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AN INTRODUCTION

Please refer to the introduction to the two books of the kings, in the commentary
on the first book of the kings.

The present book provides us with the story of the two kingdoms of Israel (the
Northern kingdom) and Judah (the Southern kingdom) starting from the glorious
end of the prophet Elijah who was taken up to heaven, until the utter destruction
of the Northern kingdom of Israel, and its fall under the Assyrian captivation (1 -
17), and the captivation of the Southern kingdom Judah by Babylon (18 — 25).
For the spiritual corruption leads to a political and social collapse.

Although God sent several great prophets, and used continuous chastisements,
yet, because the two kingdoms: Israel and Judah persisted upon rebellion, and
received idol-worship; there was no other alternative except the captivation to be
an example before the individuals (Proverb 29: 1), as well as before the nations
(Proverb 14: 34).



BETWEEN THE SECOND AND THE FIRST BOOKS OF THE KINGS:

The second book of the kings is considered as an extension and a
consummation of the first book of the kings. Both of them, in the Hebrew origin,
were one book. The second book starts where the first one ends, by talking
about the divided kingdom; when Ahaziah the son of Ahab (853 — 852 BC) was
king over Israel, and Jehoshaphat (872 — 847 BC) was king over Judah.

The first book of the kings starts by the kingdom in its climax greatness, and the
second one ends by the captivation, previously prophesied by the prophet Moses
(Deuteronomy 28: 48-53).

The first book of the kings starts by Solomon the first king to succeed king David,
and the second one ends by the last of his successors — king Jehoiakin who was
led captive to Babylon, where he was well treated by its king Evil-Merodach (25:
28 — 30).

In the first book of the kings we see the holy temple of God, built to represent the
divine presence. And in the second book of the kings we see it utterly destroyed,

after being defiled by the kings, the people, and the religious leaders.

The second book of the kings is the book of the divided kingdom as a fruit of the
persistence of man on evil, his apostasy from the true faith, and his rejection of
the true worship. This darkness is the fruit of the evil human will that led the

nation to lose its being, to be divided, and to be taken into captivity.

In this book, as well as in the one before it, we see the clear goal of the author,
namely, even though he looks at two kingdoms, despite being politically divided,
entering, sometimes, into dispute, other times into alliance; and oftentimes one of

them join forces with foreign kingdoms against her sister the other kingdom; yet



he talks about one people. How the book ended up by the loss of Jerusalem the
city of God, the destruction of the temple, and the stoppage of worship, are the

fruit of sin by the whole people of the two kingdoms.

By the Spirit of God, the author of the book provides us with the Theological

interpretation of the events, for one people with one identity.

Presenting justifications for the destruction that came upon the people, the author
says about the king that “he persisted in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
who had made Israel sin” (2 Kings 3: 3; 10: 28; 13: 2 etc.); and sometimes he
presents a detailed interpretation to justify that divine verdict (1 Kings11: 9, etc.;
2 kingsl7: 7, etc.)

The goal of the author is not to give a historical record of a certain nation, or of
certain events, but to reveal the dealings of God with man, and His care for his
salvation, sometimes with compassion and forgiveness, and other times with

chastisement.

THE MAIN TOPIC OF THE BOOK:

As sin is the secret of the collapse of Israel and Judah, God cared, at the same
time, to set for Himself witnesses to exhort men to return to Him with repentance.
What came upon the two kingdoms of destruction,, was not by coincidence, nor
according to a predestined destiny; for God has warned them once and again,
against the natural fruit of their evils, saying: “Turn from your evil ways, and keep
My commandments and My statutes, according to all the law which | commanded
your fathers, and which | sent to you by My servants the prophets. Nevertheless
they would not hear, but stiffened their necks ...” (2 kings 17: 13, 14).

For a long time God persisted on sending prophets to them, in the hope that they

might forsake their evil; but they despised the longsuffering of God, and did not



care to perceive the activity and fruit of evil. He sent to them the prophet Nathan
(1 Kings 1: 45); Ahijah the Shilonite (1 kings 11: 29-40; 14: 1 etc.); Shemaiah, the
man of God (1 kings 12: 22-24); Elijah (1 Kings 17 etc.); Micaiah the son of Imlah
(1 kings 22: 8 etc); Elisha (2 kings 2 etc.); Jonah the son of Amttai (2 kings 14:
25); Isaiah (2 kings 19, etc.); Huldah the prophetess (2 kings 22: 14 etc.); and

others.

Von Rad refers to twelve prophecies being actually fulfilled in the books of
Samuel and the kings, starting by the prophecy concerning Eli the priest. The
phrase “The Lord (Jehovah) has fulfilled the word which He spoke” (1 kings 8:
20; 2 kings 24: 13); etc.

According to Von Rad, the goal of the book is not to present a historical record of
events, nor a justification of what came upon Israel of captivity; as much as to
carry a Messianic touch. For what occurred was a way to fulfill the divine
promise of the coming of the Messiah the Son of David, to establish the fallen
tent of David, saying: “I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (2
Samuel 7: 13 — 17); See 2 Samuel 22; Psalm 89 and 132).

SHINING LIGHT IN THE MIDST OF THE DARKNESS:

While the first book of the kings concentrated on the appearance of the prophet
Elijah who was worthy to ascend by a fiery chariot up to heaven; in the darkest
moments of history during the reign of the evil king Ahab and his evil wife
Jezebel; The second book of the kings concentrated on the appearance of the
prophet Elisha to perform double the miracles done by his spiritual father the
prophet Elijah. In the midst of corruption, God does not let Himself be without a
witness, nor disregard the few faithful remnant; but sends holy fiery persons,
capable of uttering the truth, to testify to the light amid the darkness, and to

support the few holy remnant for the Lord amid the affliction.



In the midst of that darkness, we find the phrase “the man of God” repeated 36
times; for God “would not destroy them or cast them from His presence” (13: 23);

but sent to them those who dedicate all their being to testify for Him.

If this book could be given the title of ‘To Captivity’, to warn the believers against
sin, yet we can also give it the title ‘Shining light in the Midst of the Darkness’,
For, in every era, whatever the corruption may reach, and however sin may
prevail, yet the grace of God keeps on working and shining in the few faithful
souls, as a testimony to the divine work in every generation. And it showed that

God responds to those who request salvation..

According to Brevard Childs, although this book concentrates on the entire
desolation that dwelt upon the people because of breaking the Law of God, yet it
also bears the positive aspect, which is that the presence of God is not limited to
the temple in Jerusalem, nor to the promised land. By that, he opened the door of
hope for the blessing to come by the Messiah, that will come over the future

generations of the whole world.

THE AUTHOR OF THE BOOK:

Many scholars are in accord with what came in the Jewish tradition that the
author of this book is the prophet Jeremiah under the leadership of the Holy
Spirit; on account of that, being of priesthood origin, he was aware of everything
that happened in the temple, and of the state of the religious leaderships. Having
been helped, as well, by his prophetical activity, which touched the practical
conditions of the civil and the religious leaderships; and by his relationship with
the civil authorities on the highest level. He had a strong awareness of the
political condition of Israel and Judah in his days, and even before he was born.

THE VALUE OF THE BOOK:



This book covers about 300 years of history, starting from Ahaziah, king of Israel
and the death of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, up till the captivation. It includes
the life of 19 kings of Israel, all of whom were wicked; and 19 kings of Judah, of
whom 8 kings were good, even though evil has prevailed upon them in the end.
The phrase “He did evil in the sight of the Lord” came 21 times, whereas the
phrase “He did what is right in the sight of the Lord” came only 6 times.

Unfortunately,, Hezekiah, one of the best of the kings of Judah, begat Manasseh,
the worst of them (Chapter 21); a sign of the personal responsibility of everyone

for the proper raising of his children.

The prophets in the first and the second books of the kings, played a main role to
rebuke the kings, the leaders, and the people. About 12 prophetical books were

written during the period covered by the second book of the kings.

THE KEY OF THE BOOK:

“What kind of man was it?” (1: 7); a question that concerns every believer, the
answer of which would be: He is “a man of God”, led by the Lord, to whom He
proclaims His will; who glorifies the Lord, trusts in Him, consummates His divine

will, despise the earthly things, and does not favor by the appearances.

THE SPIRITUAL LINES OF THE BOOK:

1- The first and the second books of the kings show the dealings of God with His
people and believers. The second book of the kings cares to confirm that the
secret of the strength and prosperity in the life of the king and the

people is the return to God and the renewal of the covenant with Him.



2-The second book of the kings, very clearly confirms what all the Holy Books,
the historical and others, that God is the Controller of history. Nothing happens
by a chance, but according to a divine plan that allows for the

events to run according to the kingdom of God.

God, who allowed for the appearance of the evil king Ahab, who married the
daughter of the pagan king of Sidon, who dedicated all her energies and those of
the State to destroy the worship of the living God, and to

establish idol-worship; has set king Jehu to destroy the house of Ahab, the idol-

worship, and the worshippers.

3- This book cared to demonstrate an important fact concerning the impact of the
family on the individual, even if he is a king. For it so happens that a son or a
daughter, reaps the fruit of the behavior of the parent, good or

bad. We see how queen Athaliah, carrying the spirit of her evil mother Jezebel,
killed all the royal seed, except for the infant Joash, whose aunt hid him in the

temple of God.

However, if someone intends to live holy for the Lord, the sins of his parents
will not stand in his way, but, on the contrary, may be more to his justification. As
an example for this we have the good king Hezekiah, who carried

a completely different tendency from his father’s; and we see how,
unfortunately his son Manasseh walked and practiced the evil of his evil
grandfather; like offering his own son a sacrifice to the idols, and establishing the

pagan abominations.

4- The book reveals the longsuffering of God, both on the level of the people as a
whole, and on that of the family or individual. Yet, that does not imply letting
things go without control; but by His love, He so does to make us

return to Him; and by His love, as well, He chastens in the proper time.



When God chastens His people or one of His believers, He does it gradually,
as He did on Israel and on Judah; and when Israel persisted on her evil, He

chastened her by the Assyrian captivation on three stages:

The first stage: when Israel was committed to pay tributes to Assyria

The second stage when God allowed Assyria to take over certain regions of
Israel and to captivate their inhabitants.

The third stage when the complete captivation of Israel led to the utter loss of
her identity, through leading a multitude of her inhabitants away, bringing many
of different nationalities to replace them in the capital

Samariah, letting them intermarry and lose their belonging to their country.

It was befitting of the kingdom of Judah to learn from the lesson of her sister
Israel that utterly collapsed and lost her identity, but, instead of repentance and
returning to God, many of its people wrongly assumed that what

happened to Israel was a natural consequence of its dissent from Judah,
despite its greater number of tribes, people, and possibilities; having deprived
itself from Jerusalem the city of God, from the temple, the unique

house of the Lord; from the legitimate kings (of the tribe of Judah); and from
practicing the worship according to the Mosaic statutes. The wrongly assumed
that God would never allow for the destruction of His house, nor for

the captivation of His city Jerusalem. But as the kingdom of Judah has fallen
into evil more than her sister Israel, God,after longsuffering on her, allowed for

her to suffer the Babylonian captivation, also on three stages.
THE HISTORICAL ASPECT OF THE BOOK:
What preoccupied the heart of the author was how the people suffered, and

walked as though without leadership; as the kings and the majority of leaders,

were not qualified to lead the people in the Lord; and as the people were



characterized by a spirit of rebellion. God, therefore, despite His longsuffering

and love, allowed for their captivation..

In some detail, the book narrates the prophetic ministry, specially that of Elijah
and Elisha.

During that period Israel faced persistent pressures from Aram (Syria) under the
leadership of Ben-Hadad the second, and Hazaiel; beside threats from Assyria,
that was quickly growing and increasing in power, under the leadership of king
Shalmaneser the third (858-824 BC).

The fourth dynasty initiated cleansing Israel from the plague of idol- worship
brought over by the preceding three dynasties (10: 1 — 15: 12). But unfortunately,
Jehu, the Founder of that dynasty, even though he acted against idol-worship, he
kept worshipping the two golden calves set by Jeroboam in Bethel and Dan.. His
successors in the same family were a little better than him; For at that time, the
Southern Kingdom set forth from the reign of the wicked queen Athaliah, to
Josiah and Omri, who achieved a little reform. As to the outside circumstances,
the Aramite danger came to an end when Aram was attacked by the Assyrian
Adad Nirari the third. Then Assyria itself started to decline with the beginning of
the eighth century BC.

After the death Of Zechariah in the year 752 BC, the Northern kingdom entered
into a quick state of declination, that had its impact upon the spiritual conditions.
The religious apostasy, together with the ethical perversion, and the lack of
wisdom in the political relationship with Assyria, have all led to the destruction of
that kingdom in the year 722 BC.

At the same time, Jotham and his evil son Ahaz reigned over Judah, and

provoked that kingdom to idol-worship.



Dealing with the history of Judah after the captivation of Israel by the Assyrians,
the second book of the kings, after providing us with a narration of the works of
the good king Hezekiah (Chapter 18-20); talked about the evil sons of Josiah;
who led Jerusalem to face three attacks and captivations, the last of which was in
the year 586 BC.

If the kingdom of Judah prospered during the reign of Hezekiah and Josiah; yet
the movement of apostasy led to the captivation of Judah, that lasted for seventy
years. Yet, in the midst of that dark portrait, the message of God was obvious,

namely a divine promise that they will return from captivity (1c Kings 8: 46-53).

THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENTS IN THE BOOK:

865 BC The prophet Elijah starts his prophetic work against Ahab king of Israel.
850 BC The prophet Elijah taken up to heaven ; and the start of the prophetic
work of the prophet Elisha.

755 BC The start of the prophetic work of the prophet Isaiah in Judah.

736 BC King Ahaz starts his reign in Judah

722 BC Israel captivated by Assyria.

716 BC Hezekiah reign in Judah

697 BC Manasseh reigns in Judah

640 BC Josiah reigns in Judah

624 BC The Book of the Law discovered in the house of God in Jerusalem
622 BC. Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, falls into the Babylonian hand

586 BC The Babylonian captivation of Judah

BETWEEN THE CAPTIVATION OF JUDAH BY ASSYRIA AND ITS
CAPTIVATION BY BABYLON:

The way Babylon captivated any people, it differed from that followed by Assyria:



1- The Assyrians tended to captivates a larger multitude of people, to take
them over away from their country, and replace them by people of
different nationalities, to mix and intermarry with those left in an attempt to
make them lose their belonging to their land.

2- They set their kingdom on robbing the other nations and peoples.

2- They found pleasure in cruelly torturing the captives, violently dragging

them shackled in chains, and bare-footed.

w
1

In the land of captivity, they used to hold shows parading the captives
mutilated in various ways; like putting out an eye, cutting off ears and
nose, or skinning them alive.

4- They used to gather the skulls together in heaps in public places, as a way
of terrorism.

5- The Babylonians, on the other hand, were only preoccupied with having
political authority on the world, on spreading the Babylonian empire, and
on benefiting financially from the countries falling into their hands. They
were preoccupied with the amount of tributes they take, And, in an attempt
to give the people under their dominion, no chance to rebel against their
rule, they used to set on them rulers of their own, through whom they
govern them.

6- The Babylonians allowed the captives to live together in Babylon in
congregations, practicing their own worship and statutes, and to keep
much of their culture. No wonder we hear the Psalmist cry out saying:
“How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” (Psalm 137: 4).
They gave the captives the freedom of commercial and religious practices,
etc.. Yet, in their feasts, they used to parade their gods in great
processions through the districts where the captives dwell, to proclaim the
power and authority of the gods of Babylon, who gave them conquest on
all the gods of the other peoples.

7- The Babylonians used to cherish the sons of the captive royal families, the

elites, and those with special talents, to let them serve in Babylon; like

Daniel, the three young men, Mordechai, etc.



The Books Their subject
1 -2 Kings A royal look, with a concentration on the throne
1 — 2 Chronicles A priesthood look, with a concentration on the temple
The prophets A prophetic look binding the throne to the temple

THE DIVISIONS OF THE BOOK:

1- The fiery Elijah and the chariot of fire Chapter 1
2- The prophet Elisha 2--8
3- From Jehu to the fall of Israel 9-17
4- The kings of Judah until the Babylonian captivity 18 --
25
a- Judah under the reign of Hezekiah 18 --
20
b- Manasseh and Amon 21
c- The reform of Judah 22 --
23
d- The last days of Judah 24 -25
AN ANNEX

A LIST OF THE MAJOR EVENTS




Adam 4000 BC
Abraham 2000 BC
Moses 1500 BC

The exodus 1440 BC

The beginning of the Judges era 1375 BC
The enthronement of Saul 1050 BC

David reigns 1010 BC

The rebellion of Absalom 975 BC

David’s death 971 BC

The beginning of the reign of Solomon 971 BC
The division of the kingdom 931 BC

Elijah and Elisha

Elisha begins his ministry

The Assyrian captivity 722 BC

The Babylonian captivity 586 BC

Cyrus’ decree 538 BC
Ezra 500 BC

Nehemiah in Jerusalem 444 BC

A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE CONTENTS OF THE HISTORICAL BOOKS

IN THE HOLY BIBLE:

While the first and the second books of Samuel, and the first and the second

books of the kings, care for the historical parade of the work of God for the sake

of the return of His people to Him, The first and the second books of the

chronicles, on the other hand, care for the positive aspect of supporting those

returning from captivity by the spirit of hope.

The Books: 1, 2 Samuel & 1,
2 kings

The book: 1, 2 of the Chronicles




Directly mention David’s
household (2 Samuel 2: 3-5; 5:
13-16)

Care for man up to the end of captivity, to
confirm the work of God with all (1 Chronicles 1
-9)

Talk about king Saul, his
weaknesses and death (1
Samuel 9: 31)

Refer only to Saul's death (1 Chronicles 10)

Mention David'’s fall into
adultery (2 Samuel 11)

Mention nothing about that.

Mention the fruits of David’s
sin (2 Samuel 15 — 18)

Mention nothing about that

A quick reference to David’s
preparation for building the

temple (1 kings 5: 3)

A detailed account of this issue (1 Chronicles
22,28 -29)

Troubles on the way of
Solomon’s enthronement (1
kings 1-2)

Mention nothing about that

Solomon’s marriage to foreign
women (1 kings 11: 1-8)

Mention nothing about that

Present a concise parade of

the kings of Israel and Judah

Care only for the kings of Judah

End by the captivity of Judah

together with Israel

End by Cyrus’ decree (2 Chronicles 36)

Talk about the opposition of
Elijah and Elisha against the

evil kings

Mention nothing about that

Hinting to the issues
concerning the government,
and the care for the aspects
concerning of the tribes

Care for the Hebrew culture as a whole

Concentrate on the kings and

Concentrate on the temple and worship




their works

Mention Saul’s life before
being enthroned as a king (1
Samuel 16-31)

Start by David’s life as a king (1 Chronicles 11)

Saul’s struggle against David,
and the escape of the latter (1
Samuel 18-20)

Mention nothing about that

A debate with Abner, head of
Saul’'s army (2 Samuel 3: 6-
21)

Mention nothing about that

Absalom’s rebellion (2 Samuel
15-18)

Mention nothing about that

THE DIVIDED KINGDOM

THE JODAH

YEAR ISRAEL THE EVENTS

931/913 | Rehoboam
(17 years)

(1 kings 11: 43) (2 Chronicles 9: 31).
Because of him the kingdom divided.
He cared for the economy. He set
idols after worshipping the true God

for three years

931/910 Jeroboam (1 kings 12: 20). Built Shechem a

(21 years) capital for Israel. Set two golden

calves in Dan and Bethel. Allowed
anyone to be a priest. Changed the

system of feasts.

913/911 | Abijam (3

years)

(1 kings 14: 31). Despite his
wickedness he resorted to God in his

war against Israel




911/870 | Asa (41 (1 kings 15: 9) (2 Chronicles 14: 1).
years) Broke down the pagan alters; and
removed his grandmother from being
a queen mother for she worshipped
the goddess Ashtoreth.
910/909 Nadab (2 (1 Kings 15: 25)
years)
909/ 886 Baasha (24 | (1 Chronicles 15: 16). Led the people
years) to idol-worship
889 /885 Elah (2 (1 Kings 16: 8)
years)
885 Zimri (7 (1 kings 16: 10); Commander of half
days) the chariots; killed Elah and reigned in
his place
885/ 880 Tibni the (1 Kings 16: 21)
son of
Ginath
880/874 Omri (12 (1 Kings 16: 22). Built Samaria as the
years) capital of Israel; had military strength;
led the people to idol-worship.
874 /853 Ahab (22 (1 kings 16: 28). Married the evil
years) Jezebel. Against him, the prophet
Elijah struggled
872/ 848 | Jehoshaphat (1 kings 15: 24). His son married the
(25 years) daughter of Ahab. Had a mighty army.
Worshipped the living God
853/ 852 Ahaziah (2 | (1 kings 22: 40). Suggested a
years) commercial deal with Judah
852/841 Jehoram Joram (2 kings 3: 1). Suffered famine

(12 years)

and war most of his reign




853/ 841

Jehoram
(Joram)

(8 years)

Joram a partner in reigning with his
father Jehoshaphat (1 kings 22: 50).
Married the daughter of Ahab; forced
the people to idol-worship. Killed his

brothers.

841/

Jehoahaz
(one year)

Or Ahaziah (2 Kings 22; 1). Was a
friend of Jehoram king of Israel

841 /835

Athaliah (6

years)

(2 kings 11: 1). Killed her
grandchildren, except for Joash who
was saved from her hand. Robbed the
temple to build a temple for Baal.

841/814

Jahu (28

years)

(2 kings 9: 2) Responsible for the
murder of Joram (Judah), Ahaziah
(Israel), and Jezebel. He killed the
priests of Baal, yet he did not

completely worship God.

835/ 796

Joash (40

years)

(Jehoash) (1 kings 11: 2). Repaired
the temple and broke down the altars
of Baal. Yet, after the death of
Jehoiada the priest, he distanced
himself from the true God, and

ordered the killing of Jehoiada’s son..

814 /798

Jehuahaz

(17 years)

(2 Kings 10: 35) Encouraged idol-

worship

798 /782

Joash (16

years)

Jehoash (2 Kings 13: 9) Although he
respected Elisha as a prophet, yet he

walked in evil.

796/ 767

Amaziah (29

years)

2 kings 12: 21) He did not completely
destroy idol-worship

782 /753

Jeroboam Il

(31 years)

(2 Kings 14: 16). He became an

example of evil, even though he was




politically and economically strong.

791 /740 | Uzziah (52 (Azariah) (2 kings 15: 1) Loved
years) construction; Organized the army. But,
forcing himself upon priesthood, he
was struck with leprosy.
753 /752 Zechariah (2 kings 14: 29) Encouraged idol-
(6 months) | worship

752 Shallum (1 | (2 kings 15: 1)
month)

752 /742 Menahem 2 kings 15: 14) Overtaxed his people
(10 years)

750 /736 | Jotham (2 kings 15: 7) Even though he cared
for the temple, yet he allowed for idol-
worship

7421 740 Pekahiah (2 | (2 kings 15: 22)

years)

740 /732 Pekah (8 (2 kings 15: 25) Many were led

years) captives to Assyria.

736 /716 | Ahaz (16 (2 kings 16: 1) Closed the gates of the

years) temple. Offered his son a sacrifice to
idols.

7321722 Hosheah (9 | (2 kings 17: 1) Was committed to pay

years) tribute to Assyria. Assyria invaded
him, led many captives, and replaced
them with foreigners.

722 Samaria falls into Assyrian
captivity by Shalmaneser

716/ 687 | Hezekiah (29 (2 kings 16: 20) Cleansed the temple.

years)

Established the ministry; Broke down

the idols; even the bronze serpent of




Moses

God added 15 years to his days. But
with pride, he revealed the treasuries
of the temple to the Babylonian

delegates.
697 / 642 | Manasseh (55 (2 kings 21: 1) He brought idol-
years) worship back; practiced sorcery;
offered one of his sons a sacrifice; set
an idol in the temple; and killed a
multitude of his people.
Then he repented while being
captivated in Assyria.
642 /640 | Amon (2 (2 kings 21: 18)
years)
640/ 608 | Josiah (31 (2 kings 21: 24) While repairing the
years) temple, the book of the law of god was
discovered.. Celebrated the Passover;
And broke down the pagan temples.
608 Jehoahaz (3 (Shallum) (2 kings 23: 31). Was
months) imprisoned and taken to Egypt where
he died.
608 /597 | Eliakim (2 kings 23: 34) Burnt a scroll with the
(Jehoiakim) word of God. Was manipulated by
11 years Egypt, then by Babylon; the treasures
of the temple were carried to Bbylon.
He saw the first captivation to Babylon
597 Jehoiakin (3 (2 kings 24: 6) The second captivation
months) to Babylon. While in prison he
befriended Evil-Merodach the son and
the successor of Nebuchadnezzar.
597 / 586 | Mattaniah (2 kings 24: 17) Saw the burning of




(Zedekiah) 11 the temple. In the last captivation he
years was led to Babylon, after his two sons
were killed before his eyes, then his
eyes were put out, was bound with

bronze fetters and taken to prison in

Babylon

586 The fall
of
Jerusa
em, and
the
captivat
ion of
Judah
to
Babylo
n

AN INSPIRATION FROM THE SECOND BOOK OF THE
KINGS

GIVE ME A DOUBLE PORTION OF THE SPIRIT OF THE PROPHET ELIJAH
TO BEAR A FIERY HEART, FATHERHOOD, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS

+ Together with Elisha, grant me a double portion of the spirit of the prophet
Elijah
To carry a double portion of Your strength;

To consummate Your plans toward me.

+ Let me, by the mantle of Elijah strike the Jordan;

To find a way for myself through the waters;




To cross over, together with Elisha, supported by the fellowship of the

saints.
+ | seek from You no miracles to show off;
But | seek Your work in me, O God of miracles and wonders.
+ | ask You to renew my nature;
To carry the shadow of Your fatherhood, compassion, and love for all;
To become an icon of You;
That is the miracle | seek from You, O God of the impossible.
+ O, how amazing is Your longsuffering on me!
I, who broke Your covenants with me; and disregarded Your law and
commandment;

I, who delivered myself to captivity and servitude;

I, who was humiliated by the violent Assyria, and captivated by the
arrogant Babylon;

| should not admonish You;

For it is my sin that carried me into captivity, and shackled me by eternal
chains;

Who can loose me from them, but Your grace, O my King and Liberator?




THE FIRST SECTION

THE FIERY
ELIJAH

(2 Kings 1)

AN EXALTED AUTHORITY

THE DOOR OF HOPE IS OPEN EVEN WITH CHASTISEMENT:

While the first book of the kings cares more for the Northern kingdom, to reveal
the pagan kings, and how their reign did not last long, because of their idol-
worship and corruption, The second book of the kings cares to confirm that the
persistence of the leaders of the Northern Kingdom on idol-worship, led to the
destruction of the whole kingdom; when God sent Assyria to invade and

captivate it.

The kingdom of Judah (the Southern kingdom) did not learn the lesson, but
walked along the same way of her sister Israel (the Northern kingdom); and

because of her treason and unfaithfulness to God, particularly with the sins in



which king Manasseh has fallen, God allowed Babylon to come to destroy the

temple, and to lead the people of Judah into captivity to Babylon.

Yet the last three verses of the book came to open the door of hope before them;
when king Jehoiakin was released from prison, and enjoyed good treatment by
Evil-Merodach, king of Babylon. It is as though God calls the whole people, by
the spirit of hope, to return to Him, to bring them back to their home, and to
rebuild His temple.

The way the first book of the kings started with the enthronement of king
Solomon in place of his father David, and with the glory, honor, riches, and
authority; he enjoyed, so the second book of the kings started with the prophet

Elijah and his amazing authority.

When Elijah sought from heaven to send fire to consume the two arrogant
leaders of fifties with their men, heaven instantly responded to his request. And
the book ends with the two kingdoms Israel and Judah, loosing, not only their
authority, but even their whole entity. In the same way, while the true believer
enjoys a heavenly authority, he who persists on opposing the truth, will lose even
the natural temporal authority.

CHAPTER 1



“WHAT KIND OF MAN?”

THE FIERY ELIJAH:

Through my study of the first and the second books of the kings, my heart was
drawn to the person of the prophet Elijah, the fiery man of God; who lived his
ministry with a fiery heart, that even in certain of his miracles, fire came down
from heaven, whether to consume two leaders of fifties together with their men (2
Kings 1), or to proclaim God’s acceptance of his sacrifice (1 Kings 18: 38).
Finally, that man with a heart of fire, by the divine grace, was worthy of God
sending to him a fiery chariot with fiery horses (2 kings 2: 11) to carry him up to
heaven, to partake of the heavenly creatures, and to enjoy the presence of God,

the Consuming Fire.

This chapter narrates to us a terrifying episode that reveals the danger of the sin
of apostasy from God, and of the persistence on not returning to Him; when
Ahaziah, the wicked king of Israel, fell through the lattice of his upper room in
Samaria, and was severely injured. ... How did happen while being secure in his
royal palace? Was he drunk and unconscious? The author did not elaborate;
except to say that he fell and was injured, and it so seemed that his condition
was serious. And instead of repenting and returning to God, he, most probably,
according to the counsel of his evil mother Jezebel, sent messengers to inquire
of Beelzebub, the god of Ekron, if he will recover from his injury

The messengers were encountered by the prophet Elijah, who brought to them a
divine message that their master will not recover, on account of resorting to a
pagan god who cannot give life nor healing to the sick. Once they returned and
told the king what happened, and being sure from their description of the man,
that it was Elijah, he sent a leader of fifties with his men to put him under arrest,

who, when he haughtily ordered the prophet to come down to the king, Elijah



sought fire from heaven to consume him together with his men. This was
repeated with a second leader of fifties and his men. But when a third one came
to him with the spirit of humility, God commanded him to come down and to go
with him to encounter the king, which he did.

Although Ahab, father of Ahaziah was evil, yet, on the political and economic
aspect, he was strong enough to bring the kingdom of Moab under his authority,
to pay him tribute. Once Ahab died, and was replaced by Ahaziah his son, Moab

rebelled against him and sought independence.

This chapter provides us with a comparison between Ahaziah the evil man who
rebels against God, and Elijah the man of God.

When the king got the message sent by Elijah, he inquired: “What kind of man
was it who came up to meet you and told you these words?” (7). He was not
preoccupied with the divine message, but with the identity of the one who sent it,.
Elijah, on the other hand was only preoccupied with consummating the will of

God, whatever the cost is.

Between the prophet Elijah and John the Baptist:

Comparing between the persons of the prophet Elijah and John the Baptist, St.
Ambrose says:

[Both of them lived in the wilderness. While Elijah was sustained by ravens,
there, John trampled over all the pleasures of life, and loved poverty

One did not seek favor in the sight of king Ahab; and the other despised that of
king Herod.

The mantle of one divided the water of the River Jordan; and the other turned

those waters to cleanse our sins and grant us salvation.



The one appeared with the Lord in glory (in the transfiguration); and the other
lived with the Lord on earth.

The one preceded the first coming of the Lord; and the second will precede His
second coming.

The one, by his prayers, brought rain on the earth that dried up for a duration of
three years; and the other cleansed the dust of sin off our bodies in the water of
faith all along three years.

You may ask me: What three years? To which | would answer by the words of
the Lord Himself, saying: “For three years | have come seeking fruit on this fig
tree, and find none” (Luke 13: 7)

The first year, in the era of the patriarchs, when the harvest reached an
extent that was never realized thereafter.

The second year, in the time of Moses and the prophets.

The third year, when our Lord and God came to “preach the acceptable
year of the Lord” (Luke 4: 19)]

1- A divine leadership 1-8

2- Glorifying God 9-14
3- Trusting in God 15

4- Consummation of the will of God 16 — 18
1- A DIVINE LEADERSHIP:

The worst enemy of man is when his heart and mind retreat from his inner
depths, and the true life, to the outside appearances. The fall of Ahaziah from the
lattice of his upper room, and his serious injury, should have exhorted him to care
for his eternity, to take heed of the shortcomings of his family, and to seek the
counsel and help of the Almighty God, instead of resorting to the vain gods; But
he sent messengers to Beelzebub to inquire whether he will recover from his

injury.... Elijah, the man of God, on the other hand, being trained on having the



Lord Himself as his Leader and Guide, God sent to him an angel to command
him to go to encounter the messengers of the king of Israel, and to carry to him a

message to rebuke him on resorting to Beelzebub.

“Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab” (1)

Moab, which, once submitted Israel (Judges 3: 12-14), overcome by king David
(2 Samuel 8: 2), probably became independent after the death of Solomon, then
was overcome by Omri king of Israel, according to what is engraved on the
‘Moabite stone’, a memorial that was discovered in the year 1869. The Moabites
continued paying tribute to Israel (2 Kings 3: 4) until the Israeli army scattered
after the death of king Ahab, when Moab rebelled against it (2 Samuel 8: 2; 2
Kings 3: 4).. By the rebellion of Moab, the author means the rebellion of ‘Mesha’

its well-known king..

“Now Ahaziah fell through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria
and was injured; so he sent messengers and said to them, ‘Go, inquire of
Beelzebub, the god of Ekron, whether | shall

recover of this injury” (2)

The talk concerning Ahaziah started in 1 Kings 22: 51, and continued here as a

consummation of the previous book.

The houses in Israel, most probably, used to be one-storied; whereas the
palaces and the luxurious houses were two-storied. So Ahaziah probably fell

through the lattice of the upper story, or through a fence around the roof,

“through alattice”, Until recently, the windows in Egypt were covered by a

wooden lattice, called ‘Arabisk’ by some, although it took after the Coptic art.



“Beelzebub”, Originally known as “Beelzebul”, namely (god of life), the greatest
of the gods worshipped by the Philistines; in his temple in the city of Ekron,
claimed to have a secret exalted power to protect them against iliness and death
caused by the germs carried by the house flies. And as the Jews were fond of
playing with words, they changed the name of that god and called it “Beelzebub”,
namely (God of the house flies); either to honor or to scorn the Philistinian Baal
(See Matthew 10: 25; 12: 24; Mark 3: 22; Luke 11: 15, 18, 19). . Some read it as
(the god of trash); and was counted by the Jews as ‘the rulers of the demons’
(Matthew 12: 24).

It was not the same Canaanite god “Baal” which was worshipped by Ahab and
Jezebel (1 kings 16: 29-33).

In Taylor's Calmet, there is an interesting portrait of an ancient antiquity
representing the head of the god Jupiter with the appearance of a huge house
fly.

According to Scaliger, the original name of that god was ‘Baal-Zebahim’, namely
(Master of the sacrifices), and scornfully the Jews changed it to ‘Beelzebub’,
namely, the god who is unable to drive the house flies away from the sacrifices

offered to him.

“Ekron”, One of the five cities of the Philistines, to the north of their land.

It is amazing that although the name of the king was “Ahaziah”, meaning (Jehoah
supports), he resorted to Beelzebub to inquire whether he will be healed of his
injury, a sign of not trusting and despising the living God; and of setting forth to
drink from the water contaminated by the deadly poison of idol-worship, instead

of enjoying the living water of God.

+ It so seems that, in this, he was counseled by his evil mother Jezebel, who
turned her two sons Ahaziah and Joram, together with their father into slaves to

her.



(St. (Mar Ephraim the Syrian)

+ Despite having a higher floor in the house of the Lord, ‘Pashur’ threw the
prophet Jeremiah into the lower dungeon.. As for us, we intend now to
take Jeremiah up to the upper floor of the house of the Lord, by the
spiritually exalted meaning; which | shall make clear, by quoting many
texts in the Holy Book, that confirm that the righteous receive the

prophets in the upper floors:

According to the book of the kings, the widow of ‘Zarepath’ which belong
to Sidon, whom the Lord commanded to provide for Elijah, let him stay in the

upper room of her house. (1 kings 17: 19)

Also the notable Shenomite woman, who used to give hospitality to the
prophet Elisha, made for him a small upper room to find comfort whenever he
passed by (2 Kings 4: 8-10).

The Lord Jesus counsels you, as well, saying: “Let him who is on the
housetop not come down to take anything out of his house” (Matthew 24: 17)

According to the book of Acts, the righteous apostles were gathered
together in the upper room to pray and meditate in the word of the Lord, when
the Holy Spirit came down upon them in the form of divided tongues

as of fire, and one sat upon each of them (acts 2: 3)..

And about St. Peter, who, if he did not go up on the housetop to pray,
about the sixth hour (Acts 10: 9); he would not have seen heaven opened and an
object like a great sheet bound at the four corners,

descending to him, and in it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the

earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air.



And about ‘Tabitha’ the woman who was full of good works and charitable
deeds, who was not in the lower floor, but in the upper room (Acts 9: 37), where
Peter went up to raise her from the dead .

And when the Lord Christ intended to eat the Passover with His disciples,
they said to Him: “Where do You want us to prepare? He said to them, “Behold,
when you have entered the city, a man will meet you

carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he enters; then
you shall say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, where is the
guest room in which | may eat the Passover with My

disciples. Then he will show you a large furnished upper room; their make
ready” (Luke 22: 9-12). He who intends to celebrate the Passover together with
the Lord Jesus Christ, should never choose the lower floor,

but should be sitting high up in the large furnished, adorned and prepared
upper room; where He will offer you the cup of the new covenant and the bread

of grace; where He will grant you His body and blood.

We therefore counsel you to ascend to the high up places; to raise your

eyes toward the mountains.

(The scholar Origen)

“But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, ‘Arise, go up to
meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them: Is it
because there is no God in Israel, that you are

going to inquire of Beelzebub, the god of Ekron?™ (3)

The latest mention of the prophet Elijah was when he talked to king Ahab in the

vineyard of ‘Nabot the Jezreelite”, four years earlier (1 kings 21: 17-24)



Following the lead of his evil parents in their worship of the Baall, Ahaziah did not
send his messengers to the temple in Samaria lest the news of his serious injury
would spread to his people.

We learn from the prophet Elijah that God can enter into the life of His people in
the time He chooses. That in every era, God sends prophets , whose talents are
well-qualified for that specific circumstances, to have witnesses who illuminate
the darkness. God always work to the account of His kingdom, even if man
wrongly thinks that He has turned His face away from humanity, because of their
corruption; “If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself” (2
Timothy 2: 13).

As the events of the life of the prophet Elijah, most always carried the element of
surprise, the way it happened here, some of the Jewish scholars tended to

assume that he was an angel, and to call him in ‘Haggadah’ ‘the Bird of Heaven’;
for he was like a bird flying in the world to realize heavenly missions; he was sent
by God in the era of Ahab, the most evil of the kings of Israel, and his equally evil

son Ahaziah.

According to St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi, [Because he was splendid, beautiful,
righteous, and blameless; he was taken up to blameless place. Compared to his
brethren in humanity, and not absolutely. He bore the symbol of the Lord Christ

in many ways he portrays here:

+ Elijah the watcher and full of beauty, mixed his whole life with God, and
dwelt in the wilderness far from the worldly pleasures;

He acquired a good will with God, not contradictory to the divine will;

In all things he was commanded to fight against the people, he arose to do
the will of God,;



He did not long to do anything on his own, but to consummate all the work
of God,
He did not live for himself, nor moved to work for his own sake; all his

movements were in the hand of God;

+ Elijah arose and came to encounter the messengers sent by the son of
Ahab to Beelzebub

He said to them: Go and say to your master the king: “Is it because there
is no God in Israel, he sent to inquire from the god of the Philistines?”

Has he not heard that the Lord of the children of Jacob is greater than all
the other gods?

Whose news are in Egypt, and His experience is in the sea; His might in
Horeb, and His majesty in Shiloh.

Whose dwelling place is in Sinai, His fear is in the whole world; His name
is exalted in Jordan and Jericho;

His sword and His bow are in all the peoples; His terror is in Palestine,
and His great might in the islands;

Who did not hear that there is a God for the children of Jacob? ...Why is

He now scorned as though non-existent?

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

“Now therefore, thus says the Lord, “You shall not come down from
the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die’. So Elijah
departed” (4)

“Bed or divan”: The royal bed, as it is nowadays in the houses of the wealthy of
the East, is a divan 3 or 4 feet wide, and about a foot high; sometimes extends
the whole length of the room, and other times occupies three sides of it, used

during the day for sitting, and during the night for sleeping. It is usually about a



foot higher than the ground; and according to Hackett, it is sometimes so high
that it needs two or three steps to climb, and may be more for the royal bed.

Hence it is said: “"the bed to which you have gone up” (4); and David says: “I

shall not go up to the comfort of my bed” (Psalm 132: 3)

The king inquired from a foreign pagan god, but the answer came from the true
God, in whose hand are life and death. Elijah uttered “You shall surely die”, not
on his own, but on behalf of God who has the authority on life, who kills and let
live. That verdict is a natural fruit of resorting to a pagan god, assuming that he

can heel him.

Elijah then returned to his dwelling place on Mount Carmel (2 Kings 2: 25; 1
Kings 17: 42)

Presenting a concise comparison between the living God whom the king
disregarded, and Beelzebub, the god of Ekron to whom he resorted, St. (Mar)

Jacob El-Serougi says:

1- The living God, being the Grantor of life to whoever seeks Him; how could
anyone seeks heeling from Beelzebub?

2- The living God is of authority, capable of granting life by his might.

3- The living God listens to the prayer, and responds to it; whereas

Beelzebub is neither able to listen nor to respond.

+ Life is not in the hands of Beelzebub to be sought from him;
As the living God is the Life-Giver; not seeking from Him, You will not live;
God, having authority on the life of men, you should seek it from Him;
As the devil of Ekron is helpless to respond, and hence should not be
asked; God who knows, said: “You shall surely die”.



“And when the messengers returned to him, he said to them, ‘Why

have you come back?”” (5)



Not knowing the identity of that strange man, who talked with authority about the
king, and not daring to ask him about his name, nor to consummate their way to
Ekron; the messengers returned to tell the king the message of God on the

tongue of Elijah.

The king most probably knew that it had to be Elijah the Tishbite, whose amazing
works against his father Ahab and his mother Jezebel he heard, and whom he

has probably seen.

“So they said to him, ‘a man came up to meet us, and said to us,
‘Go return to the king who sent you, and say to him, ‘Is it because there is
no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire

of Beelzebub, the God of Ekron? Therefore, you shall not come

down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die

(6)

He did not benefit from the experience of his parents who were terrified before
Elijah, because they have gone astray from the way of the truth. Therefore, the
way they were chastised, the prophetic voice came to him, saying: “You shall not

come down from the bed to which you have gone up; You shall surely die”

As the people, together with their leaders, perverted to idol-worship, after Ahab
and Jezebel, then their sons, like Ahaziah, the prophet felt responsible to exhort
the people to return to worship the living God. He confronted Ahab; by making
him suffer draught for three and a half years; and by telling him that the dogs will
lick his blood; And behold, here he firmly proclaim to Ahaziah that he will not
come down from the bed to which he has gone up, and that he shall surely die. In
that he did not intend to avenge himself, but as a watchman he feared for the

perdition of the whole people, because of the perversion of their kings. He



intended to close the door shut before idol-worship, and to make the people

return to that of the living God.

+ The messengers of the son of Ahab heard what Elijah said, and returned
to the king with the bad tidings, that he will not come down from the bed to which
he has gone up;

To the sick pagan king, they carried the death sentence, and wounded his
heart by the words of Elijah;

The prophet came to be like a watchman on the children of Jacob, and his
rebuke was strong against the idol-worshippers among them;

He killed Ahab by a verdict against him; and now came to chase his sons;

By his spiritual judgments, he was diligent to uproot idol-worship from the
hearts of the people;

He said to Ahab: [The dogs will lick up your blood]; and sent a word to his
son, saying: [You shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up];

As a warrior, he fought against the pagan kings, and rebuked them in their
presence without fear;

Whenever they perverted from the living God to other gods, he strongly
confronted them;

He delivered some to the dogs, and others to death, to guard his people
by the awesome chastisements of God;

He used every chance to close shut the ways of idol-worship before the

circumcised children of Abraham.

(St. (Mar) Jacob el-Serougi)

“Then he said to them, ‘What kind of man was it, who came to meet
you and told you these words?” (7)

“So they answered him, ‘He was a hairy man, and wore a leather
belt around his waist’. And he said, ‘It is Elijah the Tishbite™ (8)



By hearing the description of the man who confronted his messengers, that he
was “a hairy man, and wore a leather belt around his waist”, the king knew that it
was Elijah the Tishbite, (whose outer appearance and his spirit we can also

perceive in St. John the Baptist, ‘the second Elijah’ (Matthew 3:4).

“A hairy man”; a reference to his long hair; although, according to some it may

refer to his leather mantle , the regular attire of the prophets (Zechariah 13: 4)

According to St. John Chrysostom, the outer appearance of Elijah bore a kind of
primitive life. In the transfiguration of the Lord Christ, Moses and Elijah appeared
with Him; and he says: [Both of them were not eloquent; for Moses was “slow of
speech, slow of tongue” (Exodus 4: 10), and Elijah had a primitive appearance.
Both of them elaborately kept the optional life of poverty. Moses did not work for
any worldly profit, and Elijah had nothing more than his leather mantle...
Nevertheless, according to St. John Chrysostom, the king of Israel, with all his

possibilities, was in need of Elijah with his apparent poverty.

+ The king was in need of that poor man;

He who had a plenty of gold, depends on him who had nothing but his
leather mantle.

The leather mantle was therefore more exalted than the purple, and the
cave of the righteous was greater than the royal courts;

When Elijah was taken up to heaven, he left nothing to his disciple Elisha,
but the leather mantle ;

As though he said to him: By the help of this mantle | strove against the
devil; and when you take it you will be armed against him;

Persistence is a strong weapon; a steadfast stronghold of eternity;

Elisha has got the leather mantle as a great inheritance, more valuable

than gold;



Elijah left his leather mantle to his disciple; And the ascending Son of God
left for us His body.

Elijah truly took off his mantle before he was taken up; And the Lord Christ
left His body behind for our sake; then took it back to ascend with it.

+ As Elijah was clothed with a rough garment, so were all the saints who,
being in a continuous working condition, they trampled every adornment
under their feet. Proclaimed by the Lord as the greatest commendation of
virtue; He says about John the Baptist:: “What did you go up to see? a
man clothed in soft garment; Indeed those who wear soft clothing are in
kings’ houses” (Matthew 11: 8)

(St. John Chrysostom)

Like Elijah, Jeremiah had his loin was girded by a rough leather belt; as though to
partake of his people’s celebration of Passover; or to head the command
of the Lord Christ to His disciples: “Let your waists be girded”

(Luke 12: 35); which, according to St. Jerome, is a commandment “not to allow
the flesh to lust against the Spirit” (Galatians 5: 17). According to St. John
Chrysostom, girding the waist refers to that man is perpetually

moving and working.

+ Since a long time we see in the saints, examples of the importance of
wearing a girdle:
“John the Baptist was clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist” (Matthew 3: 4); as Elijah before him was (2 kings 1: 8).
It is also obvious from the words of the angel to St. Peter, saying: “Gird
yourself, and tie on your sandals” (Acts 12: 8); and from the prophecy of
Agabus, when “He took Paul’s belt, bound his own hands and feet, and



said, ‘Thus says the Holy Spirit, so shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the
man who owns this belt” (Acts 21: 11).

The Lord commanded the righteous ‘Job’ to gird himself (Job 38: 3).

The Lord’s disciples used to gird themselves, as is obvious when the Lord

forbade them to carry money in their belts.(Matthew 10: 9).

(St. Basil the Great)

+ Despising the wool of sheep, as a kind of luxury, the blessed St. John the
Baptist chose to put on himself camel’s hair. ... How could he do
otherwise, he who, forsaking the pleasure and comfort of living in cities,
headed to the seclusion of the wilderness, to live in peace with God, away
from all the vain and valueless appearances.. Like Elijah and John the
Baptist, was Isaiah who was barefoot and almost naked wearing
sackcloth, the attire of humility (Isaiah 20: 2). So has been Jeremiah who
had nothing more than “a linen sash around his wait” (Jeremiah 13: 1)

(St. Clement of Alexandria)

2- GLORIFYING GOD:

“Then the king sent to him the captain of fifty with his fifty men. So
he went up to him; and there he was, sitting on the top of a hill. And he spoke to
him: ‘Man of God, the king has said, ‘Come

down’ (9)

It was enough to send one soldier or an officer to put such unarmed man under

arrest; But what Ahaziah heard about what Elijah did with his father and mother,



made him fear him; and, instead of repentance he thought that by a multitude of

soldiers he could arrest him.

Saying: “Man of God”, the captain of fifties knew that Elijah was sent from God;
and he most probably knew how, by his prayers, he brought fire from heaven to
consume the sacrifice. He, however thought that the king had enough authority
on him; that, with his fifty men, he could put him under arrest, and that he will not
escape from their hands. He called Elijah “Man of God” because, even though
the king himself and his royal court perceived his true identity, yet they could not

endure his presence. .

This title was first given to the prophet Moses (Deuteronomy 3: 1); then to
Samuel (=1 Samuel 9: 6-7); to Elijah (1 kings 1: 9-13), to Elisha (2 kings 4: 9), to
David (2 Chronicles 8: 14), and to Timothy (1 Timothy 6: 11)

+ Persisting upon his stubbornness, the king, instead of repentance and
returning to God, sent a captain of fifties with his fifty men to put the man of God

under arrest.



“So Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty: ‘If | am a man of
God, then let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty
men’. And fire came down from heaven and

consumed him and his fifty” (10)

As he previously did by seeking fire to come down from heaven to consume the
sacrifice, to oppose the priests of Baal (1 Kings 18: 36-38); Now he seeks fire
from heaven to let Ahaziah and his men perceive that the Lord God of Israel is

awesome and has the authority on nature, whereas the god of Ekron is helpless.

Commenting on the prophet saying “ “If | am a man of God”, the scholar Origen
says: [In the church there are “men of God”; whereas those who have forsaken
prudence and understanding, are counted like beasts, according to the saying of

the psalmist “O Lord, You preserve man and beast” (Psalm 36: 6). In case one of



these simple beings dies in sin and becomes a rotten corpse, whoever touch it
will be defiled. That is concerning the domesticated animals, whereas he sees
the dead lion refers to the attachment to the devil, about which the apostle Peter
says: “Your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour” (1 Peter 5: 8). The wolves refer to the heretics, according to the
saying of the apostle Paul: “For | know this, that after my departure, savage
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock” (Acts 20: 29); He who

follows their lead will be as though defiled by touching the corpse of a dead wolf.

For the sake of the glory of God, Elijah sought fire from heaven to consume the
captain of fifties together with his fifty men, those who persisted on their
haughtiness. Now, having come down to the world, the Lord Christ set out of His
true ministers flames of fire, filled with love, that turn the enemies to beloved
friends (Romans 12: 14-21).

The word of Elijah brought forth the same lethal fire from heaven mentioned in
the book of Numbers 11: 1; and talked about by the apostles (Luke 9: 54). God
has previously proclaimed receiving Elijah’s sacrifice by fire from heaven; Now
the same fire comes down from heaven to consume the soldiers of Baal who
assumed by their evil hearts that they could put the man of God under arrest.
According to St. Aphrahat the Persian Savant: [The captains of the fifties were
consumed for they approached the mountain on which Elijah was sitting; he who
was later taken up to heaven by a chariot of fire. Hence, beloved brethren, the
righteous are tested by fire like gold, silver, and precious stones; whereas the

wicked will be consumed by fire like wood, chaff and weeds.

Men as a whole, including the children of Israel, were in need to perceive the fear
of God to forsake idol-worship and their disobedience of the divine
commandment. But the Lord Christ, having come to raise humanity to spiritual
maturity, rejected the request of His two disciples, Jacob and John, to bring down

fire from heaven to consume the Samaritans who did not receive Him, and



rejected Him in their village (Luke9: 51-56); because He came to gain humanity

by His love proclaimed on the cross, and not to consume them by fire.

Elijah’s heart desire was not revenge; but what he uttered was a proclamation
together with a warning against an actuality revealed to him by the Lord. That fire
from heaven does not contradict the love of God, but God suffers long upon the
wicked, and in a proper time He allows for chastisement, to become a practical
lesson before the others. Fire came down from heaven, and not up from earth;
for men are not allowed to burn one another, nor to seek from God to avenge

them.

+ The king sent a captain of fifties with his fifty men to bring Elijah forth to
him, even against his will.

That pagan king Ahaziah was worthy to have Jezebel as his mother;

How could he expected to be, being born and raised by such a wicked
mother?;

With such a cruel heart like his mother’s, he intended to fight Elijah by fifty
men;

How could such a man like Elijah, before whom all creation tremble, be
overcome by fifty men?

How could such a man whom both height and depth fear, be brought by
the son of Jezebel like a weakling?

How could such a man who called fire to come down, and it did, be
overcome by the chaff?

How could such a man whose voice, fire recognizes and obeys, not be
feared by such weak men?

In that he followed his mother’s lead, who previously threatened that same
mighty man; and intended to kill him, whom death itself fears.

The captain of the fifties saw him sitting alone on the top of the mountain.



(St. (Mar) Jacon EI-Serougi)

“Then he sent to him another captain of fifty and his fifty men. And
he answered and said to him, ‘Man of God, thus has the king said, ‘Come

down quickly™ (11)

Not learning from the lesson of the consumption of the captain of fifties and his
fifty men; instead of repenting and feeling grief on the those he caused to die, the
wicked king, with the cruelty of heart, sent another captain of fifties with his fifty
men; then again for a third time (13); even though the third captain of fifties had
humility and wisdom more than his king who, together with pride, he was also

foolish.

“So Elijah answered and said to them, ‘If | am a man of God, let fire
come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men’. And the
fire came down from heaven and consumed him

and his fifty” (12)

+ He sent again a captain of fifties with his fifty men, more arrogant than the
first;

He also came up to Elijah and said to him: “Man of God, thus has the king
said: ‘Come down quickly’;

The first captain of fifties who went up to Elijah was probably not to blame
like the second one who followed him;

For the first one was consumed by fire without seeing a precedent
episode, that would probably make him fear what would come on him;

The arrogance of the second captain of the fifties was therefore greater,
because on his way to Elijah, he must have seen with his own eyes the burnt up

corpses scattered on the mountain;



The awful smell of his fellow officer the first captain of fifties who was
consumed by fire, did not deter him from going up to the man of God;

Together with his fifty men, he trampled with rage upon the scattered
corpses of their fellows, toward the man who consumed them;

With a wild, cruel, and evil will, he did not tremble before the fire that
consumed the first group

He made his heart as hard as stone, he threatened to fight against God
and His fire;

He raised his voice saying to Elijah: “Man of God, thus has the king said:
‘Come down quickly™;

And Elijah answered him saying: “If | am a man of God, let fire come down
from heaven and consume you and your fifty men”; and the fire came down and
consumed them”;

A cruel heart that did not learn from the lesson of what happened to the
first captain of fifties;

Having no fear he became horror; and having not learned the lesson, he
became an example;

The shepherd of the people stood on the mount to guard his flock by
powers, and wonders;

When the wolves gathered together to devour him, He sought fire from his
Lord to consume them;

The flame became for him as a great rod by which he chased the wild
beasts away from his flock;

The prophet sought the fire twice to gather together his scattered flock; by
a miracle;

The fire recognized his voice and responded to everything He sought.

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)



Why did God allow for the two captains of fifties to be consumed by fire

together with their fifty men?

According to the scholar Tertullian, as the first two captains of fifties, were
probably two false prophets of the god Beelzebub, God allowed for the fire to
come down from heaven to confront the idol-worship by violence. As Israel
perverted to idol-worship, believing that Beelzebub is the god of rain, fire, and
crops;, whose worship also includes offering their children as human sacrifices,
both prophets Elijah and Elisha intended to confirm that the power of the true
God, and His authority upon fire, rain and crops, are far beyond the alleged
power of the Baal; and to proclaim their care for the little children, by reviving the
son of the widow of Zarephath which belongs to Sidon (1 Kings 17: 17-24), and

of raising the Shunammite woman’s son from the dead (2 Kings 4: 18- 37).

+ In the days of the Old Covenant, punishment was physical upon any crime
or disobedience done by the people; according to the statute: “eye for eye,
tooth for tooth etc.” (Exodus 21: 24); as a deterrent through fear of the

physical punishment against such offenses.

In the days of Elijah, because the Jewish people forsook God, offered
sacrifices to the idols; and not only refused to honor the prophets of God ,
but intended to kill them, Elijah, filled with the jealousy of God, caused
some to be put under such physical punishment; to heel those who were
slothful for the salvation of their souls through fear of physical punishment..

The same thing happened through the blessed Peter in the case of
Ananias and Sapphira his wife, who perished for lying to the Holy Spirit,
to become a lesson to others; hence it was said: “So great fear came upon

all the church and upon all who heard these things” (Acts 5: 11)



As the miserable Jews only thought about their bodies, and not about their
souls, God the divine Judge let them suffer pain in those bodies, to which

they have much dedicated.

We realize as well that the two captain of fifties might have perished
because of not giving honor to Elijah, not on account of his advanced age,
nor of being “a man of God”; the Holy Spirit talked on the tongue of the

prophet; and struck them with a breath from heaven.

With justice, few were punished by death, to grant salvation to many.

(Father Caesarius bishop of Arle)

Consumption of men by fire was not an act chosen by Elijah on his own,
but he was moved to do it through the Holy Spirit.

We should not assume that Elijah got angry, and caused the fire to come
to appease his anger;

He was driven by the Spirit in all his works, to provoke the pagans to
forsake their idol-worship;

The Lord turned him into an intermediary between Him and them, to
perform amazing wonders by his hands;

He allowed for the consumption of the two hundred to bring the others
back to him;

Because the idol-worshippers arrogantly held fast to their gods, God had
to deal with them by fire;

He consumed them by quenchable fire, to save others from the
unguenchable fire, eternally inherited;

Spiritually and with great love, the holy man moved, to give life to the worl,

dead by idols;



Even though against his own choice, he killed and burned to realize the

will of his God, and to glorify His name.

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

“Again he sent him a third captain of fifty with his fifty men. And the
third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah,
and pleaded with him, and said to him, ‘Man

of God, Please let my life and the life of these fifty servants of
yours be precious in your sight™ (13)

“Look, fire has come down of heaven and burned up the first two
captains of fifties and their fifties. But let my life now be precious in your
sight” (14)

Although the first and second captains of fifties also called him “the man of God”,
yet with the hardness of heart they intended to put him under arrest, and bring
him forth to the king. The third captain of fifties called him by the same title, but
with humility he sought mercy, pleading with him to let his life and those of his
men be precious in his sight. For although they came by an order of the king, yet,
trusting in the authority of the prophet, they sought the mercy of God. By his
humility, the third captain of fifties was worthy of that, God sent His angel to
command the prophet to go along with him to the king.

+ For the third time the king sent a captain of fifties, not caring for those who
have already perished,;

With a sick yet fearful heart, he refused to change;

With humility that could prevail on all the mighty, the third captain of fifties
went up to Elijah;



Looking at Elijah he recognized whom and how he is, and feared him like
a sea of fire;

He thought about what happened to the first two captains of fifties, and
perceived that he might end up like them;

He perceived that Elijah is a great prophet sent by a great God;

With humility he approached him seeking mercies and compassion on
himself and his fifty men;

He knelt down on his knees, and in fear, he bowed his face to the ground
before Elijah;

He approached him with a contrite heart, terrified soul, a bowed down
head; and a low voice, seeking mercy;

He said to him: “O man of God, Please let my life and the life of these fifty
servants of yours be precious in your sight; those who came against their own
will;

| know that you have the authority to send fire from heaven to consume
those who disobey you.

The way your might is known in those consumed, show off your mercy
on the world in me;

You have the authority to consume or to spare; And if you choose to spare
me, it is up to you;

By the two captains of fifties you revealed the power of God; By me now,

show His compassion and forgiveness..

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

3- TRUSTING IN GOD:

“And the angel of the Lord said to Elijah, ‘Go down with him, do not
be afraid of him; So he arose and went down with him to the king” (15)



By saying “Do not be afraid of him”, the angel sent by the Lord means that he
should not be afraid of the king or the captain of fifties. In complete trust in the
work of God, the man of God did not fear to tell the king that he will not be healed

but will die, for he has despised the true God and resorted to Beelzebub.

Talking about how the happy life is not bound to the outside circumstances, but
to the depth of the heart, St. Ambrose compares between the prophet Elijah and

the prophet Moses; and between him and king David, saying:

+ Elijah was not less happy than Moses, even though the former was in
need for food, put on the goat-skin belt; with no children, friends, nor
possessions; while the latter was a leader of a multitude, rejoiced in his
children, and girded with power. Both of them, by different means have got
equal privilege as proclaimed by the gospel, when they shined together

with the Lord Jesus in the glory of the transfiguration (Matthew 17);

Elijah was not less happy than David, even though the former was under
kings, while the latter was, himself, a king with royal authority. Yet both of them

equally gained the grace of prophecy and holiness.

(St. Ambrose)

+ By his supplication the third captain of fifties found favor in the sight of
Elijah; and mercy set to spare him;

The Lord saw a contrite heart, and sent a watcher (an angel) to instruct
Elijah to go down with him;

The Lord intended to show that whoever supplicates will have hope; and
that the door is open before him who seeks mercy’

The Lord inclined with His face toward that supplication, on account of that

it was raised with humility;



The Lord intended to proclaim that those consumed by fire were worthy of
it because of the harness of their hearts;

They perished because of their pride, while he who showed humility
before Elijah was spared.

While rebuking those who were consumed by their own choice, the Lord
intended to show his great compassion by sparing the other one;

He intended to show men that, by killing or giving life, He has the same
goal,

He consumed the first two batches, to let the pagans, through fear forsake
their idols;

And by sparing him who supplicated with humility, He intended to show
His compassion;

Those who were arrogant, the Lord sent fire to consume them; while those
who showed humility, got what they wanted;

The Lover of mankind is moved by humility; yet does not allow for the

arrogant to approach Him.

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

3- CONSUMMATION OF THE WILL OF GOD:

“Then he said to him, ‘Thus says the Lord: ‘Because you have sent
messengers to inquire of Beelzebub, the god of Ekron, is it because there is no
God in Israel to inquire of His word?

Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have

come up, but you shall surely die” (16)

With a full power, Elijah consummated the will of God. He stood before the king

who sought to kill him, and bravely told him that he will not be healed, but will



surely die. After talking to him Elijah disappeared, and the Holy Book did not tell

us how he did, and where he went.

+ Elijah went with them to the king, and with no fear he raised his voice and
rebuked him;

Face- to-face he told the king that he will surely die;

His message was the same, whether near or far;

Once he saw the king’s face, he rebuked him, with no partiality on his part,
lest he would not be true;;

Looking only to God, he cared to utter the truth everywhere;

Ahaziah died as proclaimed by the great prophet; and his word confronted
the pagans and their idols;

The death of the pagan king was a motive for many to approach God, on
account of the power they saw;

The god of Ekron was exposed before his worshippers who were terrified
to enter his temple; for the news spread everywhere;

As the wrath of God struck the pagan king, Who could not fear to mention
even the name of Elijah?

All realized that Baalzebub was helpless;

For the sake of which, all that happened, and Elijah came in such a

disturbed time.

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

“So Ahaziah died according to the word of the Lord which Elijah
had spoken. And because he had no son, Jehoram became king in his
place, in the second year of Jehoram the son of

Jehoshaphat, king of Judah” (17)



According to the word of the Lord to Elijah through His angel; Ahaziah died on his
bed; and his brother Jehoram reigned in his place , at the same time Jehoram

the son of Jehoshaphat reigned on Judah.

In the fifth year of the reign of Jehoram the son of Ahab (2 Kings 8: 16).
according to some scholars, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat reigned together

with his father in the eighteenth year of his reign.

In many of the old kingdoms, the king used to entrust certain responsibilities of
government to his firstborn son or to whom he finds qualified; a tradition that was
followed along the generations. Some scholars, count that Jehoram’s reign starts
by his partnership with his father; while others count it starting by reigning alone
after his father’s death, or in case he chooses to step aside, to acquire wisdom

and philosophy in peace.

+ After the death of Ahaziah, having no son of his own, his brother reigned
in his place; not that was what the law so proclaimed, but because that
was the way followed by the neighboring countries of Israel. ...Yet as far
as the kingdom of Judah is concerned, God commanded that the kings
had to be of the household of David.

“Now the rest of acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they not written

in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?” (18)

AN INSPIRATION FROM 2 KINGS 1

A FIRE FROM HEAVEN



+ Let me dwell together with Your prophet Elijah in the midst of the holy
mountains;

Let me dwell in Your Holy Book, the highest mountain;

To bear the spirit of strength, courage, and enlightenment.

+ Perceiving what You granted me of authority;
| have no fear of any king moving his armies;

Nor of leaders filled with haughtiness and arrogance.

+ Carrying authority, kings move their leaders as they wish;

And entrusted with authority, the leaders move their soldiers as they see
fitting;

As for me, | carry the authority You give me;

To tread upon the serpents, the scorpions, and all the hosts of darkness.

+ Carrying such an authority, heaven moves to serve me;

Fire comes down to consume the followers of demons and to scatter their
work

Following Your lead, | seek no fire to consume men;

For You came, not to burn but to save;

| seek the fire of Your Holy Spirit, the Burner of sins;

| seek Your heavenly fire to kindle the hearts with love;

| seek Your holy fire to destroy the fire of evil.




THE SECOND SECTION

ELISHA, THE WONDER-MAKER

(2 Kings, chapters 2 to 8)
THE COMPASSIONATE FATHERHOOD OF ELISH:

This section starts by the ascension of Elijah to heaven, after delivering the prophetic work to his disciple Elisha, who
desired to have a double portion of the spirit of his master, to be able to fulfill his mission and to confront the increasing
current of evil. God granted him the power to work double as many miracles as what was done by his master, not that he

is greater than him, but to confirm the need for for a greater work because of the increasing corruption.

Those miracles came in the Holy Book, not chronically, but in an exalted Theological order. They were not to demonstrate
his possibilities and capabilities of Elisha, but carried practical Theological and spiritual concepts that touch our daily life,
and our fellowship with God; and most prominently, those miracles done by God on the hands of Elisha, came to reveal

the compassionate fatherhood of the prophet.

By God'’s exalted power, Elisha divided the River Jordan by Elijah’s mantle; and in compassionate fatherhood, he
responded to the request of the sons of the prophets to send fifty men of valor to search for the prophet Elijah
everywhere. He did not rebuke and remind them that they, themselves, have told him that he will be taken from over his
head today; and that, even if they assumed that the Spirit of God has taken him away to another place, as it so previously
happened, why should they search for him? Do they intend to offer him food or drink? Would the Spirit of God take him
away, and do not provide him with all his needs?

1- He cared for the sons of the prophets, as a congregation; went with them to cut timber; and cared for the needs
of each of them, as when the iron head of the ax of one of them fell into the water.

2-  He cared for the poor widow, who was about to deliver her two sons as slaves to the creditor.

3-  He cared for the notable woman, when he sought from God to grant her a child; and when he died, he cared to
raise him from the dead..

4-  He cared for the army, and in jealousy upon the glory of God; he sought victory for them.

5-  He cared for the common people, he sought from God to fulfill all their needs.

6- He equally cared for the king, for the prophets, and for the commons; carrying love and fatherhood toward all.

7- In his fatherhood, he used both firmness and compassion as tools to carry out his mission.;
The fathers frequently counted him as a symbol of the Lord Christ, as a Minister and Philanthropic.
THE MOST PROMINENT MIRACLES PERFORMED BY ELISHA AND THEIR SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE:

1- Dividing the River Jordan by the mantle of Elijah’s mantle, (Chapter 2)  :Refers to the destruction of evil desired by

our Savior.



2- Turning the bad water to sweet water

edification.

3- Cursing the young men, the opponents to the truth
opponents of the truth

4- His prophecy to the three kings against Aram
victory

5- Blessing the oil of the widow

with His grace

6- Raising the son of the Shenumite woman

7- The deadly food becomes eatable

8- Satisfying hundred men with twenty loaves of bread
nature.

9- Cleansing Naaman the Syrian from leprosy

10- Restoration of the iron head of the ax by a wooden stick (Chapter 6)

sunken souls are lifted up

11- Making the Aramite men blind

fellowship of the heavenlies)

12- The lepers and the Aramite camp

others enjoy their good fortune.

13- Counseling the Shenumite woman to depart
care of us anywhere we go.

14- His prophecy to the Aramite Hazael

(Chapter 7)

(Chapter 7)

(Chapter 8)

(Chapter 8)

(Chapter 2) Our Christ turns all the destructive energies ti our

(Chapter 2 By our Christ, we have no fear of the

(Chapter 3) Our Christ satisfies our needs, and grants us

(Chapter 4) Our Christ fills our empty inner vessels

(Chapter 4) Our Christ is the Grantor of Resurrection

(Chapter 4) By our Christ we challenge death

(Chapter 4) By our Christ we challenge the laws of

(Chapter 5) By our Christ we enjoy the new birth in Baptism

By the wooden cross our burdened and

Those with us are more than those with them. The

Today is a day of good tiding; Care to let the

Our Christ the Controller of everything will take

The cry-out of the heart upon the fallen

CHAPTER 2

A DOUBLE PORTION OF ELIJAH’S SPIRIT

This chapter starts by heavens, opening to receive the prophet Elijah (1 — 11); and ends by the wild bears mauling the

young men who mocked the man of God.

After talking about Elijah with his fiery heart, it mentioned his ascension to heaven in a fiery chariot with fiery horses; to

refer to that whoever has his heart kindle with the heavenly love, and with the holy jealousy, his soul will be qualified to

soar up as though with a fiery chariot, to ascend to where God, the Consuming Fire; sits, and to be counted as one of His

fiery servants.

Having fulfilled his mission, Elijah ascended to heaven; and there was need for someone, with the same spirit, to

consummate his ministry, and to fulfill his mission,— Elisha who got his heart’s desire, to have a double portion of the

spirit of his fiery master the prophet Elijah.

As ‘Enoch’; was taken up to heaven without tasting death (Genesis 5: 24; Hebrew 11: 5); So was Elijah. That indicates

that, it is God alone who has the keys of life, death, the grave, and the resurrection

+ Enoch and Elijah’s death was just postponed; for they will eventually experience death, and their blood will be

shed by the vanity of the work of the antichrist (Revelation 11: 3)



(The scholar Tertullian)

The ascension of Elijah to heaven, reveals to us four kinds of persons, who encountered him, or heard about his

ascension:

1-

minister.

His companion who worked together with him: Namely Elisha, who, when Elijah threw his mantle upon him,
he left the oxen and ran after him (1 Kings 19: 19-21), and served him for as long as about ten years. And
when Elijah said to him to stay in Gilgal, in Bethel, or in Jericho, Elisha said “As the Lord lives, and as your soul
lives, | will not leave you” (2 kings 2: 4). For nor delaying to accompany Elijah and to serve together with him,

Elisha was qualified to be granted granted by God a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.

Elishah is considered a living example of whoever gets attached to the Lord Christ, and enter with Him in a

fellowship, to enjoy the spirit of strength, and become an icon of Him.

+ Your features, O Lord, are printed on us. You created us in Your image and according to Your
likeness; You made us Your currency; Yet, it is not befitting of Your image to stay in the dark, Send

the ray of Your wisdom, to scatter our darkness, so that Your image would shine in us.

+ A perfect minister of Christ has nothing beside Christ. For, if he does, he would not be a perfect

(St. Jerome)

+ Itis our right to be there in the presence of God in heaven, for we have learned the lesson while
being on earth, and went there to heaven to enjoy the love of God the Father, whom we knew while
we were on earth; and because God, the Holy Word, who made everything, taught and is teaching us

everything, and trains us on all the good things.

(St. Clement of Alexandria)



4-

The group of watchers; who, although the Spirit told them what was going to happen, yet they were satisfied
by just saying to Elisha: “Do you know that the Lord will take away your master from over you today?” (2 Kings
2: 3). They came to have a true knowledge from God Himself, but they made no attempt to get attached to
Elijah, to enjoy what Elisha did. ... They are like those who believe in the Lord Christ, but do not walk by His

Holy Spirit; they stop at the mental knowledge, and do not come to enjoy Him.

The group of workers: After Elijah was taken to heaven by a fiery chariot, Elijah did not erect a memorial
stone, nor lived in, or for the sake of the memories of the past, , but moved to work (2 kings 2: 19-22). By that,
Elisha came to be a living example of him, who perceive his being a son of God, and an ambassador of the
heavenly Lord Christ. By that, our dust hearts would turn into a new heaven; and eternity would become a life
that we taste its deposit; we touch in our practical actuality, and to which we testify , as ambassadors of the

Lord Christ, and stewards of heaven; desiring for the earth to become heaven.

+ Indeed, the Lord came to annul the old things, to call us to a greater home; to do everything to
liberate us from the unnecessary things, and from our love of the earth. Hence He referred to the
pagans, saying: “For after all these things the Gentiles seek” (Matthew 6: 32); those who present all
their labor for the sake of the present life, and do not care for the things to come, nor for any heavenly
thought.

(St. John Chrysostom)

The group of mockers: Many of those who heard the news in Bethel, stirred up young men to mock Elisha, by
saying to him: “Ascend, O baldhead” (2 kings 2: 23); as though to say to him: [Ascend like you’re your master,
O baldhead].

Elijah’s splendid life qualified him for heaven 1
Why did Elijah conceal his ascension from his disciple Elisha?

The Lord proclaims the ascension of Elijah

Elisha had no intention to leave Elijah

4
The Spirit reveals the ascension of Elijah to the sons of the prophets 5-7
A miracle at the River Jordan 8

9

Elisha seeks a double portion of Elijah’s spirit -10

Mother earth bids Elijah farewell 11
Elisha mourns Elijah’s departure 12

Elijah’s mantle 13-14

The position of the sons of the prophets 15-18

The bad water becomes sweet 19-22

Elisha curses the youths, the opponents of the truth, who mocked him 23

ELIJAH'S SPLENDID LIFE QUALIFIED HIM FOR HEAVEN:

“And it came to pass, when the Lord was about to take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind that Elijah
went with Elisha from Gilgal” (1)



While Elijah enjoyed ascension to heaven by a chariot of fire, Moses died and was buried. Yet both of them equally
appeared in the transfiguration of the Lord Chris. The ascension of Elijah has its mission, so has the death of Moses. We
should not discern between this and that, for each of them consummates the mission of the other in Christ Jesus, the

Savior of the world.

“Gilgal”: Gilgal here is a location different from that with the same name mentioned in Joshua 4: 19. For it is located in
Mount Ephraim 8 miles north of Bethel. Nowadays it is ‘Galgalia’, where the sons of the prophets dwelt (2 kings 4: 38).
The word ‘Gilgal’ means (rolling down). Leaving ‘Gilgal’, namely the (rolling down), the prophet Elijah, filled with zeal, went

to dwell in ‘Bethel’, namely in the (house of God); a reference to longing to enjoy the heavenly world.

The Holy Book told us nothing about Elisha all along the period between being called to the prophetic work (1 kings 19:
19-21) and the ascension of Elijah to heaven; which was most probably a period of discipleship by the spirit of prayer,

together with caring for the way of behavior, being a disciple of the prophet Elijah.

Looking at the scene of ascension of the prophet Elijah to heaven, St. Jacob El-Serougi calls him “the beautiful” or the
“the splendid”; probably meaning the one bearing the reflection of the splendor of God on himself, to be qualified for a
splendid heavenly chariot, to come down to carry him up to heaven. He marvels at such man of dust whom the earth
could not take hold of him, to return, like his father Adam to dust; but who set forth to dwell among and mix with the

heavenlies. It is as though he was taken away by heaven from the earth to proclaim his victory.

Having enjoyed an encounter with God on Mount Sinai, Elijah’s soul was filled with the heavenly fire; and his ascension to
heaven came as a natural extension of his perpetual attachment by his whole being to God, the Heavenly One. As there
was nothing more in him, whether in his soul or in his body, with all his energy, that inclined to see the world; his
ascension, therefore, came a fruit of his continuous ascension, his whole life, toward heaven, perpetually ascending on
the ladder of the spiritual perfection. Not being preoccupied with the human or bodily encounters, he was qualified to dwell
among the heavenlies; his continuous conquests qualified him to set forth from a world full of snares; and his spiritual

condition qualified him to dwell among the heavenly creatures.

The Holy One did not wish to let that victor become a bread for death! Before the head, that never bowed to sin and evil,

the gates of heaven were opened, so as not to bow beneath the gate of the pit.

+ Let us then talk about the ascension of that beautiful, and about the splendid chariot that came to him on earth.

Let us talk about the man of dust who was worthy of dwelling among the spirituals; and did not return to earth to
become dust.

Let us talk about the lowly creature who set forth up high; and about our fellow human being who left us to mix
with the angels.

Let us talk about the miracle, when the high-up creatures snatched someone on earth to be among their hosts.

Let us see why, and how such thing happened;

Having acquired such an exalted beauty; they took him up to dwell among those full of beauty.

Having been enlightened on Mount Sinai, and his soul was kindled with that exalted scenery;

Having been purified by the ‘Shakinah’ of secrets; and every worldly part in him was consummated,

He ascended to dwell by his mind with God; and the Most High came down to dwell in him;

The ‘splendid’ did not have to dedicate some time for perfection, for he mixed his whole life with God;

After ascending to perfection, he did not descend; for he kept on ascending all his life long;

Having had no part in him inclined toward the world, the Most High intended to take that lowly creature up to
heaven;

He intended to give him the immortal crown of life; which He took away from Adam once he got naked;



He intended to crown the ‘beautiful’, for the sake of his strife in the world;

He intended to give this glory as a gift of life to that activist who ran like champions in the tracks of
righteousness.

He intended to take him away from the world filled with suffering, for He found him not loving it, although he
dwelt in it;

He intended to give him a place in His own world of no suffering; for He realized that he lives in a place where
he does not belong;

He intended to lift him up from a pit full of snares, to an exalted and splendid place free of evil;

He intended to let him ascend to dwell among the spirituals, on account of his spiritual beauty;

The Lord intended to give rest to His good servant, saying to him , ‘Come, you who labored hard, have rest from
your labor and affliction;

‘Come, O glorified, enter into the secret place of the new life, where the greedy death is not worthy of having
you as its bread;

Behold, the gates up high are open before you; Enter, O saintly man, lest your haughty head would bow
beneath the gate of the pit.

(St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi)

+ While Elijah was taken up to heaven, Paul the apostle was taken up to heaven and paradise (2 Corinthians 12:
2, 4) (For the disciples of Christ are worthy of a double grace); where he heard unutterable words. Yet, Paul
descended again, not on account of unworthiness to stay up there, but, having enjoyed all the things that
surpass man'’s perception, he had to return to preach Christ, and to die for His sake, to earn the crown of
martyrdom.

(St. Cyril of Jerusalem)

2- WHY DID ELIJAH CONCEAL HIS ASCENSION FROM HID DISCIPLE ELISHA?

“Then Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here please, for the Lord has sent me to Bethel’, and Elisha said, ‘As
the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, | will not leave you’; so they went down\
to Bethel” (2)

“The Lord has sent me”. By a call from God, the prophet Elijah set forth in his last hours on earth to visit the sons of the

prophets in their different locations, to establish them and t give them farewell words of encouragement.

Why did Elijah sought from his disciple Elisha to stay in Gilgal?

1- In his last hours on earth, he probably intended to be alone to have hidden talks with God.

2- Having compassion on his very beloved disciple, he probably intended to spare him watching him taken from
this world, after which he would be lonely

3- Elijah probably intended to test his disciple’s love and faithfulness; who, with great love said to him, “As the Lord

lives, and as your soul lives, | will not leave you”



In very critical moments, Elijah perceived that it was time for him to depart from the labors of this world, to stand before
God face-to-face, and to live on an exalted level, where his body needs no necessities of life here. And at the same time,
Elisha perceived that it was time for his master Elijah to separate from him, whom he called: “My father, my father, the
chariot of Israel and its horsemen” (13); and there was nothing to be said by any of them to the other; for the feelings were

beyond any human expression.

“I will not leave you”. Elijah intended to conceal his ascension to heaven from his disciple Elisha; seeking no glory from
men, even from his own disciple, beloved by him, But God did not conceal it from him; hence Elisha insisted on sticking to

Elijah during his last hours on earth.

Elijah did not want to be celebrated by anyone on earth; and in his humility he sought from his disciple to forsake him, to
spare him watching his ascension. But the Holy God revealed the secret to Elisha and to the group of the sons of the
prophets. Elijah’s ascension was celebrated by the prophets on earth, while he was received with great joy by the

heavenly hosts.

+ By a secret sign, Elijah moved, prepared himself to go on his way;

Because of the beauty of his humility, he did not wish to be seen or celebrated by anyone when he goes up to
his exalted place;

Hence he hid the secret from his disciple, whom he tried to keep away by several excuses;

Having attached his heart to the High One, he thought only of him, and wanted no lowly creature to see him;

Disregarding the vain glory and honor of this world, he saw it as nothing of value.

(St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi)

3- THE LORD PROCLAIMS THE ASCENSION OF ELIJAH:

“And the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, ‘Do you know
that the Lord will take away your master from over you today?’. And he said,

‘Yes | know, keep silent™ (3)

“The sons of the prophets” who used to call their head or teacher their ‘father’, were students in the school of prophets.

Some of them were granted the gift of prophecy; and were on diverse spiritual levels.

It so seems that it was the prophet Samuel who established that system, although it is difficult to say when those schools
that spread everywhere began to function, in an attempt to confront the current of spiritual and faith corruption, that

started in the days of Jeroboam, the first king of Israel, after his dissent from Judah.

Those schools were found in Ramah (1 Samuel 19: 19-21), in Jericho (2 kings 2: 5), in Gilgal (2 kings 4: 38), in Bethel (2
kings 2: 3), and probably in other locations. Their number was substantial; claimed to be one hundred in Gilgal (2 kings 4:
43), and at least fifty in Jericho (2 kings 2: 7); in groups; some of them were married, and probably dwelt in their own
houses (2 kings 4: 1-2), while others were not married, dwelt and ate their meals together in public buildings (2 kings 6: 1-
2). and each group assembled around a certain teacher, to learn on his hands how to talk about God. Those schools

flourished in the days of Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha.

Many scholars considered the sons of the prophets on the same level of the prophets (1 kings 20: 35, 38); although the

prophet Amos discerned between the two categories (Amos 7: 14)



It so seems that the sons of the prophets embraced the good as well as the bad; And probably among them some false
prophets appeared, who perverted for some reason or other; whether to seek personal benefit from the kings and rulers,
or to gain publicity through smooth false words, that deceived the people, instead of exhorting them to repent (Isaiah 30:
10; Jeremiah 6: 14; 8: 11).

Having a specific system of education, the sons of the prophets studied the law, the history of the people of God, together
with holy poetry and music; although they were not governed by any monastic system, nor were students of theological

studies. Their mission was to help the prophets to fulfill their mission; and probably to succeed them in certain cases.

Being aware of the ascension of the prophet Elijah, probably through a divine proclamation, when they inquired from the
prophet Elisha if he knew about it, he answered ‘yes’, yet sought from them to keep silent; for it was not the time to
discuss such an exalted topic concerning the prophet Elijah, nor the ministry; and on account of that his mind was
completely preoccupied with the enjoyment of being attached to his master Elijah in the Lord. He was in no need of a
word of empathy from anyone. He perceived that it was such an exalted subject that warrants neither discussion nor
debate.

+ Intending to conceal the beauty of his way from everyone, the prophets celebrated him in groups;
He attempted to hide himself in humility; yet his Righteous Lord revealed him to many;
Once he perceived that God calls him to go up, he decided to hide himself from men;

He even sought from his own disciple to depart from him; telling him that God sent him somewhere.

(St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi)

4- ELISHA HAD NO INTENTION TO LEAVE ELIJAH:

“Then Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here, for the Lord has sent me on to Jericho’. And he said. ‘As
the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, | will not leave you'. So they came to
Jericho™ (4)

While Elijah tried to conceal the issue of his ascension from his disciple Elisha, God, on His side, proclaimed that secret to
the disciple who was qualified for prophecy. According to St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi, that proclamation by God came to
let the disciple benefit from the treasure that was within his hands; to see his mentor Elijah as a sun to enjoy its light and
splendor, and a fountain flowing with the water of life to drink from, to have his depths lifted up high; to see him as a
splendid fire, to embrace to kindle the flame of love in his depths; and as a spiritual wave that fills him with strength; and

as a sea full of divine proclamations, to receive their riches.

As there were only few hours for Elijah on earth, the disciple, hastening to seek, was given, to enter through the door
which was still open before him.

It was amazing how Elisha swore, saying: “As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives”, perceiving that the soul of Elijah has
acquired life, by being attached to God the source of life. The disciple persisted on staying with his mentor to acquire the

spiritual riches from him.

As there only hours for Elijah on earth, it was up to his disciple to hasten to seek and to take; to enter through the door
that was still open before him. It is amazing how Elisha vowed “As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives”, having
perceived that Elijah’s soul has acquired life, on account of that it was attached to God, the source of life. The disciple

insisted on not leaving his master, to acquire from him the spiritual riches.



+ As that young man was worthy of prophecy, the divine inspiration secretly instructed him not to forsake the
company of his mentor;

Come, O young man, care to take for yourself a limitless wealth, as long as that great rich treasure is at hand;

Before this treasure is lifted up from you, take for yourself as much as you can, to become, in your turn as rich
and as learned;

As long as the sun is still with you, seek from it light and adorn yourself with its splendor;

As long as you are close to that fountain that flows with life, quench your thirst from it; for it will soon be lifted up
from you up high;

As long as that live and beautiful fire is with you, hold fast to it, and kindle yourself from it, for it is bound to
disappear;

As long as the wave of the Spirit follows you, open yourself to it, and get filled with its strength;

As long as the sea, full of inspirations is still with you, trade with it, to become rich after it is lifted up from you;

Do not forsake him until you see him ascend; after he gives you a valuable thing, to make you as rich;

Hasten to get, seek to be given to you. The door is open before you; it is your lucky day if you dare;

As the Spirit secretly inspired the young man about these issues, he refused to forsake his mentor;

He said to him: “As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives”, | shall not forsake you nor separate from you, O my
good company;

He swore, putting Elijah’s soul together with the soul of God, for he was sure that it was spiritually with God,;

By saying: “As God lives, and as your soul lives”, he meant that Elijah’s soul has acquired life in God;

By it, his soul lives; and with it, is mixed; And as God lives, it lives as well with Him in one will;

He did not intend to retreat from his decision, for he longed as well to acquire the spiritual riches from the
company of that splendid mentor.

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

5- THE SPIRIT REVEALED THE ASCENSION OF ELIJAH TO THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS:

“And the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho came to Elisha and said to him, ‘Do you know that
the Lord will take away your master from over you today?’. So he answered,
‘Yes | know; keep silent™ (5)

Once the Spirit revealed Elijah’s ascension to heaven to the prophets; something that Elijah intended to conceal from
them; they set forth to tell him what the Spirit revealed to them, to perceive that it was also revealed to him.

+ To make the celebration of Elijah’s ascension great, the Spirit revealed it secretly to the prophets;
Inspired by the Spirit, the disciples came forth from Bethel and from Jericho;
They came to tell their teacher with love, saying: “The Lord will take away your master from over you today”
But Elisha told them to be silent, to keep the secret he already knew.

(St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi)

“Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here please, for the Lord has sent me on to the Jordan’. And he said,
‘As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, | will not leave you'. So the two of
them went on” (6)
When he began his prophetic work in the days of Ahab, Elijah came forth from Gilead, east of the Jordan (1 kings 17: 1).
And at the end of his prophetic work, he crossed the Jordan back, to ascend to heaven.



After visiting the school of the prophets, the Spirit sent him across the Jordan, so that his ascension would be in a

secluded location as much as possible; the way Moses ascended Mount Nebo to die.

The river Jordan was a symbol of baptism, where the believer crosses over from the love of the fallen world to the promise

of inheritance, namely to the life to come. The Lord Jesus fulfilled that promise by His incarnation and baptism (Mark 1: 9)

+ The name “Jordan” means (descent); which the Lord fulfilled, making those who dwell close to the River Jordan

be purified from the contagion of sin
(St. Ambrose)

+ At that time Elijah lived together with Elisha whom he consecrated a prophet by a divine command (1 kings 19:
19) .. They had the same way of life ... When it was time for Elijah to ascend to heaven by a chariot of fire, with
the same body that weighed him down to earth; it so happened that after they crossed over to Gilgal, on his way
to Bethel, Elijah asked Elisha to stay in Gilgal, but Elisha disobeyed him, and refused to leave him, counting his
words as though putting him in a prison. Hence Elijah consented to take him along with him. And when they
reached Bethel where they spent few days, Elijah, planning to go to Jericho alone, asked Elisha to stay in
Bethel, but Elisha persisted on disobeying him; for he felt being torn apart if separated from his master. And not

knowing what to do Elisha consented on letting him stay in his company.
(St (Mar Ephraim the Syrian)

“And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood facing them at a distance, while the two of

them stood at the Jordan” (7)

Those fifty men were from the school of the prophets in Jericho, for there were many of those schools around; as many

people tended to flee to those schools to worship God, away from Ahab and his household.
6- A MIRACLE AT THE RIVER JORDAN:

“Now Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, and struck the water, and it was divided this way and that, so

that the two of them crossed over on dry ground” (8)

Having concentrated his sight on heaven, the River Jordan was not to be an obstacle against Elijah, who struck the water
by his mantle to turn it into dry land on which both men crossed over. He who could cross over to heaven by a chariot of
fire, would not be hindered by the river. The way Moses struck the water of the Red Sea by his staff, to turn it into a way
through which his people crossed over to the wilderness away from the bondage of Pharaoh (the symbol of the devil); on
their way to the promised land, Elijah struck the water to split the River to cross over dry land, he and Elisha. That was a
testimony by the Lord for his work through the two prophets to liberate from the bondage of evil, and to proclaim the

entrance into the comfort of life together with God.

By crossing over the Red Sea, the prophet Moses referred to baptism (Exodus 14: 16-23). And Joshua commanded the
priests who carried the ark of the covenant to put their feet in the River Jordan; and when they did the River split and the
whole people crossed over to the promised land (Joshua 3: 13-17). Now, the prophet Elijah strikes the water with his
mantle to split it, for the believer to cross over, not from the bondage of Pharaoh, but from the bondage to the earthlies,



and to enter together with him as though into a chariot of fire, setting forth with their hearts to heaven. ... What God did for

the sake of the congregation, He also did for the sake of one man.

+ Elijah’s baptism in the River Jordan prepared him to ascend to heaven. ... And through the River Jordan, the
prophet Elisha received a double portion of Elijah’s spirit; probably on account of that he crossed the River
Jordan twice: once together with Elijah and the second time when he struck the water with Elijah’s mantle,

saying: “Where is the Lord, God of Elijah?”; and the river split here and there.

+ It is befitting of us to notice that before Elijah ascended in a whirlwind of fire, he took his mantle, rolled it, and
struck the water to split it into two, to cross over together with Elisha (2 kings 2: 80. By that he was baptized in
the Jordan; and was prepared to ascend high to heaven ... Paul the apostle called that amazing crossing over

‘baptism’.

(The scholar Origen)

The mantle which Elijah cast over Elisha when he called him (1 kings 19: 19), refers to his partaking in the prophetic work;
With it he struck the water of the River Jordan to split;

According to the scholar Origen, Elisha struck the River Jordan twice; as the prophet Moses struck the rock twice. On one
aspect for the water to flow to quench our thirst, and on another aspect to split the river, namely to

discern and reveal to us the word of truth, to have its sound interpretation.

+ Elijah ascended to heaven, yet not without water; for he started by crossing over the River Jordan, then was

carried by a chariot of fire to heaven.

(St. Cyril of Jerusalem)

+ How great are the saints! Not just by their words, nor by their bodies, but even by their clothes, honored by all

men. For by the leather robe of Elijah he split the River Jordan.

(St. John Chrysostom)

+ The man of blessings full of glories walked and reached the Jordan together with his privileged disciple;
The true, splendid, perfect, virgin, chaste, pure, righteous, glorious, amazing, and great man; set forth ahead,
left the world behind his back, heading to heaven; and knew the earth no more;
He stood before the River, full of might, putting on a great spiritual strength;
He struck the river with his mantle to turn it into dry land,;
The free flow of water halted to open a way before the splendid man to cross over;
The mighty waves forsook their normal violence, to suit the way of the saint, and not to be an obstacle before
him;
The man of God crossed over the dry land on his way to his amazing destination.

(St. (Mat) Jacob El-Serougi)

7- ELISHA SEEKS A DOUBLE PORTION OF ELIJAH’S SPIRIT:

“And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Ask! What may | do for you,

before | am taken away from you’. And Elisha said, ‘Please, let a double portion



of your spirit be upon me™ (9)

Elijah left no money for Elisha his disciple or his spiritual son, to inherit; But Elisha got what is greater than all the things in

this world.

When the last hours of Elijah’s life were close at hand, his only companion was Elisha, whose only request was to have a
double portion of Elijah’s spirit (2 kings 9: 2), based on his enjoyment of the firstborn to inherit a double portion of the
inheritance, and the fatherhood leadership of the household after the death of the father. Elisha did not seek to be greater

than Elijah, but to be worthy of being counted as his firstborn.

Elisha’s request did not mean to be able to perform double the wonders and miracles that his mentor did; although it is
befitting to know that the number of miracles performed by Elisha was about double as many as recorded for Elijah. He
sought to have a double portion of his mentor’s spirit for ministry and testimony to God. Simply and with the spirit of

humility, Elisha the man of God desired to consummate the mission of his mentor, looking at Elijah as a living role model.

Elisha counted himself as the firstborn son of Elijah, who has the right of a double portion of the inheritance (Deuteronomy
21: 17). Counting himself, in the daring of love, as Elijah’s firstborn, Elisha asked for the right of the inheritance of the

firstborn; a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.

Elisha did not desire anything except to follow the lead of his master, and to bear his spirit. But Elijah perceived that this
was beyond his authority to give, but is a divine authority, granted by God who searches the hearts and minds of His
faithful beloved servants. Elisha did not request to be greater than his master, nor more powerful; but considering how the
kingdom persistently deteriorated, he saw that it was in need of an increasing divine power to confront that mighty

sweeping torrent.

The spiritual man, loving the others as his firstborn, desires to give them a double portion of inheritance in his farewell will.
That is what Elisha desired when he asked his master, saying: “Let a double portion of your spirit be upon me” (2 kings 2:
9).

Elisha asked with faith, feeling his weakness and his need for a double power from heaven, to support him to confront the
drastic corruption of the people at that time. Elijah was not offended by Elisha’s request, but, even though he perceived
that it is beyond his authority to fulfill it, yet his depths actually exulted to feel that his disciple will consummate his mission

with the spirit of power.

| wish we, on our turn, do not despise the new generation, but seek from God to grant them greater grace than we got, so
that the church in the future would become more powerful and capable to confront the challenges with the spirit of victory

and conquest,

According to St. Augustine, by Elisha’s request to get a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, he actually meant the Spirit of God
working in him. It is befitting of us, who enjoy the work of the Spirit, to seek an increasing portion of it.. As for those who

still do not enjoy the work of the Spirit in them, they should seek it from God.

+ The promise (concerning the growth of the work of the Spirit) is not in vain; whether concerning him who still
has not acquired (the Holy Spirit), or him who does. The former will have the Spirit to acquire; while the latter
will have it increased. For, if (the Spirit) is not to be acquired by measure, less for some than for others, Elisha

would not say to Elijah: “Let a double portion of your spirit be upon me” (2 Kings 2: 9).



But when St. John the Baptist said: “God does not give the Spirit by measure” (John 3: 34); he was specifically
speaking about the Son of God who did not acquire the Holy Spirit by measure; for the Spirit dwelt in Him with

the perfection of divinity.

+ He who is ‘Omnipresent’, does not dwell in everyone, and does not exist equally in those He does; Otherwise
what would be the meaning of Elisha’s request to get a double portion of the spirit of Elijah? And how would

certain saints be more holy than others; except to have a more flow of the Spirit of God in them?

(St. Augustine)

+ How can we perceive the words said by the Lord to His disciples: “He who believes in Me, the works that | do
he will do also, and greater works than these he will do” (John14: 12), if we consider them in the light of His
saying:: “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master” (Matthew 10: 24)
As an example, while Moses killed only three kings, Joshua his disciple, killed thirty of them (Joshua 12; 1-24)
While Moses persisted on praying and supplicating to enter the promised land, but his request was denied;
Joshua, on the other hand entered it and partook of the inheritance (Deuteronomy 24; 4-5).
Samuel was greater than Eli the priest; and Elisha has got a double portion of his master Elijah’s spirit, after his

ascension (2 kings 2: 9-12). And the Lord Christ granted His disciples a double of his miracles.

(St. (Mar) Ephraim the Syrian)

“So he said, ‘You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when | am taken from you, it

shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so™ (10)

Feeling the difficulty of the mission awaiting to come upon his shoulders, Elisha sought to get a double portion of the spirit
of his spiritual father; But Elijah felt that Elisha has asked for a hard thing; for it was not within his authority to choose

whom will succeed him, but it was that of God alone.

Elijah’s answer came to say that it is not within my hand, but within the hand of our God.... If He grant you the grace to
watch me while | depart from you, it shall be so for you; as though he says to him: “Let it be, not my will but that of My

Father in heaven”.

Elijah’s ascension was hidden from the physical eyes; as were the chariots and horses were hidden from the sight of
Gehazi, Elisha’s servant in Dothan (17: 9). When Elisha saw it, Elijah perceived that God has granted him the power to
look into the spiritual things to see and understand what others cannot. By that, Elijah perceived that his disciple has been

appointed by God to be the head of the prophets, and a spokesman of the divine things to men.

Having watched his master set forth in the chariot of fire toward heaven, that scene remained printed on his heart and
memory all life long; by which his faith became stronger to be able to say in the time of affliction: “Those with us are more
than those with them” (16: 6). Before seeing such a scene, Elisha probably used to lean upon Elijah the man of God, but

after seeing it, God came to occupy his whole mind, and to fill his whole heart and inner being.

The scene of the chariot of fire that carried Elijah was not to be seen by his physical eyes, unless God opens the eyes of
man by His divine grace. Gehazi the servant of Elisha could not see the valley full of chariots and horses of fire, except
after Elisha asked God to open his eyes (6: 17). Elijah therefore perceived that if Elisha was granted by God to watch his
departure in the chariot of fire to heaven, he would be granted to power of sight in the spiritual things; and would be

appointed by God to succeed him as the head of the prophets.



According to St. John Chrysostom, No man can enjoy a divine grace unless he longs and watches for it. It was not
possible for Elisha to get the grace of having a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, unless he longed and watched to see it. For
this reason the Lord Jesus promised His disciples to get a power from above through the dwelling of the Holy Spirit upon

them, without revealing to them when would that be, to exhort them to long and to watch for it.

+ Splitting the River, the splendid man crossed over together with his disciple; and said to him with love:

[Now ask me what would | do for you before | depart from you. Whatever you ask | shall give you, as long as |
am still with youl];

With a good heart, the blessed disciple, seeing that a door was open before him to ask whatever he likes, he
wisely asked for a great treasure;

He asked with confidence that his master will not disappoint him;

He asked for a double portion of his master’s spirit to come upon him;

Although his master said to him: “You have asked a hard thing” (2 kings 2: 10) yet he did not deny him;

But said to him: “If you see me when | am taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if not it shall not be so”

He placed the issue in God’s hands; the same way the divine Son said to His Father: "Not My will but Yours be

done”

(St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi)

+ If the angels who carried Elijah up to heaven guarded Elisha on earth; there is no wonder that the angels who

set forth with the Lord, have protected His disciples.

It is befitting of us to notice that the honor the angels gave to the father (Elijah), they also gave to Elisha his
spiritual son, and the heir of his holiness, as justified by getting a double portion of Elijah spirit.... What an
amazing inheritance!,... when the heir gets more than what the giver processes,. Elijah left two portions of
holiness to Elisha, even though he himself processes only one portion. In an amazing way, Elijah left a grace on

earth, greater than what he carried to heaven.

(Father Macximus, bishop of Torin)

7- MOTHER EARTH BID ELIJAH FAREWELL.:

“Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with
horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind

into heaven” (11)

The way Elijah was separated from Elisha reveals God’s power and authority.

According to some fathers, the chariot and horses of fire, are heavenly hosts that came to carry Elijah the fiery man of
God to heaven.

And according to St. Augustine, Elijah will come again before the day of judgment; and the Jews will believe in the Lord
Christ through his preaching and interpretation of the Holy Book.

Preparing us to encounter Him face-to-face in heaven, and to enjoy the fellowship of the heavenly glories, God presents
to us in the present life the enjoyment of continuous glories as a deposit of what we shall get.



When your eyes are opened, you will see a chariot of fire like that of Elijah, waiting to carry you up to heaven (2
Kings 2: 11). Then you will sing with joy: “Our soul has escaped as a bird from the snare of the fowlers. The
snare is broken and we have escaped” (Psalm 124: 7).

For us, humans, life is like a wrestling arena; we wrestle here, but will be crowned somewhere else. No one can
feel safe, while surrounded by serpents and scorpions which attack him on all sides. The Lord says: “My sword
shall be bathed in heaven” (Isaiah 34: 5). Shall we expect to find peace on earth?.... No!, for the earth produce
only thistles and thorns, and its dust is the food of the serpent (Genesis 3: 14, 18); “For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6: 12). We are surrounded by enemies
on all sides. The weak body will soon become dust. We are one against many; fighting against horrible
adversaries. “The ruler of this world has not yet come, and had nothing in Him (Jesus Christ). Up till now you
are not listening in peace to the words of the prophet, saying: “You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, nor
of the arrow that flies by day... “ (Psalm 91: 5-7).

When you are afflicted by the enemy; when your desires stir up; when you say; ‘What shall | do?’ Then you will
be answered by the words of the prophet, saying: Do not fear, for those with us are more than those with them”.
and by his prayer, saying, “O Lord, | pray open his eyes to see” And when your eyes are opened, you will see a
chariot of fire like that of Elijah, waiting to take you up to heaven (2 Kings 2: 11); Then, you will sing with joy,
saying: “Our soul has escaped as a bird from the snares of the fowlers; the snare is broken and we have
escaped” (Psalm 124: 7).

(St. Jerome)

Although Elijah was carried by a chariot of fire; yet it did not consume him.

“Our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrew 12: 10); that consumes the wicked ... It is the Holy Spirit who carried

Elijah in a chariot of fire; from whom the weak Elisha sought help; and who led and strengthened David.

(St. Gregory the Nezianzen)

If that is the way our souls will ascend, like Elijah, and our minds will be taken up high as though in a chariot of
fire; lifted up to the heavenly beauty; we should understand that the chariot of fire is the Holy Spirit who came to
dwell upon the disciples, like tongues of fire divided upon them. You will dare to approach the stars, namely, the

holy things that give light to our souls by the heavenly spiritual word of God.

(St. Gregory of Nyssa)

To those who consider the ascension of the Savior as something impossible; let them remember how an angel
carried the prophet Habakkuk by the hair of his head; For then, the God of the angels and the prophets could
rather ascend on a cloud from the Mount of Olives by His own power.

Remembering such wonders, you should give the precedence to God the wonder-Maker. For all those were
raised up, while He, on the other hand, is the One who raises everything up by His might.

Remember that ‘Enoch’ was taken; while Jesus ascended.

Remember how Elijah was taken up to heaven by a chariot of fire; while “the chariots of God are thousands of
thousands” (Psalm 68: 17).



Remember that Elijah was taken up to heaven, but Christ is in heaven;
Remember that Elijah sought from God to grant his blessed disciple Elisha a double portion of his Spirit; But
Christ granted His disciples the grace of the Holy Spirit; and let the believers partake of Him through the laying

of hands.

(St. Cyril of Jerusalem)

Having controlled the desire of the body,. Elijah denied the adulterers the rain of heaven.; ...
Having overcome the carnal desire while living on earth, Elijah soared up high to where holiness dwells in

peace;

Elijah longed to see Him (the Lord Christ); and having not seen Him on earth, being utterly purified by faith, he
was raised up to see Him in heaven.

Moses and Elijah saw Him; the meek ascended from the depths of the earth, and the zealous descended from
up high; and in the middle they saw the Son; both symbolizing the secret of His coming.

Moses, the symbol of the dead; and Elijah, the symbol of the living, who fly to encounter Him on His coming;

Those who tasted death are ahead; and those who did not, will follow lead to encounter Him.

(St. (Mar) Ephraim the Syrian)

Having his heart in heaven, the birds of heaven used to bring food to Elijah; ... Being in the likeness of the
angels of heaven, the angels used to bring bread and water to him; ... And having put his thoughts in heaven,

Elijah was taken up by a chariot of fire to heaven where a place for him was eternally set.

(St. Ephrahat)

Of the Spirit who carried Elijah in a chariot, Elisha requested a double portion.

According to some, having embodied no physical desire, Elijah was taken up to heaven on a chariot of fire;
appeared glorified together with the Lord (Matthew 3: 17); and will come as a forerunner to the second coming
of the Lord (Malachi 5: 4).

Good are the wings of love, the true wings that hover on the mouths of the apostles, the wings of fire that utter
the pure words (Psalm 12: 6)

On these wings, ‘Enoch’ was taken up to heaven (Genesis 5: 24)

On these wings, Elijah set forth on a chariot and horses of fire up to the high places (2 kings 2: 11)

On these wings, the Lord God led the father Patriarchs by a pillar of fire (Genesis 13: 21)

The seraphim have such wings; When a Seraph took a live coal from the altar, and touched with it the mouth of
the prophet Isaiah, his iniquities were taken away, and his sins purged (Isaiah 6: 6-7).

By the fire of those wings the sons of Levi were purified (Malachi 3: 3); ... the tribes of the Gentiles, according to
the testimony of St. John, were baptized , when he said that the Lord Jesus ‘“will baptize you with Holy Spirit
and fire” (Matthew 3: 11; John 1: 33).

David, knowing that he should not fear the fiery wings of love, wished that his loins and heart be consumed (and
proved) by fire (Psalm 26: 2).

The Hebrew young men did not feel the heat of the furnace, for the flame of love gave them coolness.

And to know how the perfect love has wings, hear the Lord Christ say: “O Jerusalem, , ... how often | wanted to

gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wing” (Matthew 23: 37).



The fiery Spirit kindles the hearts; for the divine spiritual fire has the activity to give light to the souls; and try
them, the way pure gold is tried in the crucible. But the divine fire consumes every evil like thistles and thorns,
“for our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrew 12: 29); “In flaming fire, taking vengeance on those who do not know
God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1: 8).

This fire gave the disciples the power to talk by tongues of fire (Acts 2: 25).

This fire, surrounding (Saul of Tarsus); even though the voice enlightened his mind, the fire blinded him..

This fire appeared to Moses in the bush; and, in the form of a chariot, carried Elijah up to heaven (2 kings 2: 11)
The blessed David sought the activity of this fire when he said, “Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; Try my
mind and my heart” (Psalm 26: 2)

(St. Maccari the Great)

In his debate against the heretics, St. Erinaos uses the episode of Elijah’s ascension to heaven, as a prophecy about the

+

resurrection of the body, which is denied by the heretics.
Elijah was taken while in his natural body form, proclaiming by prophecy, the ascension of the spirituals; and
that nothing would stand as a hindrance against the ascension of their bodies; For by the same hands by which

they were created at the beginning, they will ascend.

Not confronting death, ‘Enoch’ and ‘Elijah’ are assigned for eternal life, and testify to our future and sure

resurrection.

body.

spirit?

Let us quote the words of the apostle, that they are our examples (1 Corinthians 10: 6)

He wrote about them for us to believe that the Lord is more powerful than all the physical laws concerning the

Although Enoch did not experience death (Genesis 5: 24; Hebrew 11: 5); So did Elijah (2 kings 2: 11); yet that is
certainly just a postponement; for both are kept to suffer it; that by their blood they will destroy the antichrist
(Revelation 11: 3).

(The scholar Tertullian)
Matrimony was granted to preserve the human race.
Yet, concerning Elijah who mounted the chariot of fire, and dwells in heaven, hasn’t he embraced virginity? ...
Hadn't he a virtue that proclaimed his exalted ascension? ... Who closed heaven shut? ... Who raised the

dead? ... Who Split the River Jordan? (2 Kings 2: 14) ... Wasn't he the virgin Elijah?

Didn’t Elisha, his disciple, after proving that he was equally virtuous, sought to get a double portion of Elijah’s

How about the three young men? Haven't they, by being virgins, become stronger than fire?

Hasn’t Daniel body, through virginity, confronted the fangs of the wild lions (Daniel 3: 20)? ... Didn't God, when

He intended for the children of Israel to see Him, command them to purify their bodies (Exodus 19: 15;



Numbers 6: 2)? ... Haven't the priests purified themselves before approaching the sanctuary, to offer

sacrifices? ... Didn’t the law call purity ‘a great vow'?

(Father John of Damascus)

+ How (delicious) you are, O fasting! ... Blessed is he who conquers by you!; for in you all secrets are present; ...
By you, Elijah became beautiful and pure!; acquired two wings; flew and ascended to where death cannot enter
(2 kings 2: 11).

(St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi)

St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi presents to us the following marvelous poem, as though uttered on the tongue of the earth,
and addressed to its son Elijah, to whom it gave birth; before he became counted among the

heavenlies.; when it felt that it is not worthy of being treaded by him; having lived pure, while it was filled with corruption

+ Go ahead, O lowly one who was found worthy of living and counted among those high up; ... whom | raised,
and of whom | am proud for giving birth;
Go ahead, O beautiful one; Be my deposit among the angels; Enter as a firstborn offering before the Mighty
One;
Because of you, the congregation of the heights will acknowledge me, saying:: [It is the earth that raised this
fruit, and sent it to our place];
This bunch of grapes, from that crucible corrupted by Adam; gathered sweetness from among the thorns, for us
to savor..
This head of grain came up from that cursed field, and safely ripened among the tares.
Go ahead, O saint; for whose steps | am not worthy, because of the corrupt adultery practiced daily on me.
Go ahead in peace, for heaven — my sister — desired your beauty, and took you away from me; for she
deserves to have all the beautiful righteous.
Go ahead, for you have amazed me by your actions and your splendid spiritual intimate relationship
Go ahead in peace; for although | am sad because you left me, yet | boast the fruit which | raised.

(St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi)

9- ELISHA MOURNS THE DEPARTURE OF ELIJAH:

“Now Elisha saw it,
and he cried out, ‘My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and its horsemen!. So he saw him no more. And he took hold
of his own clothes and

tore them into two pieces” (12)

Elisha called Elijah “The chariot of Israel and its horsemen” ; on account of that the Lord used him to guide the people,
warns them against the enemies, and grant them conguest.

The word “chariot” in the origin came in pleural as “chariots”; for he was considered as the mightiest weapon that reveals
the power of God to defend Israel at that time. What happened with Elijah was like what happened with the prophet

Moses, who disappeared, and the location of his burial was not known to this day (Deuteronomy 34: 6).

+ When the disciple saw his mentor separated from him, he cried out with a voice filled with grief;

The heir mourned his spiritual father, whose valuable company he was denied;



The wise son cried out: “My father, my father”; and tore his clothes, because his spiritual father was taken away
from him;

He called him “the chariots of Israel and its horsemen”, for by him, Israel conquered in all its battles;

He took his mantle, and inherited his spirit; although he was denied the company of his mentor who was taken

up high.

(St. (Mar)Jacob EI-Serougi)

+ Even though Elijah endured hunger, treason, fear of death, and bitter labor; he was the only one who left the
earth to heaven, carried on a chariot and horses of fire.

He denied any worthiness for getting such a grace; and, regardless of any human consideration, he referred it
to the Holy One.

+ The soul says: “You had made me as the chariots of noble people” (Songs 6: 12).
The soul, like a chariot that carries its good master; has both good and bad horses. The good horses are the
virtues of the soul, whereas the bad are its physical desires. Hence the master tends to rein the bad horses,
keeps them back, while urging the good ones ahead.
The good horses are four: reason, moderation, abidance, and justice;
And the bad horses are: anger, evil desires, fear, and oppression.
It so happens sometimes that there is controversy between the two categories; as for example, when anger or
fear stir-up, and hinder the progress of the chariot. The good horses, on the other hand, set forth flying, lifting
the soul up from earth to high up places; especially if it has the easy yoke and the light burden of the Lord
(Matthew 11: 29-30)
The clever master knows how to control his horses, keep them all going with the same step in harmony;
because If the reason is too zealous, and the justice is too slow, he would yrge the slow one with his whip; and
if moderation is too mild, and abidance is too sharp, he knows how to harmonize them both to keep on their

progress.

(St. Ambrose)

Despite what Elisha reached of spiritual maturity, and what he enjoyed of blessings, he, in weakness, not enduring the
departure of Elijah; tore of his clothes into two pieces as a sign of his great grief for being separated of his mentor; But,

holding fast to Elijah’'s mantle, he felt that Elijah was still with him.

Elisha believed that, with the holiness of Elijah’s soul, and his body that was qualified to be carried by a chariot of fire to
heaven; even his mantle carried a power by which to split the river Jordan.... God sanctifies the souls, the bodies, the
clothes of His children, and even their shadows, as we see in the book of acts, when the handkerchiefs, aprons, off the
sick apostle Paul, and the shadow of the apostle Peter performed miracles and wonders. It is the work of God who

sanctifies all what belong to his believers.

The prophet Elijah, for Israel , has been like chariots and horsemen, and even better, for by him, the Lord used to guide

and warn His people, and grant them conquest.

St. Athanasius the apostolic presents to us the following comparison between the ascension of Elijah to heaven and the

ascension of the Lord Christ:



For the Lord Christ, the angels used to appear all the time: when He was born, when He was risen, and when
He ascended to heaven. According to the Holy Book, the angels said to His disciples:: “Men of Galilee, why do
you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like

manner as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1: 10-11).

Now concentrate your attention with me! Why did the angels say that to the disciples? ... Haven't they seen by
their own eyes what happened before them? Hasn't the Evangelist said: “While they watched, He was taken up,
and a cloud received Him out of their sight?”.(Acts 1: 9). Why then did the two angels tell them about His

ascension into heaven?

The first reason: For the disciples started to grieve because Christ was going to leave them ... “None of you
asks Me: ‘Where are you going?’ But because | have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart”
(john 16: 5-6) ... That is why the two angels stood by those who grieved at the ascension; to remind them that
He will come again, saying: “The same Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like
manner as you saw Him go into heaven”. It is as though they tell them: ‘Now you grieve because He ascended;
Do not grieve, because He will come again’.... They so told them, lest they might do what Elisha did when he
tore his clothes when he saw his master set forth up into heaven (2 kings 2: 12); because no one came to tell

Elisha that Elijah will come again.

The second reason, is not less important. The angels said: “Jesus who was taken up from you into heaven!”.
As heaven is so far away beyond the power of their eye sight to reach; the two angels came to tell the disciples
the truth of Jesus’ ascension, lest they may think that He goes up to where Elijah was taken; but He truly
ascended to heaven. ... Elijah was taken (as though) into heaven, on account of that he is just a minister;
whereas Jesus ascended into heaven (where the divine throne is); for He is the Lord.... To one (the servant) a
chariot was sent to take him up; while the other — the divine Son, having the throne of His Father, according to
the prophet Isaiah: “Behold, the Lord rides on a swift cloud” (Isaiah 19: 1)... When Elijah was taken up, his
mantle fell down to Elisha (2 kings 2: 13); whereas Jesus when He ascended, He sent graces to all His
disciples, and not to one prophet. For there were many among them who were like Elisha, and who were even

more glorious than him.

(St. Athanasius the apostolic)

Let us set up, O beloved brethren; Let us raise the eyes of our souls toward Him who will come back; For the
apostle Paul says: “For the lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the trumpet of God ; and the dead in Christ will rise first; then we, who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thessalonian 4: 16, 17).. But not
everyone will so enjoy, but some will ascend to heaven, and some will remain; ... Listen to the words of the
Lord Christ saying: “Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and the other left: (Matthew 24:

41).... Shall we also ascend?

When | say “we”, | count myself not worthy of being among those who will ascend, for | am not without sense or
understanding to disregard my own sins. But, lest | cry with bitter tears, when | recall in my mind these words
and remember my sins, and spoil the joy of this holy feast,. | shall therefore, end my sermon,. to let the joy of
the feast radiate in your minds, by saying to you: ‘Let the rich not rejoice in his riches; nor the poor feel
miserable because of his poverty; but let everyone, whoever he is, do his work according to his own
conscience. For it is not the rich who is happy, nor the poor who is miserable; but he is rather blessed, and even



triple as much, he who is found worthy to ascend on the clouds, even if he is the poorest of all. And he is truly

miserable, and triple as much, he who is counted along with those lost, even if he is the richest of all.

(St. John Chrysostom)

10- ELIJAH'S MANTLE:

“And he also took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen down from him, and went back and stood by
the bank of the Jordan” (13)

Elisha has previously taken Elijah’s mantle on the day he was called for ministry (1 kings 19: 19); then he gave it back to

him, because it was not yet time to succeed him.

The falling down of the mantle refers to the spirit and the power crossing over from Elijah to Elisha. In a similar way the
robe of Christ moved to the church after His ascension into heaven, on the day of the Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit
dwelt upon the church; giving a true meaning of the words spoken by Christ to His disciple, saying: “He who believes in

Me, the work that | do he will do also, and greater works than these he will do, because | go to My Father” (John 14: 12).

According to St. Jerome, in the falling of Elijah’s leather mantle, when he was taken up into heaven, there is a living
portrait for the believer who intends to have his heart raised up to heaven, to take off from himself the evil carnal desires.
The way Adam put on a leather shirt after his fall, the devil — the ancient serpent — intends for us to put on the deadly
desires.

+ Once Elijah was taken up into heaven by the chariot of fire, he left his sheep-skin mantle on earth ... As long as
our souls are preoccupied with things of this world, and chained by the temporal possessions and wealth, we
shall not be able to think freely in God ... Now, casting wealth aside is for the beginners on the way, and not for
those who became perfect ... For, presenting oneself to God, concerns the Christians and the apostles; those
who liken the widow “who out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood” (Mark 12: 41-44). By
presenting all their possessions to the Lord, they are counted worthy of hearing His words, saying: “You will

also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Matthew 19: 28).

+ Should it not be befitting of us to cry and sigh when the serpent seduces us as it seduced our early parents, to
eat from the forbidden fruit?. And after we are driven away from the paradise of virginity, it intends for us to put
on a mantle of sheep-skin, like that left by Elijah on the earth, before being taken up to paradise?... Say to
yourself: What shall | benefit from the pleasures of the senses that will soon come to an end? ... What shall | do

with the sweet, yet dangerous ‘Sirens song’, on him who listens to it?

+ That is why the rich find difficulty in reaching the kingdom of heaven, that requires from its citizens, souls that
soar up high, free of all bonds and obstacles.
When the Lord says: “Go and sell’, he means, not a part, but all you have, and give the poor, not just your
relatives and friends.
When He says: “No one having put his hand on the plow, and looking back, is fitting for the kingdom of heaven”
(Luke 9: 62)
When you are on the roof, do not think about your clothes in the house, to flee from the hand of your Egyptian
mistress (Genesis 39: 12).
Leave behind the mantle of this world. For Elijah in his swift departure into heaven, could not take with him his
mantle, but left in the world the clothes of the world.



(St. Jerome)

+ While Elijah left his mantle (of sheep-skin) to his disciple, the Son of God, left His body for our sake, then took it
back before ascending.
I wish we do not cast away Jesus’ robe;... | wish we do not feel sorrow or fear because of the difficulty of
times;... for He, who did not hesitate to shed His own blood for the sake of all, and allowed us to partake of His

body and blood again and again, What would He not do for the sake of our faithfulness?!

(St. John Chrysostom)

“Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, and said, ‘Where is
the Lord God of Elijah?’ And when he also had struck the water, it was divided

this way and that; and Elisha crossed over” (14)

According to some scholars, Elisha struck the water once and not twice. And according to others, when Elisha struck the
water with Elijah’'s mantle and nothing happened the first time; When he said: “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?”, and
struck the water by the mantle a second timer time, the water was divided this way and that.... It so happened so that the
Lord would confirm to Elisha that the power was not in the mantle of Elijah, but in the Lord of Elijah.

The Holy Book, the Word of God, finds pleasure to refer God to His godly men, on the level of the congregation, as well
as of the individuals; so that every believer would desire to have God referred to him, as well as to his brethren, and to the
church as a whole.

Elijah’s mantle was nothing but a symbol of the power of God by which the prophet was clothed. Elijah’s mantle was

therefore analogous to the rod of Moses and Aaron (Exodus 4: 1-9; 7: 9).

+ It was said that God is the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob (Exodus 3: 6). He truly wishes for His light to
be referred to no one but to men; being written: “The Life is the light of men” (John 1: 4). And lest it may be
assumed that He is just the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, alone, He is also said to be “The God of Elijah”
(2 kings 2: 14); “He is God of my father Simeon” (Judith 9: 2); And “He is the God of the Hebrews” (Exodus 3:
18; 5):



Elijah lived in the wilderness, so did John the Baptist. The former was sustained by ravens, and the latter
despised all the worldly pleasures, loved poverty, and hated luxury.

The former did not seek favor from king Ahab; and the latter despised that of king Herod.

The former appeared with the Lord in glory; and the latter lived with the Lord on earth

The former will precede the second coming of the Lord; and the latter preceded His first coming.

The former brought rain down on a land that suffered draught for three years; and the latter, for as long as three
years, cleansed the dust of our bodies in the water of faith.

If you may ask me which three years | mean? | shall refer you to what is written: “For three years | have come
seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down. Why does it use up the ground?”(Luke 13: 7).

The first year is the era of the early fathers, when the harvest reached a level never to happen again. ... The
second year is the era of Moses and the prophets. ... And the third year is when our God and Savior came “to
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4: 19)

11- THE POSITION OF THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS:

“Now when the sons of the prophets who were from Jericho saw him, the said, ‘The spirit of Elijah

rests on Elisha’. And they came to meet him, and bowed to the ground before him” (15)

The sons of the prophets showed the befitting honor to the saintly prophet Elisha, as a symbol of the apostolic

succession. Although Elisha was denied the presence of his master Elijah in the flesh, yet he was surrounded by the

power of God that worked in him. Seeing how he inherited Elijah’s mantle by which he divided the River Jordan, the sons

of the prophets were sure that he replaced him.

The prophets in Jericho did not see the chariot and horses of fire; but noticing how Elijah disappeared, and how Elisha

returned and divided the river, they perceived that the power and authority of Elijah have dwelt upon Elisha. They bowed

to the ground before him, as a sign of honor and acceptance of the divine will that set him to replace his father Elijah.

Elisha embodied two persons: Elijah from above, and Elisha from below.



According to the scholar Origen, it is important to know that the talk here, that Elisha enjoyed a double portion of Elijah’s
spirit; And what came in the gospel according to St. Luke, that John the Baptist “will go before the Lord in the spirit and
power of Elijah” (Luke 1: 17); does not imply that Elijah’s soul is the same in John; For the Holy Book discerns between
‘the soul’ and ‘the spirit’, as it came in 1 Thessalonian 5: 34: “May the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”; and also what
came in the song, by the three young men, saying: “Bless the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous” (Daniel 3)

[That is why Elijah was not called ‘John’, because of the soul, but for the sake of the spirit and the power; something that
does not contradict with the teaching of the church].

“Then they said to him, ‘Look now, there are fifty strong with your servants, Please let them go and
search for your master, lest perhaps the Spirit of the Lord has taken him up

and cast him upon some mountain or into some valley’. And he said, ‘You shall not send anyone™
(16)

They said “The Spirit of the Lord has taken him up”, on account of that Elijah used to disappear and appear all of a
sudden.

Although the sons of the prophets in Jericho, have enjoyed a divine proclamation concerning Elijah’s ascension; and said
to Elisha: “Do you know that the Lord will take away your master from over you today?” (2: 5); Yet they chose fifty strong
men to set forth to search for Elijah, “lest perhaps the Spirit of the Lord has taken him up and cast him upon some
mountain or into some valley”

+ Their search testified to his ascension..

As putting guards on the Lord’s tomb, judges the Jews, for it confirms Your resurrection.

(St. (Mar) Ephraim the Syrian)

“But when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, ‘Send them out’. Therefore they sent fifty

men, and they searched for three days, but did not find him” (17)
Why was Elisha ashamed when they urged him?
He knew that God proclaimed to them the ascension of Elijah, as they themselves so testified; yet wished to debate with

him before it happened. ... Now, as Elijah has already ascended, as he himself has seen, hating to enter into more vain

debate, he was ashamed, and consented to their request, to let them perceive by themselves the issue of ascension.



+ Who are those sons of the prophets, who encountered Elisha, and who told him that his master will be taken
away from over him; and who, despite their knowledge of his ascension to heaven by a chariot of fire, they

insisted on sending fifty strong men to search for him in the mountains, and did not find him?

The sons of the prophets refer to the Jews who received the law, and enjoyed the appearance of the prophets.
Who, through the prophecies, knew about the Heavenly Christ who was to descend to us and then ascend to
His heavens.

They seek the Messiah, yet according to their material thinking. Searching for him by strong men, and not by
the Holy Spirit, they failed to encounter Him.

They did not find Him, for “He came to his own, and His own did not receive Him (John 1: 10), ... For He did not

come according to their wish; hence they were denied His presence.

+ When Elijah, in the old, set forth from the earth to God, that brought sorrow to the people of Israel; but Elisha
comforted them, when he put on the mantle of his master.

(St. Gregory, bishop of Nyssa)

“And when they came back to him, for he had stayed in Jericho, he said to them, ‘Did | not say to you,
‘Do not go?™ (18)

12- THE BAD WATER BECOMES SWEET:

After dividing the water of the River Jordan by Elijah’'s mantle, by which God proclaimed that Elisha is surrounded by a
cloud of witnesses, among whom was his master Elijah, God allowed him to turn the bad water sweet. It is claimed that it

is the spring of sweet water called ‘Ein Sultan’ nowadays.

“Then the men of the city said to Elisha, ‘Please notice, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord

sees, but the water is bad, and the ground barren™ (19)

The geographic location of the city was pleasant, and the soil was fertile, but the water was bad and corrupting the fertile
soil making it barren, not fit for agriculture. That city refers to the people of God as a congregation and as individuals. God
created man good, to set from his depths a holy paradise for himself, to rejoice in it, and to call the heavenly creatures, his
friends, to enjoy, together with him, the joyful fruits of the spirit; according to the words of the song: “Let my beloved come
to my garden and eat my honeycomb with my honey; ... Eat, O friends; drink, yes, drink deeply” (Songs 5: 1)..

What does he mean by the bitter water? ... If the water refers to the law and its statutes, the literals have corrupted its
meaning and message, to become bitter, ... No one can take its bitterness away but the Lord Christ, the Holy Salt, who
lifts us up from the letter to the spirit.

In a message sent by St. Jerome to comfort Ostochiom for the departure of her mother Paula, he referred to her mother’'s
visit to the holy land including Jericho, where she saw how the barren and extremely bitter spring of the law was healed by
the True Elisha, by His wisdom, turning it into a sweet spring, grantor of fertility

+ About him the prophets spoke, saying with amazement: [His master’s spirit dwelt upon him with abundance].
As a spiritual physician, they sought from him to heal the sick, corrupt, and barren land;
Seeing his power, they sought from him to heal the bad water, and to give prosperity to the whole city;

He asked them to bring him a new bowl, and put salt in it; and they did;



Bringing it up to the spring, he cast in it the water with salt, and Healed it.

(St. (Mar Jacob El-Serougi)

“And he said, ‘Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in it’; So they brought it to him” (20)

‘Tselochith’ was sometimes translated as ‘a bowl’ (2 kings 21: 21; Proverbs 19: 24, 26, 35), or ‘a frying pan (2 Chronicles
35: 12);; supposed to be a flat metal plate.

+ Nowadays, the sweet salt of the prophets is scattered upon the Gentiles;
Let us acquire a new taste;

Let us utter wisdom, and not what is contrary to it; lest we, as well, would become outside the wisdom.

(St. (Mar) Ephraim the Syrian)

“Then he went out to the source of the water, and cast in the salt there, and said, ‘Thus says the Lord: |

have healed this water; from it there shall be no more death or barrenness” (21)

The healing power was not in the new bowl, nor in the salt, but in the saying of the Lord and His active word in the
believer, being a new bowl, by which he enjoys the new life, resurrected together with Christ Jesus. For, once the believer
receives the Lord working in him, he would become, according to the words of the Lord “salt of the earth”, that takes away
the corruption from it. The secret of the newly acquired sweetness of the bad water is the name of the Lord; and Elisha

was just a tool in the hand of the Lord.

The way the Lord healed the water of Jericho by the salt, the incarnated Word of God renewed the whole creation.
According to father Methodeus: [What Elisha did, refers to the work of the Lord Christ. By offering food without leaven, as
a sign of His birth without human seed, He took away from the food the bitterness of death. As to casting the natural

elements in the Jordan, it refers ahead to the descent of our Lord to Hades to save those on whom corruption dwelt.

+ This is the secret of the Son; He healed the bad water, and reformed the spring, when He visited it;
Once the prophet crossed over the river, he encountered the Secret who transfigured,;
The city with pleasant location, is the whole creation, which was beautiful before breaking the commandment;

The bad water is the sin that came upon men, braught death upon all the human race, by which they became

barren;

The big serpent vomited venom in the head of the spring, bringing corruption, and hence death to the whole
river;

And as the creation, by nature, used to be full of beauty, it became corrupted by sin, to become hateful and
barren;

Breaking the commandment brought forth death, and made earth barren by the dreg of the wine mixed by the

serpent in Eve’s ear.

(St. (Mar) Jacob El-Serougi)

“So the water remains healed to this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spoke” (22)

The message of every true prophet and ministry of the word, is turning the souls, made barren by the spirit of the world,

the bitter water, to become a spiritual paradise for the Lord. This is realized by casting the salt in it through a new bowl;



which is the experience of the resurrected life. As, according to the Holy Book: “Old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5: 17). The salt is the work of the Holy Spirit in us; turning us into salt to the
world.

It is befitting of the believer who bears the Spirit, to become like salt; by whose light touches, he would make the others
salted, as the salt does to the food keeping it from corruption. It is befitting of him not to put his nose in the life of others, to
be as though pouring too much salt on the food and corrupting it. . Let us then do it in light, tranquil, and active touches;

Let us not be busybodies, committing others to adopt our own thoughts and concepts.

+ It so seems that that bitter spring refers to Adam, the early man from whom all the human race emerged, and
remained fruitless and bitter through his sin; before the coming of the True Elisha, namely our Lord and Savior.
..... Although the new bowl in which the salt was put, may represents the apostles; but fittingly, we should see in
it the incarnation of the Lord.
Now, the salt was put in it, namely wisdom; as we read: “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with
salt” (Colossians 4: 6).

Besides, As Christ is not only the “Power of God”, but the “Wisdom of God”, as well; the body of Christ, when
the Word incarnated, would be like a new bowl filled with the divine wisdom, That is why Elisha cast the salt in
the new bowl in the bitter water to turn it sweet and fruitful. So is the new bowl, namely the incarnate Word, sent
by God the Father to turn the human race from being a spring of bitter water into sweet water, to lead them to

the pure love, instead of the evil practices, and the barrenness of good works; and to bring them back to fruition.

Indeed, brethren, Does it not seem to you that the new bowl filled with the salt of the divine wisdom, was put in
the water, when the Lord Christ came down into the river to be baptized? For then, all the waters

turned sweet and were sanctified by such a new bowl, namely the body of Christ.

As a result of this, the water not only became not barren, but the water of baptism produced in the whole world,

a multitude of Christians, as increasing fruition, and extremely abundant crop.

+ Water in the book of Revelation refers to the people “The water which you saw ..... peoples, multitudes, nations,
and tongues” (Revelation 17: 15). And it is obvious that the bowl with the salt, cast into the water, represents
the apostles, according to the words of the Lord to them, saying: “You are the salt of the earth” (Matthew 13: 5).
By His grace He made a new men from the old ones, filled them with the salt of His divine teachings and
wisdom, and sent them to the whole world, as though to the spring of the human race, to take away the

barrenness in their good deeds and dealings..

+ We, as well, brethren, without any prior worthiness, have received great good deeds from the Lord through His
rich grace; were found worthy to have sweetness instead of bitterness, and were called from unfruitfulness to
fruitfulness in the good deeds

(Father Caesarius, bishop of Arle)

+ You should notice the greatness of the worthiness of Elisha in his first visit to his sons the prophets, when he
produced abundant fruits. For by taking away the barrenness from the water, he brought benefit to the
inhabitants of the whole city; which otherwise would be completely deserted. By purifying the water, he purified

the people, and through purifying the fountain of water, he purified the souls.



According to the blessed apostle Paul, these things happened to them as a symbol (1 Corinthians 10: 6). What
was said: “Rejoice O barren who do not bear! Break forth and shout, you who are not in labor; For the desolate
has many more children than she who has a husband” (Galatians 4: 27; Isaiah 54: 1), was said concerning the
church, referring to it as the barren city, whose water was bad before the coming of the Lord Christ, because of
the defilement of the people of the Gentiles; that made her unable to conceive with sons of God. But when
Christ came, and took a human body like an earthen bowl, He reformed the bad water, namely He took the

defilement of the people away; and turned the church from barrenness into fruitfulness.

(Father Maximus, bishop of Turin)

+ He cast the salt in a new bowl as a symbol of the perfect birth given from the womb of the pure virgin;
He portrayed the virgin as the new bowl, completely pure of defilement;
By the salt he portrayed the only-begotten Son, by whose distinguished taste, He salted all the worldly food,;
By the new bowl he portrayed the pure body of the young woman;
The salt healed the bad water, namely, the Son, by His birth healed the race of Adam;
The pleasant city was sick with corruption, until the Salt visited it and healed it;
So was the whole beautiful creation full of death, until the Son shone on it and healed it;
The sick water would not be healed unless the salt in the new ball was cast into it;
As the human race would not be set aright from its fall, unless the Virgin gave birth to the Son of God;
The salt was mixed with the water for everyone to drink; as God the Father mixed the Son with men, to let all
live;
Come and see how the salt is taken up by the bad water; how the dead men live through eating the Son of God;
By the salt for the water, and the body of the Son, they acquired health; and the earth of Jericho was healed;
By casting the salt, Elisha proclaimed the secret of the Son; took the curse away, and healed the sick water;
At the beginning, God the Father cursed the earth because of Adam; and Joshua the Son of Nun cursed
Jericho;
He portrayed Christ who voided the verdict of God the Father; and how, by His cross He took the curse away
from the earth;
And by the salt, Elisha voided the verdict of Joshua the son of Nun on Jericho (Joshua 6: 26); and took the
curse away from the water..

(St. (Mar) Jacob EI-Serougi)

13- ELISHA CURSES THE YOUTHS, THE OPPONENTS OF THE TRUTH, WHO MOCKED HIM:

“And he went up from there to Bethel; and as he was going up the road, some youths came from the
city and mocked him, and said to him, ‘Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead™ (23)

As in Bethel, in the city where Jeroboam made a golden calf, there lived, as well, some of the sons of the prophets, who

considered Elijah their master and mentor; It was therefore a place of violent religious controversy.

Having his head covered as it was the custom in the Middle East at that time, the words “You baldhead, you baldhead”
was not a shout by some mocking youths, as much as it was an insult to the head of the sons of the prophets, namely a

direct insult to God; most probably provoked by their parents, who reaped the punishment that dwelt upon their children.



The Hebrews used to admire the head covered by dense beautiful ha