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Introduction

Obadiah:

“Obadiah” is a Jewish word meaning "the servant of Jehovah". The Old Testament
mentioned many people with this name; as in 1 Kings 18:3-6, 1 Chronicles 3:21, 7:3, 8:28,
12:9, 27:19, 2 Chronicles 17:7-9, 34:12, Ezra 8:9, Nehemiah 10:5, 12:25.

His Background:

This Book refers to the alliance of the Edoms with Israel's enemies and their
participation in plundering Jerusalem (Obadiah 10-14). Jerusalem had been previously
plundered in the days of Jehoram (2 Chronicles 21:16, 17) in the mid ninth century B.C. by
the Philistines and the Arabs. However, most researchers believe that the book of Obadiah is
concerned with the alliance of the Edoms and the Babylons -along with others- in the
destruction of Jerusalem 587/586 B.C. Edom participated in plundering the city as they
blocked the streets in the face of the escapees by arresting them and selling them as slaves to
the enemies. In fact Edom did not act neutrally towards Israel, but rejoiced at the misfortune
of his brother Israel and supported his enemy in destroying him by all means.

The Objective of this Book:

This prophecy is addressed to Edom, who rejoiced at his brother's -Israel-
misfortune; who has a stubborn heart and loves tyranny and oppression. Edom participated
in destroying Israel in the day of captivating Jerusalem. In this respect, the prophecy assured
an important spiritual principle that is applicable to all humanity: “...as you have done, it
shall be done to you; your reward shall return upon your own head.” He reaps whatever
evil, oppression and destruction he sought in his life. The book deals with both the haughty
spirit living in lofty mountains that oppresses, destroys and rejoices in other’s misfortunes,
as well as with Israel that fell cringingly and was exposed to cruelty by Edom and Babylon.
But God saves him, after He has strictly punished him. He also makes Mount Zion a source
of spiritual salvation, in that it becomes holy, a spiritual flame that burns all evil and lights
the heart with heavenly love. As a matter of fact, it is a message addressed to each and every
heart that suffers punishment lest he should fall victim to despair, but instead it must realize
God’s plan for its salvation.

The prophet ends his book by declaring: “...and the kingdom shall be the LORD’S”.
This is the aim of God’s work: to reign over every heart and to set His throne in us!

Edom:
In studying the book of Amos (Chapter 1), we found out that “Edom” means “out of
Earth” or “bloody”. It points out to the sensual man, who adores bloodshed and oppression.

Edom is Esau’s nickname:+Esa#, who stood against his brother Jacob. The region in
which the sons of Esau lived was also called as such;+-e:; #ntthe land of Seir (the land of
Esau, since he was— hairy).It is a steep mountainous region that Esau and his descendants
seized after they kicked the Horites. They showed enemityenmity towards their Israelis
brothers, andas they did not allow them to pass through their lands afterwhen they left
leaving Egypt (Numbers 20:14-41).

__David captured Edom and set guards over it (2 Samuel 8:13-14, 1 Kings
11:15-17), but they caused lots of trouble for his descendants (2 Kings 8:20, 14:7, 22, 16:6).



-They were always making fun of the Jews especially when the Babylyons arrested«- - - {Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

them:; Fthus; many prophecies in the Bible were against them, sueh-as in Jeremaiah 49:1-22,
Zephaniah 2:8,11, Ezekiel 25:12-14 etc...and this prophecy as well.

_____After capturing Judah, which was totally wrecked-then, theyEdom took over
many places un-till they reached the city of -Hebron-. Nevertheless, the Arabs put more
pressure on them especially in the sixth century B.C. In the fifth century B.C.; the Nabateans
expelled Edom_from its hills tein the southern partside of the Dead Sea, the mountain of
Seir. TFhereforetThey were obliged to move to the western part-side of the Dead Sea as—a
reswlt-of-whichand Hebron then-became to-be-their capital. And-iln the second century B.C.;
the Jews occupied Moccabi and Hebron, as well as other cities, which Edom had previously
possessed. John Harkanious forced them to become Jews in 125 B.C., and then Fitus-the
Roman Titus eempletely-destroyed Edom_completely. In this ways; all prophecies concerning
Edom were fulfilled.
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shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.”(1 Corinthians 15:49)(4)St—Augustine
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The prophecy of Jeremiah was against Edom (Jeremiah 49:7-22). which is similar to the«--- { Formatted: Justified, Line spacing: single |

nine phrases in Obadiah’s prophecy:
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Obadiah 5-6 corresponds to Jeremiah 49:9-10

Obadiah 8-9 corresponds to Jeremiah 49:7, 22

In this respect, all critics agreed that Obadiah did not depend on the book of Jeremiah, but«- - - {Formatted: Justified, Indent: First line: 0" ]
rather the book of Obadiah is believed to be older than that of Jeremiah. (6)

The Devisions of this Jeremiah-propheeywas-agamnst BdemJe49:- 722 +denticallyasthe

nine phrases for Obadiah propheey:

1. Edom's pridesarrogance 1-9.
2. Iniquiteus-His oppression to his brother 10-16.
3. Humbled-Zion-The Ssalvation_of cringing Zion 17-21.
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(Judges 1:36, 2 Kings 14:7, Isaiah 16:1). Others believe it to be Petra (a rock) of the days of Formatted
the Nabateans. Anyway, Edom supposed that by living through rocks nobody could bring
him down or even persecute him.
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“Though you exalt yourself as the eagle, and though you set your nest among the Formatted
stars, from there I will bring you down, says the LORD” (Obadiah 4).

God brings down those who think highly of themselves. Edom thought he were an 4 Formatted

... [3]

eagle, for he made his nest on mountainous peaks and in the jungles (resembling the eagle’s
nest among the stars). He was really among the stars, but this did not deny that Almighty
God could reach him. Edom thought just like his father Satan, whose arrogance_appears
when the Lord tell him: “You said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my
throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost
heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself
like the Most High. But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit.”(Isaiah
14:13, 14) Satan desired to establish his throne over the stars, but he fell to hell, because he
gave up his angelic, humble nature. On the other hand, our Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy
Supreme, came down to us, and hence a star preached His arrival!
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would they not have stolen till they had enough? If grape-gatherers had come to you, ~ rormatted

would they not have left some grapes? Oh, how Esau shall be searched out! How gre his { Formatted
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hidden treasures sought up?” (Obadiah S, 6)

As they lived in the clefts of the rock, they were known to have many thieves. This is Formatted

because a thieve hides, so that he might steal whatever he desires; the precious materials. He
steals during nights, while you are asleep, so he can get what he wants, Thus, if grape-
gatherers came, they will not leave the orchard except with very few grapes, which is the
refuse; this is what thieves tend to do. Then, will it be difficult for The Creator to_enter
Esau’s hiding places (Edom), check its depth, and prosecute whom He wishes?!
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mentions those, whom he counts on: the allies and the wise men. Formatted
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Babylyon will testify against him after laying an ambush for him. The Lord says: “All men Formatted

in your confederacy shall force you to the border; the men at peace with you shall deceive
you and prevail against you. Those who eat your bread shall lay a trap for you. There is
no understanding in_it.” (Obadiah 7); He meant to tell him: You were unwise...you
depended on those, who destroy you, and not on He, who saves you. This is the outcome of
having evil friends ...while they pretend to be kind to him sharing together the evil plans
and bangquets, they turn against him and destroy him,

Secondly:

Timan that lies 5 miles to the east of Petra in Edom. However, God exterminates those
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Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that everyone from the mountains of Esau may be
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1. “But you should not have looked on the day of thy—your brother in the
day he became stranger;” (Obad:iah 12): You waswere watching him, as if you
were: ting longing for this day.

2. ... Nneither should you have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the

day of their destructlon ;”” (Obad-iah 12): You were kappyrejoicing by-their destruction,
aswhile you should have be-atleastto-be-sadgrieved for their distresspain, even if they
arewere under a my fair punishment chastisement-fremme. As we have seen ein Amos,
admenitien-with-the-God condemned those, whos do not sharireg the pain of the people

being fairly rebuked by Godwhe-are—underfairlypunish-from-Ged, as-hesaidsaying:
“But they are not grleved for the affliction of Joseph” ‘(Am-os 6:6). an f—&t-herl—ya speech

know how I can deeply be-grieved with those ‘whomt have sznned— Bbecause qthetis is the

greatest virtue.” Oh as—wrr&en%ﬁkemho&ld—you—hmw%eed—ovepﬂw—ehddmn—qf

every haman, enfrent-ef-me—Sso | caﬂould bear hrs burdene&rry—rt with him, so I will

not haughtily rebuke himnette-shush-him—in—-apride, but te—afflietrather grieve &and
weep, t-hebecause refere—eﬂwhen weeping fer—t-he—e&on othhers I wrll also weep on my

3. “Netther should you have spoken proudly in the day of dtstress

(Obad-iah 12) Thatis is how he had—transfeturnedrred from the lustdesire to see his
brother distressed; to being an-internally happiness-yte for his afflietion—pain; then he

turned to speak reproachrng words to lure the enemy agarnst hrm&—ehaﬂ—spekeﬂ—by—a

In his grieve for his brother he should
have kept silent, if he could not defend him, but rather he spoke with evil on his brother.
4. SYou should not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of

their calamity;” (Obad:iah 13): It’s a bad-brepainful break-intoke-in-evenfor towards
God hrmself— that they have entered 1nto the gates of His people. —te—eame—th—rew—ms

so God hlmself will be the pain holder...” Thus every break—into te-the gates of a
painfaldistressed haman is a break—-into against God himself. When our souls will-baree
distressed by afflietion—grieve. God will not just just-sstand there comforting us, ben
affeeted;—but hHe shall put hHimself oin the—distress with us;. He does not just
supportire us from the outside, but rather He by-announcinges hHis setdement-dwelling
in eurseustves,: Se-he-earriescarrying theour cross &and enters-by-as-beholding us in the
power of hHis resurrection.

5. “Yea, you should not have looked on their afﬂtctton in the day of their

eﬂem}es—The looks here are tougher than before= when they were longmg looks to
rejoice the pain before hand, but here He sees the pain and grief with His own eyes, thus

getting deeply touched even if they were His enemies.
6. “Nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their calamity.”

(Obad:iah 13) hkHe should have laid-his-handsfer-supportinged him, but unfortunately
for-aserry-end-he laid his hands to destroy any his-chance he's got tefor resistresistance:;
therefore-his-his grudge turned from rejoiceing performto-gradge-to breaking--into his
gates, to repreach-words of reproach. &and finally to working against him.
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7. SNeither should you have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his

that did escape; neither should you have delivered up those of his that did remain in
the day of distress.” (Obad:iah 14): Thatis the-mesta terrible image, as he stands on the
road to catehut off their-eseapersthose who managed to escape &and to deliver them to
their enemies as slaves! It is very inhamaninhumaneity-aetion!

The dDecree: b

A

youre own head. For as yeou, have

drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen drink continually, yea they shal, \\{ - { Formatted

drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.”
(Obad:iah 15, 16): The decree was raised abeveupon all “as you hastve done, it shall be

,,,,,,,, —_—a T 2 RO

done unto theeyoy”. That is the eoneept-orthe-law of God’s greatest-dayaGreat Day, ass °
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Most ef-the-studiesresearchers sawee that the-drandrinkingk here refers to the wine \\\\\{ Formatted:
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cup of was-eup-ef-winefrom-God s-angerGod's wraths. If God allowed was-given-his people
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to drink from this glass due to their sins, —Sso Edom shall drink it bitterly &and so shall N \\{Formatted: Font: Italic
alse-all the nations, because of their fer-theirwiwickedness; as-was-writter-onJerit came in \\\{ Formatted: Font: Italic
the book of Jeremiah-beok:: “For thus saithys the Lord God of Israel unto me; take the wine | pormatted: Font: Italic
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And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will send \\\{Formatted: Font: Ttalic
among them.” (Jesremiah 25:15, 16:) But here kHe said: “they shall drink, and they shall —
swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been-", which means that as they\{; N {Forma“em Font: Italic
took a punishment, they will drink it &and swallow it; thus, when a tougher one -therefore “\\\\\{ Formatted: Font: Italic
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If this prophecy is directed to the haughtlly and oppressive Edom to realize that as he

has done it will be done unto h1m I-f—fhﬁ—pfephec—y—waﬁ—dﬁeeted—te—pﬂde—Edem—fhe

¥ —Adse-it>s is also -directed
to Z}eﬂ—the d1stressed ZIOH to pfe!vlassure her that &fer—her—eha{—God will not leave her enher
affietioncringing—; Hhe is-chastens, &gracious;but has mercy; He allowedallows for the
wounds and pain, but &—make—whelebandage

house of Jacob shall possess their possessions. And the house of Jacob shall be a f re, and
the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in
them, and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for
the Lord hath spoken it.” (Obad:iah 17, 18): It* is a_live image for returning Zion to its
power, holiness &and honour. On its mountain will be the-life &and salvation, as the cross
will embraceteeeHeet-_every faithful soul, giving it authority fer-to tread on serpent &and
scorpions:; He-And-he-shall-be-holiness;-as-he will make fromher-a sacred temple out of it
aint which the God's Holy Spirit will inhabitdwell;; and-shall-be-a-heritage-as-God will be
the king-& he-shall-heirreign over itsthe heart as hHis own throne-; it shall be a fiery Holy

Spirit-Will-make-afire-with-the Holy-Spirit; burning down the house of kindle-Esau’s-house
(representwhich refers to the acts of the heathen man) which-isfrelikem stubble; &-and the
sin ean tstand-onfront-efitwill not be able to stand it, but #-will be-bburned &and be cut
offs-as—saids, as: “There shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the Lord hath__
spoken it”. ?h&t—'}s—hew—God’s word will act in us by his Holy Spirit, whemsetleaving no
room for any internal evil’sresidue.

AfterThen, he speaks aboutes the salvation, which will be partially ascertained by

the return of Israel and Judah from captlvatlon and fully ascertained i in the New Testarnent
through His cross.h h 2 he e

AtOs the end the seﬂschlldren of God; will_not only return to their previous state, but
will helr the nations wh*ehthat I‘CJOIC€d their captlvatlon#em—t-hem—&t—t-hemea-pmée—se—t-hey

Itisa hve image offer the spiritual church of the New Testament-ehureh, which
gathered 50 many souls for her brldegroom from all natlons and tongues hunted-in-theirnet
h 2 2¥E 2 h : so kHe shall

reign on them whe}eall
He Ssays: “And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of ./

Esau; and the kmgdom shall be the Lord’s.” (Obad-iah 21): As-St. Augustine saidsays:
L“The saviours are the apostles who#t goecames out of Judah to preach on the mountam of

God —
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Lord’s.” Obad-21-
Thatis is the main task of the whele-Holly Bible.—Same—task_which was repeated
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