Son.... Again, in order to know
the Father, we have to believe in the Son, for He is the Father’s Son.
Knowledge of the Father and the Son, the way of the true Gnostic, is to
know the Truth through the truth ... Indeed, few are those who believe and

know.

(St. Clement of Alexandria)
+ The divine Word was sent as a Physician for the sinners, and as a
Teacher of the divine secrets, to those who are pure and without sin.

(The scholar Origen)

+ A great Teacher descended from heaven, to instruct the world that was

enlightened by His teaching, so that men will no more desire the vain things.

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

+ Now, beloved brethren, take heed of what the apostle gives you of
precious counsel, saying: “As you have therefore received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the
faith, as you have been taught” (Colossians 2: 6, 7).As in such a simple

and sure faith, we ought to strongly abide, until He opens Himself up to



the believers hidden in Him, according to the same apostle, saying: “in
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians
2: 3); which He hides from no one to reject, but to stirs up in them the
longing for the hidden things..

(St. Augustine)

“And the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon,
the house that he built” (3)

“the food on his table, the seating of his servants, the service
of his waiters, and their apparel, his cupbearers and their apparel,
and his entryway by which he went up to the

house of the Lord, there was no more spirit in her” (4)

The report concerning her visit to Solomon, reveals, not only the greatness of
Solomon’s palace, but the way of life going on in his royal court, from the food

offered on his table, to the sitting of his servants, to their behavior and apparel.

The Holy Book did not mention that the queen of Sheba had the privilege of
visiting the temple, being the greatest of Solomon’s achievements; but his care
not to let his wife, the daughter of Pharaoh dwell in the city of David, would tell us
that Solomon did not give the queen of Sheba non-believer Gentile, the chance
to visit the holy house of the Lord. ...

She knew all about the multitude of burnt offerings through the priests. Her
impression with what she saw and heard was expressed in one sentence: “There
was no more spirit in her” (4).

Yet what she saw, heard, and touched, was no more than a shadow of what the
apostle Paul has actually experienced, he who “heard inexpressible words” (2
Corinthians 12: 4).



She perceived that Solomon, his household, and his servants were the happiest
on the face of the earth. ... That would refer to what St. John Chrysostom said
that the Christian is the happiest man on earth.

“Then she said to the king: ‘It was a true report which | heard
in my own land about your words and your wisdom” (5)

“However | did not believe their words until | came and saw
with my own eyes, and indeed, the half of the greatness of your
wisdom was not told me. You exceed the fame

which | heard” (6).

The great difference between what the queen of Sheba heard about the wisdom
of Solomon, and what she saw by her own eyes when she encountered him,

made her glorify the Lord who granted him such a great gift.

+ All the people of Israel shouted loud to glorify the Lord who granted
Solomon such wisdom, saying:

Blessed be the Lord who kept His love to His servant David, made his son
a king after him, and filled him with wisdom.

Who glorified the throne of Solomon over Israel, and made his fame
spread all over the world.

Who let the queen of Sheba come from her far country to test his wisdom
(1 Kings 10), carrying with her such an abundance of spices.

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

“Happy are your men and happy are these your servants,
who stand continually before you and hear your wisdom” (7)



Unable to express how impressed she was with the person of Solomon himself,
and perceiving that he is greater than any praise, the queen of Sheba, blessed

his servants who continually stand before him and enjoy hearing his wisdom.

That is how the Lord Christ proclaimed to those who became attached to Him,
and saw Him, saying to them: “Blessed are the eyes which see the things you
see” (Luke 10: 23).

“Blessed by the Lord your God, who delighted in you, setting
you on His throne to be king for the Lord your God! Because the
Lord has loved Israel, to establish them forever,

therefore He made you king over them, to do justice and

righteousness” (8)

The queen of Sheba perceived that the Lord was so delighted in His people, to
set Solomon on the throne to do justice and righteousness. ... Yet, later on,
Solomon got too far in burdening his people with taxes to spend on his projects
and constructions; ... The Lord Christ on the other hand, reigned upon humanity,
delivered Himself for the sake of the salvation of men, and granted them His

righteousness, as their own righteousness.

+ The Lord Christ was the Goodness anticipated by the people.

(The scholar Origen)

+ We, who have Christ -- the source of all the necessities — dwell in our
hearts, have been enriched with all kinds of virtues, and have come to have an

abundance of steadfast spiritual gifts.



(St. Cyril the Great)

+ What is the meaning of: “Of His fullness we have all received” (John 1:
16)?

St. John means to say that the Lord does not possess His gifts through
partnership; but being His own Fountain; the source of life itself; light itself;
and truth itself; He stores the riches of His goodness in Himself, and flows
it on all; but, giving to others, He remains on His fullness without
decrease, continues to flow, and to let the others partake of His blessings,
yet stays on His perfection as He is. ... On the contrary, what | acquire is
through partnership with others, a little portion of all, like a drop of water

compared to a limitless sea.

Let us consider a source of fire, from which tens of thousands of candles
are lighted ... Will the source of fire not remains on its fullness after

providing all those candles from what it has? Will it decrease in intense?

(St. John Chrysostom)

“Then she gave the king one hundred and twenty talents of
gold, spices in great abundance, and precious stones; there never
were any spices such as those the queen of

Sheba gave to king Solomon” (9)

What the queen of Sheba did by giving so many gifts to Solomon, was a symbol

of what the alien Magi are going to give to the exalted infant Lord Christ.



“Also, the servants of Hiram and the servants of Solomon,
who brought gold from Ophir, brought algum wood and precious
stones” (10)

“And the king made walkways of the algum wood for the
house of the Lord and for the king’s house, also harps and stringed
instruments for singers; and there were none such

as these seen before in the land of Judah” (11)

“Now king Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all she
desired, whatever she asked, much more than she had brought to
the king. So she turned and went to her own country,

she and her servants” (12)

2- THE GREATNESS OF SOLOMON'S COURT AND HIS RICHES:

If God the wholly rich, gave of His glory, power, and wisdom to Solomon, He
poured of what are His on His beloved. History did not mention a king as rich and
glorified as Solomon, beside his wisdom and ability to create an atmosphere of
peace with all the nations and peoples in his time.... Yet the Lord Christ says:
“Even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of the lilies in the field,

which today is, and tomorrow will dry up” (Matthew 6: 29).

Mentioning nothing in this book concerning the perversions and fall of Solomon
that came in the first book of the kings, the Holy Book provides us with an
important lesson, that, even though the great and the wise may fall, and their fall
could be serious, yet it is not up to us to persist on defaming them. And on
another aspect, Solomon probably repented on them, and hence the book kept
silent on account of that his sins were forgiven (See Ezekiel 33: 16). God in His
love for us, will not remember our sins, if we return to Him and forsake the way of

evil.



“The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six

hundred and sixty-six talents of gold” (13)

This quantity is equal to 25 tons of gold. Yet we find Solomon the sage describe
all riches as “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity” (Ecclesiastes 1: 2); and in the book
of proverbs he says: “Better is a little with the fear of the Lord than great treasure
with trouble; Better is a dinner of herbs where love is than a fatted calf with
hatred” (Proverb 15: 16-17). The queen of Sheba most probably heard him quote
these proverbs while showing her the treasures contained in his palaces, “that

there was no more spirit in her” (4).

“besides what the traveling merchants and traders brought.
And all the kings of Arabia and governors of the country brought
gold and silver to Solomon” (14)

“And king Solomon made two hundred large shields of
hammered gold, ; six hundred shekels of hammered gold went into
each shield” (15)

God promised to give Solomon wisdom together with riches and glory. (3: 13).
Riches in itself is not a sin; for Abraham was exceedingly rich, and left his wealth
to his son Isaac (Genesis 24: 34-36). It is the love of wealth that is a sin (See 1
Timothy 6: 7-10). Solomon himself wrote: “He who loves silver will not be
satisfied with silver; nor he who loves abundance with increase. This also is

vanity” (Ecclesiastes 5: 10)

“He also made three hundred shields of hammered gold;
three hundred shekels of gold went into each shield. The king put
them in the house of the forest of Lebanon” (16)

“Moreover the king made a throne of ivory, and overlaid it
with pure gold” (17)



“The throne had six steps, with a footstool of gold, which
were fastened to the throne; there were armrests on either side of
the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside

the armrest” (18)

While Solomon'’s feet rested on pure gold; It was said about the Lord Christ:
“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne (Psalm 89: 14; see
Psalm 97: 2).

“Twelve lions stood there, one on each side of the six steps,
nothing like this had had been made for any other kingdom” (19)

To confirm his riches and power, Solomon adorned his throne with statutes of
lions; .... Whereas, to proclaim His possibilities, the Lord Christ granted His
disciples the authority to trample upon the devil and the hosts of darkness, and
not to fear the roaring lion who walks about seeking whom it may devour (1 Peter
5: 8).

+ Do you intend to be a virgin? ... Prevail upon the flesh and its desires;
upon the world in the Spirit of God; upon the vain temporal things that will
eventually grow old, corrupt, and come to an end; upon the dragon
(Revelations 12: 7); upon the lion (1 Peter 5: 8); and upon the serpent (2
Corinthians 11: 3). Prevail upon the devil by Jesus Christ who helps you;
through listening to His words, and enjoying the Eucharist in God; Carry
His cross and follow Him (Matthew 26: 24); for it is Jesus Christ your Lord

who will purify you.

(St. Clement the Roman)



+ After your conquests that come from His conquests, the angels will

receive, glorify, and serve you, as your guards in every aspect.

(St. John Chrysostom)

“All king Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, and all the
vessels of the of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure
gold. Not one was of silver, for this was

accounted as nothing in the days of Solomon” (20)

To show off his greatness Solomon used vessels made of gold. The greatness of
our Christ, on the other hand, is demonstrated by setting us -- men of dust -- as

heavenly creatures; for gold refers to heaven.

+ He was born in a manger to lift you up to the altar.
He came down to earth, to lift you up to heaven.
He found no place for himself except a manger, to prepare mansions for
you in heaven (John 14: 2); as according to the apostle: “Though He was
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty
might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8: 9). My inheritance is the poverty of

Christ, and my strength is His weakness.



“For the king'’s ships went to Tarshish with the servants of
Hiram. Once every three years the merchant ships came, bringing
gold, silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys” (21)

“So king Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in
riches and wisdom” (22)

While Solomon became great with riches, glory, and wisdom, things granted to

him by God. Our Christ became for us riches, satiety, and wisdom..

+ Who will be our support? Jesus Christ, the Word and the Wisdom of God;

He will support us, not for one day or two days, but forever.

(The scholar Origen)

+ He who truly believes, will completely be united with Him, in whom are the
truth, the Godhead, the Essence, the Life, and the Wisdom; and all these
will be in him, as well, and not in the non-believer; For without the Son of
God, you will have no existence nor name; the powerful will be without
power, and the wise will be without wisdom; For “Christ is the power of
God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1: 34). He who thinks he can
see the One God without power, truth, wisdom, life, nor true light, would

be, either sees nothing at all, or surely sees what is evil.



(St. Gregory of Nyssa)
“And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of

Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart” (23)

All the kings of the earth desired to listen to Solomon because of the wisdom
granted to him by God. The believers whom the Lord, the King of kings, set as

kings, seek His face to acquire Him, being the wisdom of God.

“Each man brought his present: articles of silver and gold,
garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules, at a set rate, year by
year” (24)

“Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots,
and twelve thousand horsemen whom he stationed in the chariot

cities and with the king at Jerusalem” (25)

Here, Solomon did not give heed to the warning of the law to the king, saying:
“He is not to multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt

to multiply horses” (Deuteronomy 17: 16)

“So he reigned over the kings from the River to the land of
the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt” (26)
“The king made silver as common as stones, and he made

cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores which are in the

lowland” (27)
“And they brought horses to Solomon from Egypt and from
all lands” (28)

3- THE END OF SOLOMON'S REIGN:



“Now the rest of the act of Solomon, first and last, are they
not written in the book of Nathan the prophet, in the prophecy of
Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo

the seer concerning Jeroboam the son of Nebat” (29)

“Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years”
(30)

“Then Solomon rested with his fathers, and was buried in the
city of David his father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his

place” (31

The book came to the end of its talk about Solomon without mentioning his falls
concerning his love of pagan women, and his perversion to idol-worship through
them; on account of that his kingdom, being a symbol of the kingdom of Christ, is
committed to be holy, and without sin, shining with the splendor of the Sun of

Righteousness.

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 9

LET ME ENCOUNTER AND ACQUIRE YOU, O WISDOM OF GOD

+ Having heard about Solomon, the queen of Sheba set forth to visit him;
Hearing about his wisdom, she came carrying an abundance of gifts;
Behold, the Lord of Solomon came down to me;

To call me to unite with Him, and to enjoy the fellowship of His glory.

+ Allow me to reveal all what is in my heart;
By Your Holy Spirit, | sit at Your footstool;
To meditate in You, o Groom of my soul;

To hear Your voice and enjoy Your splendor;



hosts

My heart dissolves with love for You;

| desire that all humanity are drawn to You.

Encountering those working in Solomon’s court,

The queen of Sheba was so impressed by them;

To bless all who work for him, and who listen to his wisdom;

As for You, You open before me the gates of Your heavens

| bless the prophets, the apostles, the disciples, and all believers;

| desire to praise You together with them, as well as with all the heavenly

In paradise, | see robbers who became saints;
And get in touch with Your grace that, out of those of dust, it set almost

heavenlies

earth;

men;

| stand in awe before Your exalted grace;

The queen of Sheba counted all those around Solomon as the happiest on

Behold, | see Your church, the unique bride;

Carrying the reflection of Your splendor, You who is fairer than the sons of

By Your light, You took darkness away from her;
And by Your grace, she bears Your righteousness;

By Your cross she came to be the queen sitting on Your right hand.

Her dwelling place came to be with You in heaven;
Where the lion could not crawl to devour her
Where the enemy will find nothing for him in her;
For You are her light, glory, riches, and happiness;
For her You are everything, to need nothing more;

Grant me to attach myself to You and acquire you

| shall never forsake You; but You will dwell in me, and | in You;



Glory be to you, O the power and wisdom of God;

By You | experience the deposit of Your heavens;

By You, my heart and mind are lifted up as though to heaven;
By You, I live happy, whatever the troubles of the world are;

You lift me up from glory to glory.

THE SECOND SECTION

THE KINGS WHO CAME AFTER SOLOMON

(Chapters 10 to 36)

FROM REHOBOAM TO THE CAPTIVITY

THE SUCCESSORS OF SOLOMON:

The person of David, the godly suffering king was the center of the first book of

the chronicles, he whose heart desire was to build a house for the Lord; but his



request was rejected on account of that he was a man of wars, even though they
were for the account of the glory of God. But he got a divine promise that his son
Solomon will fulfill his heart’s desire. The first nine chapters of the present book
came to show Solomon’s care for building the temple; and that his only mission

was to realize this work, particularly that he came as a king of peace.

Now, the rest of the book came about the successors of Solomon as kings of
Judah, until the fall of that kihngdom under the Babylonian captivity; then the

divine promise was fulfilled by the return from captivity after seventy years.

This book was almost dedicated to the kingdom of Judah, and disregarded to a
great extent the northern kingdom, that dissented and opposed the house of

David. ... In the history of that era, it is to be noticed:

1- Caring completely to omit the faults of Solomon, to show that the true
King, who builds the house of God is the Son of David, the King of peace,
who is without sin, about whom is said: “I will be His Father, And He will
be My Son” (2 Samuel 7: 14); and, “You are My Son; Today | have
begotten You” (Psalm 2: 7); which could not apply to David nor to
Solomon, but only to the incarnate Wisdom of God, the only begotten Son
of God, the Savior of the world, of the seed of David according to the
flesh; hence came the divine promise “to give a lamp to Him and to His

sons forever” (2 Chronicles 21: 7).

This lamp remained in the royal house, though sometimes very faint, until
the coming of the promised Son in the midst of the pitch darkness, to
shine with His light on those sitting in the darkness.

The devil exerted all effort to put that lamp out before the coming of the
Son of David, but the grace of God worked all along the generations, for
the One to come who will destroy the kingdom of the devil, and liberate

humanity from his captivation through the cross.



2- During that period, the devil assumed that he could put the lamp
completely out through the wicked kings (of Judah), like Jehoram,
Ahaziah, Ahaz, and others; that in the days of Ahaziah no one remained of
the seed of
David except a little infant who was rescued of the massacre of the royal

house. It was not possible for the devil with all his violence, cruelty, and

deception, to stand against the grace of God working to the account of
the salvation of humanity; as according to the prophet: “Who is God like
you, pardoning iniquity, and passing over the transgression of the remnant of

His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, because
He delights in mercy. He will again have compassion on us, and will

subdue our iniquities” (Micah 7: 17-18).

3- After the return from captivity, the line of David’s household continued,
though no kings were among them, and they gradually lost their temporal
privileges and possibilities; until it was the time for that godly young girl,
betrothed to a poor carpenter, to carry in her womb the King of kings, the

Messiah Savior of the world, the King of Righteousness. By the cross, the

resurrection, and the ascension of the Son of David to heaven, He
reigned on the hearts of the believers from the Jews and the Gentiles with

no partiality; And behold, He prepares the place for the bride queen to sit

forever on His right side.

THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM:

The tenth chapter is considered as the line separating between the reign of David
and Solomon, on the one hand, when all the tribes were unified under the name
“the children of Israel”, and on the other hand, the division of the kingdom into

two kingdoms: the southern kingdom of Judah with the two tribes of Judah and



Benjamin, and the northern kingdom of Israel with the ten other tribes. Here we

notice the following:

1- The tribe of Benjamin, to which the rejected king Saul, the oppressor of
David, belongs, came to be the only tribe to unite with Judah. The grace of
God turned the animosity stirred up by Saul against David into a friendship
between the two tribes; Or let us say it was a reward to David after his
departure, for his amazing love for Saul, despite his hatred, realized in his
children and grandchildren,

2- This book is only preoccupied with the tribe of Judah, being the
representative of the people of God, out of whom will come the King of
Peace incarnate. Any talk about the Northern kingdom of Israel, came in
what concern its relationship with the kingdom of Judah.

3- The Northern kingdom covering nine reigning families; on which
assassinations dominated to take the throne by force, lasted 250 years;
whereas the Southern kingdom lasted for 350 years, holding fast to the
royal family of the household of David, to whom the divine promise to
David, was to keep his kingdom forever, if they keep His commandments.
The Lord Christ was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, as
the King of kings who reigns forever.

Despite the faults committed by some of the kings of David’'s household,
yet there among them were kings who cared for the worship of the living God.

4- The chapters 10 to 26, gave us a record of the kings of Judah: nine of

them were good kings, and ten wicked ones:

Manasseh, who reigned for 55 years, as the most wicked of the kings of
Judah, yet he ended his life as one of the good kings through his return to
God.

Rehoboam, who rejected the counsel of the godly elders, and followed
that of his wicked friends. In his days the kingdom divided, and he lost ten

tribes. Although he attempted to strengthen the kingdom, yet he got back



to disobey God’s law and statutes (Chapter 12); closed his ears shut to
the good counsel; and closed them shut to God’s voice.

Jehoram, in whose heart envy crawled, and he killed his brothers with the
sword, together with some leaders of Israel.. Following the lead of the
Gentiles, he worshipped on the high places, he started by worshipping the
Lord, but idol-worship soon crawled into Judah, and as a fruition of his
perversion, the Philistines invaded them

Ahaz (2 Chronicles 28), increased his evil to the extent of offering his own
sons as burnt offerings in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom like the
Gentiles. Hence God allowed the Aramites to prevail upon him, and to

captivate a multitude of his people.

Yet God sent good kings to correct what the wicked ones corrupted.

THE FOINDATIONS OF THE REFORM:

[ep}
1

The return to God, and the renewal of the covenant with Him, on the level
of the king, the leaders, and the people

The consistence on keeping the commandment (15: 12-15)

The care for the ministry of teaching (Jehoshaphat 17: 7-9)

Giving back the rights of God (Joash 24: 4-5)

The purification of the temple (Josiah 34: 14)

A return to listen to the Word of God (34: 29-31)

THE PROPHETS OF THAT ERA:

Because of the violent oppression of the devil against the house of David; so that

no one of them would come to reign forever; and because of the lack of

faithfulness of the kings themselves from this house; that era from the division of

the kingdom to the Babylonian captivity, was featured by the appearance of

many prophets, who came to confirm God’s plan of salvation, the coming of the



King of Righteousness, the Son of David; and to open up the door of hope. At the
same time, they came to warn the kings, the priests, and the people against their
persistence on disobedience and disregarding the divine commandment, and to
proclaim God’s chastisement that was going to dwell upon them. Among those

prophets were:

1- The prophet Nathan (9: 29)

2- Ahijah the Shilonite (9: 29; 10: 15)

3- Iddo the seer (9: 29; 12: 15;13: 22)

4- Shemaiah, the man of God (!!: 2; 12: 5, 15)

5- Azariah the son of Oded ((15: 1)

6- Oded (15: 8)

7- Hanani the seer (16: 7)

8- Micah (Micaiah) the son of Imla (!18: 7)

9- Jehu the son of Hanan the seer (19: 2; 20: 34)
10- Jahaziel the son of Zechariah ( 20: 14; 20: 34)
11-Eliezer the son of Dodavah (20: 37)

12-Elijah the prophet (21: 12)

13- Some of the prophets and Zechariah the son of Jehoiada (24: 19-20)
14-The man of God (25: 7)

15-A prophet (25: 15)

16- Zechariah the seer (26: 56)

17- Isaiah the son of Amoz (26: 22; 32: 32)

18- Micah of Moreseth (Jeremiah 26: 18)
19-Some seers (prophets) (33: 18-19;m 2 Kings 21: 10)
20-Huldah the prophetess (34: 22)

21-Jeremiah (35: 25; 36: 12;, 21)

22-Apostles and prophets (36: 15-16);

23- Urijah the son of Shimaiah (Jeremiah 26: 20)



To portray the extent of the oppression of the leaderships and the people against
the prophets, the Lord Christ said: “Now when vintage time drew neatr, (the
owner of the vineyard) sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might
receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took the servants, beat one, killed one, and
stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did
likewise to them” (Matthew 21: 34-36)



CHAPTER 10

A DISSENSION IN THE ERA OF REHOBOAM

The books of chronicles disregarded the faults done by both David and Solomon,
not to cover them up, but to present the two kings being symbols of the Messiah
King, who alone is without sin. Now it talks about the dissension that happened in
the days of Rehoboam (2 Chronicles 10: 15).

The circumstances that led to the division of the kingdom are recorded in (1
Kings 2: 1-24) in the same way it came here; with the exception that the book of
the kings cared for recording the origin of the kingdom of Israel; whereas the
book of the chronicles cared for that of the kingdom of Judah.

While the Holy Book tells about Solomon that he was the richest in wisdom

among the kings of Israel, Unfortunately his son Rehoboam, unwisely walked
according to the counsel of the wicked, with violence and cruelty; rejecting the
counsel of the elders of experience; contrary to one of the main principles that

the book of the proverb, written by Solomon the sage concentrated on..

1- The foolishness of Rehoboam 1
2- The extremism of the dissenters 2-15
3- Their rejection of Rehoboam 16 - 19

1- THE FOOLISHNESS OF REHOBOAM:

“And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to
Shechem to make him king” (1)



‘Rehoboam’, was the only son that history referred to Solomon. He was born by
‘Naamah’ the Ammonitess (1 King 14: 31), who was probably the daughter of
Hanun king of the Ammonites. ‘Thehoboam’ means (The prosperity of the
people) was so called as a memorial of the consummation of the possession of
the promised land that was not taken until the last days of David (See Exodus 34:
24).. About him it was said that because of his lack of wisdom, the kingdom was
divided into two.

According to some, Solomon was speaking about himself when he said: “He who
begets a coffer does so to his sorrow; and the father of a fool has no joy”
(Proverb 17: 21). His soul was mournful in his last days when he perceived that
he will leave his kingdom to a son with no understanding, saying: “Then | hated
all my labor in which | had toiled under the sun, because | must leave it to the
man who will come after me. And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a
fool. Yet he will rule over all my labor in which I toiled, and in which | have shown
myself wise under the sun. This also is vanity.... For there is a man whose labor
is with wisdom, knowledge, and skill; yet he must leave his heritage to a man
who has not labored for it. This also is vanity and a great evil” (Ecclesiastes 2:
18-19, 21)

While man does not normally know what his heirs are going to do with what he
labored to acquire; he who is bound to the heavenly wisdom in his life and deeds,
will leave to them an endurable inheritance of blessing . As an example, St. John
the Baptist inherited from his father Zechariah the priest and His mother
Elizabeth, their unceasing holy prayers and their righteousness in the Lord; Their

life supported him in the wilderness, where he was denied their seen care.

1- Contrary to Solomon’s wisdom, possibilities, and true intention, he
perverted by marrying pagan wives; the fruit of which was that his own son

Rehoboam was how he was and did what he did.



2- According to some, Solomon’s exaggeration in his huge constructions,
and in his extravagant spending on his pagan wives, burdened his people
with unaffordable taxes, which led to the division of the kingdom.

3- But they might have forgotten how Solomon’s policy gave the country 40
years of peace and prosperity for all.

4- That shortcoming was mutual;: for, on one aspect, the people who
grumbled, forgot the blessings of Solomon’s reign; and on another aspect,
Rehoboam has put on his father’s crown, but not his prudence and
wisdom; nor enjoyed the spirit of true care of his grandfather David.
Rehoboam did not imitate the wisdom and humility of the righteous ‘Job’,
who recognized the right of his servants to complain against him (Job 31:
13). The people were in need to hear gentle and appeasing words from
Rehoboam, to become his servants forever (7). The nice words will not
cost us more than a little self- denial; and by them we would acquire

uncountable blessings.

All Israel assembled in Shechem to make Rehoboam king. Shechem is 40 miles
north of Jerusalem, in a location convenient for such an important assembly;
within the domain of Manasseh, a cause for those dwelling in he north to rejoice.
In Shechem there is the tomb of Joseph (Joshua 24: 34); In it, Abraham was a
father of all Jews (Genesis 12: 6); so was Jacob (Genesis 33: 18); and in it
Joshua, together with all the tribes of Israel renewed the covenant with God
(Joshua 24). Choosing Shechem for the assembly therefore, bore the possibility
of planting the spirit of unity between the north and the south; but, unfortunately
Rehoboam'’s foolishness led to a serious division of the kingdom. It was good to
hold the assembly in Sgechem, but we hear nothing in it about renewing the
covenant with God, the way it happened when Saul became king, and so it was
with David (2 Samuel 2: 4), and Solomon (1 Kings 1: 28 etc.).. We can surely say
that when Rehoboam received the throne, God was not in his heart, and he did

not feel that he has got the kingdom from His hand..



2- THE EXTREMISM OF THE DISSENTERS:

“So it happened when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it
(he was in Egypt, where he had fled from the presence of Solomon
the king), that Jeroboam returned from Egypt” (2)
“Then they sent for him and called him. And Jeroboam and
all Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying:” (3)
“Your father made our yoke heavy, now therefore, lighten the
burdensome service of your father and the heavy yoke which he put on us, and

we will serve you” (4)

The people moaned because of the heavy yoke put over hem by Solomon, who
did not bear the spirit of his father David, who truly loved his people, and
delivered himself for their sake. Solomon did not care for his people as much as
he cared for his exaggerated projects and aspirations. Rehoboam, as well, did
not perceive the concept of leadership, nor was a good shepherd like his

grandfather David.

Concerning the responsibilities of work, Solomon divided the state into twelve
regions (1 Kings 4: 7-19), with the apparent exception of the tribe of Judah; as
shown by the fact that when he appointed those responsible for work, he
exempted Judah from it (1 Kings 5: 13-18). That was what the prophet Samuel
warned the people ahead, when they requested a king over them like the rest of
the nations; saying: “This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over you.
He will take your sons and appoint them for his own chariots, and to be his
horsemen... He will appoint captains over his thousands, and captains over his
fifties, will set some to plow his grounds and reap his harvest; ... and you will be
his servants” (1 Samuel 8: 11-18)

+ As a matter of fact, there are many other things that may justify us and

grant us a daring with God; but the most prominent of all, is to care for our



neighbor with compassion; something that the Lord Christ demanded from

Peter.

(St. John Chrysostom)

We read about certain cases, not unique, even among kings; which prove
the effect of love and compassion, and, on the contrary the harm done by
pride, haughtiness, and insulting words; which may end up shaking and

destroying kingdoms.

How frequently have the children of Israel grumbled against the prophet

Moses, which he always endured. And when the Lord intended to punish
them for his sake, he was ready to deliver himself even to death to save

them from the divine wrath (Exodus 32: 32).

How compassionately Moses talked to his people, even when they did
wrong against him. By his work, and his prophecy, he gave them comfort,
and encouraged them concerning the future.. Although he often talked to
God, yet, when he talked to the people, he did it gently and amiably.

Moses was qualified to exalt above all people, that they could not look at
his face (Exodus 34: 30); but they loved him because of his compassion,
more so than for the miracles done by his hands.

David, as well, followed the lead of Moses; Having been chosen to rule
the people, he was gentle and compassionate, contrite in the spirit, always
ready to show his love.

Before sitting on the throne, he delivered himself to perdition for the sake
of all (1 Samuel 17: 22); and when he became a king, he put himself on

equal level with the others in war, and in work. He encouraged them in



battle, judged between them, endured the reviles directed to his person,
and did not revile back. By all that he was dear to everyone. ...

He appreciated bravery, even of his enemies; and believed that those who
endured much in battle should be honored, as though they were his own
men. He admired ‘Abner’, the brave leader, and one of his opponents; and
when he sought peace, he did not despise him, and held a banquet on his
honor (1 Kings 2: 5); and when he was treasonably killed, David genuinely
mourned and lamented him.

It is not a simple matter for a king to be so humble in his works, counting
himself as the least of his subjects; refraining to drink water, some have
risked their life to bring it to him.

David sought from God to bring His wrath on him and his father’s house,
instead of on the people; saying to the destructive angel sent by God:
“Surely I have sinned, and | have done wickedly; but these sheep, what
have they done? Let Your hand, | pray, be against me and against my
father’s house” (2 Samuel 24: 17).

(St. Ambrose)

He followed the lead of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Greatest Shepherd of
shepherds, who says: “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down
one’s life for his friends” (John 15: 13) On the contrary, a shepherd, only
by name, does not love his herd the way he loves himself, but he

disregards them to be taken by a robber or devoured by a wolf.

(St. John El-Dargy)

“So he said to them, ‘Comeback to me after three days’; and

the people departed” (5)



It was good of Rehoboam to give himself time to think about how he should
respond to their request with no haste; and it was good of him to seek the
counsel of the wise elders; but he was wrong in not seeking the counsel of the

Lord; did not raising his heart to Him with prayer and offering sacrifices.

“Then king Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood
before his father Solomon while he still lived, saying ‘How do you advise me to
answer these people?”” (6)

“And they spoke to him, saying, ‘If you are kind to these
people, and please them, and speak good words to them, they will be your

servants forever;” (7)

The elders perceived that the people were not rebellious against the king, and
that they were ready to serve him with a good heart, if he was good, and bears in
his heart the spirit of true care. The hearts of the good shepherds were only
preoccupied with that they serve God himself through serving their people. They
counted themselves servants and not of authority. The Word of God, Himself,
who came incarnate, not to be served but to serve, and to deliver himself for the
sake of many (Luke 22: 24-27; Philippians 2: 1-13); trained His disciples on the
work of leadership through ministering, and washing the feet of those He serves
(John 13: 1-17); And sought from us; saying: “Whoever desires to become great
among you, let him be your servant; and whoever desires to be first among you,
let him be your slave” (Matthew 20: 26-27).

+ | wish he who is a ruler, not be haughty because of his position, lest he
falls down from the beatitude of humility; but it is befitting of him to know the true
humility in serving others ... | wish the great among them be like

the least.



+ It is befitting of those who occupy the prominent positions, be ready to
offer even the physical services, the way the Lord did when he washed the
feet of His disciples; and as it is written: “He who is greatest among you,
let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves” (Luke
22: 26).

(St. Basil the Great)

+ Keep the faith and the humility in yourself; for by them you will find mercy
and help, will hear divine sayings in your heart; and will be accompanied by your

guardian angel in secret and in public.

+ Humility is the sign of honor of divinity; for the Incarnate Son has put it on;
and told us about it through our bodies; Whoever puts it on will truly
become like Him who came down from His exalted position, and covered
His greatness and glory with the virtue of humility, to save the creation

from being consumed by His appearance.

+ No one hates the humble, nor rebuke or despise him; he loves everybody,
and everybody loves him, and desires his presence among them;; and

wherever he is, they look at him like an angel of light; and honor him.
+ The humility is a hidden power, got by the perfect saints after they

consummate their strife; Such a grace will not be given except to those

perfect in virtue.

(St. (Mar) Isaac the Syrian)



“But he rejected the counsel which the elders had given him,
and consulted the young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him”

(8)

Rejecting the counsel of the elders, and seeking that of the young men, was not
to get a second opinion, to compare between the two; but he rejected the
counsel of the elders because it was not according to his own liking; for he did
not intend to serve, but only to have authority.

It is befitting of the minister to listen both to the elders and the young; to take into
consideration, to look at the old, the young, and even the children, as one family,
reacting together with the spirit of love and unity, with humility before the Lord.

The fathers of the church talk to us about the need of the young for the elders; as
well as of the elders for the young; as according to the apostle: “You younger
people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one
another, and be clothed with humility, for ‘God resists the proud, but gives grace
to the humble™ (1 Peter 5: 5)

Elisha, the young man, started by serving the elder Elijah. St. Ambrose admires
the mutual work between the young and the older ministers; for each of them has

a role consummating the other.

+ How beautiful is the unity between the elder and the young man:

The one testifies, and the other gives comfort;

The one leads, and the other gives pleasure;

Although the Holy Book did not talk much about how old was Elisha, yet it
makes it obvious that he was the junior one.

In the book of the Acts of the Apostles, Barnabas took Mark together with
him; and Paul took Silas (Acts 15: 36-40); Timothy (Acts 16: 13), and Titus (Titus
1:5).



We also notice the division of labor among them: the elders lead, and
gives counsel, and the young provides the active work. They are all alike
in virtue, but not in years; rejoice in their unity; as Peter and John were. In
the gospel we read that John was a young man, as testified by his own
words; Nevertheless he was not less than the elders in his worthiness and

wisdom; he bore mature and revered features, and prudence of mind.

(St. Ambrose)

“And he said to them ‘What advise do you give? How should
we answer this people who have spoken to me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke which
your father put on us?™ (9)

“Then the young men who ha grown up with him spoke to
him, saying, ‘Thus you should speak to the people who had spoken to you,
saying. ‘Your father made our yoke heavy,

but you make it lighter on us’ — thus you shall say to them,

‘My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s waist™ (10)

In this, Rehoboam did not give heed to the words of his wise father in the Lord,
saying: “A soft answer turns away wrath” (Proverb 15: 1); he did not perceive the
danger of the tongue, about which it is said: There is one who speaks like the

piercing of a sword; but the tongue of a wise promotes health" (Proverb 12: 18).

“And now, whereas my father put a heavy yoke on you, |
shall add to your yoke. My father chastised you with whips, but |

shall chastise you with scourges™ (11)

His words, came so violent and cruel; Instead of lightening the yoke put by his
father on the people, even with a mild word, he confirmed to them that he will add

to it to make it unbearable. By that he assumed that he is only practicing his right



as a king of authority; regardless of the need and feelings of his people. He took
a serious decision that was going to destroy the unity of the people, as well as

his own personality.

What David, the righteous king built, is now destroyed by his grandson
Rehoboam in the third generation.
The serious fault of Rehoboam was that he did not seek the counsel of God, with

whom he had no personal relationship.

The scourges were whips with sharp metal extremities, which make their strike

as painful as the sting of a scorpion.

“So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the
third day, as the king had appointed, saying, ‘Come back to me the
third day™” (12)

“Then the king answered them roughly, king Rehoboam

rejected the counsel of the elders” (13)

It is befitting of the leader to confront the stir-up of his subordinates, not with
violence, lest he would be adding more fuel to the fire, but to hold the steering

wheel of leadership fast with tranquility, to let the tempest peacefully pass on.

“And he spoke to them according to the counsel of the young
men, saying, ‘My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to it;
my father chastised you with

whips, but | will chastise you with scourges™ (14)

“So the king did not listen to the people, for the turn of affairs
was from God, that the Lord might fulfill His word, which He had
spoken on the tongue of Ahijah

the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat” (15)



Even though the Lord has proclaimed what will happen on the tongue of Ahijah
the Shilonite (15); yet this does not justify the foolishness of Rehoboam, nor
lessen his responsibility for acting with such haughtiness and arrogance;

something that the Lord used to fulfill His purposes.

God often allows it to visit the evil of the fathers in their children, if they walked in
the same evil ways of their fathers. When Solomon forsook the Lord, God
allowed the majority of the people to forsake Rehoboam the son of Solomon. To
exhort the fathers who do not care for what will dwell on themselves of troubles,
God allows for them to perceive that what they do, will come back over their

children more than they could imagine; which many fathers hate to see.

If God allowed it to fulfill His threats of visiting Solomon’s sin in his son
Rehoboam, Yet, at the same time He did not forget His promise to David; hence

He kept two tribes for his grandson Rehoboam.

The Psalmist says on the tongue of the Lord: “If they break My statutes, and do
not keep My commandments, then | will visit their transgression with the rod, and
their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless My loving kindness | will not utterly take
from him; nor allow My faithfulness to fail. My covenant | will not break, nor alter

the word that has gone out of My lips” (Psalm 89: 31- 34).

3- THEIR REJICTION OF REHOBOAM:

“Now, when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them,
the people answered the king, saying: ‘What portion have we in
David? We have no inheritance in the son of

Jesse. Every man to your tents, O Israel! Now see to your

own house , O David. So all Israel departed to their tents” (16)



Although it was Rehoboam who acted cruelly, and without wisdom, yet the ten
tribes counted their rebellion, not against Rehoboam but against David, saying:
“What portion have we in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse”
(16); which God counted as a rejection of His grace and promises; and Judah, in

His eyes, represented His people, and Israel represented those dissented from
him.

Their evil was demonstrated in the following:

1- The majority of the ten tribes accepted the worship of the calves.
2- They dismissed the priests and the Levites, and set priests for the idols
3- The faithful to the faith set forth to Jerusalem and to the cities of Judah.

“But Rehoboam reigned over the children of Israel who dwelt
in the cities of Judah” (17)

“Then king Rehoboam sent Hadoram who was in charge of
the revenue, but the children of Israel stoned him with stones, and
he died. Therefore king Rehoboam mounted

his chariot in haste to flee to Jerusalem” (18)

The same way Rehoboam sought the wrong counsel; When he intended to
correct his fault, he chose the wrong intermediary: he chose ‘Hadoram’ who was
in charge of the revenue (of the forced labor), who, in the eyes of the people
represented the heavy yoke put by Solomon on them. Instead of sending
someone known for his wisdom and compassion, to whom they might readily
listen, he sent someone whose face they would not endure to see, for being

responsible for the procedure of forced labor.

“So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David
to this day” (19)



AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 10

TAKE IN YOUR HAND, O LORD, THE STEERING WHEEL
OF MY LIFE

+ In the great Shechem, Rehoboam encountered all Israel;
He received his father’s throne, with all its riches and glory;
He thought of himself as a king whose word is undisputed;
He did not surrender to You, O Lord, the steering wheel;

Nor renewed the covenant with You, and with Your people.

+ He assumed that the whole people are his slaves;
He did not imitate You, O King of kings, and the good Shepherd;
He did not imitate his grandfather David, in the purity of his heart,
Nor hid himself in You, for You to work in and by him.

+ The people longed to see him truly a grandson of David;

They sought from him to lift the heavy yoke put on them by his father
Solomon;

They did not refuse to serve him;

They just asked him to be compassionate toward them, to serve him
faithfully.

+ Rehoboam did know how to ask the Lord’s counsel;
God was not the leader of his life and mind
He sought the counsel of both the elders and the young men,;
But he accepted the counsel that was according to his own heart;
In pride and foolishness;

Violence found a place in his heart and mind;



Receive, O Lord, my steering wheel;
Let me walk according to Your Spirit, O wholly loving and compassionate.
Oh, how much I long to give for the sake of your people;

And how much I find pleasure to serve all;

Uproot from my heart all cruelty;
And from my mouth every reviling word;

To become truly Your ambassador.

Through violence, the people lost their unity;

And controversy and dissension entered between them;

Grant me love and compassion;

That all would assemble together for You;

| wish You would be the leader of Your people;

| wish that, by the spirit of unity, all would set forth from power to power;
| wish all would experience the true glory;

| wish all would walk in an enjoyable journey in Your company;

| wish all would set forth as though to Your heavens;

Glory be to You, O true Leader, and Good Shepherd



CHAPTER 11

THE FAILING ATTEMPTS OF REHOBOAM

The stories concerning the prophets of the North are prominent and full of life; like
those of Micah, Elijah, and Elisha. According to some, the ministry of the prophets
was concentrated in the Northern kingdom up to the eighth century BC. Bet here, we
hear about Shemaiah the man of God who carried a message to Rehoboam to
refrain from fighting his brethren of the Northern kingdom. That was the first
indication of the existence of prophetic ministry in the Southern kingdom at that time.
The second book of the chronicles came to tell us much about the prophets of the
South, including Azariah the son of Oded (15: 1-7); Hanani the seer (16: 7-9); Jehu
the son of Hanani (19: 2-3); Zechariah the son of Jehoiada (24: 20-22); and a
prophet not known by name, sent by God to King Amasiah (25: 7-9); And according
to the book of the chronicles, Elijah the prophet was sent a message to the Southern
kingdom to king Jehoram king of Judah (21: 12-16).

1- An attempt by Rehoboam to bring the dissented ten tribes back to the
kingdom 1-4

2- An attempt by Rehoboam to keep the remaining two tribes for himself

5-12
3- The return of the priests and the Levites to Jerusalem

13-17

4- Rehoboam’s wives and children

18 — 23

1- AN ATTEMPT TO BRING THE DISSENTED TEN TRIBES BACK TO THE
KINGDOM:



“Now when Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled from
the house of Judah and Benjamin one hundred and eighty
thousand chosen men, who were warriors, to fight against

Israel, that he might restore the kingdom to Rehoboam” (1)

Rehoboam most probably, assembled the warriors according to the counsel of the
same young men who provoked him to respond violently to the people who came to
him, and consequently lost the ten tribes by his violent words.

The reasons that, according to Rehoboam, justified his intention to fight against

Jeroboam and the ten tribes were:

1- He considered those tribes as rebels against his kingdom, and therefore should
be chastised
2- As the legitimate king from the house of David, he was committed to confirm his
authority and his military might, to get the twelve tribes of Israel together.
3- By that he would fulfill the desire of his wise father, the wisest person on earth at
that time, who sought killing Jeroboam, for he raised his hand against him (1 Kings
11: 26, 40). Jeroboam

fled to Egypt, and remained there until Solomon died.
4- The ten tribes killed Hadoram , whom Rehoboam sent for reconciliation; and
according to him, they killed an innocent man of peace (2 Chronicles 10: 18). If
David declared war against the

Emmonites for insulting his messengers (2 Samuel 10: 7); Jeroboam Kkilled
Rehoboam’s messenger with no justification. He, therefore should be chastised,

together with the ten tribes.

“But the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man of God,

saying: (2)



Rehoboam’s repeated fault was not resorting to the Lord and seeking His counsel
before doing anything; for which God let him consummate what was on his mind, to
assemble one hundred and eighty thousand chosen men to fight against the ten
tribes. Then he sent to him Shemaiah the man of God to reveal to him that he
wasted his time and effort in assembling that huge army; and now, he is committed

to let them return to their houses.

It was befitting of Rehoboam to seek the Lord’s counsel in everything, like his
grandfather David, the majority of whose psalms came to confirm his trust in the
Lord’s counsel, might, and care for him (2 Samuel 2: 1). He used to ask God in
everything big and small, trusting that he would lead him to victory, and grant him

prosperity in everything.

“ “Deliver me from my enemies, O my God” (Psalm 59: 1).

| once fled from you; Now | flee toward You,

Adam fled before the face of God, and hid between the trees of paradise; and
about him in the book of ‘Job’ it was said: “Like a servant escaping from his master,
earnestly desire the

shade” (Job 7: 2 LXX).

Woe to me if | remained underneath that shade, about which it was said: “All
things have vanished like a shadow” (Wisdom 5: 9).

Fight against the evil princes of this world, of the darkness (the devil and his
hosts)

Great is your strife; although you do not see your enemies, yet you prevailed

against them.

(St. Augustine)



“In Your mercy cut off my enemies”. Not that | am worthy of it, but for the sake
of Your mercy, “destroy those who afflict my soul” (Psalm 143: 12), for | am
Your servant.

Notice again how the request is well received. It is not easy to get what we
ask, but we are committed to make ourselves worthy of it; and to contribute
on our side with what we should.

The bare prayer is not naturally enough in itself. The Jews prayed, and the
response was: “Even though you make many prayers, | will not hear” (Isaiah
1: 15). Why would you marvel, if Ezekiel's prayer was not heard; but was told
by God: “Though those three men: Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it (in the
land), they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness, says the
Lord” (Ezekiel; 14: 14)

You should perceive that together with praying, we have to make ourselves

worthy of getting the present and future blessings.

(St. Johmn Chrysostom)

+ Whoever resorts to God, will be saved by God from his enemies,
hidden and manifest.

(Father Onesimus of Jerusalem)
“Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to
all Israel in Judah and Benjamin, saying” (3)
“Thus says the Lord, ‘You shall not go up or fight against your
brethren! Let every man return to his house, for the thing is from
Me’. Therefore, they
obeyed the words of the Lord and turned back from attacking
Jeroboam” (4)



Rejecting David, God counted that they have rejected Him personally. They deprived

themselves of the right to be counted as the people of God; and consequently, not a

single good king came out of them.

Rehoboam put in his heart to regain the unity of the people by force, but God did not

let him enter into battle against the rest of the tribes; and he actually obeyed the

divine command.

Why has God not allowed Rehoboam to fight against Jeroboam?

1-
2-

3-

To punish Solomon for idol worship

To chastise Rehoboam for not seeking the counsel of God before responding
to Jeroboam and those with him.

For God separated between the sheep and the goats, to keep Israel from
leading Judah astray. If the people were divided into two kingdoms: ten tribes
under “the kingdom of Israel”, and two tribes under “the kingdom of Judah”;
the book of the chronicles that cares for the temple and worship almost
counts the kingdom of Israel, namely the Northern kingdom, dissented from
the house of David, as not existing; and only recognizes the king of Judah as
the sole king of all Israel. But the book however counts the people of the
dissented kingdom, as brethren of those of Judah and Benjamin, against
whom they should not fight; as they are still the children of God, for whom He
seeks salvation and not perdition.

To confirm to them that the power is not in being united with Israel, as much
as it is in resorting to the Lord.

Saying: “You shall not go up or fight against your brethren”, because it is not
befitting of the brethren under any circumstances to fight each others. When
there was controversy between Abraham and Lot (Genesis 12), Abraham
drew his nephew’s attention to the fact that being brethren, they ought not to
battle one another (Genesis 13: 8). Refusing to kill Saul who made several
attempts to kill David, God rewarded the latter by giving him the throne,
establishing it; and from his seed the Messiah the Savior of mankind will



come; And allowed for an intimate friendship to develop between the two
tribes Judah and Benjamin, after the death of David and Saul, and the two
together became one kingdom, for several centuries to follow (Genesis 27:
41-46; Psalm 137). On the contrary, the controversy between Jacob and

Esau, endured all along their life.

It is befitting of the believer in his longing for the salvation of all, not to do it with blind
bigotry, but with love through a feeling of brotherhood, of a perception of the love of
the Holy God. who delivered His only begotten Son for the sake of every man; and
also of love of his fellow man. The believer desires to bind with all men whom he
knows and whom he does not know; to bind with the contemporaries, the departed,
and those who will come after him; to bind with them in a union of true love; in a
spiritual kinship that exalts above every physical or blood bond; to boid with them in
the Head “Jesus Christ”; that all would to partners in everything forever; particularly

in holiness by the Holy God.

+ | wish we, who are qualified to such sacraments, lead a life that befits the gift;
namely to show an exalted behavior..... Being a father, a son, a brother, or
any other relationship, is not counted as true kinsman, as much as if the
relationship is on a higher level. For what would be the benefit of earthly
familial relationship without spiritual bond?!... What would be the benefit if we
are kinsmen on earth and strangers in heaven?!.... The catechumen is a
stranger to the believer; not spiritually having the same Head, nor the same
Father, the same city, the same food, drink, clothes, table, or house. ... The
catechumen is preoccupied with regular, earthly things, whereas the believer

seeks them as heavenly things

One will have Christ as King; while the other will have the food that will
eventually corrupt.
One will have clothes that will eventually rot or eaten by bugs; while the other

will have the Lord of the angels.



One will have his city in heaven; while the other will have it on earth.

Even if we are twins born from one and the same womb; that will not be
enough to set a perfect kinship.

If we have nothing in common, where will then, be the fellowship?

Let us then strive to become citizens of the high up city/

The positive response by Rehoboam to the words of the Lord on the tongue of
Shemaiah the man of God, might be because he feared failure, on account of that
he was not experienced in war like David his grandfather; but like his father
Solomon. However, after building strongholds, and confirming his military might, he
entered into several battles against Jeroboam.

On another aspect, he remained faithful in his worship to the Lord for three years,

after which he perverted to idol worship.

2- REHOBOAM'S ATTEMPTS TO KEEP THE TWO TRIBES:

“So Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities for defense
in Judah” (5)

The division of the kingdom has no doubt shaken the image of Israel before the
nations and peoples; yet Rehoboam did not care for the scoffing nations, but
concentrated on fortifying the borders of his kingdom and the main cities in his
kingdom. In the days of peace In the era of Solomon, there was no need for fortifying

the cities, his only concern was construction, production, and commerce.
“And he built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekua” (6)
He fortified Bethlehem, ten kilometers from Jerusalem, famed for being the place of

birth of David, and of the Son of David, the Lord of glory Jesus Christ.

The recent excavations confirm the existence of remains of those fortified cities.



Rehoboam cared for building strongholds in the East, the West, and the South;

leaving the North open for the following reasons:

1- Knowing that Jeroboam was on good terms with Egypt, where he found
refuge when Solomon sought to kill him, Rehoboam feared that Egypt would
eventually attack him from the South, as a show of alliance with Jeroboam,

2- Leaving the North open, was to welcome the priests and the Levites who
were persecuted in the Northern kingdom and replaced by the priests of the
idols; Some godly men among the people who refused idol worship returned
to Jerusalem as well to enjoy the worship of the living God. Rehoboam had
hope that the common people will eventually long to go to Jerusalem to enjoy

worship, particularly in the feasts.

“Beth Zur, Sochoh,Adullam” (7)
“Gath, Mareshah, Ziph” (8)

“Gath”, was a city taken by the Jews from the Philistines in the days of Samuel and
king David (1 Samuel 7: 14; 1 chronicles 18: 1)

“Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah” (9)
“ZorahAijalon, and Hebron, which are in Judah and Benjamin,
fortified cities” (10)

“Hebron”, where Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob dwelt, and were buried, together with
Sarah, Rebecca, and Leah. It was one of the cities of the priests, and a city of

refuge, and in it David reigned for seven years.

“And he fortified the strongholds, and put captains to them, and
stores of food, oil, and wine” (11)
“Also in every city he put shields and spears, and made them

very strong, having Judah and Benjamin on his side” (12)



In the South, Rehoboam built fortified cities to confront any probable attack from
Egypt (5-12).. Yet, those fortified cities in the south and west did not keep the
invaders away; for, “Unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in
vain” (Psalm 127: 1)

3- THE RETURN OF THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES:

The ten tribes have opposed God by appointing priests and offering sacrifices on the
high places for the goats, and the calf idols (11: 15), that made the priests and the
Levites of the living God desert the Northern kingdom and set forth to Jerusalem and
Judah (11: 14).

“And from all the territories, the priests and the Levites who
were in all Israel took stand with him” (13)

“For the Levites left their common lands and their possessions

and came to Judah and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons

rejected them from serving as priests to the Lord” (14)

“Then he appointed for himself priests for the high places, for

the demons, and the calf idols which he had made” (15)

In the book of the kings there is a mention of the calf worship; and here, there is a
reference to another kind of idol worship, by those who believed that demons take
the form of goats and live among the ruins. The primitive peoples used to worship
what they fear; and here unfortunately we find the people of God imitate those

peoples and worship what they fear.

Having rejected the worship of the living God, and set for himself priests for the high
places, for the goats, and the calf idols which he had made, Jeroboam , for fear that
the people might long to return to Jerusalem to worship in the temple, he allowed the

priests and the Levites to return to Jerusalem.. Leaving behind their common lands



and their possessions, Rehoboam was strengthened by their return, together with
the godly men of Israel.

No wonder that he, who rejected the living God would reject His minister as well, and
longs to get rid of them.

At the same time, it was for the benefit of those priests and Levites to forsake the
Northern kingdom and set forth to the kingdom of Judah, where there are the temple
and the altar of the Lord, and to rid themselves of the troubles and afflictions
directed against them by the priests of the high places.

Forsaking their common lands, fields, and possessions, we would undoubtedly say
that Rehoboam and his people welcomed those who defected from the North, and
did not feel that they might present a burden upon their kingdom. They have fulfilled
what the prophet Isaiah later said: “Open the gates, that the righteous nation which
keeps the truth may enter in” (Isaiah 26: 2).

“And after the Levites left, those from all the tribes of Israel,
such as set their heart to seek the Lord God of Israel, came to
Jerusalem to sacrifice to

the lord God of their fathers” (16)

Once the priests and the Levites set forth to Jerusalem, they were followed by some
of the godly and righteous men, who set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel;
those who, likewise, forsook the inheritance of their fathers, to go to Judah, to have
the complete freedom to go to the altar of the Lord, and to keep away,, together with

their children, from any seduction to worship the calves.
Those godly men present to us a beautiful example:
1- They cared for the salvation of their souls and those of their children, and

gave priority to the worship of God, before any other benefit, whether

material, comfort, or temporal happiness.



2- They got attached to the faithful priests of God, according to what came in the
book of Joshua: “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God,
and the priests and the Levites bearing it, then you shall set out from your

place and go after it” (Joshua 3: 3)

“So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made
Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong for three years, because they
walked in the way of

David and Solomon for three years” (17)

The kingdom of Judah was strengthened, not only through the increase in number of
inhabitants, nor through what they brought with them of their personal possessions,
but through the blessing of the Lord that dwelt upon the kingdom by their godliness,

prayers, and their attachment to the Lord.

4- REHOBOAM'S WIVES AND CHILDREN:

“Then Rehoboam took for himself as wife, Mahalath the
daughterof Jerimoth the son of David, and of Abihail the
daughter of Eliah the son of Jesse” (18)

Plunging in his pleasures, Rehoboam sought many women, the way his father did,
yet, he was wiser than his father, in that he did not take for himself pagan wives.
One of them was a descendent of Eliab a brother of David (18), and another a
descendant of Absalom the son of David (20), and a third of Jermoth the son of
David.(18).(There is no prior mention of the name of Jermoth among the son of

David, he probably was the son of a concubine).

“And she (Mahalath) bore him children: Jeush, Shamariah, and
Zaham” (19)



After her he took Maacah the granddaughter of Absalom, and
she bore him Abijah, Attai, Zizah, , and Shilomith” (20)

Like his father Solomon, Rehoboam had many wives and concubines, but the book
did not mention any other likeness.

Of the sons of Solomon, only Rehoboam was mentioned, the rest were not worthy
of even mentioning their number. Whereas the children of Rehoboam, were twenty
eight sons and sixty daughters.

“Now Rehoboam loved Maacah more than all his wives and his
concubines, for he took eighteen wives and sixty concubines,
and begot twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters” (21)

“And Rehoboam appointed Abijah the son of Maacah as chief,
to be leader among his brothers; for he intended to make him
king” (22)

“He dealt wisely, and dispersed some of his sons throughout all
the territories of Judah and Benjamin, to every fortified city; and
he gave them provisions in abundance. He also sought

many wives for them” (23)

According to some, Rehoboam acted wisely when he distributed the lands of Judah
and Benjamin among his sons, to avoid any probability that any of them would plot
against Abijah ( whom he appointed a leader among his brothers, and intended to
make him king), the way Adonijah and Absalom did against their brother Solomon,
and a further division would happen in the kingdom.. On another aspect, by sending
them to dwell in all cities, they would take care of the people everywhere, and of the
cities which he fortified and gave provisions in abundance, and would support their
brother in case of a foreign invasion; or of a local revolution in the land against their
brother




AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 11

HOW GREAT IS YOUR LOVE, O HOLY ONE

+ How great is Your love, and how great is Your deeds, O my Savior!
For the sake of the salvation of the world, You chose the righteous Abraham;
You promised to make him father of many nations;
And You chose Isaac his son and Jacob his grandson;
From his descendants, You set a people for Yourself, not out of partiality;
But to come incarnate of his seed;

And to deliver Yourself a redemption for all mankind.

+ Israel perverted and rebelled against You, O Holy One;

Out of the twelve tribes, You set aside two tribes: Judah and Benjamin;

Of them You set the kingdom of Judah, with the hope that they would walk in
love and holiness;

You did not allow them to fight against the ten rebellious tribes;

Because You seek the brotherly love together with holiness.

+ Many have perverted, even among the two tribes;

But You kept a few remnant holy;

By an amazing ordinance You kept in every generation a few remnant holy for
Yourself;

Out of those few remnants, You incarnated from St. Mary to redeem us;

You seek that humanity would be sanctified and on them love would prevail;

How amazing is Your Love, O Holy One!

+ Grant Your church to unite with you forever,
To walk in You, to be filled with love and holiness;

To become an icon of You, and to be qualified for the heavenly wedding;



To give pleasure to the Holy Father;
And to become wonder among the heavenly hosts;

Give me a pure heart, filled with love and holiness.




CHAPTER 12

THE SORROWFUL DECLINE OF REHOBOAM

Having established his kingdom, Rehoboam, together with his people forsook the
law of the lord, which no doubt shocked the priests, the Levites and the godly men

who came to Jerusalem from the Northern kingdom because of the same reason.

After five years of Rehoboam’s reign, Shishak king of Egypt, founder of the twenty-
second dynasty of the kings of Egypt, came to Jerusalem and plundered from the

holy land everything of value, whether in the temple or in the king’s house.

This chapter presents to us some details about Rehoboam’s life more than what
came in the books of the kings, but unfortunately, a sorrowful history; which seems

as though we went back to the era of the judges.

1- Rehoboam and his people do evil 1

2- God delivered them into the hands of Shishak king of Egypt 2-4

3- The prophet Shemaiah’s call to repentance 5

4- The repentance of the king and the leaders 6

5- God recedes His wrath 7-12
6- The personality of Rehoboam 13-16

1- REHOBOAM AND HIS PEOPLE DO EVIL:



“Now it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the
kingdom and had strengthened himself, that he forsook the law of the
Lord, and all

Israel along with him” (1)

Man often disregards trusting in God once he get satisfied and strong; and instead of
praising God for His gifts, he becomes more preoccupied with the gift than with the
Giver of the gift.

For as long as three years, Rehoboam and his people walked in the way of the Lord;
and the kingdom was strong despite the separation of ten tribes. But, unfortunately,
Rehoboam was only preoccupied with establishing his kingdom and not with having
an intimate relationship with God. He no more feared Egypt, he trusted in his fortified

cities and forsook the Lord.

“And all Israel”, here he means the kingdom of Judah with its two tribes, together
with the priests and the Levites and the godly people who came from the kingdom of
Israel. He did not say “the kingdom of Judah”, but “Israel”; for he does not consider
the northern kingdom as “Israel”, even though it so called itself, and so called by the
surrounding nations; on account of that it walked in the way of evil following the lead
of Jeroboam. Hecalls the kingdom of Judah “Israel”; even though in its turn they

eventually forsook the Lord like the northern kingdom.

That shows the seriousness of leadership; For once Rehoboam perverted, all the

people followed lead.

When Rehoboam was shaken because of the division of the kingdom, he resorted to
God. But when his kingdom got stronger, he trusted in his own power and
possibilities, and forsook the way of the Lord. That is what the Lord warns us
against. When man is satisfied, feels secure, and enjoys many blessings, he forgets

His Creator and denies his Shepherd, instead of giving thanks to Him. The Lord



says: “When | have brought them to the land flowing with milk and honey, of which |
swore to their fathers; and they have eaten and filled themselves and grown fat; then
they will turn to other gods and serve them; and they will provoke Me and break My
covenant” (Deuteronomy 31: 20). And, “But Jeshurun (namely the beloved) grew fat
and kicked; You grew fat, you grew thick; you are covered with fat; then he forsook
God who made him, the Rock of his salvation” (Deuteronomy 32: 15). He likens the
beloved Israel to a horse that, when it ate, grew thick and fat, it started kicking the
One who created him, and foolishly despised God the Rock of his salvation. God
presented to them an abundance of His goods; and instead of offering a sacrifice of
thanksgiving to Him, they raised their feet to kick God Himself; and when He
rebukes them through His prophets, they are stirred up like a wild cow and a bull not
used to carry a yoke. By their pride they do not endure a word of rebuke, even it

comes from God their Creator Himself.

It is said: “they grew thick, they grew fat”; Namely they have gone to extreme in
doing evil; “they surpass the deeds of the wicked; they d do not plead the cause, the
cause of the fatherless; yet they prosper, and the right of the needy they do not
defend” (Jeremiah 6: 28). In other words they assumed that they have become great
with authority, so rich to need nothing more, fat and filled with good health and
beauty; not perceiving that they have actually acquired and gathered for themselves
great evil; for all these things will eventually come to an end, and the heart will

remain corrupt with evil.

+ While sorrow may draw mercy, and may bring compassion on us; riches, on
the other hand will lead us to foolish pride, to slothfulness and haughtiness;
hence the psalmist says, “It is good for me that | have been afflicted, that |
may learn Your statutes” (Psalm 119: 71); and, “The Lord is known by the

judgments He executes” (Psalm 9: 16).

(St. John
Chrysostom)



1- GOD DELIVERED THEM INTO THE HANDS OF SHISHAK KING OF
EGYPT:

“And it happened, in the fifth year of king Rehoboam that
Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, because they had transgressed
against the Lord” (2)

In the fourth year they forsook the Lord, and in the fifth year God allowed Shishak
king of Egypt to come up against the kingdom of Judah, to take the fortified cities,
and to come to Jerusalem, intending to wake them up, and to provoke them to
repentance before their hearts turn to stone.

The affliction dwelt from an unexpected source; for, although their relationship with
Egypt was good, yet the king of Egypt came with a great power to take over the
fortified cities, in which Rehoboam trusted for the security of his kingdom.

According to Rabbi Sol. Jarchi, that Shishak was ‘Necho’ Pharaoh of Egypt, who
came to confiscate the ivory throne which his son-in-law Solomon made for himself,
which he, for long, wanted for himself, and finally did. He robbed as well, and with no
resistance, the temple and the royal palace of everything of value; particularly that

Rehoboam did not care much for the temple.

According to apparent human view, Shishak attacked the kingdom of Judah, as a
kind of support to Jeroboam who has taken refuge in Egypt, and to show off the
might of Egypt; But, according to God’s plan, it was intended to chastise Rehoboam

and his people for forsaking the Lord.

“With twelve hundred chariots, sixty thousand horsemen, and
people without number who came with him out of Egypt — the Lubim and Sukkiim
and the Ethiopians” (3)



The “Lubim”, namely the people of Lybia. The “Sukkiims”, most probably were
Egyptians who inhabited west of the Red Sea. In the Septuagint version, they came
as the dwellers of caves (Troglodytes), and according to some their name is derived
from the word ‘Cykiyim’ or ‘Caacak’, meaning (covered), as they were as though

covered underground.

“And he took the fortified cities of Judah and came to

Jerusalem” (4)

God allows for the chastisement of the leader as well as of the people (12: 2-4). We
should not marvel that God who had previously saved them from the bondage of the
Pharaoh of Egypt on the hand of the prophet Moses; Now, as his people in Judah
perverted, He did not deliver them to be chastised by the hands of their brethren
Israel, but delivered them to be chastised by the evil world. The heart of God is
preoccupied by the salvation of those who believe in Him, not with their temporal

enjoyment, nor their temporary honor in the world.

2- SHEMAIAH CALLS THEM TO REPENTANCE:

“Then Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the
leaders of Judah who were gathered together in Jerusalem because of Shishak, and
said to them, ‘Thus says the Lord, ‘You have forsaken Me, and

therefore | also have left you in the hand of Shishak™ (5)

The leaders of Judah assembled in Jerusalem with the king, as a military council, to
investigate the situation in that critical time. There, God sent His prophet to tell them
the true cause of their fall. It was the same prophet who was previously sent by the
Lord to keep them from fighting against their brethren of the ten tribes of Israel (11:

2). He came to confirm to them that what dwelt upon them is not the result of any



weakness in their military preparations, but is allowed by God to chastise them for

they have forsaken Him..

4- THE REPENTANCE OF THE KING AND THE LEADERS:

“So the leaders of Israel and the king humbled themselves, and
said, ‘The Lord is righteous’ (6)

Shemaiah’s mission gave fruit by the repentance of the king and the leaders of
Israel, who humbled themselves before the Lord, and confessed that their
perversion is the cause of their defeat; saying: “The Lord is righteous”, namely we
should not put the blame on the Lord, but on ourselves. As a result of their
repentance, God, even though He stopped any further aggression by Shishak, yet
He allowed him to take his people as his slaves. He intended for them to experience
the difference between worshipping God, the Grantor of freedom and happiness,
and falling under bondage to the pagan king that would destroy their souls.

3- GOD RECEDES HIS WRATH:

“Now when the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the
word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, ‘They have humbled
themselves, therefore

| will not destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance.
My wrath shall not be poured out on Jerusalem by the hand of
Shishak™ (7)

When the Lord saw that the king and the leaders humbled themselves, He did not
allow for their destruction, but for their chastisement. Everything done by Solomon to
build a beautiful temple for the Lord, was corrupted by Rehoboam his son; for
Shishak king of Egypt took away all its decorations and treasures, and corrupted its

past glories.



And even though God did not allow for the utter destruction of Jerusalem (7, 12), yet

He let them go through affliction for some time; on account of that their repentance

was not complete.

Although it was said: “Things also went well in Judah” (12); Namely that, in Judah,

there were some good ministers, good people, and good families, who responded to

the call of the prophet, and perceived the cause of all those calamities that dwelt

upon the land; about which the psalmist said: “The Lord has chastened me severely,

but He has not given me over to death” (Psalm 118: 18).

+

In this the psalmist perceives the great grace and benefit of the temptations
that would make man in a better condition. God, being the Father who cares
for us, and not the Avenger against us, He delivers us to temptations, to
chasten us, to let us have prudence, and perseverance, and eventually to

inherit the kingdom of heaven.

The way a father, a teacher, a prince, or a judge, teach us to fear; a physical
ailment may do likewise, it may let you have your prudence back. Moreover
the bitter difficulties that dwell, even on others, may, as well be of benefit; For
although we may not feel their bitter impact, yet seeing how the others are

chastened, we may get back to more reason.

(St. John Chrysostom)

The chastisement (or the rebuke) is a sign of loving care, that will lead to
more understanding..

The divine Teacher demonstrates that by saying to Jerusalem: “How often |
wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings, but you were not willing” (Matthew 23: 37); And the Holy Book also

says: “They committed adultery with stones and trees” (Jeremiah 3: 9), and



offered burnt offerings to the Baal. This is a great proof of His love; for even
though He is aware of the disgrace of those who have rejected Him, and that
they have gone astray from Him, yet He attempts to exhort them to repent,
and He says to His prophet Ezekiel: “And you, son of man, do not be afraid of
them, nor be afraid of their words, ... You shall speak My words to them,
whether they hear, or whether they refuse” (Ezekiel 2: 6). And He says to
Moses: “Go and tell Pharaoh: Thus says the Lord God of Israel: let my people
go (Exodus 5: 1). But | know that he will not release them.. Here, two things
are apparent: His divinity, which is obvious in His prior knowledge of what will
take place; and His love, by giving the chance to them to choose the

repentance for themselves.

Concerning God’s care for His people, He rebuked them in Isaiah, saying: “In
as much as these people draw near to Me with their mouths, and honor Me
with their lips, but have removed their hearts far from Me” (Isaiah 29: 13);
And He also says: “In vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men” (Matthew 15: 9). Here, His loving care shows their

sins and the salvation side by side’



“For whom the Lord loves, He chastens, and scourges every son He
receives” (Hebrew 12: 6); Yet , it is also written: “The Lord has chastened me

severely, but He has not given me over to death” (Psalm 118: 18).

(St. Ambrose)

Whoever readily receives the chastening of the Lord, will benefit from it, will
reform himself, and will not be given over to death that dwells upon those
persistent on doing wrong. That is why the Lord allows for His own to fall into
afflictions, to let them benefit from them the cure from the death of sin; as
according to the apostle: “For whom the Lord loves, He chastens, and
scourges every son He receives” (Hebrew 12: 6).And: “What son is there
whom a father does not chasten?” (Hebrew 12: 7)

(Father

Onesimus of Jerusalem)

You should notice how ‘Job’ responded to every calamity that dwelt upon him,
by blessing the Lord. By such a response, shame and disgrace will come
upon the enemy who would consider this response as a punishment and a
defeat on him; on account of that he himself was created in blessing, yet he
rebelled against the Lord; while that mortal man ‘Job’ utters the praise of

glory, even while under chastisement.

By words of perseverance, ‘Job’ praised God when he was stricken, by which
he aimed many arrows to the chest of his adversary, and caused him wounds
more bitter than those by which he himself was inflicted; For, in his anguish,
‘Job’ might have lost earthly things, yet by his perseverance and humility he

doubled his heavenly blessings,



(Pope Gregory the Great)

“Nevertheless they will be his servants, that they may
distinguish My service from the service of the kingdoms of the nations”

(8)

If God, for the sake of them humbling themselves, did not allow for the destruction of
Jerusalem, and for cutting off the house of David; Yet He allowed for them to fall into
bondage to serve the king of Egypt, to let them taste the bitterness of sin. ... Having
forsaken the Lord, the Liberator of souls from the bondage of the devil, He allowed
for them to become slaves under the mercy of the king of Egypt, to pay heavy taxes
to him; and to make them perceive that the Lord’s commandments are not as heavy
as forsaking Him. .... Having rejected submission to the Lord and His service, they
came to serve their enemies in hunger, thirst, shame, and reproach. By that, every
soul would return to God, being her first Man, whom she deserted to walk in
corruption; as it came in the book of Hosea: “Then she will say: | will go and return to
my first husband; for then it was better for me than now” (Hosea 2: 7)..... They
rejected the statutes of God, that grant joy, to fall under the terrible statutes of
Shishak king of Egypt, ... The Lord’s commandment may seem as a deprivation of
pleasures, and a loss of the joy of the temporal life; but forsaking it is a bondage with

the devil, love of the world, and of the pleasures of the body.

“So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took
away the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the
king’s house;

he took everything. He also carried away the gold shields which

Solomon had made” (9)



Being the symbol of the devil. The king of Egypt took away the treasures of the
house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house, that Solomon left full. What
David and Solomon collected through their attachment to the Lord, Rehoboam lost

by forsaking Him.

“In their place king Rehoboam made bronze shields and
committed them to the hands of the captains of the guard. , who
guarded the entrance

of the king’s house” (10)

Conditions have declined from Solomon to Rehoboam; from a golden era to one of
humiliation; in one generation, and in a bitter way that never happened before....
even though it happened several times in later eras; and ended up in that Jerusalem

has fallen into captivity.

According to the historian Josephus: Rehoboam was a foolish arrogant man.

The loss of the golden shields and the use of bronze shields instead, refers to the

work of sin in our life; turning what is heavenly within our hands to what is earthly.

“And whenever the king entered the house of the Lord, the
guard would go and bring them out, then they would take them back
into the guardroom” (11)

“When he humbled himself, the wrath of the Lord turned from
him, so as not to destroy him completely; and things also went well in
Judah” (12)

Yet, despite the serious faults of Rehoboam, it was said: “Things also went well in
Judah” (12: 12).

4- THE PERSONALITY OF REHOBOAM:



“So king Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusalem and
reigned. Now Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he became
king, and he

reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord
had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. His
mother’s

name was Naamah, an Ammonitess” (13)

“And he did evil, because he did not prepare his heart to seek
the Lord” (14)

“The acts of Rehoboam, first and last, are they not written in the
book of Shemaiah the prophet, and of lddo the seer concerning
genealogies?

And there were wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all
their days” (15)

Rehoboam was not consistent in his relationship with the Lord; Not rejecting the
worship of the living God altogether, yet he did evil by not preparing his heart to seek
the Lord He most probably falter between his wish to worship the Lord, and to enjoy
the temporal pleasures.

“So rehoboam rested with his fathers, and was buried in the city

of David. Then Abijah his son reigned in his place” (16)

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 12

BY YOUR LOVE, O LORD, YOU CHASTISE TO SAVE

+ Rehoboam fortified his cities and established his kingdom;



He felt secure, and was proud of his abilities and possibilities;
Seeing Your commandments as deprivation, he forsook them;

He provoked his people to rebel and to forsake You as well.

+ Shishak king of Egypt assumed that he moves by his own wisdom;
He invaded the kingdom of Judah to please his friend Jeroboam;
And to proclaim his might and greatness among the surrounding nations;
He did not perceive that it is God who allows him to act, to chasten

Rehoboam.

+ God allowed him to conquer, yet within limits;
To chasten Rehoboam and his people;
But not for their perdition, but to chasten them to return to Him;
God allows to chasten us, even by the hands of the wicked;
But He will never give us over to death;
He is like a father who wants his children to return to him;
He is like a physician who holds the knife to heel but not to Kill;
His chastisements shine with love and hidden care;
It is good for me that You have chasten me;

For in the midst of my bitterness, Your comfort give me pleasure.



CHAPTER 13

KING ABIJAH SON OF REHOBOAM

This chapter parades the life of king Abijah son of Rehoboam in more detail than
what came in the book of the kings, where it is said that he was no better than his

father (1 kings 5: 2-3); But here we see him of more courage, and success in war

Although Abijah sat on the throne only for three years, yet his biography came
here in a complete chapter; (but nothing equivalent in the book of the kings). He
entered into war against Jeroboam son of Nebat that ended with killing about half

a million of the warriors of the Northern kingdom.

1- Abijah, king of Judah 1

2- Abijah assembles his army against Jeroboam 2-3

3- Abijah’s speech addressed to Jeroboam and his people 4-12
4- |srael defeated before Judah 13-20
5- The end of Abijah’s life 21 -22

1- ABIJAH, KING OF JUDAH: .

“In the eighteenth year of king Rehoboam, Abijah became
king over Judah” (1)

2- ABIJAH ASSEMBLES HIS ARMY AGAINST JEROBOAM:

“He reigned three years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name is
Michaiah the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. And there was war between Abijah and
Jeruboam” (2)
In (2 Chronicles 11: 20), it was said that his mother was ‘Maacah daughter of
Absalom; while here, it is said that her name was Michaiah daughter of Uriel of

Gibeah. Most probably she was a granddaughter of Absalom from his daughter



Tamar (2 Samuel 14: 27). In the book of the kings, God mentions the name of
the mother, on account of that she bears a part of the responsibility for her son;
to have credit if he walks according to God’s commandments, ; and bear the
reproach if otherwise.

“Abijah set the battle in order with an army of valiant
warriors, four hundred thousand of choice men. Jeroboam also drew up in battle
formation against him with eight hundred

thousand choice men, mighty men of valor” (3)

Abijah set his army of 400,000 of choice men against that of Jeroboam of
800,000, namely double as many men of valor/ God helped Judah because of
Abijah’s testimony to God. Abijah sat down first with himself and counted the
cost, adding to his army his faith and trust in God; by which he prevailed over
Jeroboam. As in the gospel of Luke we hear the Lord Christ say: “What king,
going to make war against another king does not sit down first and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with
twenty thousand” (Luke 14: 31)

Abijah made the following list of the cost of his war against Jeroboam:

1- God’'s covenant with Judah through David, is an unchangeable eternal
covenant.

2- The rebellion of the ten tribes through their king Jeroboam against the
house of David, God’s anointed (6-7)

3- The perversion of the ten tribes to idol-worship, and their trust in false
gods (8)

4- They sent the priests of the Lord away, and appointed others according to
their will.

5- Judah trust in God, being their Head, on whose Word they depend (the
trumpets of the priests).



Based upon this list of costs, Abijah hid himself in God, and counted that the
battle concerns God personally; Whereas Jeroboam trusted in the size of his
army. Abijah, consequently prevailed, and got back the cities of Bethel,

Jeshaniah, and Ephraim.

3- ABIJAH GIVES A SPEECH TO JEROBOAM AND HIS PEOPLE:

“Then Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, which is in the
mountains of Ephraim, and said, ‘Hear me, Jeroboam and all Israel”

(4)

Some call the speech of Abijah on Mount Zemaraim “Abijah’s sermon on the
mount”; in which the king revealed how the sound decision could be reached:
whether an individual or a congregation take God as Head and Leader, or take

him as an enemy to fight against (12)

Abijah’s battle came as a practical demonstration, for an individual or a
congregation, either of the attachment to the Lord, the Grantor of conquest, or of

opposing Him, to end up with defeat and failure.

Abijah had the courage to address Jeroboam and 800,000 warriors with him,
using Mount Zepharaim as his podium. Zepharaim was one of the cities of Judah
(Jeshua 18: 22) on the border between Judah and Israel.

“Should you not know that the Lord God of Israel gave the
dominion over Israel to David forever, to him and his sons by a

covenant of salt?” (5)



According to St. Augustine, the division of the kingdom of Israel was based, not
on a religious foundation, but on a political one; contrary to what came in Abijah’s

speech that it was based on a religious foundation.

Abijah stood to confirm to the ten tribes that the battle is not between the two
kingdom, about who will reign, as God Himself already made the decision, and
gave a divine promise to give the throne to the house of David; What Jeroboam
did, therefore is a disobedience of the divine command..

Intending to convince the children of Israel by reason and not by the sword,
Abijah went to them in their land, and addressed them from Mount Zepharaim,
for Jeroboam and his men to hear him; with the hope of making a reconciliation
treaty between them, pending their approval. The kings or the leaders used to
make a speech to their forces before they enter into the battle, to stir up in them
the spirit of zeal and courage. But abijah addressed his speech, not to his own
troops, but to Jeroboam and all the people of the Northern kingdom,
concentrating it upon the fact the divine right is on his side, because God Himself
is on his side. In it Abijah confirmed that God gave the throne on all Israel to the

house of David, not on a temporary basis, but by an eternal divine covenant.

“Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the
son of David rose up and rebelled against his lord” (6)

Jeroboam was set a king, not by God, but by his own deception, and his rebellion
against his lord king Solomon; which, although God allowed to be, yet not
according to His pleasure.. Abijah put the whole blame upon Jeroboam, for
abusing the young age and immaturity of Rehoboam to stir the ten tribes up
against him. The essence of the dissent, though, was that Jeroboam worshipped
the golden calves and not the living God (8); and that he sent the priests of the

sons of Aaron away, and appointed false ones instead. The right of Judah in the



throne, on the other hand, is set upon faithfulness and faith in the divine promise

to king David.

“Then worthless rogues gathered to him, and strengthened
themselves against Rehoboam the son of Solomon, when
Rehoboam was young and inexperienced and could

not withstand them” (7)

The way he called Jeroboam “A rebel against his Lord”, he counted those who
gathered to him, and encouraged him, as “worthless band”, an expression
guoted from the book of Judges 11: 3; the way they are also called “the sons of
Belial”, namely men without principle, who only care to set a king according to

their own evil hearts.

“And now you think to withstand the kingdom of the Lord,
which is in the hands of the sons of David; and you are a great
multitude, and with you are the gold calves which

Jeroboam made for you as gods” (8)

It is obvious that Abijah was not an idol worshippers; hence he attacked those
around Jeroboam, for worshipping the golden calves made by Jeroboam.
Although Abijah did not remove the high places and the idols from his kingdom (2
Chronicles 14: 3-5), yet he kept the ministry of the temple of God. However great
was the corruption in the kingdom of Judah in those days, yet it could not be

compared to that of the Northern kingdom.

“You are a great multitude”; The Northern kingdom boasted over the kingdom
of Judah, being more in number; but Abijah did not fear them, on account of that
the multitude of golden calves among them would be the cause of their perdition;

and not of their protection; for it would provoke God to anger against them.



“Have you not cast out the priests of the Lord, the sons of
Aaron, and the Levites, and made for yourselves priests like the people of other
lands, so that whoever comes to

consecrate himself with a young bull and seven rams may

be a priest of things that are not gods” (9)

Abijah proclaimed that Jeroboam and those who joined him, rebelled against the
house of David, the legitimate royal house by the Lord, and cast out the priests of
the Lord, the sons of Aaron, who alone have the right to lead and offer sacrifices;
and appointed other false priests; “so that whoever comes to consecrate himself

with a young bull and seven rams may be a priest of things that are not gods”

“But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not
forsaken Him; and the priests who minister to the Lord are the sons

of Aaron, and the Levites attend to their duties” (10)

Yet, what they did, was not an insult against the two tribes: Judah and Benjamin,
as much as it was is a rejection and forsaking of the living God, who has
forsooken them as well. The kingdom of Judah, on the other hand, enjoyed the
dwelling of God among them, saying: “We keep the command of the Lord our

God, and have not forsaken Him”.(10).

Abijah was sure that he will prevail, not trusting in his military capabilities, but in
the Lord his God, whom he has not forsaken.

“And they burn to the Lord every morning and every evening
burnt sacrifices and sweet incense; they also set the showbread in
order on the pure table, and the lampstand

of gold with its lamps to burn every evening; for we keep the
command of the Lord our God, but you have forsaken Him” (11)



“For we keep the command of the Lord our God”. while you, on the other hand,
have forsaken the Lord, the legitimate priesthood, and the upright worship;
walked according to your own wrong human mind; set vain gods of your own

making, and appointed priests who do not know the divine truth.

“Now look, God Himself is with us as our Head, and His
priests with sounding trumpets to sound the alarm against you. O,
children of Israel, do not fight against the Lord

God of your fathers, for you shall not prosper” (12)

Abijah confirmed that there is no point in making war, for the conquest is not set
upon military possibilities and experience, but upon faithfulness in worshipping
God. | may say that Abijah’s speech was mainly set upon faith in the living God

and the upright worship of Him.

Our Leader is with us, He lives and will never die; His real army are His priests
who sound the trumpets that proclaim His sure conquest. Every opposition
against Him will certainly fail. It would be, therefore, foolish for man or a people to

enter into a confrontation against God.

4- ISREAL’S DEFEAT BEFORE JUDAH:

“But Jeroboam caused an ambush to go around behind
them, so they were in front of Judah, and the ambush was behind
them” (13)

With such a long speech from Abijah, Jeroboam found it a good chance to set an
ambush to go around behind him, to find out that the battle was both at front and
rear. Jeroboam did not utter a single word, pretending that he heard nothing, as a

show of despise of Abijah, of his God and his army. He got instead, preoccupied



with planning and putting his plan into action. He counted his military ambush as

the best response to Abijah’s speech.

There is no doubt that the negligence of Abijah’s army in watching the
movements of their enemy, gave Jeroboam the chance to execute his ambush,
that could result in putting Abijah and his army in the serious danger of being
surrounded by Jeroboam’s army, double in number, both from in front and
behind.

“And when Judah looked around, to their surprise, the battle
line was both at front and rear, and they cried out to the Lord, and

the priests sounded the trumpets” (14)

The attachment of the priests to Abijah and his army played a great role in his

ultimate conquest..

Judah entered into a bitter anguish because of the serious turn of events, and of
their vulnerability before an enemy superior in number. They perceived that their
only salvation would be by a divine intervention; according to the words of the
psalmist: “They surrounded me. Yes, they surrounded me; but in the name of the
Lord I will destroy them. They surrounded me like bees; they were quenched like
a fire of thorns. For in the name of the Lord | will destroy them” (Psalm 118: 11,
12)

Jeroboam was a mighty man of valor. If he chose to walk in the way of the Lord,
his kingdom would have greatly greatly prospered; but having challenged the
Lord, sought what is his, and acted according to his human wisdom, he was
defeated in war, his son died (1 kings 14), and he lost both his present and

eternity.



Abijah did not seek help from any other source, nor made an alliance with any
nation against Jeroboam, but he, together with all his army, raised their hearts
and eyes to God, the source of true conquest.. God allowed for them to go
through such affliction, to motivate them to cry out to Him, and to perceive that
their conquest was not through their might, possibilities, nor their military plans,
but was from God; so that they would all say: “This is the victory that has

overcome the world — our faith” (1 John 5: 4)..

God allowed for Abijah to enter into a battle against Jeroboam, and helped him to

have conquest; something He did not do with his father Rehoboam. Why?!

God probably intended for Rehoboam and Jeroboam to reconsider themselves.
The former who acted according to the counsel of his wicked friends, and did not
seek the counsel of the Lord before responding to the people who came to him;
but used instead the way of violence without wisdom nor prudence. And the later
who took the throne by force through stirring up the people. Both of them were

actually in need of a time of tranquility and a true return to God...

Jeroboam probably sought to make the two tribes: Judah and Benjamin join the
ten tribes under his reign.

At the start of Rehoboam’s reign, Jeroboam had not yet taken a strong negative
stand against the worship of the living God; but once he eventually set the calves

and cast the priests of God away; God allowed Abijah to chasten him.

“Then the men of Judah gave a shout; and as the men of
Judah shouted it happened that God struck Jeroboam and all Israel
before Abijah and Judah” (15)

Here, the scene of the battle of Jericho by Joshua was repeated (Joshua 6)
Sounding the trumpets refers to holding fast to God’s Word and His divine

promises; While the shouting by the men of Judah refers to praising God by the



spirit of joy and gladness. Holding fast to the divine commandment and promises,
together with singing God’s praise with Joy, is the way to conquest over the devil

and his hosts.

Abijah’s army enjoyed the joy of God'’s salvation; whereas those of Jeroboam

were struck by intense terror, and a feeling of failure and defeat.

“And the children of Israel fled before Judah. And God
delivered them into their hands” (16)

“Then Abijah and his people struck them with a great
slaughter, so that five hundred thousand of choice men of Israel fell
slain” (17)

Although Jeroboam had ten tribes to set an army from them, double in number to
that of Abijah who only reigned over two tribes, and both armies included mighty
men of valor; yet Abijah’s army prevailed upon Jeroboam’s; for the conquest is

not always for the strong; nor the truth with the majority.

“Thus the children of Israel were subdued at that time, and
the children of Judah prevailed, because they relied on the Lord
God of their fathers” (18)

Although it was not said that Abijah did right in the sight of God, but God granted
him conquest for the sake of holding fast to the divine promises, and for trusting

in Him. Although Abijah was not like Joshua, for God to grant him what He did to
Joshua on His entrance into Jericho; yet God remains faithful to His promises, as

long as we trust in Him.

+ Being strengthened by Your strength, | shall daringly utter the following
words: “I will destroy my enemies; In the name of the Lord | will destroy them”



(St. John Cassian)

+ “I will love You, O Lord my strength; The Lord is my rock and my fortress,
and my deliverer” (Psalm 18: 1, 2)

Yes, help me to love You; For You are my God, my Protector, My
stronghold, and my sweet Hope in the midst of my afflictions.

| shall abide in You; For You are the goodness alone; and without You, the
goodness does not exist.

Be my happiness, O wholly Goodness.

O Life! For Your glory, every creature lives.

You granted me life; In You I live, and without You | die.

| beseech You, Tell me where are You? Where shall | encounter You?, to

hide in You completely; and not to exist outside You.

+ “God is a shield to all who trust in Him” (Psalm 18: 30). Whoever trust in
Christ and not in the ‘ego’, will pass through the temptation peacefully; for faith

produces hope.

(St. Augustine)

+ If you pray against your own evil covetousness, and the demons who fight
against you, you should think of him who says: “I have pursued my
enemies and overtaken them; neither did | turn back again till they were
destroyed. | have wounded them, so that they were not able to rise; they
have fallen under my feet” (Psalm 18: 37, 38) You may say that in the

moment you arm yourself against your adversary with humility.



“And Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took cities from him:
Bethel with its villages, Jeshanah with its villages, and Ephraim with
its villages” (19)

“So Jeroboam did not recover strength again in the days of
Abijah; and the Lord struck him, and he died” (20)

Jeroboam was weakened by that battle, was struck by God and died.
Nevertheless the unity of the nation was not resumed as it were in the days of

David and Solomon.

6- THE END OF ABIJAH'S LIFE:

“But Abijah grew mighty, married fourteen wives, and begot
twenty-two sons, and sixteen daughter” (21)

“Now the rest of the acts of Abijah, his ways and his sayings
are written in the annals of the prophet Iddo” (22)

The word “annals”, meaning (interpretation), usually accompanied with sermons,

is derived from the Hebrew word ‘Medrash’, as it came in (2 Chronicles 24 27).

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 13

YOU ARE, O LORD, MY STRONGHOLD, MY CONQUEST, AND MY
SALVATION

+ Jeroboam managed to gain ten tribes against the house of David;



And could assemble an army double in number to that of Judah;
Jeroboam stood in battle supported by his huge army;
And Abijah stood, trusting in God

Abijah did not address his speech to his army to stir up their zeal,
But he addressed it to Jeroboam and the ten tribes;

He exhorted them to get attached to the living God, instead of the golden

calves;

rear.

+

Despising him, Jeroboam set an ambush to attack him from in front and

It was not however possible, neither for the superior number of the army,

nor for the good military plan,

life;

to stand before him who trusts in God;
By the few he had, Abijah defeated the multitude of Jeroboam;
He chased him, and took cities from him.

In my battles against the devil, grant me O Lord,
To get attached to You, that no one can prevail on me;
You are my Refuge and my Stronghold in

You are my conquest and salvation;
My heart will never fear, as long as You are in me;

Nor shall | fear death, For You are my life.




CHAPTER 14

ASA KING OF JUDAH

Asa was one of the five kings whom God used for the revival of the kingdom of
Judah, contrary to the Northern kingdom (Israel) over which nineteen kings
reigned, and not a single one of them was good, nor made any reform. In the
king of Judah, on the other hand, there were kings who were called “good”, and
of whom five were prominent in reform: Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekieh, and
Josiah. As they had points of resemblance among themselves; there was

diversity in their reform.

The three chapters (14-16) concerned the history of king Asa., who sat on the
throne for 41 years, that could be divided into three stages:

The first stage (Chapter 14) covered ten years since the start of his reign, in
which he walked with an upright heart; and the kingdom enjoyed peace as a fruit
of the victory of his father Abijah over Jeroboam. During that period, Asa carried
out some reforms, he cleansed the kingdom of the pagan worship, exhorted the
people to seek the Lord (2-5); and cared for strengthening the military side. Yet,
the secret of his success in this stage was seeking the Lord his God (7)

The second stage (Chapter 15). If the first stage has been that of peace, this
stage was that of reforms; in which the king concentrated on uprooting all

abominations from the land; and renewed the altar of the Lord.

The third stage (Chapter 16). A stage of perversion in his last years, and of

God'’s chastisement on him. This king persisted on living uprightly for most of his



life, but his fall in his last years are considered a warning to us; as according to
the apostle: “Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he falls” (1 Corinthians
10: 12).

+ Our standing fast here is not secure, until we get over the torrential
currents of the present life, and sail toward a quiet haven. Do nor therefore
be puffed up by your standing fast, but take heed lest you fall. If the
apostle Paul, who has more faith than us, so fears, how much more

should we?!

+ The foremost in military tactics is to know how to stand fast; on which
many things depend. The apostle Paul often speaks about standing fast,
saying: “Watch, stand fast in faith” (1 Corinthians 16: 13); “Stand fast in
the Lord” (Philippians 4: 1); “Let him who thinks he stands, take heed lest
he falls” (1 Corinthians 10: 12); and, “Having done all, stand fast”
(Ephesians 6: 13). There is no doubt that he does not mean just any way
of standing fast, but the right way. Men of war are aware of the importance
of knowing how to stand fast; so do the coaches and trainers of boxers

and wrestlers..

(St. John Chrysostom)

1- The godliness of king Asa 1-5
2- The politics of king Asa 6-8
3- The conquest of king Asa over the Ethiopians 9-15

1- THE GODLINESS OF KING ASA:



“So Abijah rested with his fathers, and they buried him in the
city of David. Then Asa his son reigned in his place. In his days the land was

quiet for ten years” (1)

King Abijah reigned only three years; and the cause of his death came obscure in
such a young age; which, according to some was some sort of (a tax), he and his
family had to pay for being married to fourteen wives, and having twenty-two
sons and sixteen daughter.

Asa his son came in his place; and to his godliness the Holy Book testified. His
reign has been one of the longest among all the kings, and the Historian
Josephus said about him: [Asa king of Jerusalem had a superb personality; he
put God before his eyes; and did nothing, nor think of anything, but keeping the
law. He reformed his kingdom, uprooted all abominations, and took off all

defilements in it].

“As did what is good and right in the eyes of the Lord his
God” (2)

It is befitting of the believer to seek what would bring pleasure to God, and to do

what is right in His eyes, and not what is right in his own eyes, or in those of men.

“For he removed the altars of the foreign gods and the high

places, and broke down the sacred pillars and cut down the wooden images” (3)

He was the first king of Judah who cared, since the start of his reign, to remove

and to break down the high places.

“The high places”, appeared in the days of king Solomon, who built a high
place for Chemoth the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is East of Jerusalem
(1 kings 11:7)



“the wooden images”, Decorated pillars, taken after the Assyrians, engraved

with images of sexual organs to stir up lust.

The book of the chronicles spoke about the religious reforms (3-5), that, to a
great extent conform to what came in 1 Kings 15: 7-12, followed by a chapter (2
Chronicles 14: 6; 15: 15).that did not come in the book of the kings

He started reform directly after he sat on the throne; took away the pagan
worship that infiltrated in the land in the last days of Solomon because of his
foreign wives, and that, because no one cared to take it away, it became well

established in the land, with its altars, idols, and gardens.

Asa did not intend to kill nor to destroy the idol-worshippers, but to provoke them
to repent and to return to God. Yet, although the priests carried out their ministry
in the temple, yet they did it with no enthusiasm, that it was neglected by many
worshippers.

“He commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers,

and to observe the law and the commandment” (4)

The king commanded the leaders and the people to seek the Lord God of their
fathers, and not the gods of the pagans, and to walk according to the law and the
divine commandment, neglected for so long by many.. Asa did what was good
and right in the eyes of the Lord, and desired that the leaders and the people

would experience the sweetness of the divine commandment.

In his perversion, man sees in the divine commandment, a deprivation of, and a

burden on the soul; while with his attachment to the Lord, he sees in it a precious
adornment of his soul, as a holy heavenly bride who bears the beautiful image of
her Creator. The goal of the Lord’s commandment is to present the Lord to us as

the Groom of our souls, to unite with Him, and to gain the fellowship of the divine



nature (2 Peter 1: 4); namely to enjoy His features in us, to be prepared for the

eternal wedding.

We are called by St. (Mar) Jacob EIl-Serougi, in his hymns of the Feast of

Passover, to see the divine commandments, not as mere commands, to do and

not to do, but as precious jewels by which the soul is adorned.

+

How miserable you are, O my soul; How often have you satisfied your evil

desires! Why should you burn together with your idols?!

He who betrothed you, has come. Go out to receive Him; He who offered

you his ring, intends to have a wedding for you. Now, cast your idols away from

you, get up, and enjoy your banquet.

As your engagement is accepted by His Father, therefore do not turn your

face away from the Heir (Matthew 21: 38)

+

Behold, the jewels of His commandments are in your ears; the dowry of
His laws are on your hands; the necklace of His priesthood around your
neck, and the attire of His ministry on your body . Open up your secret
place before Him with love; for He is “the kindness of your youth, the love

of your betrothal” in the wilderness (Jeremiah 2: 2).

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

The goal of savoring the commandments of God, is to act and work

according to them.

He who starts by savors the truth, saying: “I will delight myself in Your
commandments” (Psalm 119: 47), will say after that: “My hands also | will
lift up to Your commandments” (Psalm 119: 48). How beautiful it is to
delight in the commandments and to understand their meaning, then to

raise our arms up to do according to them.



Do not do according to the commandments, grudgingly or of necessity, but
cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9: 7).

Delighting in them, and doing according to them, we should utter them

(Deuteronomy 6: 7); hence he adds: “I will meditate in Your statutes”

(Psalm 119: 48)namely, for the sake of my love for Your commandments, |

shall not cease to talk about them, | shall always greatly delight in

everything that concern Your truth,

(The scholar Origen)

“He also removed the high places and the incense altars

from all the cities of Judah, and the kingdom was quiet under him”

(5)

As the king, the leaders, and the people returned to the true Lord, and were
committed to the law and the commandment, the land found rest after so long
wars during the reign of the last two kings. There is no doubt that the conquest of
king Abijah over the Northern kingdom, prepared the way for a period of peace in
which his son Asa lived.

Representing the persistent man; once the kingdom found rest (14: 5), Asa did
not do like David who cared for his own comfort while his army was in the
battlefield; but Asa used the chance of peace to build fortified cities in Judah; and
for arming his army (4: 6-7). He represents the alert man who is always ready, by

the grace of God, to encounter any sudden attack by the enemy.

In case our souls find comfort from the attacks of the devil, we should not turn the

comfort into slothfulness, but we should always be armed with the Word of God.



Talking about strife, father Cronstadt says: [Who made the way of the chosen to
the kingdom of heaven narrow? ....The world presses on them, so does Satan,
and his own body]. He also says: [If we do not strive daily to overcome the evil
desires that perpetually attack us, to acquire the kingdom in our hearts; the euvil
desires will possess us with sweeping violence, and will rob our souls like

thieves].

+ “The psalms of Ascent” teach us how to ascend and progress in our walk
with God.

By the Holy Spirit, the psalmist calls us to ascend with the heart, namely to
increase our holy and true desire; something that is greater than searching for
“the spiritual feelings”.

Starting by faith, and believing in the truth of the unseen world of God, and

in the steadfast foundation of His kingdom, this will kindle in us a living

hope that we are the children of the kingdom; which, in turn, will make us
pour the love of God on others. This will increase our desire to experience
the eternal presence of the Lord, now, as well as in the endless life to

come. That is what is meant by “ascent”

You may get terrified to hear a warning that the Lord will come like a thief
in the night, according to the words of the Lord Himself, saying: “If the
master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, you
would have watched and not allowed the house to be broken into.
Therefore, you also be ready” (Matthew 24: 43-44). In your terror and fear
you may think: How can man prepare himself, if the hour comes like a
thief? Is this fair?!. ... | start by saying to you:: Because you do not know
the hour of His coming, you try to walk in faith all the time. God probably
planned it this way, that we do not the hour of his coming, to be
perpetually prepared; the way a slave prepares himself to receive his
master. This hour would be a kind of a shock to those who count

themselves as ‘masters of their own houses’; namely those who, with



pride, run their own affairs, regardless of the will of their true Master. ...
Do not ever be, therefore, a master in this vain way, so as not to be

shocked or terrified.

You may ask me: To whom then shall | conform? ... | tell you: conform to
him whom the psalmist mean, saying: “Poor, | am, and sad”.. If you always
see yourself as poor and mourning in spirit (Matthew 5: 3), your eyes
would perpetually be on the Lord, and will gain mercy from your labor,

comfort, and consistent strength.

2- THE POLITICS OF KING ASA:

“And he built fortified cities in Judah, for the land had rest, he
had no wars in those years, because the Lord had given him rest” (6)



Here, Asa’s wisdom and seriousness are apparent; As the land had rest, he did
not walk with luxury and slothfulness, but used the chance to fortify his cities. So
it is befitting of the believer to be alert and to work diligently, even in the time of
his comfort.

He built fortified cities; yet he trusted in the protection of God; So it is befitting of
us not to cease our spiritual strife, even when there are no war before us, lest we
would become spiritually lukewarm.... The secret of his rest was not the great
number of his warriors, nor his military might, or his possibilities, but “Because
the Lord had given him rest” (6). So it would be when the believer walks in Christ

Jesus, He grants him His peace, but “not as the world gives” (John 14: 27).

“Therefore he said to Judah, ‘Let us build these cities and
make walls around them, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet
before us, because we have

sought the Lord our God, we have sought Him, and He has

given rest on every side’ .So they built and prospered” (7)

Asa did not refer the rest enjoyed by his nation, and the activities of construction
he did, to his wisdom or godliness, but said: “Because we have sought the Lord
our God, we have sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side” (7). That
rest was a gift from God to encourage us to walk in His righteousness (See
Haggai 2: 18-19; Malachi 3: 10).

There are many who, once they have rest, instead of giving thanks to God, and
working for the edification of the congregation, they are drawn to get corrupt by
pleasure and evil desires; as it happened when the children of Israel enjoyed the
promised land, they forsook the Lord, and were drawn to the pagan
abominations... On the contrary, rest did not motivate Asa to luxury and
slothfulness, but was a chance for work; for he said to Judah: “Let us build these

cities and make walls around them, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is



yet before us ... so they built and prospered” (7)... The same way could be said
about the early church: “The churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and
Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord, and in

the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied” (Acts 9: 31)

“And Asa had an army of three hundred thousand men from

Judah who carried shields and spears; and from Benjamin

two hundred and eighty thousand men who

carried shields and drew bows; all these were mighty men of
valor” (8)

The believer should not take it easy in the time of peace, but should always be
prepared to confront probable opposition and wars; Hence Asa, in the period of
rest, prepared an army of men of valor, and surrounded the cities with walls and

towers, etc (7).

It is astonishing how the tribe of Benjamin, who, not far in the past were called
“the little Benjamin” (Psalm 68: 27), had two hundred and eighty thousand men of
valor, almost as many as what Judah had. The Lord blessed the few to become
plenty; the two tribes worked together, even though each of them had his own

talent.

4- THE CONQUEST OVER THE ETHIOPIANS:

The book reveals the fact that if the king trusts completely in God, he will prevalil

over his enemies; otherwise he will be punished.

“Then Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an
army of a million men and three hundred chariots, and he came to
Mareshah” (9)



Zerah the Ethiopian: most probably from Arabia, and came with a support from
Egypt. As a matter of fact there are two locations with the same name ‘Cush’: the
first is Nubia, south of Egypt up to Ethiopia; and the second, in reference to that
the spoil included sheep and camels, is east and south of Arabia close to Yemen.
The talk here, most probably concerns the second region, Maresha: twenty-five

miles south west of Jerusalem.

With an army of million men: There is no mention of the figure ‘million; in the
Hebrew language; instead ‘a thousand of thousand’ is used, meaning a great

multitude.

despite the king’s uprightness, and the response of the leaders and the people to
him, yet a great affliction dwelt upon the land; which the Lord most probably
allowed to show His glory . The Ethiopians attacked them with an army of a

million men.

“So Asa went out against him, and they set the troops in
battle array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah” (10)

“And cried out to the Lord his God, and said, ‘It is nothing for
You to help, whether with many or with those who have no power;
Help us O Lord our God, for we rest on

You, and in Your name we go against this multitude, .O

Lord, You are our God; Do not let man prevail against You” (11)

Attacked by Zerah the Ethiopian with an army of million men and three hundred
chariots, Asa resorted to God (14: 11); and the Lord struck the Ethiopians. Zerah
could not stand, not before Asa, who counted himself powerless (11), but before
the Lord and His army (13) — as Asa’s army was called ‘The army of the Lord'.

Trusting in the Lord, He granted him the following:



Conquest over the enemy, all of whom became like dead.(13).

The war was counted the Lord’s , not Asa’s; for the king hid in the Lord,
took refuge in Him; and his army was called ‘the army of the Lord’ (13).
Asa and his army plundered several cities, upon which the fear of the Lord
came; and they carried away very much spoil (14)

They returned to Jerusalem (15) the city of God, near the temple of the
Lord, to find strength through fellowship with the Lord. The army did not
return to their camps, nor each man to his house, but to the city of God
and to His house.

Asa did not erect memorials to commemorate his conquest, nor recorded
it in archives; for he counted the conquest as from the Lord, and he and
his army were just tools in His hand..

Zerah, on the other hand, could not record his defeat, as it was a great

disgrace for an army of million men.

The king’s prayer, though short, yet was deep, and bore many meanings:

a_

He gave the glory to God for His might and authority; He who saves by
many or by few; by the strong or by the powerless; works by His own
strength, and not by weapons; as David said to Goliath: “You come to me
with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin; and | come to you in the
name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have
defied” (1 Samuel 17: 45)

The king did not say to the Lord that he has a strong army, and well
prepared, to use and work with; but, the conquest will be from God “for we
rest on you” (11).

He did not say “Do not let man prevail against us”; but counting the war as
against the Lord Himself, he said: “Do not let man prevail against You”
(11).



Saying in his prayer: “Oh Lord, it is nothing for You to help, whether with many or
with those who have no power”; he probably remembered the words said by
Jonathan the son of Saul to his armor-bearer: “It may be that the Lord will work
for us. For nothing restrains the Lord from saving by many or by few” (1 Samuel
14: 6); And the words said by Solomon on dedicating the temple: “When Your
people go out to battle against their enemies, wherever You send them, and
when they pray to You toward this city which You have chosen, and toward the
temple which | have built for Your name; thn hear from heaven their prayer and

their supplication, and maintain their cause” (2 Chronicles 7: 34-35).

According to the apostle Paul: “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions; quenched the
violence of fire; escaped the edge of the sword; out of weakness, were made
strong; became valiant in battle; turned to fight the armies of the aliens” (Hebrew
11: 33-34)..

“So the Lord struck the Ethiopians before Asa and Judah,
and the Ethiopians fled” (12)

“And Asa and the people who were with him pursued them
to Gerar. So the Ethiopians were overthrown, and they could not
recover, for they were broken before the

Lord and His army. And they (Asa and Judah) carried away
very much spoil” (13)

“Then they defeated all the cities around Gerar, for the fear

of the Lord came upon them; and they plundered all the cities, for

there was exceedingly much spoil in them” (14)

TheEthiopians were broken, not before Asa and his army, but before the Lord

and His army, for “the fear of the Lord came upon them” (14)

Finally the wealth of the sinner turned into the hand of the righteous.



“They also attacked the livestock enclosures, and carried off

sheep and camels in abundance, and returned to Jerusalem” (15)

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES
14

BY YOUR DIVINE ARM, SANCTIFY AND SAVE
ME, O MY GOD

Asa did what is right in Your eyes;
He uprooted and destroyed the idol worship;

And sought from his people to keep Your statutes and commandments.

By Your Holy Spirit, grant me the uprightness and the goodness;
Uproot every idol from my heart;

Destroy in me every evil desire;

Instead of the desires of the body, kindle in me those of the spirit;

Let my heart be enflamed by Your love; and my senses by Your grace;
Inscribe Your commandments in my heart;

To delight in them, and my depths would be adorned by Your splendor.

Adorn my soul with Your commandments;

To cherish them, for they are the heavenly jewelry;

By them | bear Your image, and be prepared for my wedding day.
Your Holy Spirit renews my depths every morning;

The heavenly hosts desire to rejoice for Your work in me.



The enemy is stirred up because he cannot endure Your wedding day;
What will save me from the bondage of the devil, but Your cross?

What will destroy his darkness, but Your resurrection.

Let the enemy and all his hosts be stirred up;

By You we can destroy all his tricks and evil works;

By You, we gain the conquest, and trust in You;

By You we set forth to heaven, and the enemy cannot catch us in his nets;

Glory be to You, O Grantor of conquest.



CHAPTER 15

ASA’'S INTERNAL REFORMS

ENTRANCE INTO A COVENANT WITH GOD

Now, as Asa returned to Jerusalem, carrying spoils, and exultant with conquest,
he felt that God is the secret of his conquest; and he probably thought how he
should pay the Lord back for the abundance of His goodness.

Asa felt then that the reforms he has done was not yet consummated. By the
Lord, he conquered his enemies on the outside; but there were more dangerous
enemies who were not conquered yet, namely the idols of Judah, Benjamin, and
of some lands of Israel that appreciated him, listened, and submitted to him. His
victory on the outside provoked him to work inside to consummate the holy walk
in the Lord.

1- A divine message to Asa on the tongue of a prophet 1-7

2- Asa’s zeal to remove the idols 8

3- The spoils of war dedicated to the Lord 9-11

4- Making a covenant with God 12 - 15
5- A reform of the royal court 16

6- The high places were not removed 17
7- Bringing the dedicated things into the house of the Lord 18
8- Great peace for the kingdom 19

1- A DIVINE MESSAGE TO ASA ON THE TONGUE OF A PROPHET:

“Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded”

(1)



In that time there were also prophets in Israel (the Northern kingdom), like
Hosea, Amos, Elijah, Elisha, and others. For, with the increase of the prophet of
the Baal and the false prophets in the dissented kingdom of Israel, the Lord sent
to them many prophets who performed miracles among the people apostatized
from the Lord and worshipped the idols. God cares to perform miracles among

the non-believers to encourage them to return to the divine truth.

How great is the exalted love of God! In most eras there were prophets and men
of God sent to deliver divine messages to the kings, the people, and some time

to the priests. It was amazing that despite the zeal of king Asa, and the presence
of prophets among the people, yet some of them addicted idol worship, because

of the carnal pleasures associated with them.

The king sent by God encountered the king, not to commend him and to
congratulate him on his conquest, but to motivate him to worship God more, and
to keep the divine commandment, and the covenant with God. The prophet did
not come on his own but, “but the Spirit of God came upon him” (1). The prophet
Azariah the son of Oded came to encourage king Asa, and to provoke him
together with his people to enter into a covenant with God. By the work of the
Holy Spirit in Azariah the prophet, he encountered king Asa to present to him, to
Judah and Benjamin, the sound theological meaning of the battle. In his talk he

presented to them three main things in God’s work with them:

1- God is with Israel, as long as Israel is with God (2)

2- It is befitting of the people, together with the king, not to forget what
happened in the era of the judges, when the people disregarded the
teachings of the priests

3- God promises to keep on helping the king as long as he walks in the

upright road.



Many who enjoyed conquest because they sought the Lord, and attached
themselves to Him, Unfortunately the devil could turn their conquest into a trap
for their perdition. Instead of giving thanks to God, they fell into pride or
slothfulness in their relationship with God, and lost everything they have got..

We can say that the prophet Azariah came to encounter the victorious king and

his army, to encourage them, and to warn them at the same time

“And he went out to meet Asa, and said to him: ‘Hear me
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. The Lord is with you while you are with Him. If
you seek Him He will be found by

you; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you” (2)

The essence of the divine message was: “The Lord is with you while you are with
him. If you seek Him He will be found by you, but if you forsake Him, He will
forsake you” (2).God does not force himself on anybody’s life, but longs to work
in man, on condition that man, with his complete free will, wishes that God works

in and by him.

On account of that the conquest would not endure with them if they pervert from
God, and for fear that they might misuse the conquest given to them by God, ,
the prophet confirms to them: “The Lord is with you while you are with him”; and

warns them, saying: “If you forsake Him, He will forsake you”

By saying “He will be found by you”; he means to say:: God will not only be found
(with) you, but will be found (by) you.. The prophet refers to that God’s pleasure
is not only to support them, but to accompany them, He opens up His arms, to
reveal to them that He is there for them; and it is befitting of them, on their side,

to become for Him as well..



He put before their eyes the very serious consequence of forsaking God; “He will
forsake you” ,as a response to their own wish, if not by tongue, it is by deeds.
Counting forsaking Him, as a request by man to God to forsake him, God will
respond to his request; according to the words of the psalmist: “He shall give you

the desire of your heart” (Psalm 37: 4)

To give us another interpretation of that saying of the prophet, the historian
Josephus says: [The reason they have got their conquest from God, is that they
appeared as godly and religious people, who do everything according to the will
of God. That is why ‘Azariah’ the prophet said that if they so persist, God will be
consistent on giving them conquest on their enemies; and will happily live ever
after; But in case they forsake His worship every thing will fall back to the

contrary].

This concept that binds between worshipping God and the life of conquest, as
presented by Azariah, is in complete harmony with the view of the book of

chronicles in this concern.

The king most probably humbled himself before that divine message, which
supported him for a long time; But unfortunately he perverted and fell in the snare

of the devil in the last years of his life, as we shall see in the sixteenth chapter.

“For a long time Israel has been without the true God,

without a teaching priest, and without law” (3)

a- According to some, the prophet speaks here concerning the pitch dark
period of the judges, when Israel forsook the worship of the living God and
worshipped foreign gods. There were priests among them, yet none of
them was a ‘teacher priest’. They came to be without a law, despite the
law of Moss within their hands; but the leaders, the people, and even the

priests, at that time, were not preoccupied with the law.



God allowed for several nations, like the Moabites, the Medianites, the
Ammonites, and others, to disturb them; yet amid their affliction they did
not hasten to return to God; but because they cred out to Him, He sent

judges to save them from their enemies.

b- According to others, he speaks here about the Northern kingdom (Israel),
that set calves for them to worship side by side of worshipping God. They
betrayed God even while pretending to worship Him. They were without
‘teacher priests’ for the Levite priests left them to Jerusalem, together with

some godly men.

c- According to a third party, the prophet speaks here concerning what will
happen in the future. The prophet Hosea says: “For the children of Israel
shall abide many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred
pillar, without ephod or teraphim. Afterward the children of Israel shall
return, seek the Lord their God, and David their king, and fear the Lord

and His goodness in the latter days” (Hosea 3: 4, 5)

The days of the Lord and the days of the devil:

Discerning between the days of the Lord and the days of the devil, in his
commentary on what came in (Judges 2: 7); saying, “So the people served the
Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua”,
the scholar Origen says: [There are days of the Lord and days of the devil. What
came here “For a long time Israel was without the true God” (3), most probably
refer to the days of the devil, or the evil days. ... The following are the features of
the days of the Lord and the days of the devil, as it came in his first sermon on

the book of the judges:



1-

The days of the Lord are righteousness, while the days of the devil
are evil.

It is befitting of the believer to be in the days of Joshua, a symbol of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, to enjoy the days of
righteousness; and not to be in the days of one of the evil kings like

Pharaoh or Manasseh, and his days would be evil days.

+ And he says: “So the people served the Lord all the days of
Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua”.

It is befitting of each of us to prove if he is in the good days or in the
evil days; Does he acquire “the days of Joshua”, namely the days of
righteousness, or he acquires the evil days.

For if we reach “the true Light which gives light to every man who
comes into the world” (John 1: 9), and deliver ourselves to be enlightened
by Him, and if in us “the Sun of Righteousness shines” (Malachi 4: 2),

and enlighten our world, we shall, therefore acquire ‘the days of
Joshua’; namely the days of Jesus Christ; the days of salvation.. Whereas,
if man delivers himself to the “the light that will go out” (See Job 18:

5); the light that contradict the truth; he will acquire days which are
all evil days. He will not be in ‘the days of Joshua’, but in those of

Manasseh or Pharaoh, or in the days of the other evil kings.

(The scholar Origen)
The days of the Lord present to us a vision of Him who sits on the

throne; and the days of evil will corrupt the insight.

The prophet Isaiah (the fifth evangelist), enjoyed a vision of the Lord “the
Sun of Righteousness” sitting on the throne in the year king Uzziah died
(Isaiah 6: 1); the king who became so arrogant with pride, to attempt to

farce himself on the priesthood work, to be consequently inflicted with



leprosy on his forehead (2 Chronicles 26: 19). His days were all counted
as evil; hence once he died, Isaiah enjoyed His joyful vision of the divine
throne surrounded by the Seraphim, joyfully hovering and praising (Isaiah
6: 3). ... Therefore, as the evil man in us dies, and the new man who
enjoys being healed by the Sun of Righteousness reigns (Malachi 4: 2),
the our insight opens up, to enjoy a vision of Him who sits on the throne,
and to partake of the praising of the heavenly hosts.

Let our days then be days of the Lord; for our depths to set forth as though

to heaven.

+ Isaiah could not have the vision in the days of the oppressive and
evil king Uzziah. He could not see “the Lord sitting on a throne, high
and lifted up” (Isaiah 6: 1-3), except after that evil king died, whose
days were all evil. Then the prophet could see the Lord ...

Listen to the prophet say: “To you who fear My name the Sun of
Righteousness shall arise” (Malachi 4: 2). There is no doubt,
therefore, that God will let those have days of righteousness, those
of “the days of Joshua”. ... He also says about the evil ones, that
“the Sun of Righteousness’ shall heal them; It will no doubt heal

those in whom justice was dead.

(The scholar Origen)

3- The days of the Lord are featured by the great peace; and the days of

evil destroy the peace:

The Lord is the King of Peace (Hebrew 7: 2). When our days become
days of peace, He fills our depths with His peace, even amid the afflictions; to

make us experience the great divine inner peace.



+ The prophet tells us who will acquire the great peace. Listen to him

say in the psalms: “Great peace to those who love Your name”

(The scholar Origen)
4- The days of the Lord are featured by the perpetual great light; and
the light of the days of evil is deceptive;

Speaking about the days of Joshua the son of Nun, the symbol of Christ
the Eternal True Light; and the days of the elders, a symbol of the
apostles, who, by Christ have become light for the world;, the scholar
Origen discerns between the true and the deceptive light as follows:

a

He who has the days of the Lord enjoys the eternal true light, that
time never destroys. Whereas the days of evil, may appear
illuminated, but the light of evil is deceptive and will be put off.

b- There is no fellowship between the true and the deceptive lights; as
there is no fellowship between Christ and the devil.

c- Some Gnostics believe that happiness lies in temporal pleasures,
count the enjoyment of this pleasure as good bright light.

d- The true light raises the heart up to the Heavenlies, to desire the
heavenly life; while the deceptive light binds man to time and the
things thereof, to seek the mortal earthly things, of riches, glory,
and honor, counting them all as eternal.

e- The divine Light gives us the Truth; while the deceptive light gives
us vanity. .Hence the Lord warns us against the heretics who are
bound to the false teachings.

f-  Among the heretics are some Gnostics like ‘Mercion’ who rejected

the Old Testament; counted the Creator as not a good God.

According to some Gnostics, God of the new covenant came to

save the world from the Creator God.



g- The prayer or the encounter the Lord of glory Jesus is the way to

enjoy the true Light and to be saved from the deceptive light.

+ To prove this from the Holy Books, listen to what is written:
“The light of the righteous rejoices, but the lamp of the
wicked will be put out” (Proverb 13: 9; 18: 5-6). You see
here, that the lamp of the wicked will be put out; whereas the
“the light of the truth” will shine forever.

If someone foolishly believes that there is light which could
be described as ‘the light of evil’, and at the same time as
‘the light of truth’; that could not be right; for God created the
light to shine equally on everyone. Yet it is obvious that our
(souls) are either enlightened by the true light (John 1: 9),
which is never put out — namely Christ — or enlightened by
the kind of light which is temporary and not eternal, which
could be put out by him who can transform himself into the
likeness of an angel of light (the devil) (See 2 Corinthians 11:
14). By such light is enlightened those who say that the
enjoyment of pleasure is the greatest thing in life; and those
who seek the riches, the worldly honors, and the earthly
glory. By such light is also enlightened the heretics who
proclaim their deceptive, vain babblings and contradictions
of what is falsely called knowledge (1 Timothy 6: 20).
Mercion was enlightened by such light, to dare to call God of

the true law (the Old Testament) “not good”.

That is why, if we rightly understand the difference between
the days enlightened by our Lord Jesus Christ “the True
Light”; and the days enlightened by him who transforms

himself to the likeness of an angel of light, that will eventually



be put out,... We can recognize the “the days of Joshua”,
about which it is said: “The people worshipped the Lord all

the days of Joshua” ;

He who acquires in himself “the days of Joshua” would never
serve the devil or greed; while he who is enlightened by the
light of the truth would never serve the lies; nor he who is
enlightened by the light of purity, would dedicate himself to
evil desires or defilement. The apostle proclaimed “What
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what
communion has light with darkness?

And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a

believer with an unbeliever? (2 Corinthians 6: 14-15).

Let us therefore pray to the Lord Christ, “the true Light”
(John 1: 9) to make in us perpetually the good days; and
never to let us acquire in our souls the “evil days”, about
which the apostle said: “redeeming the time, because the

days are evil’ (Ephesians 5: 16).

We acquire evil days when we seek evil desires instead of
spiritual things; the earthlies instead of the heavenlies; the mortal things instead
of the eternal; and the present things instead of those to come..

When you therefore, see such evil desires stirred up in you,

be sure that you are standing in “evil and corrupt days”.

That is why, you should dedicate yourselves to prayers to be
liberated from the “evil days”; according to what the apostle say: “that (God) may
deliver us from this present evil age” (Galatians 1: 4);

For according to what we have just said, not only our days

will be “evil days”, but our entire age will be evil.



(The scholar Origen)

5- The days of the Lord are bound to His Word and wisdom (to the

divine commandment):

The divine commandment works in the believer’s days, to make him enjoy
the divine wisdom and knowledge. The hearts of the apostles and the
ministers are preoccupied with how to experience, by the divine grace, the
sweetness and the activity of the commandment in our life; when we

receive and be enlightened by the divine light .

+ Blessed is he who serves (worships) the Lord in the “days of
Joshua” (Judges 2: 7); he who is enlightened by His Word, wisdom, and
commandments, and who is granted the light of knowledge by His
teaching
He is blessed, as well, he who serves the Lord in the days of the
elders who survived Joshua; who, either lived in the days of Joshua
or after Joshua; who are no one but the apostles who enlightened
our hearts by their writings and principles; and brought in us the
peaceful days of the light, who partook of it from “the True Light”
(John 1: 9).

He, therefore, who is enlightened and learn from the teachings of
the apostles, and is trained in the ministry of the Lord after the
example of the apostles, is about whom is said: “He served the

Lord in the days of the elders who survived Joshua”..



Moreover, to know how, as the Savior “the True Light who give light
to every man came to the world” (John 1: 9); the apostles also
became “the light of the world”; it is written in the gospel that the
Lord said to them: “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5: 14).
There is no doubt that through their principles, and their teachings,

they enlightened to us “the days” in which we serve the Lord.

(The scholar Origen)

6- The day of the Lord makes the days of the elders longer:

The scholar Origen cared to talk about the days of the elders who came
after Joshua; referring to the days of the apostles, with, and among whom
Jesus the Lord of glory lived, even after his ascension to heaven; and
whose days bore the features of the days of the Lord Christ.

The author of the book of Joshua cared to confirm that their days were

long, not time-wise, but blessings-wise.

The scholar Origen often spoke that the fetus John the Baptist , who was
not yet born, when St. Mary visited his house, performed an exalted work
of preaching, while he was only six months old in his mother’'s womb. And
counts that the days of the fetus of John the Baptist in the sight of God,
longer than the years lived by the high priest and the priests who did not
care to encounter the infant Jesus; and did not consummate their mission

as preachers of the divine Truth.

Don’t marvel when you hear the sayings of the apostle “With the Lord,
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2

Peter 3: 8).. According to the scholar Origen, we shall see in the great day



of the Lord, children whose few days are counted as long years; and
elders whose long years are counted as few days; and probably as

nothing at all.

The days of the saints are called “long” for they are precious days of love;
every breath of their life are uncountable; Whereas the wicked whose love
become lukewarm, their days are short, mortal, and of little value. The
days of the saints are long, diverse, and attractive, bear the names of the
virtues they acquire through the grace of God, they call one day “love”,
another “peace”, another “purity”, another “chastity”, and another
“goodness” ... And together with the length of days, their souls bear the
sweet and increasing fruition of the Spirit.

+ It seems not by chance that he says that the elders who survived
Joshua (Joshua 2: 7), were of long lives. Actually it is only God who
knows who among the elders who will come after Joshua, who will
have “long days”, from whose soul great light will shine; whether
Paul, Peter, Bartholomew, or John .Nevertheless , the saints are

called “those of long lives”.

On the contrary, at the time when the world will be filled with
temptations, “when lawlessness will abound, and the love of many
will grow cold” (Mathew 24: 12), “When the Son of Man comes, He
will (barely) find faith on the earth” (Luke 18: 8). In those days, it will
not be said that it will be “long days”., but rather “short days”,
according to the words of the Lord: “Unless those days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved” (Mathew 24: 22); Those days
will consequently called “short days”. The “long days”, are the good
days of long time to serve the Lord. For the sake of the chosen, the
“evil days”, namely the days of iniquity and temptations, will be

called “short days”.. | believe that once the evil days start to be



shortened for the sake of the chosen, they grow gradually shorter
and shorter, unntil they entirely disappear. On account of such
days, “Job” said: “May the day perish in which | was born” (Job 3:
3)

Therefore, the evil days for the chosen will be shortened, and

disappear; while the days of the saintly elders will be longer.

“The people worshipped God all the days of Joshua” (Judges 2: 7).
He did not say ‘one day of Joshua’s’; but “the days of Joshua”.
According to this order, how many days shall we count? | believe
that one of his days will be “justice”, another “purity”, another
“humility”, and another “mercy”; and so on of the good virtues and
features, counted as “the days of Joshua”, through which the Lord
will be served; for such virtues of the soul will bring pleasure to the
Lord. Perseverance, compassion, godliness, goodness, and all

things concerning the virtue, could be called his days.

As such, you will serve the Lord throughout “the days of Joshua”;
for the commandments of the Holy Books do not wish you to
acquire in your souls some features of these virtues, and not of
others; but to be adorned with all these virtues until you
consummate them "to serve the Lord”. He who acquires “the days
of the elders” in his soul, “and serves the Lord in their days” (See
Judges 2: 7); will heed the words of the apostle: “Therefore, | urge
you, imitate me, as you have us for a pattern” (1 Corinthians 4: 16;
Philippians 3: 17).

(The scholar Origen)



7- The day of the Lord and the knowledge of all the works of the Lord:

It is befitting of us to have all our days for the Lord, through which we
“know” all his works. Keep them, and practice them; lest we may be
counted as not knowing them. The scholar Origen clarified to us the
concept of the word “know”, which is to practice something practically, and

not just have mental knowledge of it.

+ “all the days of the elders who had seen (know) all the great works

of the Lord which He had done for Israel” (Judges 2: 7). Who is he who

knows all the works of the Lord except he who does them?
Actually , as it was said about the sons of ‘Eli’ the priest: “They
were corrupt; they did not know the Lord” (1 Samuel 2: 12). They
certainly knew (about) the Lord, for they were teachers of the law;
but they acted as if they did not know Him. By this same way, we
should listen to what is written: “those who knew all the works of the
Lord”; namely they know righteousness, purity, perseverance,
compassion, godliness, and anything according to the
commandments of the Lord, that are called “the works of the
Lord”.... There are, as well “the works of the devil” that are contrary
to the “works of the Lord”. Surely, as the “righteousness” is a “work
of the Lord”, the “iniquity” is a “work of the devil”. And as the
compassion is a “work of the Lord”, anger and grudge are “works
of the devil.

According to what became clear in the Holy Book concerning the
terms “know” and “does not know”, read what is written in another
place: “He who keeps the commandment will experience nothing
harmful” (Ecclesiastes 8: 5 LXX). [He who keeps (or knows) the

commandment knows no evil word]. Is this possible? Actually he



knows, but it is said (he knows no evil word) for he keeps himself

from and avoids the evil words.

What is said about the Lord that “He knows no sin” (2 Corinthians
5: 21). So it is said on account of that He committed no sin. In the
same way then, he who (knows) the works of the Lord, (does) the
works of the Lord. And he does not know the works of the Lord,

does not do them.

(The scholar Origen)

8- The day of the Lord is the day of His great salvation of the world by

the cross:

Although all the works of the Lord are great and exalted, yet they could not

be compared to His redemption.

+ “Who had seen (known) the great works of the Lord which He had
done for Israel” (Judges 2: 7). Are there “little works” of the Lord,
beside those “great works”? | believe that all the Lord’s works are
great; but if compared to one another, they could be said, they are
great or little according to the ability of those who get them, with
whom God works.

For example: God led the children of Israel out of Egypt by a strong
hand and a stretched arm (Deuteronomy 5: 15; and see Exodus "
6; 13: 3); He disturbed the Egyptians by prophetical and heavenly
signs; “He made the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided”
(Exodus 14: 21); He gave the people Manna in the wilderness from
heaven (See Exodus 16; Wisdom 13: 3); He talked to Moses (See



Exodus 19: 3); and gave the law written on two tablets of stone
(See Exodus 24: 12). But if all those works are compared to the
salvation of the world: “For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son” (John 3: 16), you will find that all of them are
little compared to the greatness of this work, which we should know

and believe.

We should get preoccupied with the works of the Lord (See John 6:
28-29), not through slothfulness but by faith and alertness, so that
we would be “in the days of Jesus Christ”, and “in the days of the
elders”, namely His apostles, to become, together with them,
worthy to partake of the heavenly inheritance through our Lord
Jesus Christ Himself, glory and dominion be to Him, forever, Amen
(1 Peter 4: 11).

(The scholar Origen)

“But when in their trouble they turned to the Lord God of

Israel, and sought Him, He was found by them” (4)

He presented to Judah a serious example, namely those in Israel who lived a
long time without a true God, a teacher priest, nor divine law; Yet, once they
returned to God and sought Him, He was found by them (4).

He did not say ‘they found Him’, but “was found by them”; to be able to sing,
saying: “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine” (Song 6: 3). So will those

who seek the Lord feel, He will become theirs, their own beloved.

+ It is the right of the soul to rejoice, for she reached to a high position in her

ascent to the top of her desires. What would be greater than to reach to



the vision of the Lord?!. But what she has achieved is nothing but a start

of what she will meditate in after this.

The bride and the groom unite together: God in the soul, and the soul will
again dwell in God. The bride will say: “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is
mine; the shepherd among the lilies” (Songs 6: 3). He Himself

who changed the human life from the shadows to the climax of the Truth.
Notice how high the bride reached; progressing from strength to strength, as said
by the prophet (Psalm 84: 7); and appears as though she has

got the climax of her desires. For what would be greater than to be with

her beloved, and Him to be in her?!

+ The bride says: “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine”. In
conforming with Christ, she receives from Him the early blessing of our
nature according to the former image of beauty, and like Him, who alone is
worthy of glory and love. That would be like a mirror elaborately done, that
reflects an image exactly conforming to the face. When the soul puts her
things in order, and rejects every material defilement, she would become

an image of the pure beauty.

When the soul says with her free will: “When | look into the face of my
beloved, the beauty of his face reflects on mine”; Paul imitates these
words by saying: “It is no longer | who lives, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2: 21). And when he says: “For
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain”: (Philippians 1: 21), Paul means to
say that he has purified himself of any human weakness, like sorrow,
anger, fear, cowardice, strong evil desires, pride, foolishness, envy,
revenge, love of possessing,, or any other desire that may lead to the

destruction of the soul.



Christ, alone, is the One who fills my soul, and nothing else of what I just
mentioned. All my apparent outer nature is taken away, and there is
nothing left inside me but Christ. Yes indeed, life for me is Christ; as the
bride of the song says: “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine” . He
is the purity, non-defilement, the Light, and the Truth that nourishes my
soul. He Himself is nourished by the magnificence of His saints. The lilies
inspire with their splendor and the radiation of their beautiful colors.. That
is why, he who feeds among the lilies will lead his flock to the pastures of
the lilies, “to let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us” (Psalm 90: 17)

We come to be like the food we eat. Let us take an example in the crystal
vessel. All what is put in it will appear clearly; namely the vessel itself will
turn into what it contains. It is like this when we put the lilies in our soul; it

radiate to the outside the things it contains inside.

To clarify this point; the soul nourishes itself by the virtues that
symbolically called “lilies”; and the person adorned with them will radiate a

good life, showing every kind of virtue.

Let us suppose that the pure lilies, which are: self-control, moderation,
righteousness, courage, etc. of all what the apostle says, are pure, true,
noble, worthy of love, just, holy, compassionate, virtuous, and worthy of
glory (Philippians 4: 8); all these virtues are developed in the soul as a
result of the pure life, and adorn the soul that have them. ... That is why
the bride gives herself to her beloved, and receives the beauty of whom

she loves.

(St. Gregory of Nyssa)



“And in those times there was no peace to the one who went
out, nor to the one who came in, but great turmoil was on all the
inhabitants of the land” (5)

By “those times” he means the period of the judges, and the ten tribes who
dissented from the house of David, and rejected the Levite priesthood, etc.;
which also applies to every other period in which man gives God the back and

not the face.

So nation was destroyed by nation, and city by city, for God
troubled them with every adversity” (6)
But you, be strong and do not let your hands be weak, for

your work shall be rewarded” (7)

He calls on Judah to be strong, not to let their hands be weak, depending on the
conquest they have already got (7)
Man is committed to work with diligence and joy, whether in his worship or in his

dalily life.
2- ASA’'S ZEAL TO REMOVE THE IDOLS:

And when Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Oded
the prophet, he took courage, and removed the abominable idols
from the land of Judah and Benjamin, and from

the cities which he had taken in the mountains of Ephraim;
and he restored the altar of the Lord that was before the vestibule
of the Lord” (8)

The hearts of the king and his servants were kindled with zeal, their effort to

reform became stronger, and they uprooted the defilements left by Jeroboam in



every place. He has started uprooting them, and here he consummates what he

started.

The serious believer will never cease to grow. Asa started the movement of
reform since the beginning of his reign; got more zealous when he entered into
affliction during his war against the Ethiopians; and when he had conquest, he
referred it to the law, to get stronger and stronger. Now with the message that he
received on the tongue of Azariah the son of Oded, he took courage and
removed the abominable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and from
the cities he had taken in the mountain of Ephraim. His zeal increased to perform

other reforms, to confirm the presence of God in the midst of his kingdom.

“He restored the altar of the Lord”; It so seems that the altar of the burnt offerings
needed some restoration, although it was only 35 years since Solomon built it,

probably as a result of negligence during the wars between Judah and Israel,

We see how Asa did what is good and upright in the sight of the Lord his God,
how he removed the foreign altars and broke the idols, etc. *11: 2), how he
strove and sought the Lord who granted him the conquest; how he inclined his
ear to the words of the prophet, and did not admonish him on saying: “If you
forsake Him (God), He will forsake you” (15: 3); but hastened to remove all the
abominable things from the cities which were taken from the mountain of
Ephraim and from the land of Judah; and restored the altar of the Lord which was
before the court of the Lord. He carried out a deeper movement of cleansing and

sanctification.

He also found in the words of the prophet a chance to assemble Judah,
Benjamin, and those who came from the tribes of Israel, who got in touch with
the work of God in Asa’s life; who entered into a renewal of the covenant of God,;
and sought Him with their whole hearts, and He was found by them (15: 15). With



every movement of reform, the leaders and the people needed to renew the

covenant with God.

4- THE SPOILS OF WAR DEDICATED TO THE LORD:

“Then he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those who
sojourned with them from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon, for they
came over to him in great numbers from Israel

when they saw that the Lord his God was with him” (9)

We have already seen how some godly men in the Northern kingdom set forth to
Judah. Now those coming from Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon, to the south
increased in number, having been impressed by the faithfulness of Asa in his life
and worship. He called them “those who sojourned with them”, namely the
foreigners; as the two peoples Judah and Israel became like foreigners to one
another other after the division.

They came to Jerusalem to proclaim their wish to gather together around the
king from the house of David, longing for the true worship and the attachment to
the temple of the Lord. “They saw that the Lord God was with him” (9). His
attachment to the Lord gave him ‘awe’, not only among the people of Judah, but
among those godly men from Israel; who came to join him; saying with the
prophet Zechariah: “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you”
(Zechariah 8: 23).

“So they gathered together at Jerusalem in the third month,
in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa” (10)

Having been gathered together by the king to a general assembly, they came in
the fear of God in the third month, probably in the feast of the Pentecost, or that
of the weeks.



“And they offered to the Lord at that time seven hundred
bulls and seven thousand sheep from the spoil which the had
brought” (11)

The size of their offerings might not be compared to those offered by king

Solomon, probably because of a lesser zeal or lesser possibilities.

5- MAKING A COVENANT WITH GOD:

“Then they entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God of

their fathers with all their heart and all their soul” (12)

They entered into a covenant with God with repentance, as they have broken
their covenant with him; and they promised to walk in a better way. In renewing
the covenant they sought the Lord more diligently, sought His compassion, and

promised to keep His commandments.

“And whoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel was to
be put to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman”
(13)

They decided that whoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel was to be put
to death, being either an atheist or an idol-worshipper; a decision that conforms
to the law (Deuteronomy 7: 2 etc.); and to the era of violence in the idol worship
practices, like offering human sacrifices, even the children of the worshipper;

which were introduced even to Judah and Benjamin.

Now, in the era of grace, we are not required to do that literally, but symbolically;

for the weapons of our fight are spiritual and not material.



“Then they took an oath before the Lord with a loud voice
with shouting and trumpet and rams’ horns” (14)

That covenant was proclaimed publicly without any reservation, but with joy, not
like one done by a debtor before his creditor; with the spirit of fear; but like a
bride who boasts her love and obedience to her Groom, who delivered His life for

her sake.

“And all Judah rejoiced at the oath for they had sworn with
all their heart and sought Him with all their soul; and He was found

by them, and the Lord gave them rest all around” (15)

The covenant was made with faithfulness and persistence, they vowed with their
whole hearts, and sought Him with their whole will; and He was found by them.
What they did, came from their hearts and with their complete will, namely with

pleasure and exultation.

5- A REFORM IN THE ROYAL COURT:

“Also he removed Maacah, the mother of Asa the king, from
being queen mother, because she had made an obscene image of
Asherah; and Asa cut down her obscene image,

crushed and burned it by the brook Kidron” (16)

He tells us what came in 1 Kings 15: 13-14, about how Asa removed his
grandmother, the idol-worshipper, from her political position as the ‘queen

mother’.

All movements of reform Asa has done in the cities of Judah and Benjamin, and
in the cities that joined him from Israel, the renewal of the covenant, and the spirit

of exultation, have not preoccupied him from reforming his own household. He



removed his grandmother from her position as the queen mother; for she had
made an obscene image of Asherah; he crushed and publicly burned it by the
brook of Kidron. By that he exalted above the family relationships for the sake of
the glory of God..

By a spirit of loyalty, courage, and zeal, Asa did not flatter even his own
grandmother, the queen mother. In most of the world in the old days, a great
authority was given to the mother or grandmother of the king, for the sake of her
experience and honor. Yet Asa removed his grandmother because of her
attachment to the pagan worship; perceiving that he should honor God more than
his grandmother. Most probably Maaccah perceived her sin; and hence she was
not killed, but was only removed from her position as a queen mother. Asa
probably sent away her pagan entourage, and confined her to her place of

residence,

6- THE HIGH PLACES WERE NOT REMOVED:

“But the high places were not removed from Israel.

Nevertheless the heart of Asa was loyal all his days” (17)

Asa, did not remove the high places from the cities of Israel that submitted to
him. It was befitting of him not to be slothful in this concern, which may seem as
a minor thing compared to his huge achievements of reform, his great works, and
strife.

The chapter ends by a notice that Asa was not completely successful; by which it
prepares us to what will come in the next chapter about his shortcomings in his
last days.

7- BRINGING THE DEDICATED THINGS INTO THE HOUSE OF THE
LORD:



“He also brought into the house of God the things that his

father had dedicated; silver and gold and utensils” (18)

8- GREAT PEACE FOR THE KINGDOM:

“And there was no more wars until the thirty-fifth year of the
reign of Asa” (19)

Although there were minor clashes and little confrontations between Asa and
Baasha king of Israel, yet there was no major battles.
By the thirty-fifth year, he means, after the division between the two kingdoms.

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 15

SANCTIFY MY DAYS, AND PROCLAIM YOUR DWELLING IN ME

+ My God, when king Asa was attached to You;
His first days were sanctified;
At that time, Israel had no days without a true God;
But its days became like those of Jushua the son of Nun;

It enjoyed conquest, righteousness, and peace.

+ Let the days of my life be good days and not evil days;
Shine on them, Oh Sun of Righteousness,
Do not let the devil with his deceptive light, crawl into my heart;

Nor let him draw my life to evil and corruption;



Sanctify my life, that my days would be counted as Your days, O my
Savior;

Give me Your grace; clothe me with Your righteousness; Grant me Your
peace.

+ Let me seek You, to find You for me;

Let me meditate in You, saying: “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is
mine”;

Turn my earthen vessel into a pure crystal one;

Let Your image transfigure in me; and Your splendor reflect on me;

Let my depths be satisfied by You, not to seek anyone else;

Be my light, glory, satiety, and riches;

Let me find in You my comfort and happiness.

+ Destroy every idol in me;
Remove every abomination and defilement from my depths;
Turn my heart into a holy altar for You;
Let the sound of joyful shouts be heard in me;
Let a sweet fragrance of incense ascend from my depths;
Be glorified in me by the works of Your grace;
Open up the doors of paradise before my heart;

Dwell in me; and let me dwell in You, O my heart’s desire.




CHAPTER 16

THE DECLINATION OF ASA IN HIS LAST DAYS

Asa prospered in his relationship with God, whether in confronting the enemies,
when he, confessing that he is without power; relied on the Lord his God, and
conquered his enemies. He prospered in oppressing the idol-; worship, cleansing
the land, and re-establishing the worship of the Lord everywhere. Yet he resorted
to the half-solutions in dealings with the cities which he took from Israel, leaning
upon the human wisdom in pride and haughtiness, to gain them on his side;

being said: “But the high places were not removed from Israel” (15: 17).

God gave him many chances to repent, of which he did not benefit, but misused.

Of those chances are:

1- God allowed Baasha king of Israel to come up against Judah to build
Ramah; to let no one go out or come in to Asa; by which he probably
prepared for war against Judah. Instead of resorting to God with the spirit
of repentance and attachment to Him, he resorted to the king of Aram to
support him, and to break his treaty with Israel.

2- God gave him a second chance to reconsider himself; He sent to him
Hanani the seer to rebuke him, and to confirm to him that, by his wrong
behavior, he lost the conquest over both Israel and Aram, and to remind
him of the conquest he previously had on Zerah the Ethiopian with his
huge army. But Asa did not listen to the seer but insulted him and put him
in prison.

3- God gave him a third chance through a serious malady that confined him

to bed, the way he confined to the seer to prison. But instead of



repentance and raising his heart to God, he got his heart lower to earth to
dig a tomb that befits his alleged honor, to accommodate his dead body,
that the spices whatever their kind and cost would never be able to keep

from corruption.

This chapter calls us first not to depend upon our good past; for man may live his
youth sanctified to the Lord; but in his old age he may get haughty and slothful,
and would not listen to the Lord. And secondly to respond to the continuous call
of God, in different ways, to return to Him and to get attached to Him through

repentance.

+ Until when will you disobey Christ who calls you to His heavenly kingdom?
... This is the time for repentance; while there will be the time for reward
.... This is the time for labor; while there will be the time for the wages; ...

This is the time for perseverance, while there will be the time for comfort.

+ When you get preoccupied with a certain sin, Accuse yourself (Proverb

18: 17), and do not wait for others to accuse you. You will then be like

someone who accuses himself in his first appearance before the judge.

(St. Basil the Great)

This chapter, ending the history of king Asa, unfortunately does not tell good

news about his last days, like what we saw at the beginning of his reign.

1- Afoolish treaty between Asa and Ben-Hadad king of Aram 1-6
2- God rebukes Asa on the tongue of Hanani the seer 7-9
3- Asa gets offended by what the seer told him 10

4- Asa’s sickness and death 11 -

14



1- AFOOLISH TREATY BETWEEN ASA AND BEN_HADAD KING OF
ARAM:

“In the thirty-sixth year of the reign of Asa, Baasha king of
Israel came up against Judah and built Ramah, that he might let none go out or

come in to Asa king of Judah” (1)

According to some the “thirty-six year” here refers to the thirty-sixth year since
the division of the kingdom, namely directly after the death of king Solomon. It
will then be the year 986 BC, conforming to what came in 1 Kings 16: 6-8; For
Asa lived ten years in peace (14: 1). However according to the historian

Josephus, the year is written wrong; for it is the twenty-sixth year, and not the

thirty-sixth year.

Baasha king of Israel built Ramah, that he might let none go out or come in to
Asa king of Judah (1), to keep his people from joining him, and losing more cities
to Judah; He might had the intention to enter into war against Judah. According
to some, what Baasha did was allowed by God to chasten Asa for not repenting,
and for his negligence to remove the high places in the cities of Israel which
submitted to him (15: 17).

“Then Asa brought silver and gold from the treasuries of the
house of the Lord and of the king’s house, and sent to Ben-Hadad king of Syria,

who dwelt in Damascus, saying” (2)

Here it shows how deep Asa went down, that when Baasha came out against
Judah, Instead of seeking the counsel of God, the way he did when he was

attacked by Zerah the Ethiopian; he, in fear and disturbance, he brought silver
and gold from the treasuries of the house of the Lord and of the king’s house,

and sent it to Ben-Hadad king of Aram (Syria) to break his treaty with Baasha



king of Israel;; and instead of trusting in the Almighty God, he intended to break

that treaty by human ways.

Asa, who trusted in God when Zerah the Ethiopian attacked him, is now
disturbed by Baasha king of Israel. And instead of resorting to God, he resorted
to the king of Aram to help him against Israel. His human plan succeeded for
some time, for once Ben-Haded got the silver and gold, brought from the house
of the Lord, he broke his treaty with Baasha, finding in it a chance to strike the

cities of Ephraim.

The heart of Asa was not faithful to God nor upright; but divided between a day
for the Lord, and a day for trusting in human arm. He entered into a series of

sins, each one led to another::

1- This fault did not come all of a sudden, but came as a fruit of his
slothfulness; having — as we said — resorted to half solutions in his
dealings with the cities he took from Israel; trusting in the human wisdom,
in an attempt to gain their trust; as it is written: “The high places were not
removed from Israel” (15: 17).

2- Trusting in human wisdom, made him disregard seeking the Lord’s
counsel when Baasha king of Israel attacked him; the way he did when
Zerah the Ethiopian attacked him at the beginning of his reign,

3- He did wrong by his foolish treaty with the pagan king; For if he followed
his father’s lead he would have made instead a covenant with God.

4- He did not consider the honor and peace of his brethren the people of
Israel. He could have dealt with the situation in another way to avoid
making a treaty with a pagan king against his brethren; and opening the
door before him to have a place in Israel, and eventually be a source of

disturbance to Judah in the future.



5- He used the bribe to let Ben-Hadad break his treaty with Baasha king of
Israel; something that contradict with honor and traditional relationship
between nations and kings.

6- What made his sin worse, was that Asa took the silver and gold from the
house of the Lord; for the sake of a worldly purpose. It was more befitting
of him to raise prayers and supplications to the Lord in His house; in order
to enter into a friendship with God, which would not cost him what he paid
to Ben-Hadad.

7- Asa became responsible before God for the blood that Benhadad shed in

Israel; and for the spoils he robbed thereof (14).

“Let there be a treaty between you and me, as there was
between my father and your father. Here | have sent you silver and gold, come
break your treaty with Baasha king of

Israel, so that he will withdraw from me” (3)

“So Ben-Hadad heeded king Asa, and sent the captains of
his armies against the cities of Israel. They attacked ljon, Dan, Abel
Maim, and all the storage cities of Naphtali” (4)

“Now it happened when Baasha heard it, that he stopped
building Ramah and ceased his work” (5)

“Then king Asa took all Judah, and they carried away the
stones and timber of Ramah, which Baasha had used for building,
and with them he built Geba and Mizpah” (6)

When Baasha stopped building Ramah, Asa carried away the stones and timber
of Ramah, which Baasha used for building, and with them he built Geba, two
miles and a half East of Ramah, and Mizpah the same distance North of Ramabh;

to be secure from Israel.

2- GOD REBUKES ASA ON THE TONGUE OF HANANI THE SEER:



“And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of
Judah, and said to him,: ‘Because you have relied on the king of
Syria, and have not relied on the Lord your God,

therefore the army of the king of Syria has escaped from

your hand” (7)

Asa assumed that he acted wisely, and that his plan was completely successful;
for Baasha ceased to build Ramah; and on another aspect, he increased the
territory of Judah, and its security from Israel. Many among the leaders and the
people of Judah might have commended him for his wisdom and good policy; Yet
God, being displeased, He sent to him Hanani the seer to exhort him to return to

Him with repentance.

Hanani the seer: The father of Jehu, another prophet about whom we read in 1
kings 16: 1; 2 Chronicles 19: 2.

We noticed many faults in the alliance of Asa with Ben-Hadad; but the worst of
them as revealed by the seer was relying upon the king of Aram, and not on the
Lord his God. Asa probably assumed that God is either incapable of giving him
conquest, or not wishing him to have it. He lost his trust in God, and resorted to
Ben-Hadad to save him. That is why the prophet told the king clearly that his
action was foolish, for he leaned on a broken stitch which pierces the hand,

instead of relying on God the Rock of Ages.

Relying upon Ben-Hadad king of Aram saved the latter from the army of Asa. If
Asa cried out to the Lord as he did before when Zerah the Ethiopian attacked
him; the king of Aram, being an ally of Baasha king of Israel, would have fought
against Asa; and would have fallen, together with Baasha in Asa’s hand.



Contrary to his grandfather David, who humbled himself before the prophetic
word (12: 6); Asa stretched his hand with harm against the prophet; and became
the first king of Judah to do such a thing.; for which the Lord chastened him.

“Were the Ethiopians and the Lubim not a huge army with
very many chariots and horsemen? Yet because you relied on the

Lord, He delivered them into your hand” (8)

The prophet said to the king that it was befitting of him, more than any one else,
to trust in God, on account of his past experience in his battle against the
Ethiopians, in how God saved him against such a huge army, with such

enormous military equipments (14: 9-15).

It is befitting of us in our afflictions to remember God’s past dealings with us and
with our fathers in similar situations; and that our Lord is the same yesterday,

today, tomorrow, and forever. So why shouldn’t we trust on Him?!

“For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole
earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is
loyal to Him. In this you have done foolishly;

therefore, from now on you shall have wars” (9)

In his foolishness, Asa lost his peace with God; and heard the prophetic voice,
saying: “From now on you will have wars against you”.. Man often sins by trusting
on the human arm to save him from affliction, to end up reaping a perpetual
anxiety; and come to have God Himself against him; entering into unceasing

wars.

Asa surely knew that the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole
earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him;

which means:



a- Knowing for sure that the Almighty God of the whole world, His
mercy is without limits; How would we trust in the creatures and not
in the Creator?. God’s eyes run to and fro throughout the whole
earth; and nothing will escape them. ... Seeing the Savior as such,
St. John said: “I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and
of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a
lamb as though it had been slain; having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth”
(Revelation 5: 6).

b- God shepherds His people when their hearts are completely toward
Him, rely on Him, and trust in Him. He manages all things for their
salvation, because of His amazing love for those who believe in
Him, and are faithful in their relation with Him (Isaiah 45: 4;
Ephesians 1: 22).

c- Those with upright hearts before God, have complete trust in His
protection. Lack of trust in God reveals that we are far from Him,

our despair in dealing with Him, and relying on human arm.

Can anyone marvel at the power of the divine mind to stretch to every part
of the world, run to and fro here and there; control everything, and judges
everything, being omnipresent; if the human mind, even though confined
in a heavy mortal body; that hinders it, has the power and the ability of

wandering with no obstacle?!

(Lactantius)

3- ASA GETS OFFENDED BY WHAT THE SEE TOLD HIM:



“Then Asa was angry with the seer, and put him in prison, for
he was enraged by him because of this. And Asa oppressed some
of the people at that time” (10)

Asa’s heart was not complete before God, as proclaimed by Hanani the seer (7-
10). Despite his past experience all those years, and his walking in the way of
perfection; he was slothful in not removing the high places in the land that
became submitted to him, counting that it is good enough to return to God. This
slothfulness led to a more serious one, when he delivered the silver and the gold
of the house of the Lord to the king of Syria to break his treaty with Israel. And
when Hanani the seer came to warn him against that perversion, he put him in

prison.

Asa became an enemy against the Word of God in the person who bore it (the
prophet Hanani). And when his behavior brought sorrow to some of his people,
he oppressed them.

5- ASA’S ILLNESS AND DEATH:

Asa did not endure God’s rebuke to him on the tongue of His prophet; even
though he knows for sure that what the prophet said was coming from the Lord
Himself, and that it was a just rebuke to motivate him to return to God, and to
show remorse for his wrong deeds. But in the pride of his heart, instead of
repentance, he added to his fault a greater evil, his arrogance, stubbornness,

and rejection of wise counsel of the man of God..

Not enduring any objection to his foolish behavior, he fell into anger, to stand, not
against the prophet, but before the face of God Himself. Then, turning his anger

into a desire for revenge, he put the prophet in prison as an evil doer.



“And Asa oppressed some of the people at that time” (10). Probably because
they attempted to intervene to set the prophet free; or they served the prophet
while he was in prison. The king turned from a servant of his people into a
stubborn tyrant.

“Note that the acts of Asa, first and last, are indeed written in
the book of the kings of Judah and Israel” (11)

“And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became
diseased in his feet, and his malady was very severe; yet in his
disease he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians” (12)

Although God allowed for Asa to get ill, because he did not listen to Hanani the
seer; he was committed to return by repentance to God to heel him.; “Come, and
let us return to the Lord; for He has torn, but He will heel us; He has stricken, but
He will bind us up” (Hosea 6: 1). But instead of returning to the Lord, the

Physician of the souls and the bodies, he sought the mortal physicians (12).

For the sake of his faithfulness all that time, God allowed for his chastisement, he
was afflicted by being diseased in his feet for two years; and the malady was
very severe; yet Asa did not forsake his euvil.

Having put the seer in prison, God chastened him by confining him to bed, with a
malady in his feet; to let him feel his weakness and helplessness. He did not
shackle him with seen chains, but with malady. He lost his fellowship with God,
rejected the divine commandment, and became angry on the man of God, and

on the true believers. And in his malady he did not return to God with repentance.

It so seems that an extremely abhorrent smell came out from his feet, despite the
fragrance of the spices with which they filled his bed; yet those spices could not

take away his corrupt smell before the Lord.



The king was afflicted by a very painful malady in his feet, probably ‘Gout’. As he
put the prophet’s feet in the stocks of the prison, his sins put him in the stocks of
the severe malady that confined him motionless to bed; to provoke him to
recognize his sin, and to return to the Lord. But arrogantly and stubbornly he did
not seek the Lord, but the physicians. There was no harm in seeking the
physicians, but he should first seek mercy from the Lord; who could heel him
through the human physicians and their medications. For it is God who created
the herbs for treatment; and who give the understanding and knowledge to the
physicians to serve humans through their specializations. But not in arrogance

and stubbornness against God, and a disregard of, and not trusting in His grace..

The physicians whom he sought were most probably pagan aliens who used

magic and sorcery, not science and knowledge.

Joshua the son of Sirach, who was said to be a physician himself, wrote a
magnificent essay about “Medicine and physicians”, saying:

Honor physicians for their services, for it is the Lord who created them;

For, although their gift of healing comes from the Most High; the
physicians are rewarded by the king;

The skill of the physicians makes them distinguished

And in the presence of the great they are admired;;

The Lord created medicines out of the earth; and the sensible will not
despise them;

Was not water made sweet with a tree (Exodus 15: 25); by which God'’s
power might be known?

And He gave skill to human beings that He might be glorified in His
marvelous works?

By medications the physician heels, and takes away pain;.

God’s works will never be finished, and from Him health spreads over all
the earth;



My child, when you are ill, do not delay; but pray to the Lord, and He will
heal you;

Give up your faults, use your hands rightly, and cleanse your heart from all
sins;.

Offer a sweet-fragrant sacrifice, and a memorial portion of choice flour;
and pour oil on your offering, as much as you can afford;

Then give the physician his place; for the Lord created him. Do not let him
leave you, for you need him.

There may come a time when recovery lies in the hands of physicians;

For they too pray to the Lord to grant them success in diagnosis, and in
healing, for the sake of preserving life;

He who sins against his Maker, will be defiant toward the physician.

(Sirach 38: 1 - 15)

+ Every skill is a gift from God; not to consummate a lack in nature ... We
are told that we are dust, and to dust we shall return; We are clothed with
a body prone to suffering and death; and to illness because of sin;... Yet
we are given the science of medicine as a gift from God to heel us even to

a little extent.

(Father Ambroseaster)

+ God gave the earth and its herbs for the sake of healing the body; and
gave His command to treat the body made of dust by things taken from
dust (the herbs) ... Once man fell out of paradise, he instantly came under
the ailments of the body ... That is why God granted medicine to the world

for the sake of its comfort, healing, and care of the body; and allowed



those who cannot deliver themselves completely into the hands of God to

use them.

(St. Maccari the Gret)

+ The art of medicine is not contrary to godliness; yet it should be used with
the fear of God.

(Father Parsnovius)

“So Asa rested with his fathers; he died in the forty-first year
of his reign” (13)

“They buried him in his own tomb, which he had made for
himself in the city of David, and they laid him in the bed which was
filled with spices and various ingredients prepared

in a mixture of ointments. They made a very great burning
for him” (14)

According to some, Asa, with his stand against God, in his pride and arrogance
he dug his own tomb, and planned an awesome funeral for himself. .... The
people probably, remembering what he has previously done of godly
achievements for so many years, cared to give him a very great burning with
spices, which they practiced with great reverence; considering what he has done
lately as human weaknesses and little faults.




AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 16

GRANT ME AN UPRIGHT HEART AND A HOLY WILL
TO TRUST IN YOU AND TO CONQUOR BY YOU

+ The heart of the man of reform Asa king of Judah was shaken;
In his last days his heart was divided and he lost his uprightness;
He assumed that he could give an hour to God and an hour to the world;
His holy will got corrupted, and he lost the holiness of his mind;
He fell onto a series of sins;

And came to be a toy in the devil's hands.

+ Pride entered into him, and he thought of himself as wise;
He no longer sought the counsel of God; nor trust in Him;
He was slothful to sanctify the cities he took from Israel;
For the sake of gaining favor in the eyes of their inhabitants;
By that he lost God’s support for himself;
God allowed for the king of Israel to come against him;
To provoke him to return to Him with repentance;
And to have back the holiness of his will and mind;

But he did not heed the voice of the temptation that dwelt upon him.

+ He robbed the silver and gold of the house of the Lord, and of the
treasuries of his own house;

To seduce the king of Aram to break his treaty with his ally the king of
Israel;

He temporarily succeeded in his human effort devoid of the grace of God;

The king of Israel collapsed before him for some time;

And Asa widened the territories of Judah, and built strongholds;



well;

God sent to him the prophet Hanani to call him to repent;
But he grew more arrogant, insulted the prophet and put him in prison;

Some of his own people, attempting to advise him, he oppressed them as

He assumed that he had the ability, the wisdom, and the good judgment;

And nobody could confront him or question his decisions.

God allowed for him to go through the temptation of illness;
His malady got so severe to confine him to his bed;

But instead of returning to God with repentance;

He resorted to the magicians seeking cure;

Feeling that he was near death, he dug a tomb for himself;
He did not raise his heart to God to ask forgiveness;

But descended with his mind down to earth to prepare a place for his

corpse.

Grant me, O Lord, a faithful and upright heart as that of David;

That perpetually sought You, and did Your pleasure;

Sanctify the mind You gave me;

Let it be perpetually preoccupied with You;

Sanctify my will by Your grace, to be in harmony with Your will;

Sanctify me completely, and let me lean on you in all my affairs;

Raise my thoughts up to Your heavens;

So as not to dig a tomb for myself, to contain the smell of my corruption.




THE SPIRITUAL REFORM IN THE ERA OF
JEHOSHAPHAT

(Chapters 17 to 20)

This section records for us the second period of reform; which was even greater

than those of Asa.

Jehoshaphat meaning (Jehovah judges) was one of the favorite kings of the
book of the chronicle; portrayed as a zealous king on the righteousness of God,
sought His ways, and cared for keeping His commandments. Hence he was
successful and honored in the eyes of the other nations. He cared for the peace

and prosperity of his people (17: 2, 12-13).

Jehoshaphat the son of Asa has been a good tool in God’s hand to work in the
midst of His people; and one of the greatest reformers in Judah, together with
Hezekiah and Josiah

Of his negative and positive reforms are:

1- He removed the high places and the wooden images from Judah (6)

2- He spread the teachings in all the cities of Judah (7-9), concentrating on
the law of God (9)

3- He cared for fortifying the cities of Judah (12); and strengthening the army
(13)

4- He cared for the justice in all the cities of Judah (19: 5-7)

5- He cared for the judgment concerning the Lord (19: 8-10)

CHAPTER 17



LIFE AND REIGN OF KING JEHOSHAPHAT

All what came in this chapter did not come in the other books. Jehoshaphat was a
partner in reigning during the three final years of his father Asa, whose feet were
severely afflicted. During those years, he probably perceived the fault of his father’s

deed in putting the prophet who rebuked him in prison.

Jehoshaphat was one of the three prominent kings of Judah; and it could be said that he
was the best king of Judah since the departure of king David. He was a good man, son

of a good man. The grace ran in his royal blood at that time.

Blessed is the good father who begets a good son; And blessed is the good son from a
good father; or let us say blessed is a kingdom on the throne of which sat two wise kings

like Asa and his son Jehoshaphat.
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1- JEHOSHAPHAT SITS ON THE THRONE, AND ESTABLISHES HIS KINGDOM:

“Then Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place and

strengthened himself against Israel” (1)



Once Jehoshaphat sat on the throne, he started by concentrating on keeping the
corruption from infiltrating from Israel to Judah. On the military side, he cared for
fortifying the cities, and the hand of the Lord was with him. The reason why he
cared for this side was that Ahab king of Israel was a man of war who has been a
king for three years, while Judah was passing through a condition of weakness
and confusion in the last days of Asa’s reign. The kingdom of Israel probably
started to terrify Judah; which motivated Jehoshaphat to strengthen the army.
Yet he was wise and prudent, and not a lover of shedding blood, particularly that
of his brethren in Israel, the Northern kingdom; and, unlike his father, he did not

seek an alliance with Aram against Israel.

It is good that he fortified his kingdom against any probable attack from the
Northern kingdom; but what is better is that he also walked, since the beginning
of his reign in the way of his good father, according to the mind of God, who
established the kingdom in his hand; and all Judah gave him presents.

Ahab king of Israel hastened to show friendship toward Judah, and sought to
make alliance; yet on account of his corruption and perversion from faith in the
living God, his friendship was more dangerous to Judah than the enmity of the

adversary nations around.

“And he placed troops in all the fortified cities of Judah, and
set garrisons in the land of Judah and in the cities of Ephraim which
Asa his father had taken” (2)

2- THE GODLINESS OF JEHOSHAPHAT AND KEEPING THE
COMMANDMENTS OF GOD:

“Now the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in

the former ways of his father David; he did not seek the Baals” (3)



In some versions it is said: “He walked in the former ways of his father David”
which was not said except about few of the kings (1 kings 15: 3-11; 2 kings 14: 3,
16: 2; 18: 3). The life of David became a measuring rod for the kings of Judah.
As to saying “the former ways”, it refers to David’s ways before his fall into the sin
concerning Uriah the Hittite and his wife Bathsheba, which was a dark spot in his
history (1 kings 15: 5). Yet, in the Septuagint version David was not mentioned;
but just “in the former ways of his father”, which, according to some most
probably refers to his father Asa at the start of his reign, when he walked

uprightly in the Lord.

“He did not seek the Baals”, Each of the surrounding nations had its own Baal

to worship; But Jehoshaphat had no relationship with the worship of Baal.

“But sought the God of his father, and walked in His

commandments, and not according to the acts of Israel” (4)

Jehoshaphat, not only held fast to the worship of the living God of his father, but
he walked as well in His commandments, and not like Israel that mixed between
the worship of the living God and the pagan worship; and did not keep the divine
commandment. That is why, despite keeping friendship with Israel, Jehoshaphat
did not have a fellowship in its perverted worship, and its rejection of the divine

commandment.
+ How can we do everything for the glory of God?

If we do everything according to the commandments of God; and we do

not seek the commendation of men.

(St. Basil the Great)



+ It is not enough to keep the commandments, but we need to do that

uprightly and diligently.

+ As the reward here, and the strength granted by the Spirit are greater and
richer, our virtues should be greater as well. For He did not promise us a
land that flows with milk and honey; nor comfort all our time, nor a
multitude of children, nor the blessing of wheat, wine, sheep, and flocks;
but promised us to have the heaven and the heavenlies, the adoption, the
brotherhood of the only begotten Son, the fellowship of inheritance with
Him, to be glorified with Him and to reign together with Him; and so forth
of the uncountable rewards. As to our enjoyment of a greater reward,
listen to what the apostle Paul say: “There is therefore now, no
condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death”
(Romans 8: 1-2)

(St. John Chrysostom)

“Therefore the Lord established the kingdom in his hand;
and all Judah gave presents to Jehoshaphat, and he had riches and honor in

abundance” (5)

As Jehoshaphat sought the glory and righteousness of the Lord, together with
godliness, God granted him riches and honor. The Lord Christ says: “Seek first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you” (Matthew 6: 33; Luke 12: 31).

+ God’s kingdom and righteousness are the bread that we should seek and

aim to in all our works; Yet, as we strive in this life as soldiers seeking the



kingdom of God, we also need the necessities of life; hence the Lord says:
“all these things shall be added to you”; but, “Seek first the kingdom of

God and His righteousness”.

By saying “first”, he refers to our right to seek these things, but not “first”,
For we should seek the kingdom of God as our ultimate goal; but the
necessities of life we seek as necessities we need to be able to reach the

goal we seek.

(St. Augustine)

“And his heart took delight in the ways of the Lord. Moreover
he removed the high places and the wooden images from Judah” (6)

“His heart took delight in the ways of the Lord”. mean he raised his heart with
faithfulness to God, that his behavior came to be in harmony with his worship of
God; Raising the heart refers to joy and exultation of the heart with the Lord, His

worship, and His ministry with every zeal and activity.

He was like Jacob who, seeing the ladder coming down from heaven, he set forth

with diligence toward the land of the East (Genesis 29).

His heart was raised in the ways of God , that all the snares of the enemy would
not be able to catch him, nor the difficulties to hinder his work. The wise Solomon
says: “He who observes the wind will not sow; and he who regards the clouds will
not reap” (Ecclesiastes 11: 4). Jehoshaphat walked with the spirit of challenge
against the devil. His hosts, tricks, and plans; for he trusted in the Lord his God,

who raised his heart from the dust, and granted him the spirit of strength.



On the positive aspect, he raised his heart and was strengthened; and on the
negative aspect he removed the high places and the wooden images from Judah
(6); about which it was written: “What profit is the image, that its maker should
carve it. The molded image is a teacher of lies, that the maker of its mold should

trust in it, to make mute idols?” (Habakkuk 2: 18)

By removing every trace of the pagan worship, he gave the chance to his leaders
to teach in the cities of Judah, together with the Levites (7-8). He started by
destroying the source of seduction and lies, to pave the way tfor the true

teaching.

Jehoshaphat started by strengthening the army and fortifying the cities; then by
raising his heart to work with diligence to remove the teachings of lies (the pagan
worship); then followed up by sending the teachers of the truth, to help everyone
to receive the divine light. But unfortunately, the people apostatized to the pagan
practices; for the reforms did not touch their hearts and conscience.

3- JEHOSHAPHAT CARES FOR TEACHING AND WORSHIP OF GOD:

The book mentions here that he cared for strengthening the army, not only in
Jerusalem but also in all the fortified cities of Judah. But, between the lines we
see how Jehoshaphat wisely spent the first three years of his reign, or a little
less, preparing another army, namely training the Levites and others, and
encouraging them to teach; For he would not be able to send the leaders and the
Levites to teach in the cities of Judah (7-9), without preparing civil and spiritual
leaders. Jehoshaphat cared for teaching to be able to deal with his people, not
through blind obedience without understanding, but through true knowledge. He
did not intend to lead them blindfolded, to hinder his efforts of teaching and
reform, but as rational creation, that recognize the truth, and increase in

knowledge and wisdom.



As the Lord Christ chose twelve apostles and seventy disciples to minister and
testify to the true gospel; it is likewise befitting of the church to follow the lead of
her Groom, and plant the spirit of teaching and the true knowledge in the
believers, under the leadership of His Holy Spirit.

“And in the third year of his reign he sent his leaders: Ben-
Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethaneel, and Mechaiah, to teach in the cities of
Judah” (7)

By joining the civil leadership with the Levites, Jehoshaphat intended to let the
people perceive that the State laws conform to, and do not contradict with the
divine commandment. In a commentary, the historian Josephus says: [Now in the
third year of his reign, the king called the leaders and the Levites to go
throughout the land to teach the people, a city after city, the law of Moses, to
keep it, and to strive in worshipping God. That immensely pleased the multitude;

who were now only preoccupied with keeping the divine law.

+ Being entrusted to preach the Lord Jesus Christ, it is befitting of me not to
add to it or subtract from it; for it is committed to me according to the
commandment of God our Savior (Titus 1: 3). It is not within my authority
to flee from it; either do it or be punished; which is obvious in saying: “for
necessity is laid upon me; yes, owe is me if I do not preach the gospel” (1
Corinthians 9: 16). Frankly and openly before all, | proclaim that whoever
is entrusted to lead the church, and get the honor of the position of a
bishop, will be condemned if he does not teach the congregation what

they should do. The laic is, however, not under such a commitment.

+ Meditate in how the Lord Christ proved His words by His deeds; saying:
“Learn from Me for | am gentle and lowly in heart” (Matthew 11: 29).
Teaching men to be poor, He proved it by his example; for: “The Son of

Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Matthew 8: 20). And exhorting them to



love their enemies; He gave the example on the cross when He prayed for

the sake of His crucifiers.

He said: “If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him
have your cloak also” (Matthew 5: 40). Now, He did not only give away His
clothes, but His blood as well. By such examples He instructed the others
to teach; hence the apostle Paul says: “Follow my example” (Philippians 3:
17); for nothing is more lowly than to teach your philosophy only by words,
which is the way of a hypocrite. Hence the apostles taught first by their
behavior, then by their words. ... It is not wrong to talk about the passion
of Christ as work; for by them He consummated a great and amazing
work; He destroyed death, and presented to us many things He did for our

sake,

Christ exhorts us to be like a lamp to give the light of teaching to others.

(St. John Chrysostom)

“And with them he sent Levites: Shemaiah, Nethaniah,

Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and

Tobadonijjah — the Levites; and with them

Elishamah and Jehoram the priests” (8)

For the teaching to be integral, Jehoshaphat used three categories of teachers:

1- The priests to teach the divine law and commandments.

2- The Levites to teach the rites, the statutes, and the songs of praise.

3- The leaders to teach the civil laws, and to punish those who disregard

them.



“So they taught in Judah, and had the Book of the Law of the
Lord with them; they went throughout all the cities of Judah and

taught the people” (9)

Jehoshaphat did not stop at separating himself from evil, but had it in his heart to
set what is good, which would not be possible to realize in the people’s life
without teaching them the Word of God and the law everywhere.. Teaching was
of prominent importance to the priests and the Levites; for the worship and the
offerings should be done with understanding, perception, and knowledge. Most
probably, teaching was idle during the periods of spiritual weakness. The way
Moses, representing teaching and Aaron representing worship worked together,
it is befitting of us not to separate one from the other in all the generations

“They had the book of the law of the Lord with them”, so as not to teach
according to the words of men.. The teachers spread allover the cities and
villages of Judah, to confirm that the Word of God is the way of the sound reform.
The Levites did not draw their authority to teach from being assigned by the king,
but rather from the book of the law of the Lord (9); probably the book which was
discovered in the temple in the days of king Josiah (2 Kings 22).

At the time after the return from captivity, Ezra the scribe cared for the teaching
according to the law of God (Nehemiah 8).

The teaching was not confined to the rites of practicing the worship and praise,
but extended to keeping the law as well.

In the second century AD we see how much the church cared to establish the

rank of deacons to carry on the same role of the Levites, namely teaching.

+ By little verses the Holy Book plants the divine wisdom in everyone
interested; and one verse presented to those who receive it, often becomes a

source of ration enough for the whole life.



It is of great benefit to read the Holy Book; It gives wisdom to the soul,
directs the spirit up to heaven, directs man to thanksgiving, annul the
desire for earthly things, and lets our minds ponder continuously in the
other world.

The Holy Book was given for this very purpose, to make man perfect by it;
without which he would not be. According to the apostle Paul:: You have
the Holy Books instead of me; if you wish to learn something read them. If
that was what he instructed his disciple Timothy, who is filled of the Holy

Spirit to do; How much more would we be?!

The seed of the gospel is the tiniest of all seeds; for although the disciples
were more humble than anyone else, yet they bore a great power, that

helped them to preach in the whole world.

A single word of the divine books may be more active than fire; It can

smoothen the cruel hearts, and prepare them for every good work.



4- JEHOSHAPHAT'S IMPACT ON THE SURROUNDING NATIONS:

“And the fear of the Lord fell on all the kingdoms of the lands
that were around Judah, so that they did not make war against
Jehoshaphat” (10)

As a result of his attachment to God, and keeping His Holy Word, God gave the
king and all his country an awe (the awe of the Lord) before the surrounding
nations; and the more prosperity, and honor God gave him, the more his heart
was raised toward the way of the Lord.

“Also some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents
and silver as tribute and the Arabians brought him flocks, seven
thousand seven hundred rams, and seven

thousand seven hundred male goats” (11)

The Philistines who were enemies to the Jews in the days of David changed their
attitude, and sent presents and silver as a tribute to Jehoshaphat, and to gain his
friendship; For “When a man’s ways please the Lord, He makes even the
enemies to be at peace with him” (Proverb 16: 7).

5- JEHOSHAPHAT’'S MILITARY MIGHT:



“So Jehoshaphat became increasingly powerful; and he built
fortresses and storage cities in Judah” (12)

“He had much property in the cities of Judah; and the men of
war, mighty men of valor, were in Jerusalem” (13)

“These are their numbers, according to their fathers’ houses:
Of Judah, the captain, and with him three hundred thousand mighty
men of valor” (14)

“And next to him was Jehohanan the captain, and with him
two hundred and eighty thousand” (15)

“And next to him was Amasiah the son of Zichri, who
willingly offered himself to the Lord, and with him two hundred

thousand mighty men of valor” (16)

He mentioned here five military leaders, three from Judah and two from
Benjamin.

How beautiful and amazing, describing the leader ‘Amasiah the son of Zichri as
“willingly offered himself to the Lord” (16); he was not only working under the
king, but he counted himself as a (deputy) of the Lord to glorify Him by his
position. He was the most prominent among all the military leaders in his care for
worship. He accepted his leadership not for the sake of honor, authority, or
benefit, but to glorify God, whom he served, together with hid country, with good
conscience. Amasiah offered nothing to the Lord, other than his soul and heart;
according to the words of Solomon: “My son, give Me your heart, and let your

eyes observe My ways” (Proverb 23: 26).

The most the Lord seeks from us is the heart. In the Old Testament He gave us
the law engraved on stone; in the hope that our stony hearts would pick
something up from the divine law; or that the law would leave its fingerprints on
our hearts: “I will put My laws in their minds and write them on their hearts”
(Hebrews 8: 10); Hence the priest in the Holy Liturgy cries out, saying: [Lift up



your hearts], to which the congregation respond, saying: [We have them with the
Lord].

+ Inside you, is either the knowledge of the truth or ignorance; gladness by
having the virtue, or sorrow for having iniquity. By that we prepare our hearts,

either for the kingdom of Christ, or for that of the devil.

(Father Moses)

+ If you do not give your soul, you will lose it. If someone intends to sell you

something, he would say to you: ‘Give me your gold’, ‘give me your silver’, or

‘give me your bronze’.
Now, listen to what love says to you, uttered through the mouth of wisdom,
It says: “My son, give me your heart”. ... What will give her? ... “Your
heart’ ... Your heart was evil when it was with you, when you kept it for
yourself; when you walked along the way of the evil desires of destructive
kind of love.... Now, keep your heart far from all this.... Where will you
draw it? Where will you put it?... Wisdom says: “My son, give me your

heart; make it mine, so as not to lose it..

(St. Augustine)

“Of Benjamin: Eliada a mighty man of valor, and with him
two hundred thousand men armed with bow and shield” (17)
“And next to him was Jehozabad, and with him one hundred

and eighty thousand prepared for war” (18)



Under those five, the number of warriors reached 1,160,000 mighty men of valor;
a huge number compared to the area of Judah and Benjamin. The secret of the

increase of their number almost to double what was in the days of Asa, was:

a- God promised Abraham that his descendants will be as the stars in
heaven and the sand of the sea

b- There was a long period of peace during which no one was killed.

c- With the great movement of reform, Jerusalem most probably increased
considerably in area.

d- Many have come from Israel to join the kingdom of Judah (15: 19).

e- The main factor in the increase of the number was the blessing of the

Lord that dwelt upon Jehoshaphat, that gave him success in everything he did.

“These served the king, besides those whom the king put in
the fortified cities throughout all Judah” (19)

The soldiers most probably lived in their own cities and villages, doing their
regular activities; and were called every now and then to have military training.
The leaders served in the state affairs as personnel of the royal court, as
secretaries of state or counselors of the king.

Finally, the secret of the awe of the army in the eyes of the surrounding nations
was not the great number of warriors, but the awe given to them by God,
together with success, progress, and grace in the eyes of all.

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 17

YOU ARE, O LORD THE SECRET OF MY PROSPERITY



+ Let me be attached to You the way Jehoshaphat was;
To have Your hand with me, to walk in Your way, O Son of David;
By You, O King of kings, | shall feel the spirit of strength;
You set heroes out of the weak;
You will raise me up from the trash, and grant me authority

So that the hosts of darkness would have no place in me.

+ Whoever acquires You, O Lord, will be in need of nothing more;
You set Your kingdom in me;
To grant me of the flood of Your wisdom, riches, and honors;
You take away from inside me every idol | may worship;
And set me a holy temple for Yourself.

+ Jehoshaphst sent priests, Levites, and leaders;

To teach in Judah Your Holy commandments;

Open up my eyes to recognize Your secrets;

By Your Spirit, carry me to the banquet of Your commandments;

Let me delight in Your words; be satisfied with Your love, and have my
soul be filled with joy in You;

Your Holy Spirit engraves Your commandments in my heart;

Your Holy church trains me by the spirit of the truth;

You bring me forth into the deposit of heaven, to enlighten my soul.

+ You set out of my weakness an ambassador for You;
To testify to Your love, calling: ‘Reconcile yourselves with God’;
Set in my depths my fortified Jerusalem;
Train my energies, feelings, and senses;
Set out of them an army with banners;
Yes, You are the secret of my success;
Without You, my soul will collapse to dust;

By You, You give me fellowship with Your heavenly servants.



CHAPTER 18

AN ALLIANCE BETWEEN JEHOSHAPHAT AND AHAB
KING OF ISRAEL

Almost all what came in this chapter, also came in 1 kings 22, except for the
verses 1 to 3; yet the way the book of kings looks at things differs from that of the
book of the chronicles. The former cares for the episode of the prophet Micaiah
and king Ahab, while the latter cares for that of Micaiah and king Jehoshaphat,
and mentions Ahab only by the way. For it was Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and
not Ahab king of Israel, who cared for seeking the counsel of Micaiah (6-7). ...
Some of the kings of Judah used to cherish the word of God from their whole
hearts (See 12: 5-6; 15: 1-7; 16: 7-9; 19: 2-3; 20: 13-17: 24: 20; 25: 7-9; 15-16;
28: 9-11; 33: 10; 34: 22-28); contrary to the kings of Israel who did not care to
worship the living God; but tended to oppress it.

Binding himself to Ahab the evil king of Israel, distorted the image of
Jehoshaphat the good king of Judah; and brought on him many problems.
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5- The Lord saves Jehoshaphat from death in the battle

28 - 31
6- Ahab, wounded in battle, and dies
32-34

1- JEHOSHAPHAT BINDS HIMSELF TO AHAB THE EVIL KING OF
ISRAEL:

“Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance; and by

marriage he allied himself with Ahab” (1)

The serious point of weakness in the life of Jehoshaphat was giving his son
Jehoram in marriage to Attaliah the daughter of Ahab, whose biography reveals
the danger to the godly to get attached to the evildoers. Ahab was an idol-
worshipper, and an oppressor of the worship of the living God; who sold himself
to evil doing. And Ahab’s daughter was a mirror image of her mother the evil
Isabel who killed the prophets, destroyed the altars of God, and spread the

worship of Baal in Israel.

Jehoshaphat probably, falling into the trap of love of the honor and riches,
intended to give his son in marriage to the daughter of Ahab king of Israel, who
was rich and famous because of his conquests. It is wrong to set friendship on
the fame of others, with the intention of getting fame for ourselves because of our

friendship with them; or to love them based upon the love of others for them.

According to some, Jehoshaphat did that for political reasons; like his desire to
unite the two kingdom together; or Ahab probably seduced him that he is going to
make Jehoram his heir..... The union of the two kingdoms is something great; but
it had to be based on a unity of faith and of the holy life. It was wrong from
Jehoshaphat to say to Ahab: “I am as you are; and my people as your people”
(3). It was befitting of him first to seek the holiness of the life of Ahab and his



people before joining him in war; It was a baseless friendship for which

Jehoshaphat paid a high price..

What this book intends to confirm is that the serious fault committed by Asa, was
his foolish alliance with Aram (Syria); while that of Jehoshaphat was giving his
son in marriage to the daughter of Ahab, an oppressor of the divine truth. As a
result of that relationship, the Phoenician paganism entered aggressively, with all
its abominations into the kingdom of Judah; and because of that irresponsible
fault, came a time when the whole seed of David was about to perish, if it was
not for the priest Jehoiada who hid the little kid Joash in the storehouses of the
temple for as long as six years, to deliver to him the throne of David when he
reached seventeen years of age (22: 1-12). And Jehoshaphat himself was almost

killed in the battle, probably through an evil plot by Ahab..

The Holy Book and the fathers of the church often warned us against the evil
friendships. St. Augustine, at the beginning of his life, had a friendship with
Hierius — one of the famous public speakers of Rome -- for the sake of his fame,

with the intention of having a like fame.

+ What made me, O my God, present those books to Hiierius, whom | loved
even before | meet him, for the sake of his fame..
But can man love someone by merely hearing about him from someone
commending him?
At that time, | loved those commended by men, and not by You. ... For |
wished | am as famous as they were.
| confess to You that | loved that speaker, based on the love of those who
commended him, more than my love for him for his own sake; and once
they turned against him and reviled him, my love for him declined and |
lost interest in him. Although the reasons for reviling him was not

something new for him, he became to them as though another person; yet



what changed was not him, but the feelings of those who talked about

him.

O my soul! Examine yourself and see whereto you are going in case you
are driven out of your body; and who will be your companions, with whom
you will be walking for inheritance? In case they are angels of light, how
come that they did not shine on you by the ray of their beauty?!, and how
come they did not rejoice in mixing with you before your departure?! ...
But in case they are otherwise, woe to me for having their company that
distances me from my Lord! Woe to me because | was deceived by them!

Woe to me because | became a partner of the wicked by my own free will.

(The spiritual elder)

Do not corrupt the commandment of God for the sake of your friendship
with anyone. Do not go back to the city where you sinned. Do not forsake

worship, lest that would be a snare for, and offense to you.

(The blessed Abba Anthony)

Do not be disturbed to read that David counted peace as evill; for in the
gospeo you fing that there is a kind of peace rejected by Christ; who
Himself says to His disciples: “Peace | leave with you; My peace | give to
you, not as the world gives do | give you” (John 14: 27). For there is peace
that does not put a rock of offense, and another peace that does ... That is
why the prophet says: “Peace, when there is no peace” (Ezekiel 13: 10).
Let us therefore flee from the peace of the wicked, who plot against the
innocent, and gather together to afflict the righteous (Wisdom 2: 12), they
oppress the widow and crush her humility.



(St. Ambrose)

+ The intimate relationships and the close friendship will cause the soul a
great harm; hence we have to flee from them... In monasticism, it is not
allowed for a monk to have a close friend with whom he has a relationship
that may annoy the other brethren.

(St. (Mar) Ephraim the Syrian)

2- JEHOSHAPHAT JOINS AHAB IN HIS ATTEMPT TO RESTORE THE
CITY OF RAMOTH GILEAD:

“After some years he went down to visit Ahab in Samaria;
and Ahab killed sheep and oxen in abundance for him and the
people who were with him, and persuaded him

to go up with him to Ramoth Gilead” (2)

In the seventeenth year of the reign of Jehoshaphat, less than eight years since
his son married Athaliah daughter of Ahab, he went to visit Ahab in Samaria, who
killed sheep and oxen in abundance for him and the people who were with him.
In that, Jehoshaphat did not walk in his father David’'s way, who did not sit
together with the wicked, according to his words in the psalm, saying: “Blessed is
the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1: 1); and, “I have hated the
congregation of evildoers, and will not sit with wicked” (Psalm 26: 5); and “do not

eat of their delicacies” (Psalm 141: 4).



Ahab held that banquet to flatter Jehoshaphat, and to persuade him to join him in
his attempt to restore Ramoth Gilead from the king of Aram. Jehoshaphat made
that visit as a jest of friendship with Ahab; but he did not have in his mind to
make a political or military alliance against the king of Aram. Yet Ahab had his

own plans.

+ “I will not sit with the wicked” (Psalm 26: 4)... To what does sitting refer?
To that man would be one heart with those he sits with. If your heart is not
there despite being with them, you are not sitting with them; but if your
heart is there, you are sitting with them, even though you may be away

from them in flesh.

(St. Augustine)

“So
Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah: ‘Will you go with
me against Ramoth Gilead?’ And he answered him, ‘1 am as you are, and
my people as your

people; we will be with you in the war™ (3)

Ahab’s military possibilities were down; while those of Aram increased.
Jehoshaphat answered Ahab in haste, without counting the cost of having an
alliance with a king who had no relationship with God, but who even perverted to
pagan worship, and surrounded himself with a great crowd of prophets who
worshipped the calves. At that time there were no prophet of the Lord in Israel,
other than Micaiah the son of Imlah alone, who was hated by Ahab. It so seems

that Elijah at that time had retreated to the wilderness.

3- SEEKING THE COUNSEL OF THE FALSE PROPHETS:



“And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel. ‘Please inquire
for the word of the Lord today™ (4)

God granted peace to Jehoshaphat, but through binding himself to Ahab, he got
involved in a war. It so seems that, being uncomfortable for his decision, he
sought to inquire of the Lord about it.

In (1 kings 22; 2 Chronicles 20) it came that Jehoshaphat entered later into a
commercial alliance with Ahaziah the son of Ahab who replaced his father on the
throne of Israel. They sent together ships to Tarshish, for wheat and gold; but the
ships were destroyed and the goods were lost; for God would not bless such an

alliance.

It was good that Jehoshaphat inquired from God concerning entering into the
battle; but, unfortunately he did not inquire from Him concerning giving his son in
marriage to the daughter of Ahab, nor concerning going down to Samaria to visit

him..

“Then the kings of Israel gathered the prophets together,
four hundred men, and said to them, ‘Shall we go to war against
Ramoth Gilead, or shall | refrain?’. And they said,

‘Go up, for God will deliver it into the king’s hand™ (5)

4- JEHOSHAPHAT SEEKS THE COUNSEL OF A PROPHET OF THE
LORD:

“But Jehoshaphat said, ‘Is there not still a prophet of the

Lord here, that we may inquire of him?” (6)

| wonder how Jehoshaphat, the man attached to the Lord, felt when he sought to

inquire from the Lord, and Ahab brought to him four hundred prophets, no one



among them a prophet of the Lord? All were false prophets who work to the
account of the devil. He surely had a bitter soul, saying to Ahab: “Is there not still

a prophet of the Lord here, that we may inquire from him?”.

He should have refused to remain in that sitting that was to the account of the

devil; where the lord had no place..

In every era there were false prophets who opposed the divine truth to the
account of the devil. The Lord Christ says: “Then many false prophets will rise up
and deceive many” (Matthew 24: 11); “For false christs and false prophets will
arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to deceive, if possible, even the
elect” (Matthew 24: 20; Mark 13: 22); against whom the prophets and the
apostles warn us, saying: “But there were also false prophets among the people,
even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in
destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who brought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2: 1); “Beloved, do not believe every spirit,
but test the spirits, whether they are of God , because many false prophets have
gone out into the world” (1 John 4: 1); “The prophets prophesy falsely; and the
priests rule by their own power; and My people love to have it so. But what will
you do in the end?” (Jeremiah 5: 31); “Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning
the prophets who prophesy in My name, whom | did not send, and who say,
‘Sword and famine shall not be in this land’ — ‘By sword and famine those

prophets shall be consumed” (Jeremiah 14: 15)

+ Then the devil shall be loosened , and work with all his might against
Christ ... deceiving the dead senses with fantasies; and appear doing
works he actually did not do; or he will probably perform wonders to

deceive men away from the truth; assuming they are divine power.

(St. Augustine)



“So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘There is still one
man by whom we inquire of the Lord; but | hate him, because he
never prophesies good concerning me, but

always evil. He is Micaiah the son of Imla’. And Jehoshaphat
said, ‘Let not the king say such things!” (7)

“Then the king of Israel called one of his officers and said,
‘Bring Micaiah the son of Imla quickly™(8)

“And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah,
clothed in their robes, sat each on his throne; and they sat at a
threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of

Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them” (9)

The two king sat on their thrones at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; where
Ahab looked into some of the important cases. The kings of the East at that time
used to sit on makeshift thrones which they took wherever they went.

Those who sit with the scornful, will most probably fall into many faults, among

which is not caring for their duties.

Jehoshaphat sat with his royal robe, listening patiently to the lies of the false
prophets who claimed to speak in the name of God; he probably had a slight
guilty conscience in him, for feeling hatred toward those false prophets (7); But
he did not dare to chasten the false prophet who insulted and struck the true

prophet on the cheek; and did not object against putting him in prison.

Ahab used to listen to his prophets commending him with their flattering words;
and refused to encounter the true prophet, on account of that he always faithfully
warned him against faults. Here appears the danger of being surrounded by the

flatterers, like those false prophets, with their smooth talk, that give false hope.



“Now Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made horns of
iron for himself; and he said, ‘Thus says the Lord: With these you
shall gore the Syrians until they are destroyed” (10)

The horns in the Holy Book were a symbol of power; and referred to sure
conquest over the enemies (See Deuteronomy 33: 17; Psalm 44: 5; Daniel 8: 4).

As to saying: “Thus says the Lord” (10), Zedekiah, a priest of Baal intended by
the spirit of lies, to proclaim that he is sent from the true Lord. As to saying: “With
these you will gore the Syrians”; is on account of that the priests of the idols did
not just utter what they claim their gods tell them to do, but they personally had
the power and the authority to do what they personally want; and even to

provoke their gods to do as they want.

“And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, ‘Go up to
Ramoth Gilead and prosper, for the Lord will deliver it into the
king’s hands” (11)

“Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to
him, saying: ‘Now listen, the words of the prophets with one accord
encourage the king. Therefore, please let your

word be like the word of one of them, and speak

encouragement™ (12)

The messenger advised the prophet Micaiah to talk to the king the way the false
prophets did, but Micaiah rejected his advice counting it evil and vain.

“And Micaiah said, ‘As the Lord lives, whatever my God
says, that | will speak™ (13)

“Then he came to the king, and the king said to him,
‘Micaiah, Shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall |
refrain? And he said: ‘Go and orosper; and they shall be

delivered into your hand™ (14)



This was not the first time that Ahab had to call Micaiah to inquire from him; not
that he expected him to respond positively, but with some hope to hear from him
what the false prophets said; probably to convince those around him that those
false prophets are saying the truth. Micaiah used to answer with what the king
wished to hear, yet in a way that bore some kind of ridicule and despise of the
intentions of the king to hear him say, not according to the will of God but to his

own will.

“So the king said to him, ‘How many times shall | make you
swear that you tell me nothing but the truth, in the name of the
Lord?” (15)

The king knew for sure that once he makes the prophet swear to tell him nothing
but the truth, in the name of the Lord; that the prophet is committed to change his

scoffing response, and utter what the Lord truly tells him.

“Then he said, ‘I saw all Israel scattered on the mountain, as
sheep that have no shepherd. And the Lord said, ‘These have no

master. Let each return to his in peace™ (16)

The king perceived the meaning behind that proverb; according to the prophet
Moses prayer, when he asked the Lord to appoint a good leader for the people,
saying: “who may go out before them, and go in before them; who may lead them
out and bring them in, that the congregation of the Lord may not be like sheep
which have no shepherd” (Numbers 27: 17)

“And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘Did not | tell you

that he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?’ ”(17)



Ahab intended to portray before Jehoshaphat that what Micaiah utters is not from
God, but out of hatred that the prophet had against the king; hence his view was

contrary to the unanimous view of the four hundred prophets.

“Then Micaiah said, ‘Therefore, hear the word of the Lord: |
saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven

standing on His right hand and on His left” (18)

The prophet David often talked about the Lord sitting on His throne in heaven
(Psalm 9: 7; 11: 14; 456; 103: 19); And the Almighty appeared sitting on His
throne, in a vision granted to the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 6); to Daniel (Daniel 7: 9);
to Ezekiel (Ezekiel 1: 26), to Steven the martyr (Acts 7: 56); and to John the

Evangelist (Revelation 4: 2).

“And the Lord said, ‘Who will persuade Ahab king of Israel to
go up, that he may fall at Ramoth Gilead? And one spoke in this
manner, and another spoke in that manner” (19)

“Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord, and
said: ‘I will persuade him’. The Lord said to him, ‘In what way?””
(20);

In the ‘Tergom’ there is a strange view that the spirit of Naboth the Jezreelite (ss
1 kings 21) came forward from the dwelling places of the righteous and stood
before the Lord, and said: “I will persuade him”, and when the Lord asked him:
“In what way?”, he answered: “I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of
his prophets; And the Lord said to him: “Go out and do so” . But to take authority
to deceive, you will no more have the right to sit among the righteous; because
whoever tells lies will not have the right to sit among the righteous. Therefore go

away from me and do so.



“So he said, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of
all His prophets™. And the Lord said, ‘You shall persuade him, and

also prevail; go out and do so” (21)

Because Ahab was comfortable with the counsel of the false prophets, hence

God allowed for him to be deceived and seduced by a lying spirit.

Some may wonder how could be in heaven someone who says: “I will go out and
be a lying spirit”. Yet the visions concerning heaven should not be interpreted in
a literal way, because they are more like a proverb or unutterable proclamation;

presented to men in a way that suits the human language or mind.

“Now therefore, look! The Lord has put a lying spirit in the
mouths of these prophets of yours, and the Lord has declared
disaster against You™ (22)

“Then Zedekiah the son of Chenanaah went near and struck
Micaiah on the cheek, and said, ‘Which way did the Spirit of the
Lord go from me to speak to you?” (23)

Micaiah most probably had his hands tied when he was brought out of prison. He

was struck on his face or cheek by Zedekiah to put him to shame.

“And Micaiah said, ‘Indeed you shall see on that day when

you go into an inner chamber to hide™” (24)

Micaiah did not answer Zedekiah directly, but addressed all those present,
saying: When the news of the death of king Ahab reach Samaria, all the
counselors of the king and the false prophets will hide; and Zedekiah will flee to
hide in one place or other; for fear that Ahaziah the son of Ahab, or queen Isabel
would take revenge against him, once they realize that | am (Micaiah) a true

prophet of the Lord.



“Then the king of Israel said, ‘Take Micaiah, and return him

to Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the king’s son™ (25)

The king commanded to return Micaiah to the public prison from which he was

brought, under Amon the governor of Samaria.

“And say, ‘Thus says the king, Put this fellow to prison, and
feed him with bread of affliction and water of affliction, until I return
in peace” (26)

By that the king intended to confirm to Jehoshaphat and all those present that he
does not believe what Micaiah said; hence he commanded to feed him in orison

with the food and the drink of affliction or of sorrow.

“Then Micaiah said, ‘If you ever return in peace, the Lord has

not spoken by me’, and he said, ‘Take heed all you people™ (27)

It is always difficult for the faithful counselors, who are often hated and
persecuted, because of their faithfulness to the Lord their God. But in due time,
God reveals who are His faithful servants, and who are the deceivers and the

liars.

By putting on his royal robe during the battle, Jehoshaphat was almost killed. But
God saved him from the evil counsel of Ahab who pretended to be his faithful
friend. According to some the later gave it with the intention to let Jehoshaphat
be killed in battle, by making him obvious with his royal attire before the enemy;
and by that he would have the upper hand on Jehoram, Jehoshaphat’s son, and
his son-in-law. But God allowed for Ahab to fall into the pit he dug for his friend.

Being disguised as a regular soldier, he was killed by an unknown enemy.



5- THE LORD SAVES JEHOSHAPHAT FROM DEATH IN THE BATTLE:

“So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah
went up to Ramoth Gilead” (28)

It was befitting of Jehoshaphat, after hearing what the prophet Micaiah said, to
refrain from going to the battle, but unfortunately, although the prophet
proclaimed the will of God, Jehoshaphat, motivated by emotion, persisted on
supporting him in battle, probably feeling that it would ne unethical and unmanly

to fail him in his time of need.

“And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘I will disguise
myself and go into battle; but you put on your robes’. So the king of
Israel disguised himself, and they went into battle” (29

Most probably Ahab heard what Ben-Hadad, king of Syria commanded his
leaders to do, namely to concentrate the whole battle on the person of Ahab (1
kings 22: 31)

“Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains of the
chariots who were with him, saying, ‘Fight with no one, small or
great, but only with the king of Israel” (30)

“so it was, when the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, that they said, ‘It is the king of Israel'. Therefore they
surrounded him to attack; but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the

Lord helped him, and God moved them to turn away from
him” (31)

According to the ‘Tergom’, Jehoshaphat, finding himself in such a serious
situation, he cried out seeking the help from his own men; then the Syrian

captains of the charioteers, hearing him cry out, realized that it was Jehoshaphat



and not Ahab; and they turned back from pursuing him. The Lord allowed it to

save Jrhoshaphat despite not listening to what Micaiah prophesied.

Jehoshaphat assumed that entering into a relationship of marriage with Ahab, the
evil king of Israel, the later would support him and increase his power. He
sacrificed his fellowship with God for the sake of political and diplomatic reasons;

and was almost killed. Yet God, looking at his faithful past, saved him from death

7- AHAB WOUNDED IN BATTLE AND DIED:

“For so it was, when the captains of the chariots saw that it
was not the king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him”
(32)

“Then a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the
king of Israel between the joints of the armor. So he said to the
driver of his chariot, ‘Turn around and take me out

of the battle, for | am wounded’ (33)

According to the ‘Tergom’, it was Naaman the great leader of the king of Syria,
who drew a bow, and struck the king of Israel between the joints of the armor —

between the heart and the liver (to realize the prophesies of Elijah and Micaiah)

“The battle increased that day, and the king of Israel
propped himself up in his chariot facing the Syrians until evening;

and about the time of sunset he died” (34)

What happened was a lesson to Israel as well as to Judah, that there is no
salvation except by a fellowship with God and trust in Him, by not plunging in

defilement and corruption, and by not being attached to the wicked.




AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 18

A CORRUOT AND AN EVIL ALLIANCE

+ Nothing would give pleasure to God like love, unity, and alliance;

He came down to take away from us everything foreign to love;

He was raised by the cross, so that by the vertical tree the heaven would
be allied to the earth;

And by the horizontal tree humanity would be allied together.

+ Jehoshaphat got in a relation of marriage with the evil Ahab;
By which he set a corrupt alliance;
For what communion would be between God and Belial?;

And what fellowship would be between light and darkness?

+ How could Jehoshaphat, the man of God, endure such a bond with Ahab?
When with them assembled four hundred false prophets;
Who talked in the name of the Lord, while being the servants and soldiers
of the deuvil;
They pretended to deliver a counsel in the name of the Lord,
They uttered smooth words, and confirmed the conquest on Aram;

By that they almost caused the destruction of the two kingdoms.

+ Micaiah the seer proclaimed their deception and lies;
But Ahab’s corruption corrupted the insight if Jehoshaphat;
Ahab was killed in disgrace;

And Jehoshaphat almost perished together with his people.

+ Grant me, O my God. the spirit of strength and discernment;

To reject any alliance with evil and darkness;



To attach myself to You, O Light of the world;

So that the darkness would never crawl into my heart and mind;
To enjoy the fellowship with Your saintly fiery servants;

To get attached to the truth, that vanity would have no place in me.

+ | desire the salvation of the whole world;

Let me be crucified together with You, to live in and by You;

| shall judge no one, and | shall despise nobody;

Yet, | shall never partake of the works of darkness;

Grant me, together with the simplicity, the spirit of wisdom and
discernment;

Let me be compassionate on the weak, as though | am weak like him to
give him comfort;

But not to go down into weakness together with him.

+ Hold me fast in You, O my God, the true Light;
By You I shall be enlightened, and carry You to every heart;
Let me not savor the corruption of the darkness;

But exult in Your light, and enjoy union with you.

+ When shall | see the whole world attached to You?
When shall | see the earth be a new heaven by You?
When shall | see humanity become like angels by You?
Glory be to You, O Savior of the world; Lover of mankind.



CHAPTER 19

A RETURN TO JERUSALEM

What came in this chapter did not come in the other books; including
Jehoshaphat’s encounter with Jehu the prophet (1-3), and his judiciary reforms,
beside teaching the law of the Lord by the Levites, under the supervision of

the high priest.

The second book of the chronicles did not mention Jehoshaphat's persistence
on unfaithfulness; that after his alliance with Ahab against Aram, he did the same

by uniting with Jehoram the son of Ahab against Moab (2 Kings 3).

Yet with his faithful heart, Jehoshaphat sought the counsel of the Lord after
walking according to his own will in his alliance with Ahab, and entering with him

into a relation of marriage without seeking the Lord’s counsel.

The wrath of the Lord came upon Jehoshaphat, but in his love for his people he
did not wish the same for them; which remind us of David’s words at the

threshing floor of Arona the Jebusite (1 Chronicles 21: 17)
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5- Jehoshaphat instructs the judges he appointed for the major courts of

justice 8-11

1- JEHOSHAPHAT’'S SAFE RETURN TO JERUSALEM:

“Then Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned safely to his

house in Jerusalem” (1)

If Jehoshaphat did wrong by entering with the evil Ahab into a relationship of
marriage, and making an alliance with him, the Lord chastened him, and he
almost got killed in battle. But God had compassion on him and brought him back
safely to Jerusalem. He got more than he expected for the sake of the purity of
his heart, his true longing to be attached to God, and his strife for the salvation of

his people.

It is therefore befitting of us, despite our weakness, to desire to encounter God
and to seek from Him to make sin bitter in our mouths by His chastisements,
meant for our salvation and our glory, to bring our hearts up to the higher

Jerusalem in true peace, to practice the deposit of heaven.

Who can describe the feelings of Jehoshaphat on returning to Jerusalem the city

of God, which he counted as his own city and home?

God desires to set out of your depths, not only a heavenly paradise, but a holy
city, and a temple for Himself, to make your depths a new Jerusalem, with a

temple, not the work of human hand, but of His own hands.

In all eras, a visit to Jerusalem and the holy land, where the Lord Christ walked
and consummated His salvation work, has been always the heart desire of the
believers. But St. Jerome, although not lessening the holiness of the holy

locations, yet he set forth with our sight toward our inner Jerusalem.



+ Reaching the heavenly palace is easier than reaching Britain or
Jerusalem, for the kingdom of God is inside you.

St. Anthony and the hosts of the monks of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Pontus,
Capadocia, and Armenia, did not look toward Jerusalem, but before them the
door to Paradise was opened.

The blessed Hilarion, although a citizen of Palestine, did not look toward

Jerusalem longer than a single day; when being close to the holy

locations, he did not wish to disregard them; But at the same time he did

not intend to confine God within local limits.

+ Although this earthly temple was the image of the heavenly temple, yet
“one star differs from another star in glory” (1 Corinthians 15: 41, 42).
Blessed is he who is worthy to stand on the fifteenth step in the temple of
the heavenly Jerusalem; for that exalted location is the place of the
apostles and the martyrs.

Let us therefore pray to be worthy of standing just on the lowest step of
the temple of the Lord.

They stand upon the different steps of the temple to sing together in
harmony and unity, one psalm of thanksgiving to the Lord.

The steps are different, but the praise (glorifying) of God is the same.

This is concerning the heavenly Jerusalem, but as for us, | believe, we are
present in this world to be chastised every day of our life.

If one of us is on the first step, let him be encouraged to reach the second
step. And if another is on the second step, let him not lose hope to reach
the third one.

Blessed are the martyrs who were found worthy of climbing to the highest
step on the top itself; We, however, living in this world, cannot climb all the
steps at once from the lowest to the highest. Yet it is befitting of us not to

stop at the lowest step, but strive to reach the highest one



(St. Jerome)

+ Close your gates, O Jerusalem, Let Your Groom stay inside you;
When your gates are opened, and you look here and there, you will seek
Him, but you will not find Him (Songs 3: 2). You will then have your tears
on your cheeks.
Guard your gates carefully, lest what has dwelt on you before will happen
again (See John 19: 17); Otherwise, you will yourself fall into the hands of

the adversaries.

+ Blessed is he who has his altar in himself, and his sanctuaries inside him;
for there he would hear God who brings fear to the disobedient by a
movement, and terrifies them.

There we find the cloud with the abundantly shining light; as in it, He is
hidden from all.

That is the holy land, where the Holy of the holies is sometimes seen with
His shiny radiation; and some other time He would be hidden in the
darkness of His glory by a way more exalted than any vision or knowledge

(The spiritual elder (John El-Deliati)

2- JEHOSHAPHAT REBUKED BY THE PROPHET JEHU THE SON OF

HANANI ON HIS ALLIANCE WITH AHAB:

“And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to see him,
and said to king Jehoshaphat, ‘Should you help the wicked, and love those who

hate the Lord? Therefore the wrath of



the Lord is upon you” (2)

If Jehoshaphat did wrong for entering into a relationship of marriage and for
making alliance with the evil Ahab, described as the enemy of God; the prophet
Jehu persisted on bringing him back to the good behavior by godliness and
wisdom, and confirmed to him that the wrath of the Lord will be upon His

household because of his evil deed.

God did not send Jehu to Jehoshaphat before committing his wrong actions; to
confirm to us that He sanctifies the free will of man; and by letting him taste the
bitterness of being attached to the wicked, he would learn a lesson, and become
an example to the people. God, also intends to confirm to us that the men of God

like Jehoshaphat have their own weaknesses.

When Hanani the seer rebuked king Asa (16: 10); the king put him in prison; And
Jehu (Hanani’s son), despite seeing his father in prison, yet he did not fear to
rebuke king Jehoshaphat; for the word of God could not be chainged, Although
Jehoshaphat listened to him, yet he drank from the bitter cup of getting attached
to Ahab.

+ “He who walks with wise men will be wise; but the companion of fools will
be destroyed” (Proverb 13: 20). It is befitting of us not to run along with a
thief, nor to have a portion with an adulterer; according to the words of
David, saying: “Do | not hate them, O Lord, who hate You? And do | not
loathe those who rise up against You? | hate them with perfect hatred; |
count them my enemies” (Psalm 139: 21, 22).. God rebukes Jehoshaphat
for his friendship with Ahab and his alliance with him and with Ahazia, by
the prophet Jehu; saying: “Should you help the wicked and love those who

hate the Lord? Therefore the wrath of the Lord is upon you”



(The laws of the apostles)

Unfortunately, Jehoshaphat did not cut off his relationship with Ahab and his

household, on whom the two books of the kings revealed to us what dwelt .

“Nevertheless good things are found in you, in that you have
removed the wooden images from the land, and have prepared

your heart to seek God” (3)

Yes indeed, Jehoshaphat did wrong, but it is not up to us to judge him; for
Jehoshaphat returned from his fault and doubled his effort ministering to the
Lord.

The apostle Paul warns us against judging the fallen, saying: “Who are you to
judge another’s servant? To his master he stands or falls. Indeed he will be made

to stand, for God is able to make him stand” (Romans 14: 4).

As Jehoshaphat got benefit from the prophet’s rebuke, he also benefited from his

commendation, for he doubled his effort in reform.

Although God was displeased by Jehoshaphat’'s deeds, yet He did not cast him
away, for He remembered how he removed the pagan worship with a heart full of

zeal on the worship of the living God; and that he sought God.

+ It is only God who has the right to judge and the authority to justify; He
knows the condition of each of us, our possibilities, talents, perversions,
and readiness. He judges everyone according to His unique knowledge.
He judges the works of the bishop in a certain way, a ruler in another way;

judges a father of a monastery and his disciple in different ways; the elder



monk with experience and knowledge in a different way than the one who
seeks to become a monk ; the sick different from the one with sound
health. ... Who can understand all those judgments except the Creator of
everything, and who knows everything?

(Father Dorotheos)

+ As the judge issues his verdict in his proper time, he will be offended if

one of his aides leaks the verdict before he himself does.

+ If you cannot endure to put the trespasses of the guilty upon yourself,

spread your robe over him to cover him.

(St. (Mar) Issac the Syrian)

+ Ham the son of Noah brought the curse upon himself, by laughing when

he saw his father’'s nakedness: whereas his brothers who covered their father’s

nakedness got his blessing.

(St. Ambrose)

3- JEHOSHAPHAT'S CARE TO REFORM THE KINGDOM:

Although the book did not record for us the reaction of Jehoshaphat to the

prophetic warning; Yet, according to Josephus , his last reforms, and his

attempts to correct himself, positively proclaim his acceptance of the warning.

Josephus says the king offered sacrifices of thanksgiving to the Lord; and set



forth to all the land under his authority to teach the people the statutes given by

God to the prophet Moses, and the worship that should be given to God.

“So Jehoshaphat dwelt in Jerusalem, and he went out again
among the people from Beersheba to the mountains of Ephraim,
and brought them back to the Lord God of their

fathers” (4)

Having got in touch with God’s compassion on him despite his faults, he readily
received the rebuke; did not protest nor resisted God as his father did; but
counted the Lord’s chastisement and rebuke as a kind of divine mercy. Hence he
returned to Jerusalem, and went out again among the people to bring them back
to the Lord God of their fathers. On him the words of Solomon apply, saying:
“Rebuke a wise man, and he will be still wiser” (Proverb 9: 8, 9). Beside
instructing the priests, the Levites, and the leaders to teach the people, he went
out himself to make sure that justice is practically applied everywhere.; As it
probably caused offense to the people to see their king get into a relationship of
marriage with the evil king Ahab, and some, as a result perverted to idol-worship,
that is why Jehoshaphat put in his heart to double his efforts to return them to the
Lord God of their fathers; and he set forth from the far South to the far North,
from Beersheba in the South to the mountains of Ephraim in the North; counting
it as an atonement for his unfortunate visit to Ahab. It is likewise befitting of us, in

case we cause an offense to others, to do our best to mend our fault.

+ He exhorts us not to stop at raising prayers, without positively contributing
with something on our side. ... Notice how he shows his own role, namely
his hope, the source of every goodness; according to the prophet: “Let
Your mercy, O Lord be upon us, just as we hope in You” (Psalm 33: 22);
and, “Consider the generations of old and see, has anyone trusted in the

Lord and was disappointed?” (Sirach 2: 10); and as Paul says “Hope does



not disappoint” (Romans 5: 5). ... Do you see the greatness of hope of
Paul in God; saying that whatever happen he shall never be disappointed;
; They will never prevail on me; but the Lord Christ will always be glorified
in my body. Yes, they expected to bring Paul into their snare, to quench

the fire of his preaching the gospel, but to no avail.

4- JEHOSHAPHAT’S INSTRUCTIONS TO THE JUDGES HE
APPOINTED FOR THE LOWER COURTS OF JUSTICE:



“Then he set judges in the land throughout all the fortified
cities of Judah, city by city” (5)

Beside the priests, the Levites, and the leaders to teach the people, Jehoshaphat
previously sent (17: 7-9), Now he sends judges and set steady courts in the small
cities, villages, in Jerusalem and the major cities, with the goal of supervising the

execution of the statutes the people have learned; and to rein the evildoers.

There might have been judges before, but on account of that they probably did
their duties slothfully, or were despised by the people; Jehoshaphat set a new

judiciary system, with the following new responsibilities:

a Keeping the people in the worship of God
b- Punishing those who break the law and statutes.

c- Solving the controversies among the people.

“And said to the judges: ‘Take heed to what you are doing,
for you do not judge for man but for the Lord, who is with you in the

judgment” (6)

The king warned the judges against performing their duties according to their
own tendencies, and not according to the Lord; saying: “Take heed in what you
are doing, for you do not judge for man, but for the Lord, who is with you in the
judgment” (6). He sought from them to walk by the spirit of godliness, saying: “Let
the fear of the Lord be put upon you; ..... for there is no iniquity with the Lord our
God, partiality, nor taking bribes”. He sought from them to commit themselves to

faithfulness, for the following reasons:

a- They do not judge for man but for the Lord; they are His servants (6)

b- The eyes of the Lord are upon them; and He is with them in the judgment

(6)



c- God is their leader, their role model in justice; in whom there is no iniquity,
partiality, nor taking bribes (7)

d- Any fault they may commit will be counted as against the Lord Himself
(10)

“Now, therefore, let the fear of the Lord be put upon you;
take care and do it, for there is no iniquity with the Lord our God,

nor partiality, nor taking of bribes” (7)

Jehoshaphat experienced how to deal with God: Whoever honors The Lord, he
will be honored by the Lord; Whoever fears Him, He will give him awe before the
others; and whoever lends the Lord through the poor, He will pay him back
double as much as he gave. By such a principle he instructed the judges to walk
with awe, not through the use of the human authority, and issuing orders, but ,
having the fear of God, the awe of God will dwell upon them. ... In his talk to the
judges, Jehoshaphat reveals his heart filled with love, faithfulness, and fear of the
Lord.

+ The fear of the Lord includes all those requirements (for the continuous
joy). For whoever fears the Lord as is befitting, and trusts in Him, will
collect all the sources of happiness, and will acquire the perfect fountain of
gladness. As a drop of water that falls on a wide open ocean will soon
disappear; it will also be with whoever fears God, his fear will be scattered
and disappear in the huge ocean of the Lord’s joy. It is really amazing; for
together with the causes for man to have sorrow, we find him exultant. For
whatever sorrow he may have, its bitterness will be nothing to him

compared to his enjoyment of the perpetual joy

(St. John Chrysostom)



Because Cain did not fear God by his own will, the fear of God came upon
him against his will. He became a fugitive and a wanderer in terror on the

face of the earth.

6- JEHOSHAPHAT'S INSTRUCTIONS TO THE JUDGES HE APPOINTED
FOR THE HIGHER COURTS OF JUSTICE:



“Moreover in Jerusalem, for the judgment of the Lord and for
controversies, Jehoshaphat appointed some of the Levites and
priests, and some of the chief fathers of Israel,

when they returned to Jerusalem” (8)

The king set a supreme court in Jerusalem the capital, to look into the major
issues, or into the appeal of anyone who feels that a lower court has misjudged
him.; He set it in Jerusalem to be able to intervene by himself in any serious

case.

Here the king discerns between “the judgment of the Lord”, and “the
controversies”. By the former he probably means the cases concerning the law of
God; while by the later he means cases concerning the controversies between

men.

“And commanded them, saying, ‘Thus you shall act in the

fear of the Lord, faithfully and with a loyal heart” (9)

Together with his care for justice to prevail upon his whole kingdom, and for
lifting up any oppression or partiality; Jehoshaphat, in his talk to the judges,

concentrated on godliness, faithfulness, and the purity of heart.

Despite falling, himself, in serious weaknesses, like entering into a relation of
marriage with Ahab the evil king of Israel; yet his actions and talk to the judges
reveal the exaltation of his spiritual life, the uprightness of his concepts, and the

purity of his heart.

+ It is not the defilement of the body that offends the Lord, as much as the
defilement of the soul;. By saying: “Blessed are the pure”, he means “the
pure in heart, who will see God” (Matthew 5: 8). The prophet also says:



“Create in me a clean heart, O God” (Psalm 51: 10); and, “Wash my heart
from wickedness” (Jeremiah 4: 14)

| see many beat their breast (Luke 23: 48), saying: [We sinned};
assuming that their hearts utter it together with their tongues; but to them
and the like | say: Not everyone who says [l sinned, | sinned], will be
forgiven; according to the words of the Lord: “Not everyone who says to
me: Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the
will of My Father in heaven” (Matthew 7: 21)

In the Holy Book | see how Judas the betrayer said before the priests and
the elders of the Jews; “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood”
(Matthew 27: 4); how it was also said by king Saul before the prophet
Samuel (1 Samuel 15: 24-34); and how it was said by king David before
the prophet Nathan; Yet only one of those heard the response of
forgiveness, namely David (2 Samuel 12: 13); because he said it truly
from the heart (Psalm 51: 1); and he was steadfast in his prayers as is

obvious in his book of psalms.

“Blessed the pure in heart for they shall see God” (Matthew 5: 8). Notice
how the reward is spiritual; He calls those who reach the climax of virtues,
and who have no evil in their hearts; who control themselves; and keep
away from evil desires, “the pure in heart” ; For the apostle Paul also says:
“Pursue peace with all men, and holiness without which no one will see
the Lord” Hebrew 12: 14).

(St. John Chrysostom)

Do not make your mouth ready but your heart ... What we miss is not

what we see but what we believe; we therefore seek, not what touch our



outer senses; nor say: [Let those who saw the Lord by their eyes and
touched Him by their hands after His resurrection, believe; but concerning

us who did not see nor touched Him, why should we believe?]

+ Change the heart, for then you may change the works. Uproot the evil
desires, and plant the love. For “as the desire (for money) is the root of all

kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6: 10); So is love, the root of all goodness.

(St. Augustine)

+ The heart of man is not a small thing; for it can accommodate all that.

(The scholar Origen)

“whatever case comes to you from your brethren who dwell
in their cities, whether of bloodshed or of offences against law or
commandment, against statutes or ordinances,

you shall warn them, lest they trespass against the Lord,
and wrath come upon you and your brethren. Do this and you will
not be guilty” (10)

He gave special care for judging the cases of murder, namely shedding blood, for
their seriousness; and for whoever sheds the blood of his brother in humanity will
be as though he has done wrong to the heart of His Creator, the lover of

mankind.

God does not endure to see the blood of the innocent shed without guilt; saying
to Cain: “The voice of your brother’s blood cries out from the earth” (Genesis 4:

11); He does not endure even shedding the blood of the wicked; saying:



“Whoever kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold vengeance” And the Lord put a mark
on cane, so that no one who came upon him would kill him” (Genesis 4: 14-15).
God’s hatred for blood shedding is apparent in saying to David, His beloved

prophet: “You have shed much blood, and have made great wars, you shall not

build a house for my name” (1 Chronicles 22: 8)

In the statute of the cities of refuge (Numbers 25: 29 -34), God intended to
protect whoever causes the death of someone unintentionally. But that does not
imply any leniency with the crime of murder; He therefore made the following

conditions for it;

a- The charge of murder is not to be confirmed by the testimony of one
witness, but by that of more than one; and its punishment is death.

b- It is not possible for a confirmed murderer to pay a ransom on his soul;
lest the rich would assume that by his money he can kill and pay ransom.
But if he who kills will be put to death.

c- Slothfulness in punishing the murderer is counted as defilement of the

land on which he dwells; in the midst of which the Lord dwells.

“And take notice: Amariah the chief priest is over you in all
matters of the Lord, and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of
the house of Judah, for all the king's matters;

also the Levites will be officials before you. Behave

courageously, and the Lord will be with the good” (11)

He set the chief priest to reside over the supreme court; most probably for issues
concerning the religious statutes and worship; and the (prime minister) for those
concerning the things of the king (the civil cases).

Of the beautiful features of the personality of Jehoshaphat was strengthening

and encouraging the souls to work by the spirit of courage and hope in the good



Lord who works in and by men. He learned it from God Himself who said to
Joshua: “Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; for
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1: 9).. And with the
same spirit He said to Jeremiah: “Do not say | am a youth; for you shall go to all
to whom | send you; .... Do not be afraid of their faces, for | am with you to
deliver you; ..... They will fight against you, but they shall not prevail against you,
for | am with you, says the Lord, to deliver you” (Jeremiah 1: 7, 8, 19). The more
the servant hides in God, he will feel safe and fear no one else; and according to
St. John El-Dargi: [Whoever become a servant of God, only fears his Master; but

whoever has no fear of his Master, will most probably fears his own shadow].

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 CHRONICLES 19

BRING ME BACK, O LORD, TO THE HIGHER JERUSALEM

+ How exultant was Jehoshaphat's soul when he returned to Your holy city;

He counted Your city Jerusalem as his own home where he finds comfort;

For he would not find comfort except in Your bosom;

Foolishly, he entered into a relationship of marriage with the evil Ahab;

| wonder if he was impressed by his conquests, or wished for the union of
the two kingdoms;

His friendship with the evil man almost had him killed; If not for his simple
soul and pure heart, that rescued him;

And he returned safe to Jerusalem.

+ For the sake of Your love for him, and for the sake of his salvation,
You sent to him the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani to rebuke him;
In humility he listened to him, for he is a man of God,



He did his best to remove the wooden images from the land;

And he delivered his heart to You to prepare it, to seek You.

+ He set judges, not to execute his commands;
but to judge for You, and not for any man;
He called them to have Your holy fear;
To enjoy Your awe over them;
He exhorted them to imitate You, O amazing in Your righteousness;
He warned them against oppressing anybody, being partial, or to receive

bribes.

+ He exhorted them to walk with godliness, faithfulness, and the perfection
of heart.

For then You would work in and by them; and Your fear would prevail
among the people;

He strongly commanded them to keep Your law;

And to obey Your commandment;

And warned them against iniquity and disobedience.

+ As You have strengthened Joshua and told him not to fear anyone;
And proclaimed Your company with him wherever he goes;
So did Jehoshaphat, he strengthened those working with him;
He confirmed to them that You long to accompany them. O Good
Shepherd.

+ Grant me, O Lord the pure heart of David and Jehoshaphat;
To let Your Spirit work in me , to desire for all to be leaders;
To fill my heart with hope, joy, and peace;

And present from what is Yours to my brethren.

+ Amazing are Your works, O my Lord;



Out of sinners, You set saints;

And from the weak, mighty men of valor;

And You lifted them up from the trash heap, to sit together with the elites
of Your people;

+ Glory be to You, who works in all generations;
To set a remnant to testify to You;
And ambassadors who walk with Your Holy Spirit;
Glory be to You, for returning Jehoshaphat safe to Jerusalem;

Grant my heart to return pure to Your High Jerusalem.




CHAPTER 19

A RETURN TO JERUSALEM

What came in this chapter did not come in the other books; including
Jehoshaphat’s encounter with Jehu the prophet (1-3), and his judiciary reforms,
beside teaching the law of the Lord by the Levites, under the supervision of

the high priest.

The second book of the chronicles did not mention Jehoshaphat's persistence
on unfaithfulness; that after his alliance with Ahab against Aram, he did the same

by uniting with Jehoram the son of Ahab against Moab (2 Kings 3).

Yet with his faithful heart, Jehoshaphat sought the counsel of the Lord after
walking according to his own will in his alliance with Ahab, and entering with him

into a relation of marriage without seeking the Lord’s counsel.

The wrath of the Lord came upon Jehoshaphat, but in his love for his people he
did not wish the same for them; which remind us of David’s words at the

threshing floor of Arona the Jebusite (1 Chronicles 21: 17)
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5- Jehoshaphat instructs the judges he appointed for the major courts of

justice 8-11

1- JEHOSHAPHAT’'S SAFE RETURN TO JERUSALEM:

“Then Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned safely to his

house in Jerusalem” (1)

If Jehoshaphat did wrong by entering with the evil Ahab into a relationship of
marriage, and making an alliance with him, the Lord chastened him, and he
almost got killed in battle. But God had compassion on him and brought him back
safely to Jerusalem. He got more than he expected for the sake of the purity of
his heart, his true longing to be attached to God, and his strife for the salvation of

his people.

It is therefore befitting of us, despite our weakness, to desire to encounter God
and to seek from Him to make sin bitter in our mouths by His chastisements,
meant for our salvation and our glory, to bring our hearts up to the higher

Jerusalem in true peace, to practice the deposit of heaven.

Who can describe the feelings of Jehoshaphat on returning to Jerusalem the city

of God, which he counted as his own city and home?

God desires to set out of your depths, not only a heavenly paradise, but a holy
city, and a temple for Himself, to make your depths a new Jerusalem, with a

temple, not the work of human hand, but of His own hands.

In all eras, a visit to Jerusalem and the holy land, where the Lord Christ walked
and consummated His salvation work, has been always the heart desire of the
believers. But St. Jerome, although not lessening the holiness of the holy

locations, yet he set forth with our sight toward our inner Jerusalem.



+ Reaching the heavenly palace is easier than reaching Britain or
Jerusalem, for the kingdom of God is inside you.

St. Anthony and the hosts of the monks of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Pontus,
Capadocia, and Armenia, did not look toward Jerusalem, but before them the
door to Paradise was opened.

The blessed Hilarion, although a citizen of Palestine, did not look toward

Jerusalem longer than a single day; when being close to the holy

locations, he did not wish to disregard them; But at the same time he did

not intend to confine God within local limits.

+ Although this earthly temple was the image of the heavenly temple, yet
“one star differs from another star in glory” (1 Corinthians 15: 41, 42).
Blessed is he who is worthy to stand on the fifteenth step in the temple of
the heavenly Jerusalem; for that exalted location is the place of the
apostles and the martyrs.

Let us therefore pray to be worthy of standing just on the lowest step of
the temple of the Lord.

They stand upon the different steps of the temple to sing together in
harmony and unity, one psalm of thanksgiving to the Lord.

The steps are different, but the praise (glorifying) of God is the same.

This is concerning the heavenly Jerusalem, but as for us, | believe, we are
present in this world to be chastised every day of our life.

If one of us is on the first step, let him be encouraged to reach the second
step. And if another is on the second step, let him not lose hope to reach
the third one.

Blessed are the martyrs who were found worthy of climbing to the highest
step on the top itself; We, however, living in this world, cannot climb all the
steps at once from the lowest to the highest. Yet it is befitting of us not to

stop at the lowest step, but strive to reach the highest one



(St. Jerome)

+ Close your gates, O Jerusalem, Let Your Groom stay inside you;
When your gates are opened, and you look here and there, you will seek
Him, but you will not find Him (Songs 3: 2). You will then have your tears
on your cheeks.
Guard your gates carefully, lest what has dwelt on you before will happen
again (See John 19: 17); Otherwise, you will yourself fall into the hands of

the adversaries.

+ Blessed is he who has his altar in himself, and his sanctuaries inside him;
for there he would hear God who brings fear to the disobedient by a
movement, and terrifies them.

There we find the cloud with the abundantly shining light; as in it, He is
hidden from all.

That is the holy land, where the Holy of the holies is sometimes seen with
His shiny radiation; and some other time He would be hidden in the
darkness of His glory by a way more exalted than any vision or knowledge

(The spiritual elder (John El-Deliati)

2- JEHOSHAPHAT REBUKED BY THE PROPHET JEHU THE SON OF

HANANI ON HIS ALLIANCE WITH AHAB:

“And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to see him,
and said to king Jehoshaphat, ‘Should you help the wicked, and love those who

hate the Lord? Therefore the wrath of



the Lord is upon you” (2)

If Jehoshaphat did wrong for entering into a relationship of marriage and for
makin